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THIRTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF 

THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


To  THE  HONORABLE,  THE  MAYOR  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CITY 
COUNCIL,  CITY  OF  CHICAGO  : 

Gentlemen:  In  conformity  with  the  seventh  section  of  the  Act 
of  the  General  Assembly,  under  which  the  Chicago  Public  Library 
is  established  and  maintained,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chi- 
cago Public  Library  presents  this  thirty-sixth  annual  report  of  its 
operations  ending  May  31,  1908. 

During  the  year  just  ended  the  Library  has  continued  to  show 
a  steady  growth  in  the  total  number  of  volumes  and  in  its  facilities 
for  getting  its  great  resources  in  the  hands  of  the  citizens  of  Chi- 
cago, who  are  rapidly  learning  of  the  advantages  of  the  Public 
Library  and  constantly  making  demands  for  increased  service  in 
its  various  departments. 

The  total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  May  31,  1908,  was 
352,093,  showing  a  net  increase  of  12,811  volumes  over  the  num- 
ber in  the  Library  May  31,  1907.  The  total  number  added  was 
25,843,  of  which  22,353  volumes  were  purchased,  1,765  donated, 
1,450  acquired  by  binding  periodicals,  reports,  pamphlets  and  parts 
of  works,  and  275  received  from  other  sources.  Deducting  from 
the  total  accessions  the  number  of  volumes  worn  out,  duplicates 
disposed  of,  books  lost  and  paid  for,  missing  or  delinquent,  all  of 
which  aggregate  13,032  volumes,  leaves  a  net  gain  of  12,811.  Of 
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the  number  of  volumes  deducted  11,466  were  worn  out  and  with- 
drawn from  circulation,  but  were  still  of  use  to  the  various  chari- 
table and  corrective  institutions  of  the  county,  and  a  large  part  of 
them  were  sent  to  the  institutions  where  they  are  put  into  further 
service  for  the  recreation  and  improvement  of  the  inmates. 

The  sum  of  $24,262.76  has  been  expended  for  books  ami 
$5,381.34  for  periodicals.  The  total  number  of  books  drawn  for 
home  use  numbered  1,601,645,  an  increase  of  187,353  over  the 
home  circulation  of  the  previous  year.  Library  cards  are  held  by 
94,499  persons.  Additional  branch  reading-rooms  have  been 
opened  during  the  year  in  the  field  house  at  Ogden  Park,  located 
at  West  Sixty-fourth  street  and  Center  avenue;  at  the  Chicago 
Commons,  Morgan  street  and  Grand  avenue,  and  at  1711  North 
Clark  street. 

Various  improvements  and  additional  furniture  have  been  in- 
stalled in  the  interest  of  rendering  better  facilities  for  Library 
service,  especially  for  caring  for  the  rapidly  growing  collection  of 
books. 

Your  Board  takes  pleasure  in  stating  that  through  the  econom- 
ical administration  of  the  finances  during  the  last  six  years  the 
Board  is  now  on  a  cash  basis  and  from  now  on  expects  to  have  the 
necessary  cash  to  pay  current  expenses  from  the  taxes  collected  and 
turned  over  to  the  city  treasurer.  The  last  anticipation  tax  war- 
rent  sold  against  the  Library  levy  of  1907  was  retired  Ma}r  27, 
1908,  and  no  warrants  have  been  sold  against  the  levy  for  1908. 
This  puts  an  end  to  the  charges  for  interest. 

It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  Board  to  invest  the  trust  funds  in 
anticipation  tax  warrants  against  the  Library  tax  levy  during  the 
last  three  years;  the  amount  of  $42,500  has  been  so  invested.  As 
has  been  stated  before,  it  is  now  unnecessary  to  sell  anticipation 
warrants  against  the  tax  levy,  and  we  are  about  to  invest  these 
funds  in  local  municipal  bonds,  maturing  eight  to  twenty  years 
hence.  The  amount  of  $43,500  to  be  invested  in  these  bonds  is 
now  represented  by  certificates  of  deposit  in  various  banks. 

The  Thomas  Hughes  room,  recently  opened  to  the  youth  of  our 
city,  has  proven  to  be  a  splendid  experiment.  The  room  is  beauti- 
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fully  furnished,  on  the  walls  hang  artistic  pictures,  and  the  book 
cases  contain  such  volumes  as  relate  to  "children's  worlds" ;  the 
reading  matter  is  within  their  grasp,  and  the  entire  atmosphere 
of  this  room  conforms  to  the  themes  of  history,  biography,  travel, 
adventure,  art  and  science,  all  subservient  to  the  imagination  of 
the  boys  and  girls  who  are  still  struggling  with  the  three  R's. 
The  room  is  supplied  with  reference  catalogues  and  accessories  to 
induce  the  youth  to  venture  into  deeper  subjects ;  the  children  are 
not  without  the  "human  touch/'  so  called,  since  trained  assistants 
are  in  their  presence  who  aid  them  in  their  searches  and  supply 
them  with  every  possible  aid  in  locating  a  hidden  hero  or  bringing 
to  their  notice  a  clean  and  helpful  romance.  The  attendance  in 
this  room  has  continued  to  increase  at  so  remarkable  a  degree  that 
an  additional  room  on  the  same  floor  is  being  prepared  to  care  for 
these  anxious  and  studious  youngsters.  In  the  new  addition  ar- 
rangements will  be  effected  to  admit  of  illustrated  lectures,  which 
will  be  given  by  recognized  lecturers,  and  once  a  week  the  young 
people  will  be  invited  to  have  an  instructive  lecture  on  some  sub- 
ject pertaining  to  things  of  concern  in  the  child  life. 

In  connection  with  the  foregoing  it  must  be  admitted  that  the 
"story  hour,"  under  the  auspices  of  the  Chicago  Association  of 
Collegiate  Alumnae,  cannot  be  classed  as  a  venture.  It  was  a  pro- 
nounced success.  On  Saturday  noons  the  children  of  the  down 
town  section  were  invited  to  the  lecture  room  on  the  main  floor, 
and  the  attendance  indicated  that  the  children  of  the  streets  and 
byways  are  eager  for  self-improvement  when  given  an  opportunity 
to  demonstrate  their  purpose.  The  association  was  somewhat  aided 
financially  by  the  Library,  but  the  burden  of  expense  fell  to  the 
alumnse  organization;  the  story  tellers  were  professional  and  the 
plan  for  interesting  the  auditors  in  Library  reading  was  enhanced 
by  the  unique  manner  in  which  the  co-related  subjects  were  con- 
nected with  the  Library  catalogue;  in  all  the  work  induced  many 
a  listener  to  take  a  book  from  the  Library,  and  hence  acquainted 
these  little  people  with  the  great  opportunities  before  them. 

The  "story  hour"  was  also  inaugurated  at  the  branch  libraries, 
and  a  "Library  league"  at  the  Blackstone  Branch  has  grown  to  be 
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an  important  propaganda  of  library  extension  among  the  public- 
school  children  of  Hyde  Park.  This  league  selects  a  certain  topic 
for  study,  and  all  its  members  eagerly  strive  to  become  familiar 
with  the  matter,  thus  prompting  individual  study,  rather  than 
didactic  education,  a  most  commendable  way  to  inculcate  the  spirit 
of  "self  help,"  an  almost  lost  art  in  these  days  of  "convenience." 
The  Library  league  deserves  to  be  encouraged  and  its  purpose  is 
meeting  the  support  of  all  who  realize  the  need  of  individualiza- 
tion  in  all  study  and  research. 

At  last,  after  many  years  of  apparently  fruitless  effort,  the 
Library  Board  and  School  Board  have  found  a  channel  through 
which  mutual  effort  can  bring  the  Library  and  schools  into  com- 
panionship. The  public  is  to  be  benefited,  and  the  two  arms  of 
education  are  allowed  to  join  hands  in  the  field  of  furtherance  of 
public  education.  In  the  near  future  two  or  more  public  schools 
will  be  equipped  with  libraries;  a  librarian  will  be  in  attendance, 
the  "neighborhood  idea"  will  prevail,  and  during  the  day  and 
after  luncheon,  people  of  the  community  will  find  their  way  to  the 
Public  Library  branch  reading-room,  located  in  a  public  school 
building.  While  this  may  seem  like  a  new  project,  bordering  on 
innovation,  such  is  not  the  case,  for  in  the  East  many  of  the  large 
cities  have  found  this  experiment  not  only  successful,  but  legal  and 
logical  as  well.  The  citizens  of  today  are  demanding  greater  re- 
sults from  public  institutions,  they  realize  the  necessity  for  per- 
fect harmony  in  all  public  effort,  and  the  school  and  Library 
hours  are  being  extended  to  accord  helpfulness  to  those  who  dur- 
ing the  day  are  strenuously  engaged  in  the  earning  of  a  livelihood. 
The  night  library  and  the  night  school  are  products  of  public  need, 
and  the  joint  school  and  library  is  certain  of  future  existence, 
because  of  its  positive  necessity. 

The  benefit  accruing  to  the  public  through  the  lectures  to  the 
adult  population  by  the  Chicago  Medical  and  Dental  societies  is 
quite  beyond  estimate.  The  indorsement  which  this  effort  at  pub- 
lic sanitation  and  first  aid  is  receiving  demonstrates  the  broad 
field  in  which  Chicagoans  interest  themselves.  The  lectures  were 
given  by  eminent  practitioners  and  the  audiences  were  made  up 
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from  every  walk  of  life  and  thoroughly  appreciated  this  library  ex- 
tension service. 

The  new  branch  reading-rooms  which  are  being  opened  in  the 
South,  West  and  North  Side  parks,  large  and  small,  will  contain  i 
Q  choice  lot  of  books,  magazines  and  newspapers;  besides,  there 
will  be  in  constant  attendance  a  trained  librarian.  The  Park 
Boards  are  furnishing  the  rooms  in  the  most  beautiful  manner, 
and  are  dividing  the  expenses  with  the  Library  Board.  The  har- 
monious and  agreeable  relations  existing  between  these  State  and 
Municipal  institutions  bring  to  Chicagoans  an  unusual  great  bene- 
fit. City  pride  induces  this  cordial  helpfulness,  and  this  is  the 
one  secret  of  our  cit}r's  rapid  progress. 

The  circulation  of  books  through  the  delivery  stations  during 
the  period  covered  by  this  report  numbered  954,000  volumes, 
against  a  circulation  of  844,415  for  the  twelve  months  of  the  pre- 
ceding year.  For  the  twelve  months  ending  May  31,  1908,  the 
delivery  station  circulation  has  been  59.6  per  cent  of  the  entire 
home  circulation  of  the  Library. 

The  Public  Library  Employees'  Pension  Fund  is  now  in  the 
third  year  of  its  existence  and  three  of  the  employees  of  the  Board 
have  taken  advantage  of  its  benefits  and  have  retired  from  active 
service.  Tin's  fund  is  supported  by  deductions  from  the  salaries 
of  the  employees  and  by  the  contribution  of  such  part  of  the  mis- 
cellaneous receipts  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  Board  of  Directors. 
In  March  of  this  year  the  Board  voted  to  contribute  to  the  pension 
fund  all  the  moneys  collected  as  fines  for  the  retention  of  books 
beyond  the  time  specified  by  the  rules  of  the  Board. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  trust  funds  and  investments: 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  fund $  10,000.00 

Jerome   Beecher  fund 2,000.00 

Hiram   Kelly   fund 200,000.00 

$212,000.00 
INVESTMENTS: 

Fee  under  Bro.  Jonathan  Bldg.,  Jackson  bd.  &  Sherman  st.$160,000.00 

Mortgage  loan  notes 8,500.00 

Certificates  of  deposit 43,500.00 

$212,000.00 
The  income  on  these  funds  is  now  deposited  in  the  Illinois  Trust 
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and  Savings  Bank  on  a  savings  deposit  account  and  amounts  to 
$22,466.21. 

The  Secretary's  and  Librarian's  reports,  hereto  appended,  give 
in  detail  the  operations  of  the  various  departments  of  the  Library. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

B.  J.  CIGRAND,  President, 

EGBERT  J.  ROULSTON,  V ice-President, 

GRAHAM  TAYLOR, 

JULIUS  STERN, 

ANTONIO  LAGORIO, 

E.  A.  BLODGETT, 
A.  N".  WATERMAN, 

F.  H.  RAWSON, 
GEORGE  B.  ARMSTRONG, 

Board  of  Directors. 
Chicago,  June  1,  1908. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 


Public  Library,  Chicago,  June  22,  1908. 
To  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS,  THE   CHICAGO 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY: 

Gentlemen:  As  required  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly,  under  which  the  Library  is  established  and 
maintained,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  financial  and  statistical 
statements  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1908 : 

THE    LIBRARY    FUND. 
Receipts. 

Balance  June  1,  1907 $403,661.86 

Adjustment  of  reserves  for  reduction  of  appro- 
priation for  1907  and  for  loss  and  costs 35,330.52 

$438,992.38 
Less  reserve  for  loss  and  costs,  taxes  of  1907. . . .  12,000.00 

$426,992.38 

Gain  in  extending  taxes  of  1907 2,636.06 

Delinquent  taxes  collected $       939.90 

Less  commissions  on  same 9.40 

930.50 

Personal    property    taxes     (not    previously    as- 
sessed)  for  the  years  1899  to  1905,  inclusive, 

assessed  in  1906 9,236.85 

Unclaimed  wages  deposited  back 10.94 

Interest  on  balances  with  City  Treasurer 519.29 

Miscellaneous  receipts  4,936.11 

Appropriation  by  City  Council  for  1908 $475,000.00 

Less   reserve   for   reduction   of   appropriation 

under  "Juul  Act" 143,000.00 

332,000.00 

$777,262.13 
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Expenditures. 


*Salaries,   main   Library $133,758.16 

*Salaries,   branch   reading-rooms 9,143.30 

Salaries,  delivery  stations 15,366.27 

Delivery  stations,  miscellaneous 5,563.25 

Branch    reading-rooms,    miscellaneous 6,196.36 

Books    22,475.10 

Binding    16,215.47 

Finding  lists  1,021.92 

Printing  and  stationery 3,688.44 

Newspapers  and   periodicals 5,181.14 

Miscellaneous  expense  4,684.84 

Fuel     7,758.86 

Heating  and  generating  plant 902.92 

Electric  supplies  and  repairs 528.25 

Elevator  supplies  and  repairs 340.68 

Janitors'  expense    795.26 

Furniture  and  fixtures 4,013.39 

Insurance    699.27 

Freight  and   expressage 266.99 

Postage    601.00 

Books  lost  and  paid  for — refunds 122.95 

Repairs,  alterations  and  improvements 6,574,47 

Blackstone  Branch  Library: 

Salaries    $3,131.17 

Books    1,502.69 

Binding    533.50 

Newspapers  and  periodicals 200.20 

Heat  and  light 1,504.17 

Repairs,  etc 1,013.93 

Miscellaneous    185.98 

8,071.64 

$253,969.93 

Interest  on  tax  warrants 1,947.52 

255,917.45 

Balance  May  31,  1908 $521,344.68 

*Includes  $7,757.89  back  salaries  for  one  month's  enforced  vacation 
in  1902,  ordered  paid  by  Board  in  March,  1908. 
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Total  Resources — Available  and  Unavailable. 

Library   fund,   1907-1908 $521,344.68 

Fund  of  1879  and  prior    (unavailable) $  23,534.44 

Delinquent  taxes   (unavailable) 33,327.97 

Reserve  for  reduction  of  appropriation  (unavail- 
able)        143,000.00 

Reserve  for  loss  and  costs  (unavailable) 12,000.00 

211,862.41 

$733,207.09 
CASH  FUNDS. 

Receipts. 

Balance  cash  on  hand  June  1,  1907 $  15,260.67 

Comptroller  for  incidental  fund 2,716.49 

Security   deposits    2,499.75 

Hiram  Kelly  fund  income 8,185.67 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  fund  income 774.04 

Jerome  Beecher  fund  income 118.21 

Payments  on  mortgage  loan  notes 1,000.00 

Miscellaneous  receipts: 

Fines  for  retention  of  books $8,662.83 

Sale  of  finding  lists 621.79 

Books  lost  and  paid  for 648.60 

Miscellaneous    236.12 

Sale   of   duplicates 192.55 

10,361.89 
Tax  warrants  repaid 115,500.00 

Expenditures. 

Miscellaneous  receipts  paid  monthly  to  city  col- 
lector     $     4,936.11 

One-half  moneys  collected  as  fines  for  retention 
of   books   paid   to   pension   fund,    June,   1907- 

February,  1908   3,237.07 

All   moneys  collected  as  fines  for  retention  of 

books  paid  to  pension  fund,  March-May,  1908.  2,188.71 

Incidental  fund  as  per  vouchers  audited 2,738.08 

Security  deposits  refunded 2,476.75 

Books  paid  for  from  Kelly  fund  income 41.24 

Books,  etc.,  paid  for  from  Ryder  fund  income. . .  461.24 

Tax   warrants   purchased 73,000.00 

Certificates  of  deposit 43,500.00 

Balance  cash  on  hand  May  31,  1908 23,837.52 


$156,416.72     $156,416.72 
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SUMMARY  OF  BALANCE. 


Special  deposits  $       100.00 

Security    deposits    1,005.75 

Incidental  fund   265.56 

Hiram  Kelly  fund  income 18,469.76 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  fund  income 2,244.47 

Jerome  Beecher  fund  income 1,751.98 

Hiram   Kelly    fund 200,000.00 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  fund 10,000.00 

Jerome   Beecher  fund 2,000.00 

$235,837.52 

Deduct  investments: 

Mortgage  loan  notes $     8,500.00 

Certificates  of  deposit 43,500.00 

Real  estate,  cor.  Jackson  bd.  &  Sherman  st. .   160,000.00 

212,000.00 

$  23,837.52 
TRUST  FUNDS. 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  fund $  10,000.00 

Jerome  Beecher  fund 2,000.00 

Hiram  Kelly  fund 200,000.00 

$212,000.00 

Trust  funds  invested: 

Mortgage  loan  notes — 

John  Coumbe  note $     4,000.00 

Harris  J.  Pearlman  (extension  of  Foley 
note)     4,500.00 

Certificates  of  deposit — 

Northern  Trust  Co.  certificate  2239 10,000.00 

Northern  Trust  Co.  certificate  2240 13,000.00 

Northern  Trust  Co.  certificate  2242 500.00 

Chicago  Savings  Bank  &  Trust  Co.  cer- 
tificate 4487    20,000.00 

Real  estate,  cor.  Jackson  bd.  &  Sherman  st.  160,000.00 

$212,000.00 

TRUST  FUNDS— CASH  ACCOUNT. 
Receipts. 

Balance  in  bank  June  1,  1907 $  13,890.77 

Interest  on  deposits  in  bank 414.87 

Interest  on  certificates  of  deposit 223.97 

Interest  on  mortgage  loan  notes 475.00 

Interest  on  tax  warrants 1,746.57 

Rents 6,000.00 
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Expenditures. 

Paid  by  order  of  Board  of  Directors: 

Books,  from  Kelly  fund  income $         41.24 

Books,  from  Ryder  fund  income 243.73 

Balance  cash  in  bank  May  31,  1908 22,466.21 


$  22,751.18     $  22,751.18 
BOOKS. 

Number  of  books  in  Library  June  1,  1907 339,282 

Number  of  books  purchased  the  past  year 22,353 

Number  of  books  donated  the  past  year 1,765 

Number  of  books  received  from  reading-rooms.     1,450 
Other  sources  .  275 


Total  number  of  books  added  the  past  year  25,843 

Number  of  books  worn  out  the  past  year 11,466 

Number  of  books  lost  and  paid  for 600 

Number  of  books  delinquent  in  1906-07 87 

Number  of  books  missing  in  1906-07 660 

Duplicates  disposed  of 219 


Total  number  of  books  subtracted  the  past 

year    13,032 

Total  net  additions  the  past  year 12,811 


Total  number  of  volumes  in  Library,  June 

1,  1908   352,093 

Total   number  of  volumes   unaccounted  for  in 

inventory  of  1908 1,396 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  G.  WILSON, 

Acting  Secretary. 
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STATE  OF  ILLINOIS,    ( 
COUNTY  or  COOK,    f 

I,  H.  G.  Wilson,  Acting  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Chicago  Public  Library,  do  solemnly  swear  that  the  foregoing 
statements  are  true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

H.  G.  WILSON, 

Acting  Secretary. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  twenty-second  day  of 
June,  A.  D.  1908.  JAMES  BUGGIE, 

Notary  Public. 

Chicago,  June  22,  1908. 

We  have  examined  the  Books  and  accounts  of  the  Chicago  Pub- 
lic Library  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1908,  and  find  them  to  be 
correct.  We  certify  that  the  foregoing  statements  of  cash  funds, 
trust  funds,  etc.,  are  in  accordance  therewith. 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  AUDIT  Co., 

BY  JOHN  MCLAREN,  President. 
ROBERT  NELSON,  C.  A.  Manager. 


REPORT  OF    THE   LIBRARIAN. 


To  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY: 
Gentlemen:     I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  thirty-sixth  annual 
report  of  the  Librarian  for  the  year  ending  May  31,  1908. 

GROWTH  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  on  May  31,  1908,  was 
352,093,  a  net  increase  of  12,811  over  the  number  reported  at  the 
close  of  last  year.  The  gross  accessions  of  the  year  numbered 
25,843  volumes.  Of  these  22,353  were  purchased;  1,765  were 
donated;  1,286  were  acquired  by  binding  periodicals  from  the  vari- 
ous reading-rooms;  164  by  binding  reports  and  pamphlets;  43 
were  taken  from  the  duplicate  room ;  55  were  received  by  exchange 
and  177  were  books  which  had  been  lost  and  paid  for,  or  missing  in 
previous  years,  and  now  recovered  and  reaccessioned.  To  the  num- 
ber of  unbound  pamphlets  1,499  were  added,  increasing  the  num- 
ber now  in  the  Library  to  62,593. 

There  were  deducted  from  the  total  number  of  volumes  in  the 
Library  during  the  past  year  the  following  items:  Books  worn 
out  and  withdrawn  from  circulation,  11,466 ;  accessioned  duplicates 
disposed  of,  219 ;  books  lost  and  paid  for,  600 ;  books  unaccounted 
for  in  the  annual  inventory  of  1906-7,  660;  books  not  recovered 
from  delinquent  borrowers  in  1906-7,  87.  Of  the  books  worn  out 
and  withdrawn  from  circulation,  5,209  were  English  prose  fiction, 
4,652  were  juvenile  books,  960  were  books  in  foreign  languages, 
and  645  in  all  other  classes.  As  has  been  the  custom  heretofore, 
the  worn-out  books  were  distributed  among  various  institutions  in 
Cook  County.  The  House  of  Correction  received  about  9,000  vol- 
umes. Other  recipients  were :  St.  Mary's  School  for  Boys,  Guard- 
ian Angel's  Church  School,  Geneva  School  for  Girls,  St.  Elizabeth's 
Day  Nursery  and  the  Halsted  Street  Institutional  School. 

The  entire  amount  expended  for  books  was  $24,262.76,  which  in- 
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eludes  purchases  for  the  Blackstone  Branch  and  for  the  branch 
reading-rooms.  The  following  noteworthy  additions  were  made  to 
the  reference  and  art  collections:  Allier,  L'Ancien  Bourbonnais, 
4  vols. ;  Blondel,  Eeimpression  de  1'Architecture  Franchise,  4  vols. ; 
Brinton,  The  Renaissance,  its  Life  and  Art;  Briquet,  Les  Fili- 
granes,  4  vols. ;  Chamberlain,  Universities  and  their  Sons,  5  vols. ; 
Deutsche  Gedenkhalle;  European  Architecture  (1,098  photo- 
graphs), 9  vols.;  Hantzsch  und  Schmidt,  Kartographische  Denk- 
maler  zur  Entdeckung  von  Amerika ;  Hessling,  Le  Vieux  Paris,  2 
vols.;  Joly,  Legend  in  Japanese  Art;  Latham,  Gardens  of  Italy, 
2  vols.;  Lutzow,  Kunstschatze  Italiens;  Norroena  (Anglo-Saxon 
Classics),  15  vols. ;  Stein,  Ancient  Khotan,  2  vols. ;  Temple,  Modern 
Spanish  Painting;  Williams,  History  of  the  Art  of  Writing,  4 
vols. ;  Winter,  Kamme  aller  Zeit. 

DONATIONS. 

The  gifts  of  books  to  the  Library  during  the  year  number  1,765 
volumes.  The  principal  donors  were :  Mrs.  0.  W.  Potter,  who  pre- 
sented a  set  of  "Punch"  in  75  volumes,  bound  in  half-morocco; 
Mr.  Geo.  W.  Barker,  18  volumes;  Henry  B.  Fuller,  43  volumes; 
Mrs.  F.  M.  Atwood,  86  volumes;  Arnold  Dresden,  40  volumes; 
Carnegie  Institution,  31  volumes  and  15  pamphlets;  Connecticut 
State  Library,  19  volumes  and  11  pamphlets;  Iowa  State  Library, 
162  volumes  and  67  pamphlets ;  Massachusetts  Commonwealth,  13 
volumes;  Michigan  State  Library,  39  volumes  and  40  pamphlets; 
New  York  State  Library,  19  volumes  and  14  pamphlets;  Penn- 
sylvania State  Library,  56  volumes  and  91  pamphlets.  The  vari- 
ous departments,  of  the  United  States  Government  at  Washington 
gave  205  volumes  and  913  pamphlets.  From  the  British  Patent 
Commissioners  222  volumes  were  received.  A  complete  list  of  the 
donors  of  books  and  pamphlets  is  given  in  Appendix  E. 

HOME    CIRCULATION. 

The  Circulating  Department  of  the  main  Library  was  open  on 
304  days  during  the  year.  The  department  was  closed  on  Sundays 
and  holidays,  but  was  open  on  week-days  from  9  a.  m.  to  6 :30  p.  m. 
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The  total  number  of  books  issued  for  home  use  was  1,601,645,  an 
increase  of  187,353  volumes,  or  more  than  thirteen  per  cent.,  over 
the  previous  year.  The  daily  average  home  circulation  at  the  main 
Library  and  through  the  delivery  stations  rose  from  4,521  to  5,046. 
The  largest  number  of  books  issued  in  any  one  day  at  the  main 
Library  was  8,799,  on  April  8,  1908  ;  the  smallest  number  3,290, 
on  September  18,  1907.  The  fines  received  from  delinquent  bor- 
rowers amounted  to  $8,662.83.  The  number  of  notices  sent  to  bor- 
rowers and  guarantors  was  23,542.  The  home  circulation,  ex- 
clusive of  the  circulation  of  the  Blackstone  Branch,  is  shown  in 
the  following  table,  month  by  month,  for  the  past  two  years  : 


1908-1909 

1906-1907 

Month 

Days 

Circulation 

Week 
Day 

Average 

Month 

Days 

Circulation 

Week 
Day 
Average 

June   

25 
26 
27 
24 
27 
25 
25 
26 
23 
26 
25 
25 

109,541 
106,704 
106,064 
100,230 
124,073 
130,228 
127,007 
144,655 
139,135 
160,717 
147,248 
134,  '.)<>!> 

4,382 
4,104 
3,928 
4,176 
4,595 
5,209 
5.C80 
5,564 
6,049 
6,181 
5,890 
5,399 

June  

26 
25 
27 
24 
27 
24 
25 
26 
22 
26 
25 
25 

106,535 
99,212 
100,276 
93,968 
113,766 
116,092 
118,653 
126,811 
113,156 
127,598 
124,073 
121,701 

4,098 
3,969 
3,714 
3,915 
4,214 
4,837 
4,746 
4,877 
5,143 
4,908 
4,963 
4,868 

July 

July..  . 

August 

August 

September.  .  . 
October  
November.  .  . 
December.  .  .  . 
January 

September.  .  . 
October  
November.  .  . 
December.  .  .  . 
January     .  .  . 

February.  .  .  . 
March  

February.  .  .  . 
March  

April  

April  

May              .  . 

May  

Total  

Total  .  . 

304 

1,530,571 

5,046 

302 

1,361,841 

4,521 

INTER-LIBRARY  LOANS. 


Requisitions  were  received  from  twenty-two  libraries,  outside  of 
the  city,  asking  for  the  loan  of  books  under  the  inter-library  loan 
plan.  The  number  of  books  loaned  in  this  manner  was  236,  an 
increase  of  99  over  the  previous  year. 
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CLASSIFICATION    OF    THE    CIRCULATION. 

The  classification  of  the  books  issued  for  home  reading,  show- 
ing the  number  of  volumes  and  the  percentage  of  each  class,  is  as 

follows : 

Volumes.  Pet. 

English  prose  fiction 725,705  45.31 

Juvenile   literature    535,590  33.44 

History  and  biography 65,027  4.06 

Geography  and  travels 37,318  2.33 

Sciences  and  arts 78,320  4.89 

Poetry  and  drama 27,869  1.74 

Miscellaneous   35,557  2.22 

Foreign  languages  96,259  6.01 


1,601,645  100.00 

REGISTRATION. 

During  the  three  years  ending  May  31,  1908,  the  statistics  of  the 
Registry  Department  show  that  109,236  cards  were  issued.  There 
were  canceled  during  this  period  14,737  cards,  leaving  the  number 
of  live  cards  outstanding  at  the  close  of  the  year,  94,499.  The 
classification  of  card  holders  by  sex  shows  that  58,276  cards  were 
issued  to  males,  and  50,960  to  females.  Of  the  total  number  of 
cards  issued  during  the  year,  18,215  were  applied  for  at  the  main 
Library  and  21,592  at  the  delivery  stations.  There  were  issued 
581  teacher's  cards,  making  the  number  of  such  cards  now  out- 
standing 1,730. 

DELIVERY  STATIONS. 

The  circulation  of  books  for  home  use  through  the  Delivery 
Stations  was  954,000,  an  increase  of  109,585-  over  the  previous  year. 
Seventy-four  stations  were  in  operation  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
four  new  stations  having  been  opened  since  the  last  report.  An 
additional  motor  wagon  was  purchased  to  guard  against  interrup- 
tion in  the  delivery  service  on  account  of  a  breakdown  or  necessary 
repairs  to  any  of  the  wagons.  Thirty-four  of  the  stations  are  now 
receiving  a  daily  return  delivery,  so  that  readers  who  leave  their 
books  at  a  station  in  the  morning  may  have  them  exchanged  the 
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same  day.  Thirty-two  of  the  stations  receive  only  one  delivery  a 
day.  Eight  of  the  stations  which  are  located  in  the  suburbs  receive 
their  books  by  the  American  Express  Company's  service.  The 
delivery  station  conducted  by  Sears,  Roebuck  &  Co.  in  their  estab- 
lishment, for  the  benefit  of  their  employees,  circulated  more  books 
than  any  one  of  the  Library  stations.  Other  manufacturing  and 
mercantile  houses  which  were  supplied  with  books  were:  The 
Chicago  Telephone  Company,  the  Fair,  the  Western  Electric  Com- 
pany, the  Spiegel-May-Stern  Company,  and  the  International  Har- 
vester Company.  Various  social  settlements  received  loan  collec- 
tions of  books,  to  the  number  of  1,033  volumes.  The  public  schools 
borrowed  606  volumes  for  special  class  use.  The  amount  expended 
for  compensation  of  delivery  station  keepers  and  salaries  of  motor 
wagon  operators  was  $15,366.27.  The  detailed  statistics  of  the  vari- 
ous delivery  stations  are  given  in  Appendices  C  and  D. 

REFERENCE  ROOM. 

The  past  year  shows  a  marked  increase  in  the  attendance  of  read- 
ers in  the  Reference  Room,  and  in  the  number  of  books  used. 
There  were  issued  from  the  stack  rooms  407,826  volumes,  an  increase 
of  46,835  over  the  previous  report.  No  estimate  is  possible  of  the 
number  of  open-shelf  books  used  in  the  room.  The  average  number 
of  readers  counted  in  the  room  at  the  close  of  each  hour  from 

9  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m.  was  89.    The  maximum  average  attendance  each 
day  was  at  3  o'clock  when  139  readers  were  present.     The  largest 
attendance  at  any  one  time  was  264,  at  3  o'clock  on  February  1, 
1908.     The  recorded  attendance  at  the  close  of  each  hour  during 
the  past  three  years  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 

Year  Year  Year 

1907-08.  1906-07.  1905-06. 

10  a.  m 16,206  16,019  14,432 

11  a.  m 29,779  26,883  24,540 

12  m 34,553  29,779  26,766 

1  p.  m 40,642  32,685  29,844 

2  p.  m 45,690  37,270  34,352 

3  p.  m 50,447  43,707  40,670 

4  p.  m 47,082  43,791  40,492 

5  p.  m . . : 33,632  32,799  29,513 

6  p.  m 21,849  17,735  17,115 

7  p.  m 19,637  14,988  15,344 

8  p.  m 19,312  14,764  14,474 

9  p.  m 15,360  11,909  11,461 
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The  classification  of  books  used  in  the  Keference  Eoom  is  as 

follows : 

Volumes.  Pet. 

Arts  and  sciences 86,576  21.20 

History  and  biography 61,285  15.20 

Bound  periodicals    53,853  13.20 

Geography  and  travels 30,209  7.40 

Language  and  literature 107,158  26.20 

All   other  classes 68,745  16.80 


407,826  100.00 

AET   ROOM. 

The  Art  Eoom  was  visited  by  31,871  readers,  who  consulted 
95,360  books.  Exhibits  of  illustrated  books  and  engravings  were 
given  during  the  year,  covering  the  following  subjects:  Japan; 
Moths  and  Butterflies;  the  Netherlands;  Australia  and  the  South 
Seas;  Philippine  and  Sandwich  Islands;  Rome;  India;  the  Holy 
Land ;  Russia ;  Scandinavia ;  United  States  Navy ;  Italian  Cities ; 
China  and  the  Chinese;  Ornamental  Iron  Work;  Design  and 
Ornament. 

READING-ROOM. 

The  average  number  of  persons  present  in  the  Reading-Room  at 
the  close  of  each  hour  from  9  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m.  was  223.  This  is  an 
increase  of  26  over  the  previous  year.  The  maximum  average  at- 
tendance throughout  the  year  was  at  3  o'clock,  when  319  readers 
were  counted,  as  against  282  during  the  year  before.  The  largest 
number  present  in  the  room  at  one  time  was  535,  on  January  23, 
1908,  at  3  o'clock.  ' 

The  aggregate  attendance  at  the  close  of  each  hour  during  the 

past  three  years  is  shown  in  the  following  table: 

Year                  Year  Year 

1907-08.               1906-07.  1905-06. 

10  a.  m 60,612                 52,131  60,398 

11  a.  m 78,126                 66,303  79,358 

12  m 90,364                 77,308  84,601 

1  p.  m 99,834  83,897  89,534 

2  p.  m 107,245  91,300  92,526 

3  p.  m 115,717  101,262  103,491 

4  p.  m 101,652  90,696  96,909 

5  p.  m 80,966  74,144  75,070 

6  p.  m 53,014  48,180  49,620 

7  p.  m 55,748  50,038  51,012 

8  p.  m 50,718  46,171  45,713 

9  p.  m 37,837  37,783  31,698 
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The  number  of  newspapers  and  magazines  on  file  in  the  Beading- 
Boom  is  1,266,  and  their  nationality  and  frequency  of  publication 
is  shown  in  the  following  table : 


Quar- 
terly 

Bi- 

Monthly 

Monthly 

Semi- 
Monthly 

Weekly 

Semi- 
Weekly 

Daily 

Total 

American 

66 

11 

424 

7 

198 

75 

781 

British  

30 

2 

105 

62 

1 

6 

206 

German  

6 

1 

28 

12 

60 

1 

16 

124 

French          .... 

o 

12 

5 

14 

3 

36 

Bohemian  
Italian  

3 

1 

1 
o 

13 
6 

5 

22 

9 

Spanish  

1 

2 

3 

Norwegian  
Swedish  

2 
3 

1 

5 

12 

1 

3 
3 

12 
18 

Danish  

1 

o 

r> 

12 

Dutch  

2 

5 

7 

Hungarian  

1 

3 

4 

Russian  

2 

1 

2 

5 

Polish  

1 

10 

3 

14 

Miscellaneous  .  . 

13 

13 

Total  

102 

16 

585 

28 

411 

3 

121 

1266 

The  amount  expended  for  periodicals  for  the  main  Beading- 
Boom,  the  Blackstone  Branch,  and  the  Branch  Beading-Booms  was 
$5,381.34.  The  South  Park  Commissioners  supplied  the  magazines 
for  Beading-Booms  Nos.  7-10.  A  list  of  the  serials  which  are 
donated  to  the  Library  by  the  publishers  is  given  in  Appendix  F. 

BBANCH    BEADING-BOOMS. 

Thirteen  Branch  Beading-Booms  were  in  operation  at  the  close 
of  the  year,  three  new  ones  having  been  established  since  the  last 
report.  On  April  28,  1908,  a  reading-room  was  opened  in  Ogden 
Park,  West  Sixty-seventh  street  and  Center  avenue,  making  the 
fifth  of  these  rooms  which  have  been  located  in  the  field-houses  of 
the  small  parks  in  the  South  Division.  The  room  is  equipped  with 
a  well-selected  collection  of  miscellaneous  and  reference  books.  The 
South  Park  Commissioners  supply  the  forty-eight  periodicals  which 
are  on  file;  also  the  periodicals  in  the  other  four  park  reading- 
rooms.  On  Afay  1,  1908,  Branch  Beading-Boom  No.  12  was  opened 
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at  1711  N.  Clark  street,  near  Belmont  avenue,  in  a  store  rented  by 
the  Library  Board.  This  is  the  second  reading-room  established 
in  the  North  Division.  Boom  No.  13  was  opened  on  May  2,  1908, 
at  Chicago  Commons,  Grand  avenue  and  Morgan  street,  in  a  neigh- 
borhood which  promises  a  good  field  for  extending  the  benefits  of 
the  Library.  The  record  of  the  attendance  at  the  various  reading- 
rooms  shows  an  increase  of  more  than  thirty  per  cent,  over  last  year. 
Few  additions  of  new  books  were  made  in  the  older  rooms,  but  lists 
are  now  in  preparation  which  will  strengthen  the  book  collections 
considerably  in  all  the  rooms.  The  statistics,  in  detail,  are  shown 
in  the  following  table: 


No. 

Location 

Serials 
on 
File 

Books 
in 
R.  R. 

Mean 
Hourly 
Attendance 

Average 
Maximum 
Attendance 
Hourly 

I. 

1202  Milwaukee  Ave.,  near 
Robey  St  

104 

2,866 

28       . 

40 

II. 

3841  State  St.,  near  39th 
St  

87 

2,903 

17 

25 

III. 

226  North  Ave.,  near  Or- 
chard St  

99 

2,977 

14 

27 

IV. 

821  Ashland  Ave.,  near  18th 
St  

120 

1,698 

98 

42 

V. 

21  Blue  Island  Ave.,  near 
Harrison  St 

93 

2,885 

13 

20 

VI. 

770  W.  Madison  St.,  near 
Robey  St  

126 

3,054 

33 

54 

VII. 

Hamilton  Park  (W.  72d  and 
Wallace  Sts.)  

36 

1,206 

21 

34 

VIII. 

Davis  Square  (W.   44th  St. 
and  Marshfield  Ave  ) 

35 

1,331 

16 

23 

IX. 

Armour  Square  (33d  St.  and 
5th  Ave.)  

38 

1,206 

15 

99 

X. 
XI. 

Bessemer  Park  (South  Chi- 
cago Ave.  and  89th  St.  ... 
Ogden  Park  (W.  67th  St.  and 
Center  Ave.)  

29 
48 

1,061 
1,382 

18 
28 

26 
39 

XII. 

1711  N.  Clark  St.,  near  Bel- 
mont Ave  

45 

1,377 

31 

56 

XIII. 

Chicago  Commons  (N.  Mor- 
gan St.  and  Grand  Ave.)  .  . 

33 

834 

22 

37 

Totals  

893 

24,710 

22 

34 
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BLACKSTONE  MEMOKIAL  BRANCH  LIBEARY. 

The  librarian-in-charge  of  the  Blackstone  Memorial  Branch 
Library  presents  the  following  report  for  the  past  year: 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Blackstone  Branch  Library  on  May  31, 
1908,  was  10,793,  a  net  increase  of  1,48£  for  the  year.  The  total  number 
of  accessions  was  1,692  and  the  deductions  201.  Of  these  deductions,  137 
were  books  unaccounted  for  in  the  annual  inventory  of  1906-1907,  42  were 
worn  out,  20  lost  and  paid  for,  1  delinquent  and  1  withdrawn  and  sent  to 
the  main  Library. 

The  number  of  books  issued  for  home  use  was  75,129,  as  against  56,464 
for  the  previous  year,  an  increase  of  thirty-three  per  cent.  Of  this  num- 
ber 4,055  were  circulated  through  the  delivery  stations  department.  The 
number  of  cards  issued  through  the  branch  was  1,512. 

An  entertainment  for  the  Children's  League  was  given  on  February  28 
in  the  auditorium  of  the  Hyde  Park  Y.  M.  C.  A.,  the  program  consisting  of 
stories  from  the  King  Arthur  legends,  with  stereopticon  views.  The  en- 
tertainment, which  was  attended  by  between  five  and  six  hundred  children, 
resulted  in  many  new  numbers  being  added  to  the  league,  and  in  an  in- 
creased circulation  of  books. 

We  find  our  work  with  the  league  limited  to  one  large  entertainment  a 
year,  as  the  lack  of  space  In  the  branch  precludes  the  meeting  of  smaller 
club  groups  at  closer  intervals.  We  have,  however,  inaugurated  a  series  of 
story  hours  on  alternate  Saturday  mornings  from  10  to  11  o'clock  in  the 
adult  reading  room,  the  adults  using  the  children's  room  during  this  hour. 
These  story  hours  were  held  from  October  to  May  and  the  groups  num- 
bered from  fifteen  to  fifty  children,  chosen  by  grades  from  the  adjacent 
schools.  Miss  Mary  A.  Wilson,  of  the  Public  Library  staff,  very  success- 
fully conducted  these  story  hours,  and  we  hope  to  continue  them  next 
winter.  The  stories  were  selected  from  Greek,  Roman,  and  Scandinavian 
myths,  nature  stories,  and  hero  legends,  with  occasional  fairy  tales. 

The  increased  circulation  and  reference  work  in  the  evening  necessi- 
tated the  appointment  of  a  second  attendant  for  the  evening  hours  after 
April  1. 

We  are  still  unable  to  start  on  the  work  of  a  subject  catalogue,  but  the 
current  work  is  kept  up  to  date. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

MARY    WHISTLER    WOOD, 

Librarian-in-Charge. 
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THE  THOMAS  HUGHES  BEADING-ROOM  FOR  YOUNG 

PEOPLE. 

The  Thomas  Hughes  Read  ing-Room  for  Young  People  has  de- 
veloped into  one  of  the  most  active  agencies  in  extending  the 
usefulness  of  the  Library.  Although  the  attendance  of  pupils  from 
the  schools  is  noticeable  after  school  hours  and  on  Saturdays  the 
attendance  during  the  noonday  hours  is  even  larger,  showing  that 
the  boys  who  are  employed  in  the  down-town  stores  and  shops  are 
regular  patrons  of  the  room.  Special  efforts  have  been  made  at 
various  times  during  the  year  to  secure  the  co-operation  of  the 
teachers  in  the  schools  nearest  the  Library,  and  to  induce  their 
pupils  to  make  use  of  its  facilities.  As  a  result  much  of  the  time 
of  the  attendant  in  charge  of  the  room  is  given  over  to  assisting 
children  and  teachers  in  reference  work.  It  is  proposed,  during 
the  coming  year,  to  further  increase  the  attractiveness  of  the  room 
by  having  occasional  Saturday  morning  lectures,  of  a  popular 
nature,  on  historical  and  scientific  subjects.  The  aggregate  attend- 
ance based  on  the  number  of  readers  in  the  room  at  the  close  of 
each  hour  during  the  year  was  as  follows: 

Year 
1907-08. 

10  a.  m 4,262 

11  a.  m 6,323 

12  m 7,257 

1  p.  m 7,396 

2  p.  m 6,119 

3  p.  m 6,274 

4  p.  m 5,979 

5  p.  m 4,633 

6  p.  m 1,790 

PATENT  REPORTS  AND  PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 

The  attendance  in  the  Room  for  Patent  Reports  and  Public 
Documents  was  29,211  during  the  year.  There  were  consulted  in 
this  room  116,045  volumes  of  patent  reports  and  14,572  volumes 
of  public  documents.  Of  bound  volumes  of  newspapers,  6,977  wore 
used;  also  1,896  volumes  of  certain  scientific  journals  which  are 
kept  in  this  department. 
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BOOKS  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

The  collection  of  books  for  the  blind  now  numbers  1,125  vol- 
umes comprising  462  volumes  in  Braille  print,  359  volumes  in 
Moon  type,  250  volumes  in  American  Line,  and  54  volumes  in  New 
York  Point.  Seventeen  volumes  were  added  during  the  year. 
There  were  circulated  for  home  use  944  volumes,  of  which  739 
were  in  Braille  print,  138  volumes  in  Moon  type,  46  in  Line  letter 
and  21  in  New  York  Point;  156  volumes  were  used  at  the  main 
Library. 

CARD    CATALOGUES   AND    PUBLICATIONS. 

The  unusually  large  number  of  books  added  to  the  Library  dur- 
ing the  past  two  years  have  been  handled  in  the  cataloguing  depart- 
ment without  increasing  the  working  force.  Although  not  much 
progress  has  been  made  in  carrying  on  some  of  the  unfinished  work 
on  the  public  card  catalogue  all  current  accessions  were  promptly 
handled  and  the  necessary  cards  for  the  public  and  official  cata- 
logues were  prepared.  The  card  catalogues  .for  the  Branch 
Reading-Rooms  were  finally  completed  and  installed  in  the  various 
rooms. 

The  publications  of  the  Library  consisted  of  the  following:  A 
section  of  the  revised  edition  of  the  finding  lists  comprising  Useful 
Arts  (192  pages)  ;  four  quarterly  bulletins  (Nos.  81,  82,  83  and 
84)  containing  the  titles  of  the  newer  accessions;  one  bulletin 
(No.  80)  containing  the  titles  of  books  in  foreign  languages  added 
to  the  Library  in  1907.  The  amount  derived  from  the  sale  of  vari- 
ous publications  was  $621.79. 

ADMINISTRATION. 

The  entire  number  of  persons  employed  in  all  departments  of 
the  Library  service  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  193,  an  increase  of 
12  over  last  year.  The  pay-rolls  of  the  main  Library,  the  Branch 
Reading-Rooms  and  the  Blackstone  Branch  amounted  to  $146,- 
032.63.  This  sum  included  $7,757.89,  which  the  Library  Board 
ordered  to  be  paid  to  its  employees  as  back  salary  on  account  of 
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one  month's  enforced  vacation  which  they  were  required  to  take 
in  1902. 

The  Library  service  has  lost  through  deaths  and  resignations 
several  of  its  oldest  employees.  Mr.  E.  F.  L.  Gauss,  the  first  assist- 
ant librarian,  died  in  December,  1907.  He  entered  the  service  in 
1887.  Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Young  and  Miss  Kate  M.  Henneberry, 
assistant  librarians,  respectively  thirty-two  and  thirty-three  years 
in  the  service,  resigned  and  elected  to  receive  the  benefits  of  the 
Library  Employees'  Pension  Fund.  Mr.  N.  S.  Purviance,  a  janitor, 
twenty-five  years  in  the  employ  of  the  Library,  died  in  December, 
1907. 

BINDING. 

The  number  of  volumes  bound  during  the  year  was  35,117.  Of 
these  32,802  were  newly  bound  or  rebound,  and  2,315  were  re- 
sewed  in  the  old  covers.  There  were  repaired  in  the  Binding  De- 
partment 43,607  books;  1,712  were  repaired  at  the  binderies.  The 
books  relabeled  during  the  year  numbered  59,813  volumes.  The 
amount  expended  for  binding  was  $16,748.97. 

ANNUAL  INVENTORY. 

The  total  number  of  books  reported  missing  at  the  close  of  the 
year  \vas  1,396,  as  compared  with  910  in  1906-07.  Of  these,  633 
are  missing  at  the  main  Library,  130  at  the  Blackstone  Branch, 
and  633  in  the  Branch  Eeading-rooms.  The  heaviest  loss  at  a  Branch 
Beading-room  was  in  Room  No.  l,on  Milwaukee  avenue,  from  which 
276  volumes  disappeared.  Of  the  books  unaccounted  for  in  last 
year's  inventory,  250  have  since  been  found ;  34  of  the  books  lost  in 
previous  years  have  also  been  recovered. 

LECTURES  AND  STORY  HOURS. 

The  Chicago  Medical  Society  continued  its  course  of  popular  lec- 
tures during  the  past  winter.  The  average  attendance  at  each  of  the 
thirty-four  lectures  which  were  given  was  110  persons.  The  Chi- 
cago Homeopathic  Society  had  the  use  of  the  Lecture  Room  for 
seven  meetings,  which  were  attended  by  825  persons.  The  Regular 
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Homeopathic  Society  held  seven  meetings,  attended  by  422  persons. 
The  Odontographic  Society  had  1,300  persons  at  its  eight  meetings. 
Six  meetings  of  the  Chicago  Library  Club  were  attended  by  353 
persons,  and  ten  lectures  by  the  Society  for  Social  Hygiene  were 
attended  by  442  people. 

In  March  and  April  the  Chicago  Association  of  Collegiate 
Alumnae  arranged  a  series  of  five  story  hours  for  children  in  the 
Lecture  Room.  Stories  were  told  by  persons  trained  in  that  line 
of  work  and  the  audiences,  which  consisted  chiefly  of  pupils  from 
public  schools  nearest  the  down-town  district,  filled  the  room  to  its 
seating  capacity.  The  association  also  gave  four  Sunday  afternoon 
readings  for  adults,  which  wore  largely  attended. 

At  the  Davis  Square  Eeading-Room  the  Library  Committee  of 
the  Chicago  Woman's  Club  inaugurated  a  story  hour  series  for 
which  they  employed  a  trained  story  teller,  who  entertained  the 
children  during  March  and  April.  The  Englewood  Woman's  Club 
carried  on  similar  work  at  the  Hamilton  Park  Eeading-Room  dur- 
ing the  winter  months. 

Mr.  Carl  B.  Roden  gave  his  illustrated  lecture  on  the  Library 
before  a  number  of  social  and  literary  organizations  during  the 
past  year.  Respectfully  submitted, 

FREDERICK  H.  HILD, 

Chicago,  June  22,  1908.  Librarian. 
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APPENDIX     B. 
CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 


Total 
Accessions 
of  the  Year 

Net 
Accessions 
of  the  Year 

Total  No. 
Volumes 
in  Library 

History                         

919 
505 
554 
288 
267 
167 
533 
632 
1,128 
583 
278 
406 
37 
188 
96 
41 
1,493 

832 
192 
522 
7,151 
7,189 
1,061 
320 
28 
11 
2 

28 
82 
17 
9 
180 
3 
13 

'98 
17 

820 
457 
464 
222 
201 
167 
504 
561 
908 
518 
231 
361 
33 
166 
76 
21 
1,489 

583 
188 
511 
1,430 
2,052 
450 
239 
15 
6 
2 
22 
—  5 
—37 
—  29 
66 
—  8 
13 

'97 

'i? 

21,108 
14,107 
11,720 
7,465 
4,590 
3,906 
6,994 
8,298 
20,365 
9,121 
6,800 
5,063 
1,507 
7,185 
1,107 
1,194 
45,548 

24,106 
3,923 
5,501 
60,804 
25,875 
24,668 
11,193 
1,240 
1,178 
44 
1,504 
4,832 
1,991 
579 
6,616 
167 
92 
6 
436 
135 
1,125 

Travels            

Poetry  and  drama     

Essays  and  miscellanies  

Polygraphy  and  collected  works  .... 
Fine  arts              

Natural  sciences       .    .  .  

Useful  arts  (including  patents)  

Political  and  social  science         

Language  and  literature            

Mental  and  moral  science  

Ancient  classics        

Religion                

Medicine                       .                 

Law      ;  .  .  .  . 

Periodicals  and  newspapers  

Government  documents    and  state 
papers               

Bibliography               

Dictionaries  and  encyclopaedias  

English  prose  fiction  

Juvenile  literature  

German  literature  

French  literature  

Italian  literature  

Spanish  literature  

Portuguese  literature  

Dutch  literature  

Bohemian  literature  

Polish  literature  

Russian  literature  

Scandanavian  literature  

Hungarian  literature  

Lithuanian  literature  

Welsh  literature  

Yiddish  literature  

Japanese  and  Chinese  literature  
Books  for  the  blind                      , 

Total  

25,843 

12,811 

352,093 

APPENDIX  C. 
DELIVERY  STATIONS— LOCATIONS,  ETC. 


Stations. 

Locations. 

In  charge  of 

Issues. 

1  North 

378  Orleans  street  

Sidnev  Hicks 

6  826 

2 

635  Larrabee  street  

E   J    Black 

31  622 

3 

477  Lincoln  avenue      

Simon  Popper 

16  724 

4 

2517  N.  Hermitage  avenue.  . 

Historical  Society  

16859 

5 

1665  Lincoln  avenue  

Kramer  &  Wegener 

5  246 

6 

226  E.  North  avenue  

Reading  Room        .    . 

13  003 

7       ' 

4810  N  Clark  street         

Jacob  Feldman 

8  146 

8 

701  Belmont  avenue         .... 

Albert  Gorges 

10  585 

9 

Closed  

10 

1711  N.  Clark  street  

Reading  Room 

25  774 

11 

1956  N.  Halsted  street     .... 

Helen  L  Keller 

12  390 

12 

1220  Argyle  street  

F.  E.  Sargent  

10,144 

13 

1920  Evanston  avenue  

E.  D.  Blodgett    

8728 

1  South 

154  E.  22d  street  

Max  F   Ernst         

8098 

2 

190  E.  31st  street  

Orr  &  Derschell 

16  713 

3       ' 

4 

3691  Cottage  Grove  avenue. 
663  W  43d  street 

Mrs.  Anna  B.  Manlove.  . 
Mrs  M   Nolan 

15,581 
I9  739 

5       ' 
6 

49th  st.  and  Lake  avenue.  .  .  . 
441}  W.  63d  street  

Blackstone  Br.  Library. 
Rosa  M   Kellner 

4,069 
30826 

7 

2876  Archer  avenue      

F  M   Mares 

3  627 

8 

89th  st.  and  So.  Chicago  ave. 

Reading  Room  

7  674 

9 

9901  Ewing  avenue  

E.  B.  Macy  

3  097 

10 

72d  st.  and  Normal  avenue.  . 

Reading  Room 

14  873 

11 

531  E.  55th  street  

Joseph  Schmidt 

6  161 

12 

3841  State  street     

Reading  Room 

14  973 

13 

572  E  47th  street           

R  C   Hanlon 

19  956 

14 

759  W.  120th  street  

W.  C.  Fryer  &  Co  

12  304 

15 

11100  Michigan  avenue  

T   Schmid  

13  317 

16 

246  W.  69th  street  

Mrs   Hannah  Cavelle 

16  957 

17 

413  E  63d  street  

Ida  Barker 

29  851 

18 

1079  E  75th  street           .... 

M   Kearns 

13  737 

19 

45th  st.  and  Marshfield  ave  . 

Reading  Room  

4  242 

20 

8670  Vincennes  avenue  

Mrs.  M.  A.  Kelly  

3  165 

21 

5521  S.  Halsted  street  

Moritz  Marschner      .  .    . 

17  279 

22 

W.  64th  st.  and  Center  ave.  .  . 

Reading  Room  

215 

23 

33d  st.  and  Armour  avenue.  . 

Reading  Room  

8,495 

24 

7502  Saginaw  avenue  

James  Moore     

5  678 

25 

Closed  

26 

Closed  

Chicago  Telephone  Co 

5  706 

The  Fair  

1  423 

Spiegel,  May,  Stern  &Co 

351 

1  West. 

485  S  Clinton  street     

Maxwell  st  Settlement 

9Q  331 

9           ' 

547  Grand  avenue  

Mrs.  A.  McCourt  

15  519 

3 

770  W.  Madison  street  

Reading  Room  

32  894 

4 

821  S.  Ashland  avenue  

Reading  Room  

10  087 

5 

1202  Milwaukee  avenue  

Reading  Room  

25  859 

6 

381  S.  Western  avenue  

Mrs.  S.  F.  McGrath  

21  380 

7       ' 

862  N.  California  avenue.  .  .  . 

Mrs.  E.  J.  Ainsworth..  .  . 

27,520 

Stations. 

Locations. 

In  Charge  of 

Issues. 

8      ' 

1520  Ogden  avenue  

Mrs.  Margaret  Dunne.  .  . 

14,407 

9      ' 

21  Blue  Island  avenue  

Reading  Room  

12,490 

10      ' 

2020  W.  Madison  street. 

J  W  Walters        

11,590 

11      ' 

1195  W.  Irving  Park  blvd.  .  . 

P.  R.  Rizer  

14,769 

12      ' 

1269  W.  Madison  street  

Mrs.  L.  Van  Housen.  .  .  . 

24,450 

13      ' 

574  W.  Belmont  avenue  

Tillie  Smith    

9,469 

14      ' 

1502  N.  Rockwell  street  

Louis  J  Scott    

12,287 

15      ' 

2738  N.  47th  avenue  . 

Elizabeth  Bell 

5,916 

16      ' 

2092  W.  26th  street  

C.  A.  Schumacher  

14,209 

17      ' 

1681  W.  12th  street  

Richard  P.  Goldenetz.  .  . 

16,527 

18      ' 

1802  Milwaukee  avenue.  .  . 

Mrs  K.  Kelley  

15,860 

19      ' 

1198  Armitage  avenue 

Charles  Grabe        

5,548 

20      ' 

781  W.  12th  street  

W.  A.  Stuchlik  

11,882 

21      ' 

902  Ogden  avenue  

Mrs.  H.  Jacobs  

4,426 

22      ' 

285  N.  Lawndale  avenue.  .  . 

Mrs  E  Carlson    

7,615 

23      ' 

1684  W.  North  avenue     .... 

M  McGrath       

10,386 

24      ' 

180  Grand  avenue.        

Reading  Room          .... 

11,785 

25      ' 

115  N.  Park  avenue  

Grace  L  Short  

10,788 

26      ' 

781  W.  Ohio  street  

Mrs  Nellie  Briarton.  .  .  . 

1,063 

27 

1598  Armitage  avenue  

G  A  Primus      

9,533 

28      ' 

1555  W.  Harrison  street  

Mrs.  Anna  Reagan  

17,446 

29      ' 

149  N.  Kedzie  avenue  

Mrs  C.  A.  McDonald  

9,428 

30      ' 

867  W.  22d  street  

Gad's  Hill  Settlement.  .  . 

6,781 

31      ' 

1562  W.  22d  street  

Novak  &  Sebek  

20,217 

32      ' 

1297  S.  Central  Park  avenue 

Joseph  E  Kabat  

1,100 

33      ' 

4286  Milwaukee  avenue 

Ewald  Weber           

132 

Sears  Roebuck  &  Co  .  .  . 

51,549 

Western  Electric  Co  . 

9,864 

Public  Schools             .  .  . 

606 

Social  Settlements  

1,033 

Total  

954,000 
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LIST  OF  DONORS. 


Vol.     Pam. 

Abdill,  J.  D 3 

Abel   &   Imray ..             1 

Aberdeen  (Scotland),  Public  Library . .             1 

Adriance  Memorial  Library,  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y . .             1 

Alabama,  Department  of  Archives  and  History 1 

Albany   (N.  Y.),  Medical  College 1 

Alfred  University,  Alfred,  N.  Y . .             1 

Allen,  J.  K 1 

American  Anti- Vivisection   Society ..             1 

American  Baking  Powder  Association 1 

American   Bankers'  Association . .             1 

American  Baptist  Home  Mission  Society 1 

American  Bar  Association 3 

American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions  1 

American  Brewers'  Review . .             1 

American    Institute    for   Drug- Proving 1 

American  Institute  of  Architects 2            3 

American  Institute  of  Mining  Engineers 1 

American  Laryngological   Society 2 

American  Medical  Association . .             3 

American  Medico-Psychological  Association 1 

American  Peace  Society 1 

American  Philosophical  Society 1            1 

American  Political  Science  Association 2 

American  Sheep  Breeder  Co 1 

American  Society  of  Superintendents  of  Training  Schools 

for  Nurses    1 

American  Steel  &  Wire  Co . .             1 

American  Swedenborg  Printing  and  Publishing  Society.  1 

American  Warehousemen's  Association 1 

Amherst  College   . .             1 

Andover  (Mass.),  Theological  Seminary ..            1 
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Anthony,  C.  L 1 

Apprentices'  Library  Company,  Philadelphia . .             1 

Arakelyan  Press,  Boston 1 

Arctowski,   H . .             5 

Arizona,  University  of . .             3 

Arkansas,  Bureau  of  Mines 1 

Arnold,  Bion  J 2            3 

Ashton-under-Lyne  (Eng.),  Public  Free  Library ..             2 

Association  for  International  Conciliation 2 

Association  of  Christian  Science  Students 2 

Atlas  Portland  Cement  Co 2 

Atwood,  Mrs.  P.  M 86 

Aurora   (111.),  Public  Library 1 

Bagger,   H 1 

Baillie's  Institution,   Glasgow ..             1 

Balch,   E.   S 1 

Baldwin,  A.  D 1 

Bangor  (Me.),  Public  Library . .             1 

Bankers'  Encyclopedia  Co 2 

Baptist  Congress 1 

Barker,    G.   W 18 

Bartlett,  W.  A 1 

Battersea  (Eng.) ,  Public  Libraries . .             1 

Beezley,  C.  F.,  Jr 1 

Beirly,  A -. 1 .             1 

Belfleld,  W.   T 1 

Bell,  Mrs.  R.  B 9 

Bellevile  (111.),  Public  Library 2 

Belza,  S 1 

Benjamins,   1 2 

Berkshire  Athenaeum,  Pittsfleld,  Mass . .             5 

Berlin,  Koenigliche  Bibliothek 1            2 

Berlin,  Magistral  3 

Betts,  B 1 

Beverly   (Mass.),  Public  Library . .             1 

Bibliographical  Society  (London) 1 

Bigelow  Free  Public  Library,  Clinton,  Mass . .             1 

Birmingham  (Eng.),  Free  Libraries ..             1 

Blackburn  ( Eng. ) ,  Free  Library . .             1 

Blackstone,  Mrs.   T.   B 1 

Blue  Anchor  Society . .             1 

Bodman,  L.  W. .  3 
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Bolton,  C.  K 1 

Boston,   Associated  Charities . .             1 

Boston,  Children's  Mission  to  Children  of  the  Destitute. .  . .             1 

Boston,  City  Hospital 1 

Boston,  Home  for  Aged  Men . .             1 

Boston,  Museum  of  Fine  Art: 6 

Boston  Book  Company 1 

Boston  Provident  Association . .             1 

Boston  Public  Library 2           12 

Boston  Transit  Commission 1 

Boston  University  1            1 

Bostwick,  A.  E 1 

Bowditch,  V.  Y . .             1 

Bowdoin  College   . .             3 

Boyce,    W.    D . .             1 

Breslauer,  M 1 

Breton,  Mme.  Jules 1 

Bridgeport   (Conn.),  Public  Library . .             1 

Bristol    (Eng.),  Municipal  Public  Libraries ..             1 

British  Columbia,  Department  of  Education . .             1 

British  Columbia,  Minister  of  Mines 1 

Brockton  (Mass.),  Public  Library . .             4 

Brookline  (Mass.),  Public  Library . .             5 

Brooklyn,  Public  Library 2           14 

Brooklyn  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences 1            6 

Brown,  W.  H 1 

Brown  University  . .             2 

Bruckmann,  F 1 

Buchtel  College,  Akron,   O . .             1 

Buckham,    M.    H . .             1 

Buckingham,   E 1 

Budapest,  Bibliotheque  Municipale . .             3 

Buffalo,  Department  of  Public  Works 5 

Buffalo,  Public  Library . .             2 

Bunker  Hill  Monument  Association 1 

Burlington  (Iowa),  Free  Public  Library . .             1 

Burton,  M.  V 1 

Butte  (Mont),  Free  Public  Library . .             1 

Buzzacott,  F.  H 2 

California,   State  Library 2            4 

California,  University  of 1          12 

Cambridge  (Mass.),  Public  Library 9 
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Canada,  Department  of  Agriculture 2 

Canada,  Department  of  Interior 1 

Canada,  Department  of  Railways  and  Canals 1 

Canada,  Geological  Survey . .             7 

Cardiff  (Wales) ,  Public  Libraries . .             1 

Carnegie,   Andrew    . .             2 

Carnegie  Free  Library,  Allegheny,  Pa . .             2 

Carnegie  Free  Library,  Braddock,  Pa . .             1 

Carnegie  Foundation  for  the  Advancement  of  Teaching.  1            2 

Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission 1 

Carnegie  Institute,  Pittsburgh 1            2 

Carnegie  Institution    31          15 

Carnegie  Library,  Atlanta,  Ga . .             5 

Carnegie  Library,  Nashville,  Tenn . .'           2 

Carnegie  Library,  Ottawa,  Ont . .             1 

Carnegie  Library,   Pittsburgh 4            7 

Carnegie  Library,  San  Antonio,  Tex . .             1 

Carson,   Mrs.   S 2 

Carswell  Co 1 

Carter,  Jas.  C.,  Estate  of 1 

Cedar  Rapids  (Iowa),  Free  Public  Library . .             1 

Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis 1            1 

Chandler,   F.   R 1 

Chicago,  Academy  of  Sciences . .             2 

Chicago,  Art  Institute 12           37 

Chicago,  Art  Students'  League . .             1 

Chicago,  Board  of  Education 4 

Chicago,  Board  of  Trade 1 

Chicago,  Citizens'  Association . .             1 

Chicago,  City  Clerk 1 

Chicago,  City  Council 1            3 

Chicago,  Civic  Federation 1 

Chicago,  Civil  Service  Commission 2 

Chicago,  College  of  Medicine  and  Surgery . .             2 

Chicago,  Commercial  Club 1 

Chicago,  Department  of  Health 1 

Chicago,  Department  of  Public  Works 1 

Chicago,  Deutsche  Gesellschaft   . .             1 

Chicago,  Guardian  Angel's  Mission . .             1 

Chicago,  Jewish  Charities 1 

Chicago,  Municipal  Court . .             1 

Chicago,  Sanitary  District 3          13 
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Chicago,  South  Park  Commissioners 1 

Chicago,  Special  Telephone  Commission 1 

Chicago,  University  of 6            1 

Chicago,  Vacation  School  Committee . .             1 

Chicago,  Visiting  Nurse  Association . .             1 

Chicago,  West  Park  Commissioners 1 

Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Co 3 

Chicago  Daily  News  Fresh  Air  Fund . .             1 

Chicago  Historical  Society 2 

Chicago  Home  for  the  Friendless . .             1 

Chicago  House  of  Correction . .             2 

Chicago  Veterinary  College   . .             1 

Christian  Science  Reading-Room,  Chicago 13 

Cincinnati,  Chamber  of  Commerce 1 

Cincinnati,   Park   Department     . .             1 

Cincinnati,  Public  Library 1          18 

Civil  Service  Reform  Association 1 

Cleveland,  City  Water  Department 1 

Cleveland,  Public  Library 1 

Clews,  Henry   . .             3 

Colorado,  State  College 1            1 

Colorado,  University  of 1            3 

Columbia  University   1 

Colver,  F.  L 1 

Concord  (Mass.),  Free  Public  Library . .             1 

Congres  International  pour  1'Etude  des  Regions  Polaires, 

1906   1 

Connecticut,  Agricultural   Experiment  Station 1            3 

Connecticut,  Public  Library  Commissioners . .             2 

Connecticut,  Railroad  Commissioners 1 

Connecticut,  State  Board  of  Education . .             2 

Connecticut,  State  Library 19          11 

Cook  County  (111.),  Board  of  Commissioners 1            2 

Cook  County  (111.),  County  Clerk 1 

Cooper  Union,  New  York  City 1            1 

Cornell  University   . .             3 

Coudert,  F.  R.,  Jr 1 

Council  Bluffs  (Iowa),  Free  Public  Library . .             2 

Crawford,  Mrs.  C.  H 1 

Crocker-Wheeler  Co . .             2 

Croydon  (Eng.),  Public  Libraries 1            5 

Crunden,  F.  M . .             1 


THIRTY-SIXTH    ANNUAL    REPORT.  47 

Vol.     Pam. 

Cuba,  Department  of  Agriculture . .             3 

Curtiss,  Mrs.  J.  D 1             1 

Cussons,  J . .             1 

Dartmouth  College  1 

Daughters  of  1812,  National  Society 1 

Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution,  National  Society  2 

Davenport,   D 1 

Davenport  (Iowa),  Public  Library . .             1 

Davis,  H.  C 1 

Dayton  (Ohio),  Public  Library  and  Museum . .             1 

Decatur  (111.),  Free  Public  Library . .             3 

Delaware  College,  Newark,  Del . .             2 

Denison,  T.  S 4 

Denver  Public  Library . .             6 

Depew,  Chauncey  M . .             1 

Detroit  Public  Library . .             1 

Deusner,   C.  W 13 

De  Vinne,  Theo.  L.  &  Co 1 

De  Voe,  W 1 

Dillingham,   J.  W.,  Co 2 

Dodge,  T.  H 1 

Doubleday,  Page  &  Co 1 

Dover   (N.  H.),  Public  Library ..             2 

Dresden,  .A 40 

Drew  Theological  Seminary,  Madison,  N.  J 1            4 

Drexel  Institute,  Philadelphia 1            1 

Duesseldorf  (Germany),  Landes-  und  Stadt-Bibliothek . .  1            1 

Duffy,  F 1            1 

Duluth  (Minn.),  Commercial  Club 1            1 

Duncanson,  H.  W.  &  Co 2 

East  St.  Louis  (111.),  Free  Public  Library . .             1 

Easton  (Pa.) ,  Public  Library . .             1 

Edinburgh  Public  Library . .             1 

Eichhorn,  J.  C 1 

Elgin   (111.),  Academy 1 

Enoch  Pratt  Free  Public  Library,  Baltimore,  Md . .             1 

Erie  (Pa.),   Public  Library ..             1 

Evanston   (111.),  Free  Public  Library . .             3 

Fairmount  Park  Art  Association,  Philadelphia ..             1 

Fall  River  (Mass.),  Public  Library . .             1 

Fargo,  Jas.  F 1 

Fellers,  J.  E..  1 
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Field  Columbian  Museum,  Chicago . .  10 

Finsbury  (Eng.),  Public  Libraries . .  4 

Fish,  Stuyvesant   1 

Fitchburg  (Mass.),  Public  Library . .  5 

Fletcher  Free  Library,  Burlington,  Vt . .  1 

Florence   (Italy),  Biblioteca  Nazionale  Centrale ..  9 

Florida,  Agricultural  Experiment  Station ..  2 

Forbes  Library,  Northampton,  Mass . .  1 

Frank,  Henry  L 3  3 

Frankfurter  Zeitung    1 

Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  Lancaster,  Pa ..  1 

Friends'  Free  Library,  Germantown,  Pa . .  1 

Fukuzawa,  S 1  1 

Fuller,   C.  A 1 

Fuller,  Chas.  H.,  Advertising  Agency 1 

Fuller,  Henry  B 43  1 

Furnival,   W.   J .' . .  1 

Galesburg  (111.),  Free  Public  Library . .  1 

Galmin,   F.   J 1 

Gauss,  E.  F.  L 4  2 

Genuine  Bangor  Slate  Co . .  1 

Georgetown  University,  Washington,   D.  C 2 

Girard  National  Bank,  Philadelphia . .  1 

Gloversville    (N.  Y.),  Free  Library ...  1 

Grand  Army  Hall  and  Memorial  Association,  Chicago. . .  . .  1 

Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Department  of  Illinois. ...  2 

Grand  Rapids   (Mich.),  Public  Library . .  10 

Great  Britain,  British  Patent  Commissioners 222 

Grosvenor  Library,  Buffalo . .  2 

Groton    (Mass.),  Public  Library ..  1 

Gurley,  W.  W 1 

Hackley  Public  Library,  Muskegon,  Mich . .  3 

Hakluyt  Society  . .  1 

Hallberg,  C.  S.  N 1 

Hamburg  (Germany),  Oeffentliche  Biicherhalle 1 

Hamilton    (Ont.),  Public  Library ..  1 

Hanifen,  M 1 

Hartford  (Conn.),  Municipal  Art  Society . .  2 

Hartford  (Conn.),  Public  Library . .  5 

Hartford    (Conn.),   Theological   Seminary ..  1 

Harvard  University  3  1 

Haverhill   (Mass.) ,  Public  Library 6 
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Hawaii   Promotion   Committee 1 

Hearn,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  A 1 

Helena   (Mont.),  Public  Library . .             2 

Hild,  Frederick  H 5            6 

Hill,  Mrs.  J.  M 15 

Hirth,  F 1 

Hitt,  Mrs.  R.  R 1 

Hoagland,  Mrs.  F.  H 14 

Hobart  College,  Geneva,  N.  Y . .             4 

Hodgson  &  Co , 1 

Hoepli,  U ! 1 

Holcomb,  J.  H 1 

Holyoke   (Mass.),  Public  Library . .             3 

Hoover,  G.  K.,  Estate  of 4 

Hove  (Eng.),  Free  Public  Library . .  l 

Howard  Memorial  Library,  New  Orleans . .            1 

Howard  University,  Washington,   D.  C ..             3 

Hunt,  J.  B 1 

Idaho,  State  Inspector  of  Mines 1 

Illinois,  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 2 

Illinois,  Highway  Commission  1 

Illinois,  Secretary  of  State 1 

Illinois,  State  Board  of  Agriculture . .             4 

Illinois,  State  Board  of  Charities . .             4 

Illinois,  State  Civil   Service  Commission 1            1 

Illinois,  State  Geological  Survey 4 

Illinois,  State  Historical  Library 3 

Illinois,  State  Library    1 

Illinois,  University   of    3          29 

Illinois,  Vicksburg  Military  Park  Commission 1 

Illinois  Humane  Society 1 

Illinois  Society  of  Engineers  and  Surveyors 1 

Illinois  State  Historical  Society . .             1 

'Illinois  State  Horticultural  Society < 2 

Illinois  Women's  Trade  Union  League 1            7 

India,  Viceroy 1 

Indian   Rights  Association . .             2 

Indiana,  Department  of  Geology  and  Natural  Science..  1 

Indiana,  Public  Library  Commission . .             2 

Indiana,  State   Library    . .             9 

International  Council  of  Religious  Liberals,  Boston....-  1 

International  Harvester  Co , 2 
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Iowa,  Board  of  Railroad  Commissioners 1 

Iowa,  Geological   Survey    1 

Iowa,  State  College  of  Agriculture . .             6 

Iowa,  State   Library    162          67 

Iowa,  State  University  1 

Iowa,  Weather  and  Crop  Service .             1 

Iowa  Masonic  Library,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 1 

Irwin,   M.  A 2 

J.  Herman  Bosler  Memorial  Library,  Carlisle,  Pa ..             3 

James  Blackstone  Memorial  Library,  Branford,  Conn...  ..             2 

Japan,  Department  of  Finance 1 

Japanese  Association  of  the  Pacific  Northwest . .             1 

Jenner,  W.  A . .             1 

Jersey  City  (N.  J.),  Free  Public  Library . .             6 

Johannesburg   (South  Africa),  Public  Library . .             1 

John  Crerar  Library,  Chicago . .             3 

Johnson,  A . .             1 

Jones,  Henry  T 1 

Jones,  J.  H 1 

Kansas,  State  Agricultural   College 1            9 

Kansas,  State  Board  of  Agriculture . .             3 

Kansas,  State  Manual  Training  Normal . .             1 

Kansas  City  (Mo.),  City  Comptroller 1 

Kansas  City  (Mo.),  Public  Library . .             4 

Kellogg  Public  Library,  Green  Bay,  Wis . .             1 

Kenny  Directory  Co 1 

Kilburn  (Eng.),  Public  Library ..             1 

King,  H.   C 1 

Klein,  S.  R ..             1 

Knights  of  Columbus . .     .        1 

Kyoto    (Japan),   Library 1 

Laf ayette-Savay,    N 1 

Lake  Mohonk   (N.  Y.),  Conference  of  International  Ar- 
bitration      ..             1 

Lansing  (Mich.),  Public  School  Library . .             2 

La  Plata  (Argentina),  Bibliotheca  de  la  Universidad  Na- 

cional    1 

Larson,   C.  A 1            1 

Lawrence   (Mass.),  Free  Public  Library .            1 

Leeds  (Eng.),  Public  Free  Libraries . .             1 

Leland  Stanford,  Jr.,  University 1            1 

Leominster   (Mass.),  Public  Library •.-.-'•         1 
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Leschen  Rope  Co 1 

Lewis  Institute,  Chicago 1            4 

Lexington    (Ky.),  Public  Library ..             2 

Lexington  (Mass.),  Historical  Society 2 

Lincoln   Temperance   Press 1 

Liscomb,  Neuro   1 

Liverpool  (Eng.),  Public  Libraries 1 

Los  Angeles  (Cal.),  Chamber  of  Commerce 2 

Los  Angeles  (Cal.),  Public  Library 1 

Lothrop,    G.    E.,    Jr 1 

Louisiana,  Geological    Survey    . .             1 

Louisiana,  Oyster  Commission    . .             1 

Louisiana,  State  Museum    . .             1 

Louisiana,  State  University   I          13 

Louisville  (Ky.),  Free  Public  Library ..             1 

Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad  Co . .             1 

Lowell   (Mass.),  City  Library . .             1 

Lowell  Observatory,  Flagstaff,  Ariz 1            3 

Luxembourg,  Grande  Duch6  de .             1 

Lynn  (Mass.),  Public  Library .             5 

Lyon,  G 1 

McCormick,  R.   S . .           17 

MacDonald,  A . .             3 

McDonough  &  Co 1 

Madison  (Wis.),  Free  Public  Library . .             1 

Maine,  Bureau  of  Statistics 1 

Maiden   (Mass.),  Public  Library . .             1 

Manchester  (Eng.),  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society.  1            1 

Manchester  (Eng.),  Public  Free  Libraries . .             5 

Manila  Merchants'  Association 1 

Marburg,  T 1             1 

Marone,  J 1 

Maryland,  Bureau  of  Statistics  and  Information 1 

Maryland,  Geological  Survey   .  •             1 

Massachusetts,  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth 13 

Massachusetts,  State  Board  of  Charities 1 

Massachusetts  General  Hospital  . .             1 

Massachusetts  Horticultural    Society    

Massachusetts  Institute  of  Technology ..             1 

Massachusetts  Total  Abstinence  Society ..             1 

Mead,  E.  D . .             2 

Medford  (Mass. ) ,  Public  Library . .             2 
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Meek,  F.  M 1 

Mendsen,  H 1 

Merchants'  and  Manufacturers'  Association 1 

Merchants'  Loan  &  Trust  Co 1 

Mermin,  J.  M 1 

Metal  Industry    . .             1 

Michigan,  Bureau  of  Labor 2 

Michigan,  State  Board  of  Health 1 

Michigan,  State  Library    39          40 

Michigan  College  of  Mines 1 

Miller,  Mrs.  L 9 

Milwaukee,  Board  of  City  Service  Commissioners ..             1 

Milwaukee,  Public  Library  . .             5 

Minneapolis.  Board  of  Park  Commissioners 1            1 

Minneapolis,  Public  Library  . .             2 

Minnesota,  Bureau  of  Labor 1 

Minnesota,  Forestry  Commission    1 

Minnesota.  Tax   Commission    1 

Minnesota,  University  of  4            3 

Mississippi  River  Commission .            1 

Missouri  Botanical  Garden 1 

Mohr,  J.  C.  B 2 

Montana,  Historical   Library    3 

Montana,  State  Auditor  1 

Moore,  Clarence  B 1 

Moore,  Miss  M.  M 1            1 

Moses,  Z 1 

Moss   Side   Free   Library,   Manchester,   Eng 1 

Motor  Talk  . .             1 

Mount  Holyoke  College,  South  Hadley,  Mass 1            1 

Municipal  Ownership  Publishing  Bureau 61 

Nashua   (N.  H.),  Public  Library . .             4 

National  American  Woman   Suffrage  Association 1            2 

National  Association  of  Manufacturers 1 

Nationa  Civil  Service  Reform  League . .             1 

National  Conference  of  Charities . .             3 

National  Educational  Association    1 

National  Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Industrial  Edu- 
cation       1             4 

Nebraska,  Bureau  of  Labor  and  Industrial  Statistics....  1            2 

Nebraska,  Public  Library  Commission . .             1 

Nebraska,  University   of    1          10 
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Needlework  Guild  of  America 1 

Nevada,  University  of   1 

New  Bedford   (Mass.),  Free  Public  Library ..             7 

New  Bedford   (Mass. ) ,  Mercury 1 

New  Hampshire  College,  Burlington,  N.  H ..             1 

New  Haven    (Conn.),  Free  Public  Library ..            5 

New  Jersey,  Bureau  of  Statistics 4 

New  Jersey,  Geological  Survey  3 

New  Jersey,  State  Library  2 

New  Orleans   (La. ) ,  Public  Library . .             1 

New  Reading  Publishing  Co 1 

New  South  Wales  (Australia),  Public  Library . .             1 

New  York  (City ) ,  Consumers'   League    . .             1 

New  York   (City),  Department  of  Education 4            1 

New  York   (City),  Department  of  Parks 1 

New  York  (City),  General    Society    of    Mechanics   and 

Tradesmen   ..             1 

New  York   (City),  Mercantile  Library    ..             1 

New  York   (City),  Merchants'  Association  ..             4 

New  York  (City) ,  Public  Library    2            6 

New  York  (City ) ,  Society  Library . .             1 

New  York  (City),  Society  of  Friendly  Sons  of  St.  Pat- 
rick   1 

New  York  (City),  Tenement  House   Department 1 

New  York  (City),  University  Club    ..             1 

New  York  (State),  Banking  Department  1 

New  York   (State),  Chamber  of  Commerce ..             1 

New  York   (State),  Committee  to  Investigate  Condition 

of  Blind    1 

New  York  (State),  Department  of  Labor 2            3 

New  York  (State),  East     New     York     State     Custodial 

Asylum    - ..             1 

New  York  (State),  Educational   Department    3            2 

New  York  (State),  Hospital  for  Crippled  Children ..             1 

New  York  (State),  Library   19          14 

New  York   (State),  Meteorological    Observatory 1 

New  York   (State),  Museum    ..             4 

New  York  (State),  Saint  Andrews  Society ..             1 

New  York  (State),  School  for  the  Blind 3 

Newark  (N.  J.),  Free  Public  Library ..             1 

Newberry  Library,  Chicago . .             2 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  (Eng.), Public  Libraries  Committee  ..             1 
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Newton  (Mass.),  Free  Library . .             1 

Nobelstiftelsen,  Stockholm  3 

North  Adams   (Mass.),  Public  Library ..             1 

North  Carolina,  Bureau  of  Labor  and  Printing 1 

North  Carolina,  State  Board  of  Agriculture ..             6 

North  Carolina  Historical  Commission . .             2 

North  Dakota,  Agricultural   College . .             5 

North  Dakota,  Geological  Survey  1 

Northampton  Institute,  London 1 

Northampton   (Mass.),   Public  Library ..             2 

Northwestern   University    2            3 

Oakland  (Cal.),  Free  Library . .             1 

Oberlin  College  Library . .             1 

Ohio,  Agricultural  Experiment  Station . .           31 

Ohio,  State  University   1            2 

Ojoda,  L.  T 1 

Olszewski,    A 13 

Omaha  ( Neb. ) ,  Public  Library . .             5 

Ontario  (Canada),  Department  of  Agriculture . .             3 

Ontario  (Canada),  Education  Department 6            2 

Oregon,  Library    Commission 1 

Oregon  Pioneer  Association 1 

Orr,  Mrs.  A 9 

Osaka  (Japan),  Library . .     1 

Osborn,  H 2 

Osterhout  Free  Library,  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa . .             7 

Otis  Library,  Norwich,  Conn . .             5 

Ottawa   (Canada),  Census  Office   ..             1 

Ottawa  (Canada),  Central  Experiment  Farm . .             2 

Ottawa   (Canada),  Department  of  Agriculture 3            1 

Ottawa  (Canada),  Minister  of  Customs 1 

Ottumwa  (Iowa),  Public  Library . .            1 

Paltsits,  V.  H 1 

Para  (Brazil),  Bibliotheca  e  Archive  Publico 1 

Para  (Brazil),  Estado  de   1 

Pasadena  (Cal.),  Public  Library . .             5 

Passaic  ( N.  J. ) ,  Public  Library . .             1 

Paterson  (N.  J.),  Free  Public  Library . .             1 

Paul  Quinn  College,  Waco,  Tex . .             1 

Pawling,  A.  S 1 

Peabody  Institute,  Baltimore,  Md . .             1 

Peabody  Institute,  Danvers,  Mass . .             4 
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Peardon,  J.   ( 1  package) 

Peaslee,   J.    B 2 

Peck,  Ferdinand  W 37 

Pennsylvania,  Department  of  Agriculture ..  2 

Pennsylvania,  Department   of   Health . .  1 

Pennsylvania,  State  Library    56  91 

Pennsylvania  Academy  of  Fine  Arts . .  1 

Pennsylvania  Home  Teaching  Society 1 

Pennsylvania  Museum    . .  1 

Pennsylvania  Prison  Society   . .  1 

Peoria  (111.),  Public  Library ..  2 

Perkins  Institution  tor  the  Blind,  Boston 2  2 

Perry,  H.  F 1 

Philadelphia,  City  Institute   . .  1 

Philadelphia,  Commercial  Museum   . .  1 

Philadelphia,  Deutscher  Pionier-Verein  . .  3 

Philadelphia,  Free  Library  1  1 

Philadelphia  Library  Company . .  1 

Philadelphia  Vacant  Lots  Cultivation  Association ..  1 

Phillips  Exeter  Academy,  Exeter,  N.  H . .  3 

Philosophical  Society  of  Washington 2 

Portland   (Me.),  Library  Association . .  1 

Portland   (Ore. ) ,   Library  Association . .  8 

Portland  Commercial  Club   1 

Portsmouth  (Eng.),  Free  Public  Libraries . .  1 

Potter,  Mrs.  O.  W 75 

Pratt  Institute  Free  Library,  Brooklyn . .  11 

Prieske,  A.  A 1 

Princeton  University  1  2 

Providence   (R.  I.),  Athenaeum ..  1 

Providence  (R.  I.),  Public  Library ..  3 

Purdue  University   . .  6 

Quincy  (111.),  Free  Public  Library . .  1 

Railway  News  Bureau 1 

Rea,  J.  H $'..  1 

Redwood  Library  and  Athenaeum,  Newport,  R.  I . .  1 

Rew,  Henry  C 1 

Reynolds  Library,  Rochester,  N.  Y . .  1 

Rhode  Island,  Board  of  Education 1 

Rhode  Island,  Bureau  of  Industrial  Statistics 1 

Rhode  Island,  Factory    Inspectors    1 

Richmond   (Eng.),  Public  Library ..  1 
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Roadmasters  and  Maintenance  of  Way  Association 1 

Roberts,  B.  H ..             1 

Rockford  (111.),  Public  Library ..          10 

Rodeffer,  J.  D 1 

Roll  a  (Mo.),  School  of  Mines  and  Metallurgy . .            1 

Rome,  Biblioteca  delle  Senate  dell  Regno . .            3 

Ro&e  Polytechnic  Institute,  Terre  Haute,  Ind 1 

Rosengarten,  J.  G . .            1 

Rostock  (Germany),  Universitat ..            1 

Roulston,  R.  J . .             1 

Roundy,  W.  N 1 

Royal  Astronomical  Society,  London . .            1 

Royal  Society  of  Canada 1 

St.  Ignatius  College,  Chicago 1 

St.  Joseph  (Mo.),  Free  Public  Library . .            3 

St.  Louis,  Academy  of  Science . .            1 

St.  Louis,  Board  of  Education 1 

St.  Louis,  Public  Buildings  Commission . .             1 

St.  Louis,  Public  Library  1          11 

St.  Louis  Civic  League . .             4 

St.  Louis  Mercantile  Library  Association . .             1 

St.  Louis  Schillerverein    1 

St.  Louis  University  1 

St.  Paul  (Minn.),  Playgrounds  Committee    ..            1 

St  Paul  (Minn.),  Public  Library  1            1 

Salem    (Mass.),  Public  Library ..             9 

Salmagundi  Club,  New  York  City . .             1 

San  Francisco  (Gal.),  Public  Library . .          12 

Sault  Ste.  Marie  (Mich.),  Semi-Centennial  Commission.  1 

Schaeffer  &  Budenberg  Co 1 

Schneider,  Otto  C . .            i 

Scranton  (Pa.),  Public  Library ..            3 

Seattle  (Wash.),  Public  Library . .          n 

Sebastian,  J . .            i 

Sedalia  (Mo.),  Public  Library ..            i 

Sellers,  E.  J 1 

Sellers  Manufacturing  Co . .            i 

Sharpe,  W 1 

Sherrill,  M.  C 1 

Silk  Association  of  America . .             2 

Simplified  Spelling  Board 2 

Slovansky  Spolek  Pavel  Mudron 1 
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Smith,  Gen.  John  C 1 

Smithsonian  Institution   8          10 

Society  of  Colonial  Dames   5 

Society  of  Naval  Architects  2 

Society  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee 2 

Sons  of  the  Revolution,  General  Society 1 

South  Dakota,  Agricultural  College   . .            6 

South  Dakota,  University  of  1 

South  Omaha   (Neb.),  Public  Library . .            i 

Southbridge  (Mass.),  Public  Library ..            1 

Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Co . .            3 

Southwest  Book  and  Publishing  Co 3 

Speed,  J.  B 1 

Springfield   (Mass.),  City  Library  Association ..             7 

Stevens,  B.  F.,  &  Brown . .            2 

Stone,  M 1 

Stone  &  Brown 1 

Stroup,  Rev.  N.  W 1 

Sumerfleld,  Mrs.  E.  C 10 

Swedish  American  Historical  Society ..            1 

Syracuse   (N.  Y.),  Public  Library ..             1 

System   4 

Taber,  S.  R 1 

Tauchnitz,  Bernhard   1 

Taunton   (Eng.) ,  Town  Council 1 

Taunton    (Mass.),  Public  Library ..             1 

Taylor,  Graham  1 

Tennessee,  University  of . .             1 

Texas,  University  of 1            9 

Tufts  Library,  Weymouth,  Mass . .             1 

Theodore  Thomas  Orchestra,  Chicago 2 

Thomas,  J.  L ..             1 

Thomas  Publishing  Co 1 

Tiffany  Studio,  New  York  City 3 

Tokyo  (Japan),  University  of 1            1 

Toledo    (Ohio) ,   Public  Library . .            1 

Tonge,    T   . .             1 

Toronto   (Ont.),  City  Engineer  1 

Toronto  (Ont.),  Public  Library . .             1 

Towle  Manufacturing  Co 1 

Tree,  Lambert 1 

Trelles,  C.  M 2            1 
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Trent,  J.  J 1 

Trenton   (N.  J.),  Free  Public  Library . .             1 

Trinity  College,  Hartford,  Conn . .             1 

Tsukahara,  M . .             1 

Tucker,  Dr.  W.  G ..             1 

Tufts  College,  Medford,  Mass 1            1 

Ulrich,  B.  A .- 1 

United  Engineering  &  Foundry  Co . .             3 

United  States,  Bureau  of  American  Ethnology   1 

United  States,  Bureau  of  Education     2 

United  States,  Bureau  of  Immigration    . .             1 

United  States,  Bureau  of  Standards    . .             1 

United  States,  Bureau  of  Statistics    . .             2 

United  States,  Civil   Service   Commission 1 

United  States,  Department  of  Agriculture 2          27 

United  States,  Department  of  Commerce  and  Labor ....  4            2 

United  States,  Department  of  Interior 5            6 

United  States,  Geological  Survey . .           96 

United  States,  Interstate   Commerce   Commission 2 

United  States,  Library  of  Congress 7 

United  States,  Marine-Hospital  Service  1 

United  States,  Navy   Department   1            1 

United  States,  Patent  Office  4 

United  States,  Superintendent  of  Documents 169         767 

United  States,   Treasury  Department 4            1 

United  States,  War  Department  1            5 

United  States,  Weather  Bureau   (14  packages) 1            4 

Upsala   (Sweden),  Kongl.  Universitet 1 

Uruguay,  Republica  Oriental  del 2            1 

Vandercook,  J.  D 1 

Vermont,  State  Library 4            2 

Vermont,  University  of   1            5 

Victoria   (Australia),   Public  Library ..            1 

Virginia,  Bureau  of  Labor  and  Industrial  Statistics 1 

Vital,  J 2 

Voge,  A.   L 1 

Von  Frantzius,  Fritz,  (4  plates) 

Waddell,  W 2 

Wait,  A.  J.  S 1 

Wallace,  Dr.  G.  R . .             1 

Waltham   (Mass.),  Public  Library . .             8 

Warder  Public  Library,  Springfield,  0 1 
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Waring's   Antique   Galleries 1 

Washburne,   Hempstead    (21   maps) 3 

Washington   (D.  C.),  Bureau    of    Genealogy 1 

Washington   (D.  C.),  Public  Library   ..           11 

Washington  University  Association,  St.  Louis ..             1 

Weber,  Dr.  S.  B . .             1 

Webster,  F.  S.,  Co . .             1 

Wellington,  Dr.  Gertrude  G . .             1 

Wellington,  Prof.  I.  M 1            1 

Wellington   (New  Zealand),  Registrar-General's  Office..  1 

Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Conn . .             3 

West  Virginia  University    . .           27 

Western  Reserve  University,  Library  School . .             1 

Westminster   (Eng.),  Public  Libraries ..             1 

Wheeler,  C.  K 1 

Whitney,  L.  H 3 

Wickersham,  W.  B 2 

Wigmore,  J.  H 1 

Williams,  Mrs.   Norman 6 

Wilmington  (Del.),  Institute  Free  Library . .             8 

Wilson,    Mrs.    H.   G 15 

Winder,  T.  W 1 

Windsor  (Ont.),  Public  Library . .             1 

Winnipeg   (Manitoba),  King's  Printer 2 

Wisconsin,  Bureau  of  Statistics 1 

Wisconsin,  Free  Library  Commission 1            6 

Wisconsin,  State  Board  of  Agriculture . .             1 

Wisconsin,  State  Historical  Society 3            1 

Wisconsin,  University  of   6          54 

Wisner,  C.  V 1 

Witt,  W.  D 1 

Woburn    (Mass.),   Public   Library ..             2 

Woodruff,  Dr.  T.  A ..             1 

Worcester  (Mass.),  Free  Public  Library . .             1 

Worcester  County  (Mass.),  Law  Library . .            1 

Wyoming,  University  of . .             1 

Xavier  Free  Publication  Society  for  the  Blind 4 

Yale  University   1            2 

Yamaguchi   (Japan),  Public  Library . .             1 

Young,  L.  H 1 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association  Historical  Library  .  4 

Young  Men's  Christian  Association  of  North  America. .  1            1 


APPENDIX  F. 


SERIALS  DONATED. 


AMERICAN  PUBLICATIONS. 

Acetylene  Journal. 

Advent  Review  and  Sabbath  Her- 
ald. 

Advocate  of  Peace. 

American  Brewers'  Review. 

American  Federationist. 

American  Industries. 

American  Institute  of  Architects, 
Quarterly  Bulletin. 

American  Journal  of  Eugenics 

American  Municipalities. 

American  Museum  Journal. 

American  Sugar  Industry  and 
Beet  Sugar  Gazette. 

Argus. 

Association  Men. 

Association  Review. 

Badger. 

Bankers'  Encyclopedia. 

Bankers'  Monthly. 

Billboard. 

Black   Diamond. 

Boston  Ideas. 

Burning  Bush. 

Canadian  Patent  Office  Record. 

Canal  Record. 

Carpenter. 

Case  and  Comment. 

Catholic  University  Bulletin. 

Cement  and  Engineering  News. 

Century  Path. 

Chamber  of  Commerce  Bulletin. 


Cherry  Circle. 
Chicago,  City  of,  Statistics. 
Chicago,  Council  Proceedings. 
Chicago,     Department    of    Health 

Bulletin. 

Chicago  Alumni  Magazine. 
Chicago  Apparel  Gazette. 
Chicago  Board  of  Education  Bui 

letin. 

Chicago  Legal  News. 
Chicago  Telephone  Directory. 
Children's  Charities. 
Christian  Cynosure. 
Christian  Family. 
Christian  Register. 
Christian  Science  Sentinel. 
City  Club  Bulletin. 
Columbian  and  Western  Catholic. 
Commoner   (monthly). 
Concrete. 

Congressional  Record. 
Cook  County  School  News. 
Cook's  Traveler's  Gazette. 
Co-operation. 

Cornell  University  Bulletin. 
Crusader  Monthly. 
Dental  Review. 
Dog  Fancier. 
Educational  Bi-Moathly. 
Electrical  Trade. 
Epworth  Herald. 
Evangelical  Episcopalian. 
Exponent. 
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Farmers'  Review. 

Farmers'  Voice  and  Rural  Out- 
look. 

Friend. 

Fuel. 

Furniture  Worker. 

Gleanings  in  Bee  Culture. 

Gregg  Writer. 

Grinnell  Review. 

Hartford  Seminary  Record. 

Home  Visitor. 

Housekeeper. 

Illinois  Medical  Bulletin. 

Indian's  Friend. 

Industrial  Union  Bulletin. 

Industrialist. 

Ingersoll  Memorial  Beacon. 

Intercollegian. 

International  Bureau  of  American 
Republics  Bulletin. 

International  Good  Templar. 

Inventive  Age. 

Issue. 

Jewish  Era. 

Jewish  Standard. 

Jewish  Tribune. 

Johns  Hopkins  University  Circu- 
lars. 

Journal  of  Man. 

Journal  of  Zoophily. 

Labor. 

Ladies'  Review. 

Law  Notes. 

Liahona   (The  Elders'  Journal). 

Life  Boat. 

Life  and  Health. 

Light. 

Live     Stock  Journal. 

Live  Stock  Tribune. 

Louisiana  Planter. 

Luther  League  Review. 

Manufacturer. 

Mazdaznan. 


Metal  Industry. 

Mind  and  Body. 

Mines  and  Minerals. 

Mining  Science. 

Mining  World. 

Mission  Studies. 

Missionary  Herald. 

Monthly  Consular  and  Trade  Re- 
ports. 

Monthly  Weather  Review. 

Motor  Talk. 

Musical  Age. 

Musical  Leader. 

National  Bottlers'  Gazette. 

National  Engineer. 

National  Monthly  Farm  Press. 

National  Printer-Journalist. 

National  Provisioner. 

New  World. 

Northwest  Pacific  Farmer. 

Notre  Dame  Scholastic. 

Nurses'  Journal  of  the  Pacific 
Coast. 

Official  Gazette,  U.  S.  Patents. 

Open  Court. 

Operative  Miller. 

Ophthalmologist. 

Pacific  Outlook. 

Pernin's  Monthly  Stenographer. 

Pitman's  Journal. 

Polish  Press. 

Postal  Record. 

Poultry  Tribune. 

Presto. 

Profitable  Advertising. 

Public  Health  Reports. 

Railway  Engineering. 

Real  Estate  News. 

Republic  Magazine. 

Restitution. 

Royal  Blue. 

Ryerson's  Monthly  Journal  and 
Stock  List. 
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Sabbath  Recorder. 

St.  Louis  Dramatic  News. 

Sanitary  District  Proceedings. 

School  Weekly. 

Sent  of  God. 

Show  World. 

Signs  of  the  Times. 

Single  Tax  Review. 

Soap  Gazette  and  Perfumer, 

Southern  Farm  Gazette. 

Sporting  Goods  Dealer. 

Standard. 

Stone  &  Webster  Public  Service 
Journal. 

Students'  Journal. 

Stuffed  Club. 

Stumblingstone. 

Sturtevant  Eng- veering  Series. 

Theosophic  Messenger. 

To-Morrow. 

Tradesman. 

Union  Labor  Advocate. 

Union  Signal. 

U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Climate  and  Crop  Service. 

University  of  Chicago  Announce- 
ment. 

University  of  Chicago  Bulletin  of 
Information. 

University  of  Tennessee  Record. 

Vegetarian  Magazine. 

Voter. 

Western  Telephone  Journal. 

Westerner. 

Wilshire's  Monthly  Magazine. 

Windle's  Gatling  Gun. 

Wisconsin  Agriculturist. 

Wisconsin  Times. 

World's  Advance-Thought  and  the 
Universal  Republic. 

World's  Crisis. 

Zion's  Ensign. 

Zion's  Watch  Tower. 


BRITISH  PUBLICATIONS. 

Australian  Official  Journal  of  Pat- 
ents. 

Australian      Official     Journal     of 
Trade  Marks. 

British  Homeopathic  Review. 

Daily  Mail   (London). 

Herald  of  the  Cross. 

Herald  of  Peace. 

Herald  of  the  Golden  Age. 

Maha-Bodhi. 

Periodical. 

Pitman's  Phonetic  Journal. 

Positivist  Review. 

Review  of  Religions. 

Royal  Astronomical  Society, 
Monthly  Notices  of. 

GERMAN  PUBLICATIONS. 
Amerikanisches  Missionblatt. 
Katholischer  Jugendfreund. 
Stadt  Gottes. 
Sternewirth. 

BOHEMIAN  PUBLICATIONS. 
Cas. 

Hlasy  Pojizerfck'?. 
Listy  Pojizerske. 
Rashledy. 
Svobodna  Skola. 

JAPANESE  PUBLICATIONS. 
Hototogisu. 

HEBRAIC  PUBLICATIONS. 
Zukunft. 

AMERICAN  NEWSPAPERS. 
DAILY. 

Albuquerque — Journal. 
Aurora  (111.) — Daily  Beacon. 
Bloomington    (111.)— Bulletin. 
Goldfleld  (Nev.) — Daily  Tribune. 
Kansas  City    (Mo.) — Star. 
Los  Angeles — Examiner. 
Memphis — Evening  Scimitar. 
Minneapolis — Evening  Tribune. 
Journal. 
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Nashville — American. 

Oklahoma   City  —  Daily     Oklaho- 

man. 

Saginaw   (Mich.) — Evening  News. 
St.  Joseph  (Mo.) — Gazette. 
Salt  Lake  City — Deseret  News. 

Inter    Mountain 

Republican. 

Spokane — Spokesman-Review. 
Superior  (Wis.) — Telegram. 
Tacoma — Evening  News. 
Ledger. 

WEEKLY. 

Antioch    (111.) — News. 
Boston — Pilot. 
Chicago — Broad  Ax. 

Canadian  American. 

Citizen. 

Conservator. 

Cook  County  Times. 

Eagle. 

Irish  American. 

Irving  Park  Signal. 

Israelite. 

North- West  News. 

Phenix. 

Saturday  Evening  Her- 
ald. 

Social  Democratic  Her- 
ald. 

Western  British  Ameri- 

ican. 

Cleveland — Citizen. 
Colo  (Iowa) — Observer. 
Galesburg  (111.) — Labor  News. 
Girard  (Kas.) — Appeal  to  Reason. 
Minneapolis — Progress. 
New  York — Hebrew  Standard. 
Socialist. 
Weekly  People. 

Orlando   (Pla.) — Reporter-Star. 
San  Diego   (Cal.) — News. 


CANADIAN    NEWSPAPER. 
DAILY. 

Montreal — Daily  Witness. 

GERMAN   NEWSPAPERS. 
DAILY. 

Chicago — Abendpost. 

Arbeiter-Zeitung. 

Freie  Presse. 
Cincinnati — Volksfreund. 
St.  Louis — Amerika. 

WEEKLY. 

Chicago — Deutsche  Warte. 

Katholisches     Sonntags- 

blatt. 
Katholisches  Wochen- 

blatt. 

Neues  Leben. 

Columbus   (O.) — Waisenfreund. 
Los  Angeles  (Cal.) — Germania. 

Svid-Califor- 
nia  Post. 

Medford    (Wis.)— Waldbote. 
Milwaukee — Amerikanische    Turn- 

zeitung. 
Port  Washington   (Wis.)— Zei- 

tung. 
St.  Louis — Arbeiter  Zeitung. 

FRENCH    NEWSPAPERS. 

• 

WEEKLY. 

Chicago — Courrier    Franco-Ameri- 

cain. 
Los  Angeles — L'Union  Nouvelle. 

BOHEMIAN  NEWSPAPERS. 
DAILY. 

Chicago — Denni  Hlasatel. 

Spravedlnost. 
Cleveland — Volnost. 
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WEEKLY. 
Chicago — Krestansky  Posel. 

Zenske  Listy. 
Kewaunee    (Wis.) — Kewaunske 

Listy. 
New  York — Sokol  Americky. 

Volnfi  Listy. 
Omaha — Osveta  Americka. 

Pokrok  Zapadu. 
Racine — Slavie. 

POLISH  NEWSPAPERS. 
DAILY. 

Detroit — Dziennik  Polski. 
Milwaukee — Kuryer  Polski. 

WEEKLY   AND   MONTHLY. 
Chicago — Dzienswiety. 

Gazetta  Katolicka. 
Gazetta  Polska. 
Nar6d  Polski. 
Telegraf. 
Zgoda. 

Milwaukee — Kuryer   Tygodniowy. 
DUTCH   NEWSPAPERS. 

WEEKLY. 

Chicago — Onze  Toekomst 
Holland    (Mich.) — Grondwet. 
Kaiamazoo    (Mich.) — Hollandsche 
Amerikaan. 

Schoolbel. 

NORWEGIAN  AND  DANISH 
NEWSPAPERS. 

WEEKLY. 

Chicago — Folkets  Avis. 
Folke-Vennen. 
Posten. 
Revyen. 
Scandia. 
Ugebladet. 
Verdens  Gang. 
Decorah  (Iowa) — Posten. 
Minneapolis — Ny  Tid. 
Omaha — Danske  Pioneer. 
Superior    (Wis.) — Tidende. 


SWEDISH    NEWSPAPERS. 

WEEKLY. 
Chicago — Bladet. 

Fosterlandet. 

Gamla  och  Nya  Hemlan- 

det. 

Missions- Wannen. 
Svenska   Amerikanaren. 
Svenska  Kuriren. 
Svenska  Tribunen. 
College  View   (Neb.)— Sions  Yak- 
tare. 

Salt  Lake  City — Utah  Posten. 
San  Francisco — Vestkusten. 

ITALIAN  NEWSPAPERS. 

WEEKLY. 
Chicago— L'ltalia. 

Tribuna  Italiana. 
New  York — II  Proletario. 
Philadelphia — La  Plebe. 
Pueblo   (Col.)— II  Vindice. 

HUNGARIAN  NEWSPAPERS. 
Cleveland — Magyar  Napilap. 

Szabadsag. 

GREEK  NEWSPAPERS. 
Chicago — Athena. 
Hellas. 
Star. 
San  Francisco — California. 

SERVIAN  NEWSPAPERS. 

WEEKLY. 
Chicago — United  Servians. 

LITHUANIAN     NEWSPAPERS. 

WEEKLY. 
Chicago — Lietuva. 

Katalikas. 
PORTUGUESE  NEWSPAPER. 

WEEKLY. 

Oakland   (Cal.)— Uniao  Portu- 
gueza. 
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THIRTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF 

THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


To  THE  HONORABLE,  THE  MAYOR,  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CITY 
COUNCIL,  CITY  OF  CHICAGO: 

Gentlemen:  To  conform  with  the  seventh  section  of  the  Act 
of  the  General  Assembly,  under  which  the  Chicago  Public  Li- 
brary is  established  and  maintained,  the  Board  of  Directors  of 
the  Chicago  Public  Library  presents  this  thirty-seventh  annual 
report  of  its  operations  ending  May  31,  1909. 

The  citizens  of  Chicago  are  rapidly  learning  of  the  advan- 
tages of  the  Public  Library  and  constantly  making  demands  for 
increased  service  in  its  various  departments ;  and  the  Board  has 
studiously  aimed  to  improve  the  facilities  of  both  the  circulation 
as  well  as  the  speed  of  transit  of  the  books  to  the  reading  rooms 
and  delivery  stations.  Additional  automobile  service  was  estab- 
lished, and  this  method  of  transportation  has  during  the  year 
proved  to  be  a  great  success. 

On  June  1,  1908,  the  Library  roster  comprised  193  persons, 
including  outstanding  requisitions  on  the  Civil  Service  Commis- 
sion for  filling  vacancies.  During  the  period  covered  by  this  re- 
port, the  number  of  employees  has  been  increased  to  207,  the 
complete  roster  on  April  30,  1909,  showing  the  latter  number, 
such  an  increase  of  force  being  necessitated  by  expansion  and 
increase  of  work,  including  the  establishment  of  two  new  read- 
ing rooms. 
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The  circulation  of  books  through  the  Delivery  Stations  dur- 
ing the  period  covered  by  this  report  increased  nearly  33  per  cent 
over  the  preceding  year.  For  the  twelve  months  ending  May 
31,  1909,  the  Delivery  Station  circulation  has  been  about  68  per 
cent,  of  the  entire  home  circulation  of  the  Library. 

Never  in  the  history  of  the  Library  has  there  been  such  activ- 
ity in  establishing  new  delivery  stations.  The  number  of  these 
stations  were  increased  from  74  to  93,  inclusive  of  the  private 
corporations  which  possess  these  dispensing  points. 

During  the  period  covered  by  this  report  five  motor  wagons 
have  been  in  service,  each  covering  a  daily  distance  averaging 
38  miles.  At  48  of  the  84  stations  a  book  left  in  the  morning  is 
exchanged  and  return  made  to  the  station  the  same  day.  Eleven 
stations  are  now  served  by  express,  but  as  satisfactory  work  is 
being  done  in  the  way  of  street  improvement,  it  is  believed  that  a 
large  part  of  this  express  service  can  be  absorbed  by  the  Library 
automobiles,  and  also  that  return  deliveries  on  same  day  can  be 
made  to  a  larger  number  of  stations. 

One  of  the  principal  changes  to  the  Library  grounds  was  the 
removal  of  the  car  tracks  of  the  City  Railways  Company,  which 
were  on  Michigan  Avenue  and  Randolph  and  Washington  Streets, 
to  Garland  Court  on  the  West  side  of  the  Library  building.  This 
alteration  involved  the  double  benefit  of  producing  less  noise 
and  beautifying  the  exterior  aspects  of  the  Library  location. 

The  rebuilding  and  remodeling  of  our  delivery  station  facili- 
ties, to  complement  the  new  location  of  the  street  car  tracks  and 
traffic,  admitted  of  marked  improvements  to  our  service  and 
these  entire  commendable  changes  were  effected  without  the 
Library  Board  expending  any  of  the  public  funds. 

This  Garland  Court  proposition  was  a  most  important  equa- 
tion in  the  problem  of  beautifying  the  city  in  general ;  inasmuch 
as  an  inter-boulevard  link  between  the  north  and  south  sides  of 
the  city  was  contemplated  via  Michigan  Avenue,  the  removal  of 
the  car  tracks  from  the  east  of  the  Library  was  the  first  step  in 
the  direction  of  making  the  "link  boulevard"  project  a  possibility. 
The  Library  Board  in  this  matter  assisted  in  solving  a  difficulty 
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which  periodically  aroused  discussion,  and  now  has  been  settled 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  city,  the  property  owner,  the  street  car 
company  and  the  Public  Library,  the  latter  having  accrued  to  it 
the  most  pronounced  benefit.  The  change  necessitated  a  great 
many  alterations  in  the  receiving  room  and  the  removal  of  the 
loading  platform  from  the  Garland  Court  side  to  the  enclosed 
areaway  in  the  rear  of  the  building.  The  work  was  done  by  the 
D.  M.  Crilly  Company,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Library 
architects,  and  the  entire  expense,  about  $13,000,  paid  by  the 
Chicago  City  Railway  Company. 

The  insurance  on  the  Blackstone  Branch  Library,  in  the  sum 
of  $52,000,  was  renewed  for  a  period  of  five  years. 

About  2,000  slate  tiles  were  replaced  on  the  roof  of  the 
Library  building,  and  the  roof  of  the  Blackstone  Branch  Library 
repaired  and  the  walls  and  cornice  pointed. 

Electric  lights  have  been  installed  in  the  portico  in  the  Ran- 
dolph street  entrance,  and  arc  lights  on  the  Garland  Court  side 
—two  great  improvements  in  the  exterior  lighting  of  the  build- 
ing. 

The  mechanical  plant  has  been  kept  in  first-class  repair,  and 
the  old  air  pumps  have  been  replaced  by  two  new  ones. 

The  blowers  in  the  pneumatic  tube  system  have  been  replaced 
by  larger  ones  and  the  service  materially  improved. 

Book  cases  and  new  furniture  have  been  installed  in  several 
departments  of  the  Library  and  in  several  of  the  branch  reading 
rooms. 

The  Chicago  Public  Library  Board  having  won  in  its  cam- 
paign to  bring  to  our  Library  the  headquarters  of  the  American 
Library  Association,  will  make  Chicago  the  library  center  of  the 
United  States.  This  will  attract  to  our  metropolis  the  trustees, 
librarians  and  employees  of  thousands  of  libraries  and  afford  an 
opportunity  to  our  Public  Library  of  learning  of  the  most  ad- 
vanced business  and  library  ideals  of  the  world.  The  Library 
Board  has  accorded  to  this  national  institution  a  large  room. 
No  rental  will  be  charged. 


12  THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

The  lecture  hall  just  opened  in  connection  with  the  Hughes 
Room  has  attracted  to  the  Library  thousands  of  school  children 
and  afforded  an  opportunity  of  instructing  them  in  the  course  of 
book  selection,  awakening  in  these  youth  a  desire  to  read  and 
inculcating  love  of  nature,  history  and  travel. 

The  lectures  given  under  the  auspices  of  the  Chicago  Medical 
and  Dental  Societies  have  been  productive  of  much  good,  and 
the  public  and  press  alike  have  given  their  warmest  support  and 
approval.  The  character  of  the  lectures  and  the  subjects  of  the 
speakers  have  attracted  to  this  lecture  hall  on  the  first  floor  audi- 
ences composed  of  the  citizens  from  all  sections  of  the  city. 

The  plan  of  loaning  a  traveling  library  has  also  been  insti- 
tuted during  this  administration,  and  firms  as  well  as  civic  insti- 
tutions have  made  satisfactory  arrangements  for  an  assorted 
list  of  books.  Same  are  cared  for  and  circulated,  the  Library 
holding  said  organization  responsible  for  the  assignment. 

The  same  policy  prevails  regarding  establishing  delivery  sta- 
tions within  our  large  industrial  centres,  department  stores, 
factories  and  commercial  institutions.  In  one  of  these  industrial 
plants  the  Library  circulated  39,987  books  during  the  past  eleven 
months.  This  illustrates  the  great  possibilities  of  the  factor  of 
library  extension,  without  burdening  the  Library  system  for 
transportation,  since  the  firms  for  the  most  part  assume  this  ex- 
penditure, and  this  last  item  aggregates  to  huge  figures  when 
daily  transportation  is  taken  into  account. 

A  portable  vacuum  cleaning  outfit  was  purchased  and  has 
proved  very  satisfactory  in  the  cleaning  of  books,  for  which 
purpose  it  has  been  principally  used.  It  has  also  been  used  in 
cleaning  the  upholstered  furniture  and  carpets  in  different  rooms 
of  the  Library  and  Grand  Army  rooms. 

The  ventilation,  complained  about  for  many  years,  has  been 
improved  by  opening  new  ducts  and  giving  higher  speed  to  the 
air  fans. 

A  descriptive  booklet  of  the  Library  was  issued  during  the 
year;  it  contains  valuable  information  to  the  public,  instructing 
the  people  as  to  the  use  of  the  Library  and  how  to  obtain  cards 
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and  under  what  conditions  the  public  can  receive  library  service. 
The  booklet  is  beautifully  illustrated  and  its  literary  style  easily 
understood ;  it  was  liberally  distributed  among  the  public  and 
parochial  schools  and  sent  to  such  other  civic  institutions  as 
would  be  concerned  in  the  publication.  No  charge  is  exacted — 
any  person  desiring  a  copy  will  be  supplied. 

In  connection  with  publications,  it  is  deserving  of  mention 
that  the  Library  never  before  issued  as  many  booklets,  pamphlets 
and  card  catalogues  as  during  the  past  year.  Noteworthy  among 
these  is  the  "Lincoln  catalogue,"  which  attracted  inter-state  atten- 
tion ;  it  contained  a  most  complete  list  of  all  books  and  pamphlets 
as  pertained  to  the  life  of  Lincoln.  These  catalogues  were  sent 
to  all  schools,  libraries  and  public  institutions  throughout  Chi- 
cago, and  its  appearance  no  doubt  contributed  essentially  to  the 
memorable  Lincoln  celebration. 

The  Library  Board  was  early  to  advocate  recognition  of  the 
Lincoln  Centennial  anniversary  and  assisted  in  arousing  public 
spirit  in  the  event.  The  Board  arranged  to  have  the  celebration 
in  Memorial  Hall,  and  on  February  13th  a  huge  audience  of  Chi- 
cagoans  attended  these  memorial  exercises.  This  was  the  first 
instance  of  the  Public  Library  taking  part  in  a  civic  celebration 
and  marks  the  public  service  attitude  of  the  present  Library 
Board. 

Since  my  last  annual  report  the  Library  system  sustained 
a  loss  in  the  death  of  the  venerable  and  faithful  secretary,  Mr. 
W.  B.  Wickersham;  the  Board  in  recognition  of  his  services 
passed  memorial  resolutions. 

Mr.  Frederick  H.  Hild,  who  for  the  past  twenty-two  years 
acted  in  the  capacity  of  librarian,  ended  his  services  on  April  30, 
1909,  and  the  Board,  in  recognition  of  his  services,  passed  reso- 
lutions on  April  26,  1909. 

The  civil  service  commissi'oners,  after  a  competitive  examina- 
tion, certified  Mr.  H.  G.  Wilson,  on  March  15th,  1909,  as  the 
secretary  of  the  Board.  The  position  of  librarian,  now  tem- 
porarily held  by  Mr.  Carl  B.  Roden,  will  also  be  permanently 
filled  through  the  medium  of  a  civil  service  examination. 
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The  Public  Library  Employees'  Pension  Fund  is  now  in  the 
fourth  year  of  its  existence  and  three  of  the  employees  of  the 
Board  have  taken  advantage  of  its  benefits  and  have  retired  from 
active  service.  This  fund  is  supported  by  deductions  from  the 
salaries  of  the  employees  and  by  the  contributions  of  such  part 
of  the  miscellaneous  receipts  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  Board 
of  Directors.  The  idea  and  aim  of  the  Pension  Fund  is  not  that 
of  insurance,  but  solely  the  pensioning  of  employees  who  have 
served  the  Chicago  Public  Library  long  and  faithfully,  or  those 
who  may  become  incapacitated  for  duty  while  still  in  the  service. 

On  June  28th,  1909,  the  Board  unanimously  voted  that  the 
circulating  department  of  the  Library  be  kept  open  evenings 
until  8:30  o'clock.  The  opening  of  the  Library  evenings  to  the 
people,  giving  them  opportunities  at  both  the  reference  and  cir- 
culating departments,  is  doubtless  a  proper  action;  while  the  ex- 
pense incurred  is  about  $3,000.00,  a  trifle  as  compared  with  the 
service  to  the  public. 

The  feature  of  the  civil  service  as  it  applies  to  the  Library 
and  as  it  has  been  put  into  effect  during  the  past  year,  has  re- 
sulted in  complete  satisfaction,  and  in  the  classification  and  grad- 
ing now  in  process  of  all  the  employees,  will  bring  to  the  Library 
a  proficient  class  of  public  servants  and  provide  the  best  of  public 
officials.  The  Board  has  steadfastly  and  eagerly  striven  to  aid 
the  civil  service,  and  a  like  attitude  exists  from  the  latter  Board 
toward  the  Public  Library.  The  effecting  of  civil  service  and 
the  additional  classification  of  trained  librarians  for  our  branch 
reading  rooms  are  among  the  commendable  accomplishments  of 
the  past  year. 

The  new  branch  reading  rooms  were  opened  in  the  South, 
West  and  North  Side  parks,  large  and  small,  and  contain  a  choice 
lot  of  books,  magazines  and  newspapers ;  besides,  there  will  be 
in  constant  attendance  trained  librarians.  The  Park  Boards  have 
furnished  the  rooms  in  the  most  beautiful  manner,  and  are 
dividing  the  expenses  with  the  Library  Board.  The  harmonious 
and  agreeable  relations  existing  between  these  State  and  Mu- 
nicipal institutions  bring  to  Chicagoans  an  unusual  great  benefit. 
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City  pride  induces  this  cordial  helpfulness,  and  this  is  the  one 
secret  of  our  city's  rapid  progress. 

During-  the  year  the  Board  has  voted  to  make  three  of  the 
branch  reading  rooms  into  circulating  libraries.  This  is  the  first 
attempt  of  the  Chicago  Public  Library  at  inaugurating  this  most 
necessary  feature  of  library  extension  into  the  branch  reading 
room  department.  The  effort  of  the  administration  to  give  spe- 
cial consideration  for  branch  reading  rooms  was  earnest,  and  a 
standing  committee  was  created  whose  duty  it  was  to  oversee 
these  branches.  After  considerable  labor,  the  Library  has  event- 
ually effected  a  happy  understanding  with  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion and  branch  reading  rooms  have  been  established  in  the  Burr 
and  Montefiore  Public  Schools.  Thus,  after  many  years  of  ap- 
parently fruitless  effort,  the  Library  Board  and  the  School  Board 
have  found  a  channel  through  which  mutual  effort  can  bring 
the  Library  and  schools  into  companionship.  The  public  is  to  be 
benefited,  and  the  two  arms  of  education  are  allowed  to  join  in 
the  field  of  furtherance  of  public  education.  In  the  near  future 
two  or  more  public  schools  will  be  equipped  with  libraries ;  a 
librarian  will  be  in  attendance.  The  night  library  and  the  night 
school  are  products  of  public  need,  and  the  joint  school  and 
library  is  certain  of  future  existence,  because  of  its  positive 
necessity. 

The  citizens  of  today  are  demanding  greater  results  from 
public  institutions ;  they  realize  the  necessity  for  perfect  harmony 
in  all  public  effort,  and  the  school  and  Library  hours  are  being 
extended  to  accord  helpfulness  to  those  who  during  the  day  are 
strenuously  engaged  in  the  earning  of  a  livelihood.  The  "neigh- 
borhood idea"  will  prevail,  and  during  the  day  and  after  lunch- 
eon, people  of  the  community  will  find  their  way  to  the  Public 
Library  branch  reading  room,  located  in  a  public  school  building. 

The  Thomas  Hughes  room  opened  to  the  youth  of  our  city 
has  proven  to  be  a  splendid  experiment.  The  room  is  beauti- 
fully furnished  and  on  the  walls  hang  artistic  pictures  and  the 
book  cases  contain  some  volumes  as  relate  to  "children  worlds"; 
the  reading  matter  is  within  their  grasp,  and  the  entire  atmos- 
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phere  of  this  room  conforms  to  the  themes  of  history,  biography, 
travel,  adventure,  art  and  science,  all  subservient  to  the  imagina- 
tion of  the  boys  and  girls  who  are  still  struggling  with  the  three 
R's.  The  room  is  supplied  with  all  the  reference  catalogues  and 
accessories  to  induce  the  youth  to  venture  into  more  deep  sub- 
jects ;  the  children  are  not  without  the  "human  touch,"  so  called, 
since  trained  assistants  are  in  their  presence  who  aid  them  in 
their  searches  and  supply  them  with  every  possible  aid  in  locating 
a  hidden  hero  or  bringing  to  their  notice  a  clean  and  helpful 
romance.  The  attendance  to  this  room  has  continued  to  increase 
at  so  remarkable  a  degree  that  an  additional  room  on  the  same 
floor  has  been  prepared  to  care  for  these  anxious  and  studious 
youngsters. 

In  the  new  addition  arrangements  will  be  effected  to  admit 
of  illustrated  lectures,  the  Library  owning  its  own  stereopticons, 
which  will  be  given  by  recognized  lecturers,  and  once  a  week  the 
young  people  will  be  invited  to  have  an  instructive  lecture  per- 
taining to  things  of  concern  in  the  child  life. 

The  "story  hour"  was  also  inaugurated  at  the  branch 
libraries,  and  a  "Library  League"  at  the  Blackstone  branch  has 
grown  to  be  an  important  propaganda  of  Library  extension 
among  the  public  school  children  of  Hyde  Park.  This  league 
selects  a  certain  topic  for  study,  and  all  its  members  eagerly 
strive  to  become  familiar  with  the  matter,  thus  prompting  indi- 
vidual study  rather  than  didactic  education,  a  most  commendable 
way  to  inculcate  the  spirit  of  "self  help,"  an  almost  lost  art  in 
these  days  of  "conveniences." 

The  Library  League  deserves  to  be  encouraged  and  its  pur- 
pose is  meeting  the  support  of  all  who  realize  the  need  of  indi- 
vidualization  in  all  study  and  research.  This  is  counted  on  to 
arouse  in  the  hearers  a  desire  to  read  books  containing  the  story. 
At  the  end  of  the  hour  bookmarks  will  be  given  out  containing 
lists  of  the  titles  of  books  on  the  story  of  the  day  and  their  cata- 
logue numbers  in  the  Chicago  Public  Library.  It  is  believed 
by  those  interested  in  the  plan  that  through  the  proposed  story 
telling  and  the  distribution  of  bookmarks  many  boys  and  girls 
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will  be  induced  to  take  up  the  habit  of  reading  informing  books 
instead  of  trashy  romances  of  the  "nickel  thriller"  type. 

"Story  hours"  of  the  kind  planned  have  become  a  feature  of 
the  service  of  libraries  of  other  communities.  They  are  held 
both  at  the  main  and  branch  libraries  in  Boston,  Pittsburg,  New 
York  and  elsewhere. 

The  lectures  at  the  Hughes  Room  were  as  follows  : 
Date.  Speaker.  Subject. 

July     1     Dr.  B.  J.  Cigrand  Our  Nation's  Birthday 

July  15     Rev.  J.  E.  Snook  The  Philippine  Islands 

Oct.  10     Mr.  F.  Smith  Early  Chicago 

Oct.  31     Mrs.  J.  Sherwood  Paris 

Nov.  21     Dr.  B.  J.  Cigrand  American  Thanksgivings 

Dec.  11     Mr.  H.  E  Barber  Experimental  Electricity 

Feb.  13     Mr.  J.  R.  Patterson  Abraham  Lincoln 

Mar.  13     Mr.  C.  Moliter  Yellowstone  National  Park 

Apr.  24     Mr.  F.  Baker  Birds  in  Chicago  Parks 

May  29     Mr.  J.  R.  Patterson  Land  of  Burns  and  Scott 

June  12     Miss  Georgene  Faulkner      The  American  Flag 

The  following  illustrates  the  subjects  and  the  range  of  story 
hours  given  by  Miss  G.  Faulkner,  the  same  being  under  the 
direct  management  of  the  Library  Board : 

A  report  from  the  Library  Committee  of  the  Chicago 
Woman's  Club  on  the  story  hour  work  in  Davis  Square: 

Dec.  3 — Last  year's  favorite  tales  and  a  talk  about  the  Public 
Library  League,  organized  in  1908. 

Dec.  10 — Epaminondas,  Little  Black  Sambo,  Gingerbread 
Boy,  Christmas  stories. 

Dec.  17 — Christmas  stories,  Visit  to  Santa  Claus  Land,  Golden 
Cobwebs,  Red  Neckties,  Fir  Tree,  Symbol  and  the  Saint. 

Dec.  24 — Christ-Child  stories  with  stereopticon. 

Jan.  7 — Pancake,  Brahmin  and  Tiger  and  Jackal,  Odyssey 
stories  reviewed  from  year  before,  story  of  Menelaus  and 
Proteus. 

Jan.  14 — Tar  Baby,  Lil,  Hannibal,  Hansel  and  Gretel  opera 
storv. 
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Jan.  21 — Gray  Goose,  Bohemian  Fairy  Tales,  Twelve  Months 
and  the  Golden  Bread,  Odysseus  and  the  Cyclops. 

Jan.  28 — The  Gray  Pony,  Slavic  Fairy  Tales  of  Two  Broth- 
ers, Odysseus  at  Island  of  ^Eolus,  Circe  and  the  Swine.  Same 
date  Mr.  Roden  of  the  Chicago  Public  Library  gave  his  lecture 
on  the  Library  to  the  children  and  their  parents. 

Feb.  A — (February;  Historic  Month) — Story  of  Daniel 
Boone  and  early  pioneer  life ;  story  of  Abraham  Lincoln's  grand- 
father; American  hero  lists  given  to  the  children. 

Feb.  1 1 — Lincoln  celebration — Flags,  badges  and  Lincoln 
story  hour;  pupils  of  Seward  School  recited  Gettysburg  speech. 

Feb.  18 — Stories  of  Washington's  boyhood,  life  as  surveyor, 
French  and  Indian  war. 

Feb.  25 — Stories  of  the  Revolution,  Washington  at  Valley 
Forge,  Nathan  Hale,  Andre,  Emily  Geiger. 

March  A — Story  of  Taft;  story  of  Odysseus. 

March  12 — League  children  taken  to  the  main  Library  and 
to  the  Art  Institute. 

March  18 — Story  of  St.  Patrick,  Odyssey  stories. 

March  25 — Odyssey  stories  completed. 

April  1 — King  Arthur  and  Knights  of  the  Round  Table ;  lists 
given  to  the  children. 

April  8 — Lady  of  the  Lake,  Easter  stories. 

April  15 — Uncle  Remus  story,  Tar  Baby,  Elephant's  Child, 
King  Arthur  stories. 

April  22 — King  Arthur  stories,  Sir  Brune  and  the  Lion. 

April  29 — King  Arthur  stories. 

May  7,  at  8  p.  m. — Stereopticon  stories  of  King  Arthur  and 
Knights  of  the  Round  Table. 

The  "story  hours,"  as  arranged  for  the  coming  year,  will 
give  more  attention  to  American  folk  lore,  adventure  and  biog- 
raphy, and  the  services  of  the  talented  and  trained  story  tellers, 
Miss  Georgene  Faulkner  and  Mrs.  Gudrun  Thorne  Thomsen, 
have  again  been  procured.  The  salaries  of  these  distinguished 
teachers  are  provided  by  the  Chicago  Association  of  Collegiate 
Alumnae,  also  the  Women's  Clubs  of  Chicago;  the  Library 
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Board,  through  the  Committee  on  Branch  Reading  Rooms,  super- 
vises or  superintends  the  courses  or  stories. 

On  November  9,  1908,  the  president  of  the  Board  appointed 
a  committee  of  three  to  investigate  the  Library  with  a  view  to 
bettering  its  service  and  making  it  of  larger  value  to  the  public. 
A  number  of  important  suggestions  were  made  by  this  committee 
and  considerable  civic  interest  was  manifested  in  the  subject  of 
further  library  service.  Many  of  the  leading  city  organizations 
and  public  institutions,  primarily  among  these  the  daily  news- 
papers, rendered  invaluable  assistance  in  this  direction,  and  from 
the  entire  discussion  a  keen  and  awakened  interest  was  taken  in 
the  extension  policy  of  the  Library,  already  evidenced  in  the 
opening  of  reading  rooms  in  the  parks,  pleasure  grounds,  neigh- 
borhood centers  and  public  schools. 

With  a  view  to  enhancing  the  usefulness  of  the  Library  sys- 
tem and  fostering  the  broadest  and  most  liberal  policy,  and  prom- 
issory of  the  greatest  possible  public  service,  the  Board  adopted 
unanimously  a  resolution  requesting  the  presidents  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Chicago  and  Northwestern  University  to  nominate  three 
distinguished  Chicagoans,  and  the  Librarian  of  Congress  to  nom- 
inate two  library  experts,  these  five  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Library  Board  as  a  commission  to  investigate  the  Chicago  Public 
Library  system  with  a  view  of  suggesting  methods  which  might 
further  improve  the  Library  in  its  service  to  the  homes,  schools, 
and  population  generally.  It  is  with  pride  that  the  names  of 
these  committeemen  are  incorporated  in  this  annual  report,  since 
their  labors  will  contribute  pronouncedly  to  the  welfare  of  this 
public  educational  institution:  President  A.  W.  Harris,  on  be- 
half of  himself  and  President  Judson,  nominating  as  members  of 
the  advisory  commission  Mr.  Harry  A.  Wheeler,  Dean  George 
E.  Vincent,  University  of  Chicago,  and  Dean  Thomas  F.  Holgate, 
Northwestern  University.  Mr.  Herbert  Putnam,  Librarian  of 
Congress,  nominating  as  the  two  expert  members  of  the  commis- 
sion, Dr.  N.  D.  C.  Hodges,  Librarian  of  the  Cincinnati  Public 
Library,  and  Mr.  J.  I.  Wyer,  Jr.,  Director  of  the  New  York 
State  Library,  Albany,  New  York. 
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In  the  president's  first  opening  address  to  the  Board  he  called 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  City  of  Chicago  owed  the  sum  of 
$64,452.34,  of  which  amount  $23,534.44  has  been  acknowledged 
as  belonging  to  the  Library.  His  recommendation  did  not  receive 
that  consideration  which  it  merited,  and  in  his  second  opening 
address  he  again  referred  to  the  subject  in  these  words :  "The 
Committee  on  By-Laws,  in  conjunction  with  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  should  make  an  effort  before  the  Council  to  reimburse 
the  Library  for  moneys  spent  on  finishing  the  fourth  floor  in  the 
City  Hall  Building,  amounting  to  a  little  over  $40,000.00;  and 
from  moneys  diverted  from  the  Library  fund  to  the  general  fund 
in  1880,  by  order  of  the  Council,  amounting  to  $23,534.44." 

By  order  of  your  Board,  his  recommendation  was  followed, 
and  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  Director  Rawson, 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  By-Laws  Committee,  Director  Water- 
man, and  especially  to  Secretary  Wilson,  did  the  president  ex- 
press his  thanks  for  having  on  March  15,  1909,  impelled  the 
Council  to  refund  the  $23,534.44  to  the  Library  fund. 

The  president  also  directed  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
Library  could  render  researchers,  investigators,  inventors  and 
scholars  and  readers  generally  an  invaluable  service  by  installing 
in  a  specially  arranged  room  an  "Inter-Library  Card  Index,"  con- 
taining the  contents  of  the  important  large  Chicago  libraries. 
People  often  call  at  our  Library  for  some  special  book,  and, 
after  learning  that  the  book  is  out,  or  that  we  do  not  possess  the 
copy,  are  compelled  to  travel  about  the  metropolis  in  search  of 
the  volume.  If  we  possessed  a  "Card  Index"  of  the  John  Cre- 
rar,  Newberry,  Historical,  Quine,  Ryerson  and  other  libraries, 
this  unnecessary  waste  of  time  and  money  in  a  chase  to  locate 
the  book  would  be  avoided.  The  mere  published  catalogues,  I 
again  assert,  will  not  suffice.  The  public  has  a  right  to  be  served 
in  a  manner  which  indicates  that  the  latest  and  the  most  conveni- 
ent of  service  is  their  privilege. 

The  matter  of  the  Inter-Library  "Card  Index"  was  deemed 
inadvisable  at  the  present  time,  and  awaits  further  consideration 
in  the  near  future. 
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.The    following    communication    from    the    president    of    the 
Board  indicates  the  spirit  regarding  the  receiving  of  donations 
and  bequests : 
"Gentlemen: 

"For  the  first  time  in  nearly  a  score  of  years  the  Chicago  Public 
Library  is  on  a  cash  basis,  and  the  progress  throughout  the  entire 
Library  system  has  been  most  satisfactory;  notwithstanding  the  enor- 
mous book  purchases  of  the  year  and  the  opening  up  of  some  fifteen 
delivery  stations  and  about  six  branch  reading  rooms,  we  are  scarcely 
able  to  comply  with  the  growing  population  and  increasing  needs 
of  Chicago.  The  total  number  of  books  drawn  was  fully  200,000  above 
the  circulation  of  the  last  year.  The  unprecedented  increase  in  the 
home  circulation  deserves  our  sincerest  consideration,  and  in  view  of 
that  fact  I  again  bring  to  your  honorable  body's  attention  the  follow- 
ing from  my  first  opening  address: 

"We  may  well  be  proud  of  our  progressive  Library,  whose  age 
is  indeed  short  when  compared  with  the  eastern  public  libraries.  Yet 
this  year  our  Library  system  has  forged  her  place  above  Philadelphia 
in  number  of  books,  making  Chicago  fourth  in  that  distinguished  list; 
with  New  York,  Brooklyn  and  Boston  leading.  Our  city,  the  second 
metropolis  of  our  land,  being  the  leading  professional  center  of  Amer- 
ica, deserves  to  have  at  least  the  second  largest  library;  and  when 
the  lawmakers  and  committees  of  finance  become  fully  aware  of  the 
educational  magnitude  of  our  city  and  her  great  need  of  library  sup- 
port, this  institution  of  learning  will  not  long  remain  below  any  city 
of  our  country. 

"In  connection  with  this  endeavor  for  greater  funds,  let  me  call 
your  attention  to  the  extensive  financial  grants  which  the  libraries 
of  the  eastern  portion  of  our  country  are  annually  receiving.  These 
donations,  these  bequests  and  these  endowments  amount  to  millions 
of  dollars  and  augment  the  serviceability  of  their  libraries  beyond 
ordinary  comprehension.  We  have  a  right  to  accept  as  trust  funds 
from  any  one  who  may  be  disposed  to  confer  such  gratitude  upon  the 
deserving  public,  and  while  we  now  hold  in  trust  the  magnificent  gifts 
of  Mrs.  T.  B.  Blackstone,  Mr.  Hiram  Kelley,  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Ryder  and 
Jerome  Beecher,  this  great  community  of  beneficent  donors  should 
have  their  attention  called  to  the  possibilities  of  the  Public  Library 
utilities.  The  kindly  disposed  civic  societies,  the  influential  commer- 
cial organizations,  the  powerful  corporate  institutions  should  be  made 
acquainted  with  the  necessities  of  this  department  of  education;  and 
I  share  the  hope  that  generous  bequests  would  come  if  knowledge  of 
the  existing  opportunity  were  obtained. 
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"In  my  second  opening  address,  the  following  deserves  consicjera- 
tion.  in  connection  with  branch  libraries: 

"The  possibilities  of  depositing  in  our  branch  libraries  or  reading 
rooms  larger  assortments  of  books  and  in  a  measure  circulate  the 
books  from  the  branch  reading  rooms  and  thus  avoid  shipping  them 
from  the  main  Library,  might  receive  consideration.  This 'will  lessen 
the  wear  on  the  books  and  curtail  expenses  of  delivery,  while  it  will 
increase  the  expense  of  service  at  the  reading  rooms;  but  the  service 
to  the  public  is  the  essential  point,  and  this  deserves  immediate  atten- 
tion. 

"It  is  my  hope  that  this  Board  will  recognize  the  great  opportu- 
nity of  inducing  some  liberally  disposed,  reputable  person  to  bequeath 
to  the  Library,  either  real  estate  or  a  sufficient  financial  grant  to 
found  a  site  for  branch  libraries  on  the  West,  South  and  North  sides 
of  our  city.  If  the  donations  were  sufficiently  large  to  include  even  the 
expense  of  the  buildings,  there  is  no  reason  why  this  Board  should 
not  accept  such  offers,  thereby  aiding  the  great  public  in  their  search 
for  knowledge  and  lessening  the  burdens  of  our  taxpayers.  I  would 
recommend  that  a  special  committee  be  appointed  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  look  into  the  feasibility  of  interesting  our  immediate  public  in 
these  bequests." 

Agreeable  to  the  request  of  the  president,  such  committee 
was  created,  and  the  president  appointed  three  members  of  the 
Board  to  proceed  as  suggested. 

The  Library  has  never  purchased  a  larger  number  of  books, 
and  .the  acting  Librarian's  report  will  indicate  a  great  increase 
in  the  new  volumes  relating  to  all  fields  of  research  and  including 
art,  science,  biography,  history,  travel  and  kindred  subjects. 

The  greatest  number  of  books  circulated  in  a  single  day  was 
reached  on  February  13th  of  this  year,  when  over  10,000  volumes 
were  taken  out  by  cards.  The  open  shelf  was  instituted  at  the 
new  branch  reading  rooms  and  also  maintained  at  the  old  rooms. 
While  the  loss  of  books  deserves  consideration,  and  every  effort 
is  made  to  keep  the  number  low,  yet  the  great  service  and  oppor- 
tunity to  the  readers  impels  the  keeping  of  the  open  shelf. 


THIRTY-SEVENTH  ANNUAL  REPORT  23 

The  Library  is  primarily  an  element  in  the  educational  sys- 
tem, though  controlled  by  a  separate  Board  of  Directors,  and  in 
this  special  capacity  has  a  more  continuous  career  than  the  public 
schools,  since  its  duration  of  usefulness  extends  from  early  stu- 
dent life  and  generally  follows  as  an  attribute  of  education,  to  the 
end  of  old  age.  The  Library  oft  takes  the  place  of  the  school, 
is  supplementary  to  the  academy,  college  and  university,  and  may 
assume  the  augmented  post-graduate  institution.  Inasmuch  as 
the  Library  is  intended  to  be  both  instructive  and  recreative,  it 
must  'serve  without  displeasure  these  dual  factors  in  life,  and 
which  one  of  these  should  receive  the  greater  consideration  is 
not  so  vital,  so  long  as  both  are  properly  brought  to  lend  in- 
spiration for  the  betterment  of  home  and  civic  life. 

The  people  require  the  wholesome  atmosphere  of  the  Public 
Library  since  through  this  channel  they  may  be  quickly  prepared 
for  the  responsible  attitude  of  citizens;  and  this  transformation 
can  be  best  effected  by  means  of  bringing  the  lights  of  literature, 
of  science,  of  government  to  them,  either  by  the  services  of  the 
reading  rooms  or  the  delivery  stations.  In  any  event,  the  great 
and  central  Library  makes  itself  felt  throughout  the  entire  human 
existence  of  our  cosmopolitan  city,  and  its  avenues  of  circulation 
ramify  into  every  phase  of  our  industrial  and  educational  activi- 
ties. By  this  propaganda  the  native  as  well  as  the  newcomers — 
and  they  are  numerous — speedily  become  molded  into  earnest 
Americans,  whose  sturdy  qualities  we  require  and  whose  weak- 
nesses we  must  eliminate  or  overcome;  thus  understanding  our 
form  of  government  they  will  adapt  themselves  safely  into  the 
destiny  of  our  republic.  Our  metropolis  is  recognized  as  being 
notably  cosmopolitan.  Daily  absorption  of  new  life,  both  from 
foreign  lands  and  from  neighboring  states,  impels  the  trustees 
to  enter  earnestly  into  the  task  of  opening  reading  rooms  or  de- 
livery stations  in  all  parks,  play  grounds,  public  schools,  public 
baths,  high  schools  and  kindred  public  institutions,  as  within 
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these  publicly  controlled  places  the  richest  opportunities  lie  to 
serve  the  needy  and  the  affluent,  for  both  must  come  under  the 
kindly  influence  of  the  Public  Library  system. 

The  Secretary's  and  Librarian's  reports,  hereto  appended, 
give  in  detail  the  operations  of  the  various  departments  of  the 
Library. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

B.  J.  CIGRAND,  President ; 

ROBT.  J.  ROULSTON,  Vice-Pres.; 

GRAHAM  TAYLOR, 

JULIUS  STERN, 

A.  LAGORIO, 

E.  A.  BLODGETT, 
A.  N.  WATERMAN, 

F.  H.  RAWSON, 

G.  B.  ARMSTRONG, 

Board  of  Directors. 
Chicago,  July  12,  1909. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 


Public  Library,  Chicago,  July  12,  1909. 
To  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS, 

THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 
Gentleman: — 

As  required  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly,  under  which  the  Library  is  established  and  maintained, 
I  beg  to  submit  the  following  financial  and  statistical  statements 
for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1909: 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND. 

CASH   RECEIPTS   AND   DISBURSEMENTS   FOR  YEAR  ENDED    MAY   31,    1909. 

Receipts. 
Receipts  for  Library  purposes: 

Taxes  collected  June  1,  1908,  to  May  31,  190&.  $309,369.52 

Taxes  1879  and  prior  (paid  by  order  of  City 
Council)     23,534.44 

Interest  on  cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer. .  781.91 

Miscellaneous  receipts: 

Sale  of  finding  lists $        679.17 

Books  lost  and  paid  for 708.17 

Sale   of   duplicates 10.50 

Miscellaneous    304.79          1,702.63 

$335,388.50 
Other  Receipts: 
Security  Deposits: 

Deposits  for  library  cards  and  books $     2,972.70 

Less  deposits  refunded 2,903.70  69.00 

Fines: 

Fines  for  retention  of  books   (paid  to  pen- 
sion fund;    see  disbursements) 9,162.63 

Total  receipts   during  year $344,620.13 

Funds,  June  1,  1908: 

Balance  cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer $     7,192.58 

Cash  in  banks  and  in  Secretary's  hands 1,605.75          8,798.33 

$353,418.46 
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Disbursements. 
Public  Library  Fund: 

Books   $  25,998.05 

Binding    18,763.71 

Newspapers  and   periodicals 5,606.62 

Salaries,  main   library , 132,823.94 

Salaries,  branch  reading  rooms 12,043.48 

Salaries,  delivery  stations 18,011.27 

Delivery  stations,   miscellaneous 8,413.97 

Branch  reading  rooms,  miscellaneous 7,328.16 

Finding  lists    818.95 

Printing  and  stationery 3,264.67 

Miscellaneous  expense   3,176.06 

Fuel  8,756.40 

Heating  and  generating  plant 1,166.99 

Electric  supplies  and  repairs 481.90 

Elevator  supplies  and  repairs 265.33 

Janitors    expense   821.40 

Furniture  and    iixtures   3,793.36 

Insurance    3,554.62 

Freight  and  expressage 222.60 

Postage    699.00 

Books  lost  and  paid  for — refunds 113.55 

Repairs,  alterations  and  Improvements \.  7,544.62 

Blackstone  branch  library: 

Salaries  $3,914.51 

Books   1,066.65 

Binding    332.34 

Newspapers  and  periodicals 267.99 

Heat  and  light 1,224.64 

Repairs    184.05 

Miscellaneous    780.64  7,770.82 


Total  expenditure  for  maintenance $271,439.47 

Pension  Fund: 

Fines  received  paid  into  pension  fund 9,162.63 

Total   disbursements   $280,602.10 

Funds  May  31,  1909: 

Cash  in  City  Treasurer's  hands. .  .$47,607.17 
Cash    in    City    Treasurer's    hands 

(fund  of  1879  reserved) 23,534.44        71,141.61 


Cash   in   banks  and  in  hands    of 
Secretary    1,674.75     $353,418.46 
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TRUST    FUNDS. 

Cash  Receipts  and  Disbursements. 
Income  from  investments: 

Hiram  Kelly  fund $     7,710.02 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  fund 529.47 

Jerome  Beecher  fund 94.84 

$     8,334.33 
Story  Hour  Fund: 

Cash  received  from  Story  Hour  Association.  .$     2,000.00 
Interest  on  bank  balance 3.04          2,003.04 

$  10,337.37 
Balance  June  1,  1908: 

In  bank  22,466.21 

$  32,803.58 
Disbursements. 
Ryder  Fund  Income: 

Books  purchased   $       637.56 

Story  Hour  Fund: 

Salary  Mrs.  Gudrun  T.  Thomsen 1,400.00 

$     2,037.56 
Balance  cash  May  31,  1909   (cash  in  banks) : 

Hiram  Kelly  fund  income $26,179.78 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  fund  income 2,136.38 

Jerome  Beecher  fund  income 1,846.82 

$30,162.98 
Story  Hour  fund 603.04         30,766.02     $  32,803.58 

TRUST  FUNDS  AND  INVESTMENTS    THEREOF. 

Trust  Funds: 

Hiram  Kelly  bequest $200,000.00 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  bequest 10,000.00 

Jerome  Beecher  bequest 2,000.00     $212,000.00 

Investments: 
Real  estate    corner    Jackson    boulevard    and 

Sherman  street   $160,000.00 

Municipal  bonds   43,114.50 

Mortgage  loan  notes   8,500.00 

Certificate   of   deposit 385.50     $212,000.00 
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BOOKS. 

Number  of  books  in  library  June  1,  1908 352,093 

Number  of  books  purchased  the  past  year 25,303 

Number  of  books  donated  the  past  year 1,315 

Number  of  books  received  from  reading  rooms.  1,165 
Other   sources    .  414 


Total  number  of  books  added  the  past  year.  28,197 

Number  of  books  worn  out  the  past  year 12,900 

Number  of  books  lost  and  paid  for 659 

Number  of  books  delinquent  in  1907-08 98 

Number  of  books  missing  in  1907-08 1,250 

Duplicates  disposed  of 34 


Total  number  of  books  subtracted  the  past  year  14,941 

Total  net  additions  the  past  year 13,256 


Total  number  of  vols.  in  library  June  1,  1909.  365,349 

Total  number  of  volumes  unaccounted  for  in 

inventory   of   1909 '. 1,818 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  G.  WILSON, 
Secretary. 

State  of  Illinois,  f 

ss 
County  of  Cook. \  " 

I,  H.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago 
Public  Library,  do  solemnly  swear  that  the  foregoing  statements  are 
true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

H.  G.  WILSON, 
Secretary. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  twelfth  day  of  July,  A.  D, 
1909.  JAMES  BXJGGIE, 

"Notary  Public. 

Chicago,  July  12,  1909. 

We  have  audited  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Chicago  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1909,  and  find  them  to  be  correct. 
We  have  also  examined  the  foregoing  statements  and  compared  them 
with  the  books,  vouchers,  securities  and  other  instructions  and  we 
certify  them  to  be  correct. 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  AUDIT  Co., 

ROBERT  NELSON,  C.  A.,  By  JOHN  MCLAREN, 

Manager.  President. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN. 


To  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  : 
Gentlemen:    As  Acting  Librarian  for  the 'final  month  of  the 
fiscal  year,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  37th  annual  report 
of  the  Librarian  for  the  year  ending  May  31,  1909. 

GROWTH  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  on  May  31,  1909,  was 
365,349,  a  net  increase  of  13,256  over  the  number  reported  at  the 
close  of  last  year.  The  gross  accessions  of  the  year  numbered 
28,197  volumes.  Of  these  25,303  were  purchased;  1,315  were 
donated;  1,165  were  acquired  by  binding  periodicals  from  the 
various  reading-rooms;  217  by  binding  reports  and  pamphlets; 
8  were  taken  from  the  duplicate  room ;  19  were  received  by  ex- 
change and  170  were  books  which  had  been  lost  and  paid  for, 
or  missing  in  previous  years,  and  now  recovered  and  reacces- 
sioned.  To  the  number  of  unbound  pamphlets  868  were  added, 
increasing  the  number  now  in  the  Library  to  63,461. 

There  were  deducted  from  the  total  number  of  volumes  in  the 
Library  during  the  past  year  the  following  items:  Books  worn 
out  and  withdrawn  from  circulation,  12,900;  accessioned  dupli- 
cates disposed  of,  34;  books  lost  and  paid  for,  659;  books  unac- 
counted for  in  the  annual  inventory  of  1907-8,  1,250;  books  not 
recovered  from  delinquent  borrowers  in  1906-7,  98.  Of  the 
books  worn  out  and  withdrawn  from  circulation,  5,919  were  Eng- 
lish prose  fiction,  5,496  were  juvenile  books,  730  were  books  in 
foreign  languages,  and  755  in  all  other  classes. 

The  entire  amount  expended  for  books  was  $27,064.70,  which 
includes  purchases  for  the  Blackstone  Branch  and  for  the  branch 
reading-rooms.  The  gifts  of  books  to  the  Library  during  the 
year  numbered  1,315. 
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HOME  CIRCULATION. 

The  Circulating  Department  of  the  main  Library  was  open  on 
302  days  during  the  year.  The  department  was  closed  on  Sun- 
days and  holidays,  but  was  open  on  week-days  from  9  a.  m.  to 
6 :30  p.  m.  The  total  number  of  books  issued  for  home  use  was 
1,777,142,  an  increase  of  175,497  volumes,  or  more  than  eleven 
per  cent,  over  the  previous  year.  The  daily  average  home  circu- 
lation at  the  main  Library  and  through  the  delivery  stations  rose 
from  5,046  to  5,651.  The  largest  number  of  books  issued  in  any 
one  day  at  the  main  Library  was  10,112,  on  February  13,  1909; 
the  smallest  number,  4,194,  on  July  11,  1908.  The  fines  received 
from  delinquent  borrowers  amounted  to  $9,162.63.  The  number 
of  notices  sent  to  borrowers  and  guarantors  was  27,658.  The 
home  circulation,  exclusive  of  the  circulation  of  the  Blackstone 
Branch,  is  shown  in  the  following  table,  month  by  month,  for 
the  past  two  years : 
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302    1.706.656 

5.651 
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304 
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5.046 

INTER-LIBRARY  LOANS. 

Requisitions  were  received  from  twenty-eight  libraries,  out- 
side of  the  city,  asking  for  the  loan  of  books  under  the  inter- 
library  loan  plan.  The  number  of  books  loaned  in  this  manner 
was  216. 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  CIRCULATION. 

The  classification  of  the  books  issued  for  home  reading,  show- 
ing the  number  of  volumes  and  the  percentage  of  each  class,  is 

as  follows : 

Volumes.  Pet. 

English  prose  fiction 784,075  44.12 

Juvenile  literature    619,512  34.86 

History  and  biography 73,396                 4.13 

Geography  and  travels 42,118                 2.37 

Sciences  and  arts 101,830                 5.73 

Poetry  and  drama 28,790                 1.62 

Miscellaneous 55,269                 3.11 

Foreign  languages 72,152                 4.06 


1,777,142  100.00 

REGISTRATION. 

During  the  three  years  ending  May  31,  1909,  the  statistics  of 
the  Registry  Department  show  that  112,430  cards  were  issued. 
There  were  canceled  during  this  period  15,544  cards,  leaving  the 
number  of  live  cards  outstanding  at  the  close  of  the  year,  96,886. 
The  classification  of  card  holders  by  sex  shows  that  60,410  cards 
were  issued  to  males,  and  52,020  to  females.  Of  the  total  num- 
ber of  cards  issued  during  the  year,  16,499  were  applied  for  at 
the  main  Library  and  26,384  at  the  delivery  stations.  There  were 
issued  647  teacher's  cards,  making  the  number  of  such  cards  now 
outstanding  1,710. 

DELIVERY  STATIONS. 

The  circulation  of  books  for  home  use  through  the  Delivery 
Stations  was  1,129,450,  an  increase  of  175,450  over  the  previous 
year.  Eighty-seven  stations  were  in  operation  at  the  close  of 
the  year,  an  increase  of  thirteen  over  the  preceding  year.  Ex- 
perience with  the  motor  delivery  wagons  has  continued  satisfac- 
tory and  economical.  A  spacious  garage  and  repair  shop  has 
been  installed  in  the  court  in  the  rear  of  the  building  where  clean- 
ing, oiling  and  light  repairing  of  the  machines  are  done  by  the 
drivers  and  one  helper.  The  reconstructions  made  necessary  by 
the  laying  of  the  street-car  tracks  in  Garland  Court  included  the 
erection  of  a  large  and  convenient  shipping  platform  in  the  rear 
court  which  has  largely  expedited  the  work  of  this  department. 
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REFERENCE  ROOM. 

The  Reference  Room  experienced  a  decrease  of  nearly  6  per 
cent  in  the  number  of  books  drawn  from  the  stacks,  the  total  for 
the  year  being  380,489,  against  407,826  in  1907-8.  In  other 
respects,  however,  this  department  has  held  its  own.  The  num- 
ber of  books  consulted  from  the  open  reference  shelves  cannot 
be  given,  since  no  continuous  count  can  be  kept.  Neither  has  it 
seemed  feasible  to  attempt  to  keep  a  complete  attendance  record. 
But  an  hourly  count  of  those  present  showed  an  average  attend- 
ance of  88  at  the  close  of  each  hour,  against  89  last  year,  and  a 
maximum  average  of  145  (at  3  o'clock),  against  139  last  year, 
while  the  highest  attendance  at  any  one  time  was  304,  on  January 
16,  1909,  at  3  o'clock.  All  of  which  shows  that,  while  fewer 
books  were  withdrawn  from  the  stacks  for  reference  use,  the 
number  of  users  has  undergone  a  normal  increase. 

The  classification  of  books  used  in  the  Reference  Room  is  as 

follows : 

Volumes.  Pet. 

Arts  and  sciences 81,794  21.50 

History  and  biography 58,223  15.30 

Bound    periodicals    50,214  13.20 

Geography  and  travels 26,972  7.10 

Language  and  literature 96,977  25.50 

All  other  classes 66,310  17.40 


380,490  100.00 

ART  ROOM. 

The  Art  Room  was  visited  by  32,976  readers  who  used  98,717 
volumes.  The  weekly  exhibits  of  groups  of  books,  illustrated 
and  engraved,  from  the  rich  collections  of  this  department  were 
continued  with  good  results.  The  growth  of  the  Art  Room  col- 
lection has  made  it  necessary  to  fit  up  the  last  room  of  this  suite 
with  book  and  picture  cases,  and  these  are  already  partially  filled 
with  new  accessions  to  the  collection. 

READING  ROOM. 

The  great  Reading  Room  for  current  periodicals  and  news- 
papers, with  a  seating  capacity  of  450,  is  frequently  too  small  to 
accommodate  its  patrons.  Thus  the  maximum  attendance, 
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reached  on  January  11,  1909,  at  4  o'clock,  was  519,  while  the 
maximum  average  attendance,  based  on  an  hourly  count,  was 
331,  at  3  o'clock.  The  general  daily  average,  the  year  round,  for 
the  thirteen  hours,  from  9  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m.,  was  238.  Much  of 
this  patronage  is  of  a  thoroughly  transient  and  fleeting  charac- 
ter, often  presenting  administrative  problems  which  are  perplex- 
ing and  difficult  of  solution;  problems,  in  the  main,  rather  far 
removed  from  the  modern  conceptions  of  the  functions  of  a 
public  library.  Largely  on  account  of  the  location  of  this  room 
in  the  library  building,  and,  to  some  extent,  because  of  the  char- 
acter of  its  habitual  visitors,  an  unfortunate  segregation  has 
developed,  so  that  the  Reading  Room  is  hardly  a  part  of  the 
Library  in  any  true  sense.  It  would  seem  highly  desirable  that 
this  condition  should  be  overcome  and  a  better  cohesion  estab- 
lished between  this  and  other  co-ordinate  branches  of  the 
library's  activity. 

The  number  of  publications  currently  received  is  now  1,316, 
or  50  more  than  last  year.  The  cosmopolitan  character  of  the 
city's  population  is  nowhere  better  exemplified  than  in  the  fol- 
lowing table  in  which  these  publications  are  classified  by  lan- 
guages. It  may  be  .interesting  to  note  that  the  last  item  in  the 
schedule,  "Miscellaneous,"  comprises  such  groups  as  Yiddish, 
Lithuanian,  Ruthenian,  Lettish,  Slovak  and  Modern  Greek: 
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Norwegian    

2 
2 

1 

6 
14 

1 

2 
3 

12 
19 

1 

8 

2 

11 

Dutch               

2 

5 

7 

1 

3 

4 

Russian                     . 

2 

1 

2 

5 

Polish        

1 

9 

3 

13 

Miscellaneous  .... 

4 

10 

14 

Total   

102 

21 

627 

32 

415 

4 

115 

1316 
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The  amount  expended  for  periodicals  for  the  main  Reading- 
Room,  the  Blackstone  Branch,  and  the  Branch  Reading-Rooms 
was  $5,874.61.  The  South  Park  Commissioners  supplied  the 
magazines  for  Reading-Rooms  Nos.  7-11. 

BRANCH  READING-ROOMS. 

Fifteen  branch  reading-rooms  were  in  operation  at  the  close 
of  the  year,  two  new  ones  having  been  opened  in  the  two  small 
parks  established  on  the  West  Side  in  emulation  of  the  excellent 
system  conducted  by  the  South  Park  Commissioners.  These  are 
at  Fisk  and  Twenty-first  streets,  and  at  Chicago  avenue  and  Noble 
street.  The  Library  occupies  a  spacious  room  in  the  field  house 
of  each  of  these  parks  and  has  assigned  a  sub-librarian  to  each, 
the  rooms  being  opened  for  public  use  for  eight  hours,  from  1 
to  9  on  each  week  day,  and  from  2  to  6  on  Sundays.  With  an 
average  hourly  attendance  of  38  and  35  respectively,  these  two 
newly  installed  reading-rooms  have  already  forged  ahead  of 
those  in  the  South  Side  Parks  in  point  of  use,  and  seem  to  prom- 
ise steady  increase  for  the  future.  '  In  the  absence  of  funds  suffi- 
cient to  provide  an  adequate  system  of  branch  libraries  these 
small  park  reading-rooms  constitute  the  nearest  approach  to  a 
solution  of  the  immense  problem  of  library  extension  that  Chicago 
has  up  to  the  present  been  able  to  devise.  It  is  therefore  grati- 
fying to  note  the  steady  increase  in  their  use  from  month  to 
month  and  to  record  the  addition  of  the  two  new  rooms  opened 
during  the  present  year.  Undoubtedly  the  Library  will  act 
wisely  in  increasing  the  number  of  its  branches  in  the  small 
parks  as  fast  as  the  means  for  equipping  and  staffing  them  may 
become  available.  Substantial  additions  were  made  to  the  book 
stock  in  nearly  all  of  the  reading-rooms,  bringing  the  collections 
well  up  to  date.  The  following  table  shows  statistics  of  this 
work  in  detail: 
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No. 

Location 

Serials 
on 
File 

Books 
in 
R.  R. 

Mean 
Hourly 
Attend- 
ance 

Average 
Maximum 
Attend- 
ance 
Hourly 

I. 

1202   Milwaukee  Ave., 
near  Robey  St  

111 

3,108 

29 

42 

II. 

3841    State    St.,    near 
39th  St  

102 

3,179 

17 

24 

III. 

226   North   Ave.,   near 
Orchard  St  

106 

3,217 

19 

34 

IV. 

821   Ashland  Ave., 
near  18th  St  

118 

1,897 

32 

62 

V. 
VI. 

327    W.    Harrison    St., 
near  Sangamon  St.  . 
770    W.    Madison    St., 
near  Robey  St  

97 
140 

3,138 
3,445 

15 
36 

23 
57 

VII. 

Hamilton     Park      (W. 
72d      and      Wallace 
Sts.)    

36 

1,521 

22 

37 

VIII. 

Davis  Square  (W.  44th 
St.     and     Marshfleld 
Ave.)    

37 

1,687 

17 

24 

IX. 
X. 

Armour    Square     (33d 
St.  and  5th  Ave.)  .  .  . 
Bessemer  Park  (South 
Chicago    Ave.     and 
89th  St.)    

38 
29 

1,529 
1,380 

17 
17 

26 
24 

XI. 
XII. 

Ogden  Park   (W.  64th 
St.  and  Center  Ave.) 
1711  N.  Clark  St.,  near 
Belmont  Ave  

30 
54 

1,565 
1,558 

22 
24 

33 
37 

XIII. 

Chicago  Commons   (N. 
Morgan   St.    and 
Grand  Ave.  )  

35 

966 

19 

36 

XIV. 
XV. 

Park   No.    1    (Chicago 
Ave.  and  Noble  St.)  . 
Park  No.  3    (Fisk  and 
21st  Sts.)   

42 
46 

1,590 
1,548 

35 
38 

57 
57 

Totals  . 

1.021 

31.368 

24 

38 

THE  BLACKSTONE  MEMORIAL  BRANCH  LIBRARY. 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Blackstone  Memorial  Branch 
Library  on  May  31,  1909,  was  11,581,  a  net  increase  of  788  for 
the  year.  The  total  number  of  accessions  was  1,006,  and  the 
deductions  218.  Of  these  deductions,  118  were  books  unac- 
counted for  in  the  annual  inventory  of  1907-1908,  78  were  worn 
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out,  18  lost  and  paid  for  and  4  withdrawn  and  sent  to  the  main 
Library. 

The  number  of  books  issued  for  home  use  was  76,182,  as 
against  75,129  for  the  previous  year,  an  increase  of  1.4  per  cent. 
Of  this  number  5,696  were  circulated  through  the  delivery  sta- 
tions department.  The  number  of  cards  issued  through  the 
branch  was  1,512. 

Work  with  children  in  this  branch  was  put  upon  a  perma- 
nent basis  by  the  appointment  of  Miss  Mary  A.  Wilson  as  chil- 
dren's librarian  from  January  1,  1909.  By  means  of  a  weekly 
story  hour,  frequent  visits  to  the  neighboring  schools,  with  talks 
to  the  children  in  their  class  rooms;  together  with  the  reorgan- 
ization and  strengthening  of  the  Blackstone  Library  League,  the 
interest  of  the  children  in  the  Library  has  been  greatly  intensi- 
fied and  extended.  Unfortunately  the  space  set  aside  for  chil- 
dren in  this  beautiful  building  is  entirely  inadequate,  being  in 
effect  nothing  more  than  a  shallow  alcove.  Even  when,  as  dur- 
ing the  Saturday  morning  story  hour,  the  main  reading-room 
is  used  for  these  gatherings,  it  is  becoming  daily  more  apparent 
that  additional  space  is  urgently  needed  if  the  Blackstone 
Branch  is  to  prove  adequate  to  its  opportunities.  Not  only  for 
the  accommodation  of  its  rapidly  growing  constituency  of  read- 
ers, but  as  well  to  provide  shelf-room  for  its  collection,  it  will 
soon  become  inevitable  that  more  space  shall  be  provided,  if  the 
work  is  to  grow  proportionately  to  its  ever-widening  possi- 
bilities. 

THE  THOMAS  HUGHES  READING-ROOM  FOR  YOUNG 

PEOPLE. 

As  in  former  years,  the  Thomas  Hughes  Room  has  continued 
to  find  favor  in  the  eyes  of  its  patrons.  Established  originally 
as  the  juvenile  branch  of  the  Reference  Department,  it  has  ap- 
parently fulfilled  the  purpose  in  mind,  and  drawn  its  patronage 
almost  exclusively  from  pupils  of  the  intermediate  and  higher 
grades  in  the  schools,  who  resort  to  this  room  for. the  prepara- 
tion of  essays,  debates,  special  topics  or  for  collateral  reading. 
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Thus,  no  less  than  five  hundred  joint  debates  were  prepared 
from  material  supplied  by  the  librarian-in-charge.  The  total 
attendance,  while  difficult  to  arrive  at  definitely,  was  well  over 
51,000;  the  average  monthly  attendance,  4,283.  Story  hours, 
held  during  the  summer  months  only,  with  the  object  of  attract- 
ing the  children  from  the  congested  districts  immediately  adja- 
cent to  the  business  area  of  the  city,  were  conducted  eighteen 
times  and  brought  an  attendance  of  664.  Ten  illustrated  lec- 
tures, given  by  volunteer  lecturers  on  Saturday  mornings  during 
the  winter,  and  covering  a  variety  of  subjects,  patriotic,  historic, 
mechanical,  etc.,  attracted  audiences  to  the  number  of  1,637. 
Considered  solely  as  a  means  of  advertising  the  room,  these  en- 
tertainments have  been  amply  justified  in  the  steadily  increasing 
use  of  its  facilities  by  the  children  old  enough  to  profit  by  such 
a  collection  and  who  are,  at  the  same  time,  able  to  reach  the  Main 
Library  building  with  safety  and  expedition.  Until  the  future 
has  disclosed  the  means  for  the  erection  of  an  adequate  system 
of  branches  covering  all  parts  of  Chicago,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
as  to  the  utility  and  importance  of  the  work  of  the  Thomas 
Hughes  Room. 

STORY  HOURS. 

The  Library  has  again  profited,  during  the  past  year,  by  the 
co-operation  of  several  organizations  of  women  interested  in 
social  betterment,  who  have  provided  the  services  of  a  number 
of  skilled  and  experienced  story  tellers  to  work  with  gatherings 
of  children  in  a  number  of  the  branch  reading  rooms  and  park 
houses  throughout  the  city.  The  Story  Hour  Extension  Com- 
mittee tendered  the  services  of  Mrs.  Gudrun  Thome  Thomsen, 
who  divided  her  time  between  a  number  of  the  branches.  The 
Library  Committee  of  the  Chicago  Woman's  Club  retained  Miss 
Georgene  Faulkner,  who  conducted  a  weekly  story  hour  at  our 
Davis  Square  branch,  and  the  Englewood  Woman's  Club  supplied 
the  services  of  Miss  Ruth  W.  Herrick,  who  gave  similar  service 
at  Hamilton  Park.  Until  the  Library  shall  be  able  to  provide 
out  of  its  own  funds  for  this  well  known  and  thoroughly  efficient 
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method  of  enlisting  the  interest  of  juvenile  readers,  it  is  well  that 
public-spirited  organizations  lend  their  aid  in  extending  the 
influence  of  this  institution  in  so  promising  a  field,  and  it  is 
proper  to  acknowledge  and  record  a  sense  of  appreciation  of  the 
value  of  the  assistance  thus  generously  provided. 

PATENT  REPORTS  AND-  PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 
The  attendance  in  the  Room  for  Patent  Reports  and  Public 
Documents  was  28,509  during  the  year.  There  were  consulted  in 
this  room  115,618  volumes  of  patent  reports  and  12,655  volumes 
of  public  documents.  Of  bound  volumes  of  newspapers,  6,871 
were  used;  also  1,448  volumes  of  certain  scientific  journals  which 
are  kept  in  this  department. 

BOOKS  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

The  collection  of  books  for  the  blind  now  numbers  1,226  vol- 
umes comprising  536  volumes  in  Braille  print,  386  volumes  in 
Moon  type,  250  volumes  in  American  Line,  and  54  volumes  in 
New  York  Point.  One  hundred  and  one  volumes  were  added 
during  the  year.  There  were  circulated  for  home  use  844  vol- 
umes, of  which  597  were  in  Braille  print,  181  volumes  in  Moon 
type,  28  in  Line  letter  and  38  in  New  York  Point;  123  volumes 
were  used  at  the  main  Library. 

BINDING. 

The  number  of  volumes  bound  during  the  year  was  39,520. 
Of  these  36,524  were  newly  bound  or  rebound,  and  2,996  were 
resewed  in  the  old  covers.  There  were  repaired  in  the  Binding 
Department  46,336  books ;  5,596  were  repaired  at  the  binderies. 
The  books  relabeled  during  the  year  numbered  50,925  volumes. 
The  amount  expended  for  binding  was  $19,096.05. 
ANNUAL  INVENTORY. 

The  total  number  of  books  reported  missing  at  the  close  of 
the  year  was  1,818,  as  compared  with  1,396  in  1907-08.  Of  these, 
486  are  missing  at  the  main  Library,  91  at  the  Blackstone  Branch, 
and  1,239  in  the  Branch  Reading-rooms.  Of  the  books  unac- 
counted for  in  last  year's  inventory,  146  have  since  been  found ;  34 
of  the  books  lost  in  previous  years  have  also  been  recovered. 
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ADMINISTRATION. 

At  the  close  of  the  current  year  the  staff  comprised  210  per- 
sons, an  increase  of  17  over  last  year.  The  payrolls  of  the  main 
Library,  the  Branch  Reading-rooms  and  the  Blackstone  Memorial 
Branch  amounted  to  $154,286.37. 

The  Library  suffered  an  irreparable  loss  in  the  death,  on 
October  15,  1908,  of  William  Bailey  Wickersham,  for  thirty- 
six  years  Secretary  of  the  Board,  and  the  first  employee  thereof. 
Occupying  the  same  position  continuously  since  the  organization 
of  the  Library  in  1872,  Mr.  Wickersham  contributed  more  than 
any  other  person  to  the  steady  growth  and  progress  of  the  insti- 
tution, the  management  of  whose  financial  and  business  relations 
constituted  the  chief  part  of  his  duties.  The  uncompromising 
probity  and  rectitude  of  his  character,  combined  with  a  singular 
kindliness  and  gentleness  of  spirit,  earned  for  Mr.  Wickersham 
the  respect  and  affection  of  all  who  came  into  official  relations 
with  him.  His  memory  is  particularly  cherished  by  those  mem- 
bers of  the  staff  whose  period  of  association  with  him  extended 
over  a  number  of  years.  The  vacancy  caused  by  his  death  was 
filled  by  means  of  a  Civil  Service  examination  which  resulted  in 
the  appointment  of  Mr.  Harry  G.  Wilson  as  Secretary  of  the 
Board.  Respectfully  submitted, 

CARL  B.  RODEN, 

Acting  Librarian. 
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APPENDIX   B. 
CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 


Total 

Accessions 
of 
the  year 

Net 
Accessions 
of 
the  Year 

Total  No. 
Volumes 
in 
Library 

History   

1,082 

943 

22,030 

Biography 

609 

551 

14,655 

Travels    

708 

603 

12,318 

Poetry  and  drama  

354 

248 

7,713 

Essays  and  miscellanies  

302 

218 

4,808 

Polygraphy  and  collected  works.  .  . 

278 
499 

277 
451 

4,183 
7,445 

Natural  sciences   

1,128 

1,019 

9,317 

Useful  arts  (including  patents)  .  .  . 
Political  and  social  science  

1,610 
651 

1,123 

478 

21,487 
9,599 

Language  and  literature  

483 

408 

7,207 

Mental  and  moral  science  

680 

625 

5,688 

Ancient  classics  

73 

60 

1,567 

Religion        .  .             

168 

154 

7,339 

Medicine     

145 

110 

1,217 

Law    

52 

50 

1,244 

Periodicals  and  newspapers  

1,325 

1,314 

46,862 

Government    documents   and    state 
papers  

768 

766 

24,872 

Bibliography    

199 

199 

4,121 

Dictionaries  and   encyclopaedias.  .  . 
English  prose  fiction  

499 
6,286 

442 
—  208 

5,943 
60,596 

Juvenile  literature   

9,647 

3,290 

29,165 

German  literature  

712 

272 

24,938 

French  literature    

65 

8 

11,201 

Italian  literature  

2 

—  2 

1,238 

Spanish  literature  

20 

20 

1,198 

Portuguese  literature  

44 

Dutch  literature   

—  3 

1,501 

Bohemian  literature  

15 

—  112 

4,720 

Polish  literature   

—  16 

1,975 

Russian  literature  

1 

—  16 

563 

Scandinavian  literature      

29 

--67 

6  549 

Hungarian  literature    

—  14 

153 

Lithuanian  literature   

6 

6 

98 

Welsh  literature  

6 

Yiddish  literature  

-    8 

428 

Japanese  and  Chinese  literature.  .  . 

135 

Books  for  the  blind  

101 

101 

1,226 

Total  

28,197 

13,290 

365  349 
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BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS. 
1909-1910. 

ROBERT  J.  ROULSTON,  President Term  expires  1911 

ANTONIO  LAGORIO,  Vice-President "  "  1912 

BERNARD   J.   CIGRAND "  «  1910 

EDWARD   A.    BLODGETT "  "  1910 

AREA  N.  WATERMAN "  "  1910 

FREDERICK  H.  RAWSON "  "  1911 

GEORGE  B.  ARMSTRONG «  "  1911 

JULIUS  STERN  u  «  1912 

GRAHAM  TAYLOR  .  «  "  1912 


HARRY  G.  WILSON,  Secretary  to  the  Board. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES. 
1909-1910. 

Library:   MESSBS.  STERN,  ARMSTRONG  and  TAYLOR. 
Administration  •  MESSRS.  BLODGETT,  RAWSON  and  CIGRAND. 
Delivery  Stations:  MESSRS.  ARMSTRONG,  LAGORIO  and  WATERMAN. 
Buildings  and  Grounds:  MESSRS.  CIGRAND,  BLODGETT  and  LAGORIO. 
Finance:  MESSRS.  RAWSON,  WATERMAN  and  LAGORIO. 
Branch  Reading  Rooms:  MESSRS.  TAYLOR,  CIGRAND  and  STERN. 
By-Laws :   MESSRS.  WATERMAN,  STERN  and  ARMSTRONG. 


or  THE  BOARD  FROM  ITS  ORGANIZATION,     APRIL    11,     1872,     TO 
JULY  1,  1910,  WITH  THEIR  TERMS  OF  SERVICE. 
PRESIDENTS  PRINTED  IN  CAPITALS. 


.   JAMES   LANE 1880-1882 

•ANTHONY.  ELLIOTT 1872-1877 

ARMSTRONG.  GEO.  B .1881-1882 

ARMSTRONG,  GEO.  B 1908-1911 

BAR*.   ALFRED  E 1899-1899 

BEEBE.  WM.  H 1887-1889 

•BILLINGS.  ALBERT  M 1S75-1S7S 

BLODGETT.  EDWARD  A 1908-1910 

BOWERS,    JAMES    F 1901-1908 

BRADLEY.  J.  HARLET 18S7-1887 

•BRIXE.  GEO.  J 1SS6-1887 

BROSSEAU.  Z.  P 1893-1896 

BROSSEAU.  Z.  P 1901-1907 

*C ALLAGHAX.  B 1880-1896 

CIGRAXD.   B.  J 1903-1910 

*CrRRAN.    WM 1882-1SS3 

DESPRES,   SAMVEL 1903-1906 

DIENER,  T.  C 1893-1895 

DREYER.    EDW.    S 1889-1895 

ECKHART.  JOHX  W. ..  .1901-1907 

EGAN.  DENNIS  J 1903-1905 

*ENRIGHT.   JOHN  W 1SS3-18SS 

•FORRESTER.   ROB'T  H. 1879-1880 

FRAXKS.   JACOB 1897-1903 

FTTFE.  COLTN  C.  H 1903-1905 

GARIRALDL  JOHN  G 1900-1902 

•GUNDERSON.  S.  T 1895-1898 

•HAMILTOX.    JOHX   B.  1896-1898 

•HATCH,  AZEL  F 1890-1893 

•HATCH.  AZEL,  F 1894-1900 

•HATES,  SAMVEL  S 1872-1875 

HEDENBEBG.  JAMES  W 1895-1898 

HELDMANN.  GEO.  D 1902-1903 

HERHOLD.  FREDERICK  H..  1897-1901 

HIRSCH.    EMIL   G 1SS8-1S97 

•Horz.   FERDINAND  C 1875-lN*i 

•HOYXE.    THOS 1872-1875 

HCTCHINSON.  CHAS-  L...  1898-1901 

HYNES,  WM.  J 1881-1887 

•KADLEC.   L.   W .1880-1889 

KASPAR,  WM 1889-1894 

KEELET.  THOS.  F 1894-1897 

KENT.    WM.   D 1888-1889 

KUFLEWSKL   W.  A. 1899-1902 

LAGORIO.  ANTONIO 1906-1912 


LEWKE.  OTTO  W 1897-1900 

LJNDSTRAND.  FRANS  A 1903-1906 

•LOEWEXTHAL.    B 1875-1882 

LOWE.  JOHN  W 1902-1906 

McCORMICK.  ROBT   S.  1895-1901 

MACMILLAN.    T.   C 1882-1SS7 

MANNHARDT.   EMIL 1885-1888 

MASON.    GEORGE 1874-1880 

\fFFKTJt,    ARTHTR 1900-1903 

•Moos,    BERNHARD 1887-1896 

•MOSES,    ADOLPH 1882-1888 

XOVAK.  JOHN  L 1905-1908 

OXAHAX.    WM.    J 1874-1881 

PEABODY.  FRAXCIS  S.1899-1903 
PLAMOXLX3X.  CHAS.  A.1S99-1902 

•QrEAL.  ROB'T  F 1872-1876 

•RASTER.   HERMANN 1872-1875 

RAWSON.  FREDERICK  H...  1908-1911 

REND.  WM.  P 1889-1892 

ROGERS,   HENRY  W 1883-1885 

•ROSENTHAL,   Jcxius 1872-1875 

ROULSTOX.  ROBT  J..  .1905-1911 

RUBEXS.    HARRY 1879-1885 

RYAN.  ANDREW  J 1898-1899 

*ScHMrDT.   ERNST 1881-1SS2 

*SCRANTON.  ABNER  R 187»>-1879 

*SHEAHAN.  JAMES  W 1872-1S74 

•SHIELDS,  MICHAEL 1902-1903 

*SHOREY.    DAXIEL   L..  1872-1880 
3HORTALL.  JOHX  G-. .1886-1895 

SMITH.  PLINY  B 1888-1894 

•SMITH.  ROBERT  J 1890-1893 

SMITH.    SIDNEY 1877-1879 

•SMYTH.  JOHN  M 1892-1895 

SPRAGUE.  OTHO  S.  A 1878-1881 

STERN.  JCLTCS 1906-1912 

•SWAZEY.  ABTHCR 1885-1887 

TAYLOR.    GRAHAM 1906-1912 

UMBDEN STOCK.  MICH'L 1887-1890 

VAN  OSDEL,  JOHN  M 1896-1899 

•WALKER.    J.    B. 1875-1883 

WATERMAN.  ARBA  X* 1908-1910 

•WELLS.  WM.  H 1882-1885 

•WILLIAMS,   XORMAN 1887-1889 

•WOODARD.    WrLLARD 1872-1874 


•SHEA  HAN.  JAS.  W.,  Acting  Secretary  from  April  11  to  July  20,  1872. 
•WICKERSHAM.  W.  B..  Secretary  from  July  20,  1872,  to  October  15,  1908. 
WILSON.  HARRY  G.,  Secretary  since  March  11,  1909. 
*POOLE.  WM.  F^  LL.  D,   Librarian  from  October  25,  1873,  to  August  1, 


HILD.  FREDERICK  H^  Librarian  from  October  15.  1887.  to  April  30,  1909. 
RODEN.  CARL  B^  Acting  Librarian  from  May  1.  1909,  to  October  11,  1900. 
LEGLER.  HENRY  E^  Librarian  since  October  11,  1909. 


LIBRARY    SERVICE. 

Librarian— HENRY  E.  LEGLER. 
Assistant  Librarian — CARL  B.  RODEN. 
Secretory— HARRY  G.  WILSON. 


Chiefs  of  Divisions: 

HENRIETTA  LOVT,  Order  Division. 

,  Catalogue  Division. 

BENJ.  M.  SMITH,  Circulation  Division. 
WILLIAM  A.  PURER,  Delivery  Stations  Division. 
CARRIE  L.  ELLIOTT,  Reference  Division. 
LILYAN  G.  MORAWSKJ,  Registry  Division. 
J.  RITCHIE  PATTERSON,  Bindery  Division. 
FAITH  E.  SMITH,  Instructional  Division, 
REIDAR  ARENTZ,  Periodicals  Division. 
CHARLES  A.  LARSON,  Publication  Division. 
JOHN  F.  PHELAN,  Branches  Division. 
CHARLES  LHOTKA,  Evening  and  Holiday  Division. 


Library  Assistants  and  Pages,  Central  Library: 

AXTHOXT    AXGABOLA-  CAROLIXE    BERXHARDT. 

Louis  AREXSOX.  HAROLD  R.  BTSBT. 

FLOREXCE  W.  ARNOLD.  KATHERIXE  E.  BRADT. 

JOSEPH  J.  AUGUSTUS,  BERXARD  BRTTT. 

JAMES  C.  BABBEE,  JR.  HARRY  L.  BROXSTETX. 

CHARLES  R.  BABXES.  Lucr  E. 

ELIZABETH  BARXES.  FRAXK 

DOROTHT  BASTIX.  REBECCA  M.  BURKE. 

CHARLES  J.  BEATTT.  MAT  I.  CARROLL. 

GEORGE  F.  BELL.  JAMES  P.  CASET. 

ADELE  BERG  MAX.  GORDOX  CHALMERS. 


JOSEPH  CISAR. 
MINNIE  S.  CLARK. 
JACOB  COHEN. 
LEO  COHN. 
MARGARET  GRAIN. 
LORETTO  M.  CROWE. 
EDWARD  DAMLER. 
ABE  J.  DIAMOND. 
AMANDA  DIEHL. 
ANNA  V.  DONNELLY. 
AGNES  DONOGHUE. 
KATHARINE  DONOVAN. 
NELLIE  E.  DORAN. 
EUGENE  A.  DUFFY.   . 
HAYMOND  DWYER. 
JAMES  E.  EDWARDS. 
CHARLES  A.  EGAN. 
ANNA  J.  FERGUSON. 
PEARL  I.  FIELD. 
HELEN  I.  Fix. 
WALTER  B.  FLINTRUP. 
MAUDE  H.  T.  FREEMAN. 
MORRIS  H.  FRIEDMAN. 
BESSIE  GOLDBERG. 
OTTO  GOLDBERGER. 
EDITH  E.  GRAHAM. 
CHARLES  L.  GREEN. 
MINNIE  R.  GROSSER. 
HARRY  E.  HACKETT. 
VIVIAN  G.  HARSH. 
CATHERINE  HATCHELL. 
LOTTIE  M.   HAYDEN. 
HAROLD  HELLGREN. 
EDWARD    KENWOOD. 
WALTER  F.  HICKEY. 
MARY  M.  HISHEN. 
EMANUEL  HOLY. 
FRANK  HOLZ. 


ELLA  J.  HORROBIN. 

WILLIAM  T.  HORROBIN. 

ELIE  HUDON. 

ESTHER  D.  HUNT. 

IRENE    IVES. 

JOHN  F.  JAMES. 

IDA  B.  JOHNSON. 

SAMUEL  KAPLAN. 

MARGARET  KEARNEY. 

NELLIE  L.  KENNEDY. 

GEORGE  S.  KING. 

NICHOLAS  J.  KING. 

GERALD  KINSELLA. 

Louis  KOLB. 

SALVATORE  LANGE. 

EMILY  T.  LARSON. 

RUDOLPH  J.  LESAK. 

NATHAN  LEVIN. 

ROSALIND  L.  LILLIBRIDGE. 

ERNST  H.  LUTTER. 

JAMES   W.    McGovERN. 

DAISY  MCHALE. 

RALPH  W.  MCKINLEY. 

CHARLES  MACRO. 

GEORGE  MANOSEVITCH. 

ETTA   MESEROW. 

HERMAN  L.  MILLER. 

JULIUS  MODJESKA. 

MARY  W.  MORRIS. 

CLARENCE  W.  NEELY. 

MAMIE  NEYLEN. 

ANNA  A.  O'BRIEN. 

JANET  O'BRIEN. 

GENEVIEVE  M.  O'LEARY. 

MARGARET  C.   O'SHAUGHNESSY. 

BESSIE  H.  PALMER. 

JESSIE  BOOTH  PERRY. 

EDWARD  M.  PETERSON. 


CHARLES  PHILLIPS.  BLANCHE  V.  SHAW. 

AMELIA  M.  PLATT.  EMMA  L.  SHAW. 

EDWARD  J.  PORTER.  WILLIAM  SHERIDAN. 

DOMINICK  J.  PORTO.  JOSEPH   B.   SHERRY. 

MARY  E.  RAE.  HARRY  A.  SMITH. 

JESSIE   E.    REED.  CHRISTIAN   SONNE. 

GEORGE  F.  M.  REIFSCHNEIDER.  MALACHI  SWESNIK. 

THOMAS  F.  REILLY.  MARY  A.  SWIFT. 

ANNA  C.  REQUE.  JOHN  TOMAN. 

ANNA  RIORDAN.  FRANK  E.  WASKA. 

FRANK  ROCHE.  REUBEN  WEINHOUSE. 

JOSEPH  ROSENBERG.  WILLIAM  WENDT. 

BENJAMIN   ROTHBORD.  AGATHA  A.  WIEBOLDT. 

MARIE  L.  RYAN.  MINNIE  E.  WILLS. 

MARY  RYAN.  JESSIE  M.  WOODFORD. 

JOSEPH  RZEPINSKI.  J.  CORNELIA  WYSE. 

FRED  A.  A.  SCHWEIZER.  CHARLES  F.  ZAK. 
RAYMOND  SHACKELFORD. 


Branch  Library  and  Reading  Room  Employees: 

EVELYN  R.  ADAMS.  CHRISTIAN  A.  LANGE. 

TOLY  AGAZIM.  ADA  M.  LANQUIST. 

HENRY  APPELBAUM.  LUBA  LAZAREFF. 

TAMES  C.  BARBEE.  EMMA  LEVIN. 

JAMES  H.  BIDDLE.  MATHILDA  S.  NODEK. 

*Louis  BISNO.  KATHERINE  A.  O'HARA. 

MAUDE  BLAKE.  MARIE  G.  PATRICK. 

ELEANOR  BUYNITZKY.  RALPH  W.  PETERSEN. 

FRANCES  C.  CANTNER.  GEORGE  W.  PIRRONG. 

EUGENIO  CELIO.  WILLIAM  RENNER. 

THOMAS  P.  CONRY.  SAMUEL  ROGALSKI. 

EDWARD  V.  DEW  ALT.  JULIUS  SELTZER. 

LYDIA  A.  DEXTER.  PYRRHA  B.  SHEFFIELD. 

THOMAS  DWYER.  NELLIE  STACY. 

PEARL  E.  FEDDERSEN.  ANNA  W.  THAYER. 

JULIA  A.  GERLOFF.  MARY  P.  WILDE. 

EDWARD  GLICK.  MARY  A.  WILSON. 

JOHN  F.  GRAHAM.  MARY  W.  WOOD. 

JANET  A.  HALL.  JOHN  A.  YOUNG. 

LOUISE  M.  HANNAGAN.  FANNIE  ZACHARIAS. 
AUGUSTA  G.  KESSELL. 


*0n  leave  of  absence. 


Automobile  Operators: 
JOHN  D.  BABCHABD. 
JOHN  GAWBON. 
FBEDEBICK  C.  LUTTEB. 

Automobile  Washer: 


WILLIAM  J.  SOPEB. 
GEOBGE  A.  WIBOBG. 


FBANK  TINSLEY. 


JANITORS'  DIVISION. 


Janitors: 
JAMES  J.  LJNEHAN,  Custodian  of 

Buildings. 
JOHN  AMPEY. 
WILLIAM  J.  BECK. 
*FBANK  BEBGMAN. 
HABBY  S.  BYEBS. 
ALESSANDEB  FABBOLI. 
JOSEPH  A.  GADWOOD. 
JAMES  F.  HOBAN. 
JOHN  A.  JOHNSON. 

Janitr esses: 

JOSEPHENA  ANDEBSON. 
AGNES  F.  CBONIN. 
MABY  HIGGINS. 
ELLEN  MCDONALD. 


*On  leave  of  absence. 

Watchmen: 
JOHN  CHRISTIAN. 
AABON  S.  EINSTEIN. 

Elevator  Operators: 

JOHN  R.  BUSTEB. 
JOHN  I.  BYBNE. 
FBEDEBICK  C.  FEBGTTSON. 


JAMES  C.  KING. 
WILLIAM  MCDEABMED. 
JOHN  MCKAY. 
ROBEBT  H.  PROUDIE. 
JOHN  RENKOSICWICZ. 
MABTIN  SCHNEE. 
EMIL  SCHOENBACHEB. 
WILLIAM  P.  SHANLEY. 
GEOBGE  WOLL. 


ANNIE  MADIGAN. 
MABGABET  MEADE. 
CATHERINE  MUBBAY. 


CHBISTIAN  ULLBICH. 


ABB  AH  AM  L.  HABBIS. 
CHARLES  F.  JACKSON. 
CHARLES  McDoNouon. 


ENGINEERS'  DIVISION. 


JACOB  REITZ,  Chief  Engineer. 
ROBERT  G.  ALLISON. 
AMBY  J.  BEERY. 
JOHN  CLABKE. 
FBANK  J.  CONLON. 
THOMAS  DAVIS. 
JOHN  GUTHBIE. 


THOMAS  GUTHBIE. 
ERNEST  A.  HART. 
PETER  G.  LEDEBOEB. 
CHABLES  I.  MOULTON. 
JOHN  MUBBAY. 
COSMO  PACENTE. 
JOHN  STBETCH. 


THIRTY-EIGHTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF 

THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


To  THE  HONORABLE,  THE  MAYOR  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  COMMON 
COUNCIL,  CITY  OF  CHICAGO. 

Gentlemen:  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago  Public 
Library  presents  the  following  report  of  the  library  for  the  year 
ended  May  31,  1910,  being  the  thirty-eighth  annual  report 

Briefly  summarized,  the  lines  of  progress  begun  and  some  of 
them  carried  to  successful  completion,  may  be  noted  as  follows : 

Preliminary  plans  carefully  made  for  a  system  of  branch 
libraries  to  give  to  all  sections  of  the  city  advantages  and  con- 
veniences in  the  use  of  books  hitherto  enjoyed  by  a  comparatively 
small  number  of  people. 

Equipment  of  as  many  school  buildings  as  the  funds  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Board  would  permit  with  well-selected  class 
room  libraries. 

Establishment  of  deposit  collections  in  mercantile  and  in- 
dustrial institutions  whereby  thousands  of  employes  are  enabled 
to  secure  books  for  home  use  which  would  otherwise  be  denied 
them  by  reason  of  distance. 

Installation  of  an  "Open-Shelf"  collection  on  the  main  floor 
of  the  central  building.  This  affords  patrons  largely  increased 
advantages,  in  selecting  books  they  want,  by  giving  them  access 
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to  the  shelves,  and  makes  it  possible,  at  greatly  reduced  cost  for 
service,  to  attend  to  their  wants  far  more  expeditiously  than  under 
the  old  plan.  The  innovation  has  been  greatly  appreciated.  Its 
popularity  is  evident  from  the  fact,  that  by  the  third  day  the 
circulation 'from  the  limited  number  of  books  in  the  Open-Shelf 
room  had  reached  fifty  per  cent  of  the  entire  circulation  from 
the  main  building. 

Necessary  changes  and  improvements  instituted  in  the  main 
building,  involving  a  cost  of  $20,000  ;  besides  adding  greatly  to 
the  conveniences,  the  improvements  will  result  in  an  annual  saving 
of,  at  least,  $2,000  in  service. 

Purchase  of  the  largest  number  of  books  acquired  by  the 
library  in  any  one  year  of  its  history. 

Experiment  undertaken  of  recruiting  the  service  with  skilled 
workers  through  a  training  class  whereby  the  opportunity  has 
also  been  given  those  already  in  its  service  to  further  equip  them- 
selves for  the  particular  kind  of  work  they  are  called  upon  to  give 
the  library.  A  fine  spirit  of  professional  zeal  has  been  rendered 
possible  in  this  way,  and  this  has  been  further  promoted  by  a 
classification  of  service  adopted  by  the  Board. 

All  these  steps  have  made  for  progress,  and  we  think  we 
can  call  your  attention,  without  unbecoming  pride,  to  the  fact 
that  they  have  given  recognition  to  the  Chicago  Public  Library 
not  only  as  one  of  the  great  public  institutions  of  the  city,  but  as 
placing  it  in  the  forefront  among  the  great  and  well  administered 
libraries  of  the  country. 

While  all  these  successive  steps  have  in  view  the  betterment 
of  the  library  service  we  regard  as  the  most  significant  of  the 
policies  pursued ;  the  plan  of  erecting  branch  libraries  in  various 
sections  of  the  city,  convenient  to  the  people  and  suitably  equipped 
for  their  wants. 

In  this  connection  we  are  pleased  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  Hiram  Kelly  branch,  located  at  Sixty-second  street  and 
Normal  boulevard,  plans  for  which  have  been  approved,  the  site 
purchased,  and  the  building  is  now  practically  under  construction. 
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In  pursuance  of  this  same  policy  of  bringing  the  resources 
of  the  library  directly  to  the  people,  circulating  branches  have 
been  established  at  the  following  centers : 

Lewis  Institute  Burr  School 

5642  W.  Lake  street,  Austin  West  Park  No.  2 

Montefiore  School  West  26th  Street 

In  the  furtherance  of  the  general  policy  of  progression 
and  extension,  adopted  by  the  Board,  the  co-operation  of  his 
Honor,  the  Mayor,  and  the  Council  is  greatly  appreciated,  and 
the  Board  hereby  records  its  cordial  appreciation  for  the  provi- 
sions in  the  proposed  bond  issue,  amounting  to  $250,000,  for 
branch  libraries,  as  made  in  the  appropriation  bill  for  1910,  the 
money  to  be  available  after  ratification  by  the  electors. 

During  the  year  the  trust  funds  have  been  increased  by  the 
payment  of  $1,000  by  the  executors  of  the  estate  of  the  late 
Huntington  W.  Jackson.  This  bequest  was  originally  made  to 
the  "Free  Lending  Library  for  the  Blind,  Home  Teaching,"  but 
their  organization  turned  its  collection  of  books  for  the  blind  over 
to  the  Chicago  Public  Library  some  years  prior  to  the  death  of 
Mr.  Jackson.  Director  Julius  Stern,  of  the  Library  Board,  at 
once  started  suit  to  secure  this  bequest,  and  the  matter  was  finally 
brought  to  a  successful  conclusion  through  the  office  of  the  Corpo- 
ration Counsel. 

The  trust  funds  now  aggregate  $213,000. 

The  finances  of  the  Board  are  in  excellent  condition.  The 
sale  of  anticipation  tax  warrants  has  long  since  been  discontinued, 
and  the  library  is  now  strictly  on  a  cash  basis,  paying  its  current 
expenses  from  the  revenues  as  collected. 

In  this  connection  we  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  revenues,  as  now  prodded  by  the  State  Library  Act, 
are  inadequate  to  properly  carry  out  the  work  of  the  Board, 
and  your  hearty  co-operation  is  requested  on  our  behalf  when  the 
Board  asks,  at  the  next  session  of  the  legislature,  for  an  increase 
in  the  library  tax  rate. 

We  feel  that  we  would  be  remiss  if,  at  this  time,  we  did  not 
call  attention  to  the  excellent  work  of  the  librarian,  Mr.  Henry 
E.  Legler,  who  came  to  the  library  in  October,  1909,  and  whose 
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alertness  and  ideas  for  the  extension  of  the  library  service  have 
been  of  the  keenest  and  most  progressive  type. 

In  the  regrading  and  reclassification  undertaken  by  the 
Board,  in  accord  with  the  ideas  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission, 
his  suggestions  have  been  most  helpful.  The  line  of  promotion 
thus  established,  and  the  professional  standing  incorporated  not 
only  encourage  the  employes,  but  are  an  incentive  for  the  greatest 
efficiency  throughout  the  library  service. 

This  report  would  be  incomplete  without  reference  to  the 
splendid  service  which  has  been  rendered  to  this  Board  and  to 
the  library  as  a  whole  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  Mr.  Harry 
G.  Wilson.  His  long  experience  in  the  library  in  the  various 
phases  of  its  activities,  his  great  personal  interest  in  its  use- 
fulness and  its  standards  and  his  careful  attention  to  all  details  of 
business  management  which  come  in  the  course  of  his  duties,  have 
lightened  the  services  of  this  Board  and  its  various  committees, 
and  have  made  the  business  administration  of  the  library  a  model 
for  public  institutions.  It  is  a  pleasure,  therefore,  to  add  this 
footnote  of  appreciation  for  his  disinterested  services. 

We  would  also  commend  the  earnestness  and  faithfulness 
of  the  several  members  of  the  library  staff. 

For  details  of  the  financial  operations  of  the  library  and 
statistical  information  regarding  the  work  accomplished,  we  refer 
you  to  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  and  Librarian  appended 
hereto. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

R.  J.  ROULSTON,  President, 
A.  LAGORIO,  Vice-President, 
BERNARD  J.  CIGRAND, 
GRAHAM  TAYLOR, 
JULIUS  STERN, 
EDWARD  A.  BLODGETT, 
AREA  N.  WATERMAN, 
FREDERICK  H.  RAWSON, 
GEORGE  B.  ARMSTRONG, 

Board  of  Directors. 
Chicago,  June  27,  1910. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 


Public  Library, 
Chicago,  June  27,  1910. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS,  THE  CHICAGO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY  : 

Gentlemen:  As  required  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  Act 
of  the  General  Assembly,  under  which  the  Library  is  established 
and  maintained,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  financial  and 
statistical  statements  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1910: 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND. 

Cash  receipts  and  disbursements  for  year  ended  May  31,  1910: 

Receipts. 

Taxes  1908,  collected  June  1,  1909,  to  Dec.  31,  1909 $194,773,43 

Taxes  1909,  collected  Jan.  1,  1910,  to  May  31,  1910 132,614.56 

Interest  on  cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 1,852.64 

Miscellaneous  receipts: 

Sale  of  finding  lists $603.67 

Books  lost  and  paid  for 723.71 

Sale  of  duplicates 50 

Miscellaneous 482.30 

1,810.18 


$331,050.81 
Other  receipts: 
Fines: 

Fines  for  retention  of  books  (paid  to  pension  fund, 

see  disbursements)    ' 10,151.94 


Total  receipts  during  year  $341,202.75 

Funds  June  1,  1909: 

Balance  cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 71,141.61 

Cash  in  banks  and  in  Secretary's  hands 1,674.75 

$414,019.11 
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Disbursements. 

Public  Library  Fund: 

Books    $  44,242.95 

Binding    19,839.60 

Newspapers  and  periodicals   6,578.48 

Salaries,  main  library 143,330.46 

Salaries,  branch  reading  rooms 16,824.56 

Salaries,  delivery  stations   19,344.40 

Delivery  stations,  miscellaneous   5,936.58 

Branch  reading  rooms,  miscellaneous 6,886.16 

Finding   lists    1,457.05 

Printing  and  stationery 4,451.69 

Miscellaneous  expense   4,074.35 

Fuel  10,409.11 

Heating  and  generating  plant 1,459.48 

Electric  supplies  and  repairs 1,063.16 

Elevator  supplies  and  repairs 303.70 

Janitors    expense 680.00 

Furniture  and  fixtures 4,617.64 

Insurance    964.49 

Freight  and  expressage 202.62 

Postage   781.75 

Books  lost  and  paid  for — refunds 130.50 

Repairs,  alterations  and  improvements 13,318.59 

Blackstone  Branch  Library: 

Salaries    $4,721.02 

Books  1,277.90 

Binding   355.67 

Newspapers  and  periodicals 245.65 

Heat  and  light 635.08 

Miscellaneous    243.69 

7,479.01 

Hiram  Kelly  Branch  Library  (building  account)  14,750.00 


Total  expenditure  for  maintenance $329,126.33 

Pension  Fund: 

Fines  received  paid  into  pension  fund 10,151.94 


$339,278.27 
Security  deposits: 

Deposits  refunded  $2,808.45 

Deposits  for  library  cards  and 

books 2,789.20 

19.25 


$339,297.52 
Funds  May  31,  1910: 

Cash  in  hands  City  Treasurer 73,066.09 

Cash  in  banks  and  in  hands  of  Secretary. ..       1,655.50 

$414,019.11 
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Trust  Funds. 
Cash  Receipts  and  Disbursements. 

Income  from  investments: 

Hiram  Kelly  fund  $  8,451.42 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  fund 568.60 

Jerome  Beecher  fund 116.48 

H.  W.  Jackson  fund 19.31 


$  9,155.81 
Story  Hour  Fund: 

Cash  received  from  Story  Hour  Association 500.00 


$     9,655.81 
Balance  June  1,  1909,  in  bank 30,766.02 


$  40,421.83 

Disbursements. 

Ryder  Fund  Income: 

Books  purchased $       386.95 

Story  Hour  Fund: 

Salary,  Mrs.  Gudrun  T.  Thomsen 1,037.50 


$     1,424.45 
Balance  cash  May  31,  1910: 

Hiram  Kelly  fund  income $34,631.20 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  fund  income. . .  2,318.03 
Jerome  Beecher  fund  income..  1,963.30 
H.  W.  Jackson  fund  income...  19.31 


$38,931.84 

Story  hour  fund 65.54 

38,997.38        40,421.83 

TRUST   FUNDS   AND    INVESTMENTS   THEREOF. 

Trust  Funds: 

Hiram  Kelly  bequest $200,000.00 

Wm.    H.   Ryder   bequest 10,000.00 

Jerome    Beecher    bequest 2,000.00 

H.  W.  Jackson  bequest 1,000.00 

$213,000.00 

Investments: 

Real  estate,  corner  Jackson  Bd.  and  Sher- 
man  St $160,000.00 

Municipal   bonds    44,593.41 

Mortgage  loan   notes 8,000.00 

Certificate  of   deposit  and   cash 406.59 


$213,000.00 
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BOOKS. 

Number  of  books  In  Library  June  1,  1909 365,349 

Number  of  books  purchased  the  past  year 51,482 

Number  of  books  donated  the  past  year 2,693 

Number  of  books  received  from  reading  rooms.  1,423 
Other  sources    392 


Total  number  of  books  added  the  past  year.  55,990 

Number  of  books  worn  out  the  past  year 14,688 

Number  of  books  lost  and  paid  for 652 

Number  of  books  delinquent    in    19-08-09 107 

Number  of  books  missing    in    1908-  09 1,729 

Number  of  books  lost  in  Hebrew  Institute  fire.  1,067 
Duplicates  disposed  of 248 


Total  number  of  books  subtracted  the  past 

year    18,491 

Total  net  additions  the  past  year 37,499 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  Library,  June  1,  1910 402,848 

Total  number  of  volumes  unaccounted  for  in  inventory  of  1910 — 
Main  Library,  884.  Branches,  1,742. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  G.  WILSON, 

Secretary. 

State  of  Illinois,      )  cc 
County  of  Cook.  J  bk 

I,  H.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago 
Public  Library,  do  solemnly  swear  that  the  foregoing  statements  are 
true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

H.  G.  WILSON, 

Secretary. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  twenty-seventh   day  of 

June,  A.  D.  1910. 

EDW.  A.  PADDEN, 
Notary  Public. 

Chicago,  June  27,  1910. 

We  have  audited  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Chicago  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1910,  and  find  them  to  be  correct. 
We  have,  also,  examined  the  foregoing  statements  and  compared  them 
with  the  books,  vouchers,  securities  and  other  instructions  and  we 

certify  them  to  be  correct. 

INTERNATIONAL  AUDIT  Co., 
By  John  McLaren,  President. 
Robert  Nelson,  C.  A.,  Manager. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


To  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS,  OF  THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  : 

Gentlemen:  With  the  commencement  of  the  library  year 
which  has  just  come  to  a  close,  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
Chicago  Public  Library  took  measures  amounting  to  a  complete 
reversal  of  long  established  policies.  Instead  of  continuing  the 
plan  of  concentration,  which  had  obtained  for  many  years  and 
which  financial  limitations  tended  to  perpetuate,  the  Directors 
concluded  that  the  time  was  ripe  to  put  into  full  effect  library 
extension  embracing  all  sections  of  the  city.  Fortified  by  the 
report  of  a  special  advisory  commission  strongly  emphasizing  this 
view,  the  directors  uncompromisingly  recorded  their  purpose  to 
establish  suitable  branches  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  in  such 
other  ways  as  seemed  practical  and  wise  to  extend  the  facilities 
of  the  Public  Library  so  as  to  render  them  accessible  to  the  entire 
community. 

In  full  sympathy  with  this  purpose,  the  present  Librarian 
entered  upon  his  duties  six  months  ago.  During  this  period  a 
careful  survey  of  the  field  has  been  made,  and  a  constructive  pro- 
gram of  extension  formulated,  in  consultation  with  and  bearing 
the  approval  of,  the  several  committees  having  special  jurisdiction. 
These  plans  are  embodied  in  the  reports  of  committees  adopted 
by  the  Board.  Briefly  summarized  the  contemplated  plan  for  es- 
tablishment of  branches  will  comprise  the  immediate  utilization 
of  quarters  in  field  houses  maintained  as  part  of  the  park  systems, 
and  of  other  available  agencies,  and  the  construction  from  time 
to  time  as  means  and  opportunity  offer,  of  independent  buildings 
designed  for  library  use.  These  will  serve  by  their  location  at 
strategic  points  to  give  comprehensiveness  and  unity  to  the  work 
carried  on  in  smaller  and  less  fully  equipped  centers.  There 
were  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  but  two  centers  in  addition  to 
the  main  building,  where  books  could  be  obtained  direct,  this 
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service  being  supplemented  by  means  of  the  delivery  stations  in 
stores  and  other  gathering  points  where  selection  of  books  is 
made  at  long  range  through  the  medium  of  finding  lists.  The 
number  of  circulating  centers  has  been  increased  to  seven,  and 
arrangements  are  under  way  for  ten  additional  agencies  of  this 
character. 

In  addition,  authority  has  been  granted  to  equip  the  public 
schools  with  two  hundred  class  room  libraries,  and  books  have 
been  ordered  enabling  this  added  service. 

Early  in  the  year  1910,  the  Board  authorized  the  establish- 
ment of  a  training  class,  to  give  instructional  privileges  to  em- 
ployees in  the  service,  and  to  recruit  the  force  with  competent 
and  experienced  assistants.  The  initial  membership  of  the  train- 
ing class  proper  was  limited  to  ten,  applicants  being  subjected 
to  a  competitive  examination  for  admission.  Sixty-six  members 
of  the  staff  registered  for  partial  courses. 

Hitherto,  the  library  service  had  been  ungraded  and  not 
classified  with  any  degree  of  uniformity.  Responding  to  the 
wishes  of  the  Civil  Service  Commission,  the  Board  at  its  January 
meeting  adopted  a  classification  of  service  and  a  schedule  of 
salaries  based  on  the  duties  required  in  the  positions  in  the 
several  classes.  In  their  report,  recommending  such  adoption, 
the  special  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  subject  reported 
that  a  nomenclature  conforming  to  library  usage  had  been 
adopted,  establishing  a  professional  rather  than  a  purely  clerical 
standard.  The  new  classification  is  as  follows : 

Librarian,  $6,000. 
CLASS  5: 

Assistant  Librarian,  $3,300. 
CLASS  4: 

Department  Heads — Positions  the  duties  of  which  are  expert  and 
supervisory,  requiring  special  qualifications  or  recognized  ex- 
pert knowledge  and  experience. 

Grade  D — $1,500  (during  the  incumbency  of  the  present  head  of 
registry  department  that  position  shall  be  rated  at  $1,550). 

C— $1,620. 

B— 1,800. 

A— $2,040. 
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CLASS  3: 

Senior  assistants — Positions  the  duties  of  which  involve  accounta- 
bility for  the  work  of  others,  or  independent  judgment  in  the 
execution  of  specialized  or  expert  duties. 

Grade  B— $960-$1,140. 
A— $1,200-11,500. 

Advancement  within  grades  to  be  automatic  annually,  on  the  basis 
of  seniority  and  efficiency,  as  follows:  B,  $960,  $1,020,  $1,080, 
$1,140;  A,  $1,200,  $1,260,  $1,320,  $1,380,  $1,440,  $1,500. 

CLASS  2: 

Junior  assistants — Positions  the  duties  of  which  do  not  involve 
initial  responsibility,  but  which  require  special  training,  skill 
and  fixed  responsibility. 

Grade  B— $420-$600. 

A— $660-$900. 

Advancement  within  grades  automatic  annually,  on  the  basis  of 
seniority  and  efficiency,  as  follows:  B,  $420,  $480,  $540,  $600; 
A,  $660,  $720,  $780,  $840,  $900. 

CLASS  1: 

Pages — Positions  involving  the  performance  of  simple  routine  du- 
ties.   Advancement  automatic  annually  within  grade,  based  on 
seniority  and  efficiency,  as  follows:     $300,  $360,  $420. 
Department  heads  comprise  the  following: 

Grade  D — Order. 

Cataloguing. 
Registry. 
Schools. 
Training  Class. 

Grade  C — Periodicals. 
Publications. 
Binding. 
Evening  Service. 

Grade  B— Circulation. 
Reference. 
Branches. 

Grade  A — Stations. 

In  Classes  2  and  3  are  grouped,  according  to  character  of 
work,  employees  engaged  in  the  following  lines  of  service : 


20  THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

Class  2,  Junior  Assistants — B:  Station  assistants  (male);  cir- 
culating department,  cataloguing  department,  reference  department 
assistants;  A:  Children's  librarians,  branch  librarians  (sub-branches, 
school  branches),  reading  room  custodians,  circulating  and  reference 
room  assistants,  bindery  department  assistants,  cataloguers. 

Class  3,  Senior  Assistants — B:  Branch  librarians  (for  medium- 
sized  branches),  cataloguers,  general  assistants;  A:  Branch  librarians 
(larger  branches  in  independent  buildings,  with  a  staff  comprising  not 
less  than  four  persons) ;  head  assistants  in  charge  of  documents,  home 
libraries  and  art  rooms. 

Without  attempting  at  this  time  to  discuss  in  detail  changes 
of  organization  and  extension  of  service  based  on  a  complete 
survey  of  the  conditions  affecting  the  Library,  some  suggestions 
in  these  directions,  given  in  brief  outline,  may  be  permitted: 

Erection  of  branch  library  buildings  as  rapidly  as  funds  for 
the  purpose  can  be  obtained,  following  a  plan  that  shall  take 
into  consideration  other  existing  agencies  for  distribution  of 
books,  and  making  provision  first  for  the  densely  inhabited  sec- 
tions of  the  city  at  great  distances  from  the  loop  district. 

Replacement  of  reading  rooms  by  small  circulating  branches, 
in  charge  of  assistants  trained  and  experienced  in  reference  work 
with  schools,  and  having  knowledge  of  and  sympathy  with  the 
needs  of  young  readers. 

Physical  changes  in  the  central  building  permitting  the  in- 
stallation of  a  representative  open-shelf  collection. 

Establishment  in  connection  with  the  document  department 
of  a  section  devoted  to  special  and  up-to-date  material  on  muni- 
cipal development,  and  allied  subjects  such  as  housing,  charities, 
sanitation,  civil  service,  playgrounds,  and  public  recreation,  local 
transportation,  charitable  and  penal  institutions,  budget  making 
and  the  many  other  topics  of  interest  and  of  importance  not  only 
to  official  bodies  but  to  the  large  membership  of  organizations 
whose  disinterested  labors  are  having  enormous  influence  in  the 
civic,  political  and  business  life  of  the  city. 
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Instalment  of  an  exhibition  room  for  the  display  of  the  valu- 
able material  which  for  want  of  space  and  facilities  is  now  en- 
tombed in  the  art  room — on  architecture,  textiles,  bookmaking, 
ornament  and  design,  painting,  sculpture,  etc. 

Revision  of  the  printed  finding  lists,  and  distribution  of 
monthly  bulletins  of  additions,  with  annual  cumulations  to  bring 
the  lists  up  to  date. 

Additional  card  privileges  for  research,  and  for  general 
study;  also,  for  the  summer  vacation  season. 

Larger  development  of  the  work  with  foreign  groups. 

Extension  of  the  work  with  schools,  including  class  room 
libraries,  reference  material,  and  personal  assistance  in  use  of 
books. 

Provision  whereby,  under  suitable  conditions,  industrial  and 
commercial  houses  may  be  loaned  special  deposit  collections,  to 
be  exchanged  at  intervals,  for  the  use  of  their  employees. 

Equipment  of  a  room  for  teachers  adjacent  to  the  Thomas 
Hughes  room,  with  special  regard  to  library  material  useful  in 
school  work — pamphlet  and  periodical  articles  for  debates  and 
theses ;  picture  material  for  work  in  geography,  history,  etc. ; 
representative  collection  of  books  for  young  readers,  showing 
editions ;  supply  of  pedagogical  magazines. 

Assignment  of  quarters  in  close  proximity  to  the  reference 
department  suitable  for  special  students,  club  women  engaged  in 
research  work,  and  if  possible,  for  all  women  engaged  in  research 
or  reference  work. 

Suitable  provision  for  art  students  and  others  seeking  photo- 
graphic facsimiles  of  book  material  whose  rarity  or  value  neces- 
sarily restricts  use  within  the  building. 

Until  such  time  as  the  more  immediate  wants  are  provided, 
attention  to  the  less  urgent  demands  in  the  fragmentary  program 
outlined  must  necessarily  be  deferred.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
delay  may  not  be  unduly  prolonged. 
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Fuller  discussion  of  problems  involved  will  be  deferred  until 
the  next  report,  when  it  will  be  possible  to  analyze  them  in  con- 
nection with  the  results  obtained  in  the  meantime  from  the  ex- 
tension of  service  now  under  way. 

For  the  cordial  co-operation  and  support  uniformly  received 
from  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  for  the  time  un- 
stintingly  given  by  them  individually,  and  for  many  official  and 
personal  courtesies  extended  by  President  Robert  J.  Roulston, 
and  Secretary  Harry  G.  Wilson  grateful  acknowledgment  is 
hereby  made.  Nor  would  this  record  of  appreciation  be  com- 
plete without  testifying  to  the  fine  spirit  of  service  displayed  by 
the  members  of  the  staff,  and  by  the  employees  of  the  Library 
generally.  It  has  been  a  real  pleasure  to  be  associated  with  them 
in  carrying  on  the  great  work  of  this  Library. 

HENRY  E.  LEGLER, 

Librarian. 
June  1,  1910. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 


GROWTH  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  on  May  31,  1910,  was 
402,848,  a  net  increase  of  37,499  over  the  number  reported  at  the 
close  of  last  year.  The  gross  accessions  of  the  year  numbered 
55,990  volumes.  Of  these  51,482  were  purchased;  2,693  were 
donated ;  1,423  were  acquired  by  binding  periodicals  from  the 
various  branches;  211  by  binding  reports  and  pamphlets;  18  were 
taken  from  the  duplicate  room,  and  163  were  books  which  had 
been  lost  and  paid  for,  or  missing  in  previous  years,  and  now  re- 
covered and  reaccessioned.  To  the  number  of  unbound  pam- 
phlets 132  were  added,  increasing  the  number  now  in  the  Li- 
brary to  63,593. 

There  were  deducted  from  the  total  number  of  volumes  in 
the  Library  during  the  past  year  the  following  items :  Books 
worn  out  and  withdrawn  from  circulation,  14,688;  accessioned 
duplicates  disposed  of,  248;  books  lost  and  paid  for,  652;  books 
lost  in  fire  at  Hebrew  Institute  branch,  1,067;  books  unaccounted 
for  in  the  annual  inventory  of  1908-9,  1,729;  books  not  recovered 
from  delinquent  borrowers  in  1908-9,  107.  Of  the  books  worn 
out  and  withdrawn  from  circulation,  5947  were  English  prose 
fiction,  6,109  were  juvenile  books,  981  were  books  in  foreign  lan- 
guages, and  1,651  in  all  other  classes. 

The  entire  amount  expended  for  books  was  $45,520.85,  which 
includes  purchases  for  branch  libraries  and  reading  rooms. 

DONATIONS. 

The  gifts  of  the  year  numbered  2,693  volumes  and  1,309 
pamphlets.  The  largest  donation  of  books  from  a  single  source 
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was  received  from  Mr.  Clarence  S.  Lincoln,  who  during  the  year 
presented  for  the  use  of  the  main  Library  and  branches  863  paper 
bound  volumes  on  athletic  subjects.  Other  donors  of  books  in- 
cluded the  following :  Carnegie  Institution,  22  volumes  ;  Chicago 
Association  of  Commerce,  36  volumes ;  Christian  Science  Com- 
mittee for  the  Distribution  of  Literature,  43  volumes ;  New  York 
State  Library,  52  volumes ;  Pennsylvania  State  Library,  225  vol- 
umes ;  Mr.  Isaac  M.  Wellington,  42  volumes ;  Wisconsin  State 
Historical  Society,  15  volumes.  The  British  Patent  Commission- 
ers contributed  160  volumes.  From  the  various  departments  of 
the  United  States  Government  were  received  469  volumes  and 
689  pamphlets. 

HOME  CIRCULATION. 

The  Circulation  Department  of  the  main  Library  was  open  on 
304  days  during  the  year.  The  department  was  closed  on  Sun- 
days and  holidays,  but  was  open  on  week-days  from  9  a.  m.  to 
8 :30  p.  m.  The  total  number  of  books  issued  for  home  use  was 
1,805,012,  an  increase  of  27,870  volumes,  or  one  and  one-half  per 
cent.,  over  the  previous  year.  The  total  daily  average  home  cir- 
culation was  5,938  as  compared  with  a  total  daily  average  of 
5.885  of  the  previous  year.  The  largest  number  of  books  issued 
for  home  circulation  in  any  one  day  at  the  main  Library  was 
9,942  on  February  14,  1910 ;  the  smallest  number,  3,947,  on  Janu- 
ary 6,  1910.  The  fines  received  from  delinquent  book  borrowers 
amounted  to  $10,151.94.  The  number  of  notices  sent  to  bor- 
rowers and  guarantors  was  32,415.  The  total  home  circulation, 
including  the  branches  and  deposit  collections,  is  shown  in  the 
following  table,  month  by  month,  giving  the  monthly  average 
home  circulation  for  the  past  two  years.  The  branches  were  open 
for  circulation  on  every  day  of  the  year  except  Christmas,  Fourth 
of  July,  and  Sundays  in  July  and  August. 
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1909-1910. 

1908-1909. 

Month 

Dys. 

Circula- 

Week 
Day 

Month 

Dys. 

Circula- 

Week 
Day 

Avge. 

Avge. 

June   

26 

143,722 

5,528 

June     .... 

26 

136,323 

5  243 

July    

26 

134,007 

5  154 

July    

26 

128  609 

4  947 

August    .  . 

26 

130,891 

5,034 

August     .  . 

26 

126,761 

4,875 

Sept  

25 

131,496 

5,260 

September 

25 

127,742 

5,110 

October    .  . 

26 

142,338 

5,475 

October   .  . 

27 

142,562 

5,280 

November 

25 

156,142 

6,246 

November. 

23 

144,996 

6,304 

December 

26 

146,778 

5,645 

December 

26 

159,274 

6,126 

January    . 

25 

152,732 

6,109 

January    . 

25 

159,991 

6,400 

February 

22 

160,748 

7,307 

February  . 

22 

157,496 

7,159 

March    .  .  . 

27 

182,921 

6,775 

March    .  .  . 

27 

185,988 

6,888 

April    

25 

162,825 

6,513 

April    

24 

160,798 

6,700 

May    

25 

160,412 

6  416 

May 

25 

146  602 

5  864 

Total    .. 

Total    .. 

304 

1,805,012 

5,955 

302 

1,777,142 

5,908 

The  number  of  books  loaned  on  requisitions  received  from 
libraries  outside  of  the  city,  asking  for  the  loan  of  books  under 
the  inter-library  loan  plan,  was  175. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  CIRCULATION. 

The  classification  of  the  books  issued  for  home  reading  at  the 
main  Library  and  through  the  delivery  stations,  showing  the 

number  of  volumes  and  the  percentage  of  each  class,  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Volumes.  Pet. 

English  prose  fiction 741,902  44.88 

Juvenile  literature   590,976  35.75 

History  and  biography 38,847  2.35 

Geography  and  travels 24,631  1.49 

Sciences  and  arts 93,730  5.67 

Poetry  and  drama 29,094  1.76 

Foreign  languages    91,581  5.54 

Miscellaneous   .                                                         42,319  2.56 


1,653,080         100.00 
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REGISTRATION. 

During  the  three  years  ending-  May  31,  1910,  the  statistics  of 
the  Registry  Department  show  that  128,255  cards  were  issued. 
There  were  canceled  during  this  period  16,571  cards,  leaving  the 
number  of  cards  outstanding  at  the  close  of  the  year,  111,684.  Of 
the  total  number  of  cards  issued  during  the  year  12,713  were 
applied  for  at  the  main  Library  and  32,852  at  the  delivery  ^sta- 
tions and  branches.  There  were  issued  619  teachers'  cards,  mak- 
ing the  number  of  such  cards  now  outstanding  1,847. 

DELIVERY  STATIONS. 

The  circulation  of  books  for  home  use  through  the  Delivery 
Stations  was  1,135,848,  an  increase  of  6,398  over  the  previous 
year.  The  number  of  delivery  stations  in  operation  at  the  close 
of  the  year  was  88,  as  compared  with  87  at  the  close  of  the  pre- 
vious year.  The  amount  expended  for  compensation  of  delivery 
station  keepers  and  salaries  of  motor  wagon  operators  was  $19,- 
344.40. 

REFERENCE  ROOM. 

The  number  of  recorded  visitors  to  the  Reference  Room  was 
138,937.  The  total  number  of  volumes  issued  from  the  stack 
rooms  was  364,485,  which  shows  a  decrease  of  17,004  volumes 
when  compared  with  last  year's  report.  This  is  exclusive  of  the 
number  of  open-shelf  books  used  in  the  room.  The  average 
number  of  readers  counted  in  the  room  at  the  close  of  each  hour 
from  9  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m.  was  80.  The  maximum  average  at- 
tendance each  day  was  at  4  o'clock  when  131  readers  were  pres- 
ent. The  largest  attendance  at  any  one  time  was  295,  at  3  o'clock 
on  January  15,  1910. 
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The  classification  of  books  used  in  the  Reference  Room  is  as 
follows : 

Volumes.  Pet. 

Arts  and  sciences 75,481  20.70 

History  and  biography 52,079  14.30 

Bound  periodicals 48,337  13.30 

Geography  and  travels 28,961  7.90 

Language,    and  literature 93,916  25.80 

All   other   classes 65,711  18.00 


364,485         100.00 
ART  ROOM. 

The  Art  Room  was  visited  by  31,277  readers,  who  consulted 
95,866  books.  Exhibits  of  illustrated  books  and  engravings  were 
given  during  the  year,  covering  the  following  subjects :  Modern 
Printing  Arts ;  Metal-work ;  Municipal  Art ;  Home  Planning  and 
Building ;  China  Decorating ;  Needlework ;  Etching  and  Etchers ; 
Holy  Land  and  the  Life  of  Christ;  Napoleon  and  the  French 
Revolution ;  Bookbindings  and  Illuminated  Mss. ;  Flowers  and 
Landscape  Gardening ;  Cottages,  Bungalows  and  Country  Homes. 

READING-ROOM. 

The  average  number  of  persons  present  in  the  Reading-Room 
at  the  close  of  each  hour  from  9  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m.  was  223.  The 
maximum  average  attendance  throughout  the  year  was  at  3 
o'clock,  when  321  readers  were  counted,  as  against  331  during 
the  year  before.  The  largest  number  present  in  the  room  at  one 
time  was  536,  on  February  26,  1910,  at  3  o'clock. 

The  number  of  newspapers  and  magazines  on  file  in  the  Read- 
ing Room  is  1,340,  and  their  nationality  and  frequency  of  publi- 
cation is  shown  in  the  following  table : 
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i  t» 

~  "2 

& 

Bi- 

Monthly 

Monthly 

Semi- 
Monthly 

Weekly 

4& 

'=~ 

«| 

fc 

O 

"3 

O 

H 

American    

67 

14 

474 

10 

208 

1 

84 

858 

British    

26 

2 

106 

63 

1 

6 

204 

German    

6 

3 

25 

13 

62 

1 

14 

124 

French   

2 

12 

6 

14 

3 

37 

Bohemian    

3 

1 

11 

3 

18 

Italian    

1 

2 

7 

1 

11 

Spanish    

1 

1 

2 

Norwegian   ...... 

1 

1 

7 

I 

3 

13 

Swedish    

3 

12 

3 

18 

Danish    

1 

9 

2 

12 

Dutch    

2 

5 

7 

Hungarian    

1 

2 

3 

Russian    

2 

1 

2 

5 

Polish   

1 

9 

3 

13 

15 

15 

Total  . 

99 

21 

632 

33 

425 

4 

126 

1340 

The  amount  expended  for  newspapers  and  periodicals  for  all 
the  branches  and  reading-rooms  was  $6,824.13.  The  South  Park 
Commissioners  supplied  the  magazines  for  reading-rooms  Nos. 
7-11. 
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BRANCHES  AND  READING-ROOMS. 

The  number  of  branch  reading-rooms  in  operation  at  the  close 
of  the  last  year  was  fifteen;  at  the  close  of  this  year  there  were 
seventeen,  including  those  located  in  circulating  centers  and  those 
converted  from  reading-rooms,  merely,  into  circulating  centers 
and  reading-rooms. 

In  line  with  a  policy  adopted  by  the  Board  sub-branches  have 
been  located  in  different  parts  of  the  city  where  books  may  be 
obtained  by  personal  selection  from  the  shelves,  in  addition  to  the 
resources  offered  through  the  Stations  Department.  Two  of 
these  have  been  located  in  school  buildings,  one  at  Montefiore 
School,  which  was  opened  for  direct  circulation  October,  1909, 
and  one  at  Burr  School,  opened  January  17,  1910.  Direct  circu- 
lation was  instituted  at  the  following  branches  on  the  dates  men- 
tioned : 

Lewis  Institute,  November  15,  1909. 
Austin,  January  20,  1910. 
West  Park  No.  2,  May  23,  1910. 
West  Twenty-sixth  St.,  May  26,  1910. 

In  addition,  plans  are  now  under  way  for  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  such  branches  at  the  end  of  the  calendar  year  to  fifteen 
or  more. 

Owing  to  the  proposed  establishment  of  branches  within  rea- 
sonable distance  of  the  State  street  and  Harrison  street  reading- 
rooms  (Nos.  2  and  5),  it  was  concluded  to  discontinue  them, 
transferring  the  books  for  home  circulation  to  other  centers.  This 
was  also  done  with  the  books  of  the  Ashland  avenue  reading-room 
(No.  4),  and  these  three  reading-rooms  were  thereupon  closed 
at  the  end  of  April. 

Statistics  are  available  of  the  use  of  books  for  home  circula- 
tion but  it  is  of  course  impossible  to  give  accurate  statistics  of 
die  use  of  books  and  magazines  at  the  reading  tables.  The  near- 
est approximation  of  such  use  can  be  derived  from  the  statistics 
of  attendance  which  are  herewith  given  for  the  branches  which 
have  been  in  operation. 
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Av. 

Attend'  nee 
at  Close  of 
Each  Hr. 

Av. 
Maximum 
Attend'nce 

Sunday 
Average 

Books 
Circulated 
Station 

Books 
Circulated 
Direct 

1560  Milwaukee  Av.. 

35 

52 

52 

41,664 

3841  State  St  

16 

23 

25 

13,282 

(Closed  May  1,  1910) 

651  North  Av  

19 

31 

22 

16,994 

*3347  W.  26th  St  

28 

44 

38 

7,730 

*West  Park  No.  2.  .  . 
1943  W.  Madison  St. 
(Circulating  branch  from 
November  15) 

Hamilton  Park  

14 
34 

21 

19 
53 

36 

15 

54 

50 

10,239 
22,505 

15,637 

1,293 
30,704 

Davis   Square    

18 

29 

35 

7,407 

Armour  Square  

26 

37 

43 

8,943 

Bessemer  Park   

16 

23 

41 

9,120 

Ogden  Park  

25 

36 

48 

15,727 

3230  N    Clark  St 

27 

40 

34 

24,215 

Montefiore  School  .  . 
West  Park  No   1. 

15 

26 

27 
38 

13 
41 

2,720 
10,310 

4,641 

West  Park  No    3 

32 

48 

57 

7,619 

Burr  School  

32 

69 

42 

272 

13,049 

(5  months) 
1258  Taylor  St  

33 

60 

53 

29,343 

(Closed  from  March  8,  on 
account  of  flre> 

5642  W.  Lake  St.... 
(5  months) 

49th  and  Lake  Av.  .  . 
(Blackstone) 

22 
19 

48 
41 

41 
174 

1,674 
4,401 

19,009 
74,449 

* — No.  4  at  Ashland  Av.  until  May  1,  1910;   established  at  West  26th 

St.  May  26,  1910. 
* — No.  5  at  Harrison  St.  until  May  1,  1910;   established  at  West  Park 

No.  2  May  23,  1910. 

PATENT  REPORTS  AND  PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS. 

The  attendance  in  the  Room  for  Patent  Reports  and  Public 
Documents  was  29,302  during  the  year.  There  were  consulted 
in  this  room  129,227  volumes  of  patent  reports  and  13,437  vol- 
umes of  public  documents.  Of  bound  volumes  of  newspapers, 
6,656  were  used;  also  1,538  volumes  of  certain  scientific  journals 
which  are  kept  in  this  department. 

BOOKS  FOR  THE  BLIND. 

The  collection  of  books  for  the  blind  now  numbers  1,231  vol- 
umes, comprising  536  volumes  in  Braille  print,  391  volumes  in 
Moon  type,  250  volumes  in  American  Line,  and  54  volumes  in 
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New  York  Point.  Five  volumes  were  added  during  the  year. 
There  were  circulated  for  home  use  1,026  volumes,  of  which  779 
were  in  Braille  print,  142  in  Moon  type,  76  in  Line  Letter,  and 
29  in  New  York  Point;  186  volumes  were  used  at  the  main  Li- 
brary. 

"ADMINISTRATION. 

The  entire  number  of  persons  employed  in  all  departments  of 
the  Library  service  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  245,  an  increase 
of  thirty-five  over  last  year.  The  pay-rolls  of  the  main  Library, 
branches  and  reading-rooms  amounted  to  $184,220.44. 

BINDING. 

The  number  of  volumes  bound  during-  the  year  was  35,568. 
Of  these  32,924  were  newly  bound  or  rebound,  and  2,644  were 
resewed  in  the  old  covers.  There  were  repaired  in  the  Binding 
Department  45,696  books;  9,785  were  repaired  at  the  binderies. 
The  books  relabeled  during  the  year  numbered  74,476  volumes. 
The  amount  expended  for  binding  was  $20,195.27. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

The  publications  of  the  Library  during  the  year  consisted  of 
the  following:  A  section  of  the  revised  edition  of  the  finding 
lists  comprising  Natural  Sciences  (96  pages)  ;  three  quarterly 
bulletins  (Nos.  92,  93  and  94)  containing  the  titles  of  the  newer 
accessions;  one  bulletin  (No.  90)  containing  the  titles  of  books 
in  foreign  languages  added  to  the  Library  in  1909.  Special  read- 
ing lists  were  issued  during  the  year  on  the  following  subjects: 
Banks  and  Banking ;  Arctic  Exploration  and  Discovery ;  St.  Pat- 
rick and  Robert  Emmett. 

The  amount  derived  from  the  sale  of  the  various  publications 
was  $603.67. 

ANNUAL  INVENTORY. 

The  total  number  of  books  missing  at  the  close  of  the  year 
was  2,626,  as  compared  with  1,818  in  1908-09.  Of  these  884  are 
missing  at  the  main  Library  and  1,742  in  the  branches  and  read- 
ing-rooms. Of  the  books  unaccounted  for  in  last  year's  inven- 
tory, 89  have  since  been  found. 
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APPENDIX  B. 
CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 


Total 

Accessions 
of 
the  year 

Net 
Accessions 
of 
the  Year 

Total  No. 
Volumes 
in 
Library 

History   

2,041 

1,730 

23,760 

Biography    

1,052 

951 

15,606 

Travels    

1,747 

1,463 

13,781 

Poetry  and  drama  

1,219 

1,052 

8,765 

Essays  and  miscellanies  

475 

315 

5,123 

Polygraphy  and  collected  works.  .  . 
Fine  arts   

35 
1,114 

22 
925 

4,205 
8,370 

Natural  sciences   

1,988 

1,819 

11,136 

Useful  arts   (including  patents)  .  .  . 
Political   and   social   science  

4,871 
1,648 

4,445 
1,466 

25,932 
11,065 

Language  and  literature  

1,706 

1,495 

8,702 

Mental  and  moral  science  

898 

825 

6,513 

Ancient  classics  

76 

63 

1,630 

Religion   

509 

455 

7,794 

Medicine  

217 

155 

1,372 

La\v  

35 

16 

1,260 

Periodicals  and  newspapers  

1,376 

1,357 

48,219 

Government    documents    and    state 
papers  

1,027 

828 

25,700 

Bibliography    

359 

350 

4,471 

Dictionaries  and  encyclopaedias.  .  . 
English  prose  fiction  

368 
13,964 

339 
7,223 

6,282 
67,819 

Juvenile    literature  

16,633 

8,599 

37776  V 

874 

326 

25,264 

French   literature  

656 

584 

11,785 

Italian    literature  

462 

447 

1,685 

Spanish  literature  

5 

—  3 

1,195 

Portuguese   literature  

44 

1 

1,494 

Bohemian    literature  

1 

—  142 

4,578 

Polish    literature  

4 

—  23 

1,952 

Russian    literature  

28 

11 

574 

Scandinavian  literature  

580 

441 

6,990 

Hungarian   literature  

8 

——9 

144 

Lithuanian    literature  

8 

8 

106 

Welsh  literature    

1 

6 

Yiddish    literature           

—  30 

398 

Japanese  and  Chinese  literature.  .  . 

—  2 

133- 

Books  for  the  blind  

5 

5 

"T72~31 

Total    

55,990 

37,499 

402,848 
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BOARD    OF    DIRECTORS 
1910-1911 

ROBERT  J.  ROULSTON,  President Term  expires  1911 

GEORGE  B.  ARMSTRONG,   V ice-President "  "          1911 

GRAHAM   TAYLOR    "  1912 

JULIUS    STERN     "  "          1912 

ANTONIO  LAGORIO    "  1912 

*EDWARD    A.    BLODGETT "  1913 

FREDERICK  H.  RAWSON "  1911 

MORTIMER    FRANK     "  1913 

HENRY  V.  FREEMAN "  "          1913 

HORATIO   L.   WAIT..  "  "          1913 


HARRY  G.  WILSON,  Secretary  to  the  Board 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 
1910-1911 

Library:  MESSES.  STERN,  TAYLOR  AND  FRANK. 
Administration:   MESSRS.  RAWSON,  LAGORIO  AND  WAIT. 
Branches:   MESSRS.  TAYLOR,  ARMSTRONG  AND  STERN. 
Delivery  Stations:   MESSRS.  FRANK,  ARMSTRONG  AND  FREEMAN. 
Buildings  and  Grounds:    MESSRS.  LAGORIO,  RAWSON  AND  WAIT. 
Finance:   MESSRS.  RAWSON,  STERN  AND  ARMSTRONG. 
By-Laws:   MESSRS.  FREEMAN,  LAGORIO  AND  TAYLOR. 


*Deceased  October  27,  1910,  and  succeeded  December  19,  1910,  by 
Horatio  L.  Wait. 


MEMBERS   OF   THE   BOARD   FROM   ITS   ORGANIZATION,   APRIL   11,   1872,   TO 

JULY  1,  1911,  WITH  THEIR  TERMS  OF  SERVICE. 

PRESIDENTS  PRINTED  IN  CAPITALS. 


Allen,    James    Lane 1880-1882 

*  Anthony,    Elliott    1872-1877 

Armstrong,  Geo.  B 1881-1882 

Armstrong,  Geo.  B 1908-1911 

Barr,    Alfred    E 1899-1899 

BEEBE.   WM.   H 1887-1889 

*Billings,   Albert   M 1875-1878, 

*Blodgett,  Edward  A 1908-1910 

BOWERS,   JAMES   F 1901-1908 

Bradley,  J.  Harley 1887-1887 

*BRINE,  GEO.  J 1886-1887 

Brosseau,  Z.   P 1893-1896 

BROSSEAC,    Z.    P 1901-1907 

*CALLA<;HAN,  B 1880-1896 

CIGRAND,  B.  J 1903-1910 

*Curran,    Wm 1882-1883 

Despres,    Samuel 1903-1906 

Diener,  T.  C 1893-1895 

DREYER,  EDW.  S 1889-1895 

ECKHART,   JOHN  W 1901-1907 

Egan.  Dennis  J 1903-1905 

*Enright,    John    W 1883-1888 

*Forrester,  Rob't  H 1879-1880 

Frank,  Mortimer   1910-1913 

FRANKS.    JACOB 1897-1903 

Freeman,  Henry  V 1910-1913 

Fyffe,  Colin  C.  H 1903-1905 

Garibaldi,    John    G 1900-1902 

*Gunderson,    S.    T 1895-1898 

*HAMILTON.    JOHN    B 1896-1898 

"Hatch,   Azel   F 1890-1893 

*HATCH,   AZEL  F 1894-1900 

*Hayes,    Samuel    S 1872-1875 

Hedenberg,  James  W 1895-1898 

Heldmann,   Geo.   D 1902-1903 

Herhold,   Frederick  H. .  .1897-1901 

HIRSCH.    EMIL   G 1888-1897 

Hotz,  Ferdinand  C 1875-1881 

*HOYNE,    THOS 1872-1875 

Hutchinson,  Chas.  L 1898-1901 

Hynes,   Wm.   J 1881-1887 

*Kadlec,   L.  W 1880-1889 

Kaspar,    Wm 1889-1894 

Keeley,  Thos.  F 1894-1897 

Kent,  Wm.  D 1888-1889 

Kuflewski,  W.  A 1899-1902 


Lewke,   Otto   W 1897-1900 

Lindstrand,  Frans  A 1903-1906 

*LOEWENTHAL,     B 1875-1882 

Lowe,  John  W 1902-1906 

MCCORMICK,    ROB'T    S 1895-1901 

MacMillan,   T.    C 1882-1887 

Mannhardt,    Emil 1885-1888 

Mason,    George 1874-1880 

Meeker,    Arthur 1900-1903 

*Moos,   Bernhard 1887-1896 

*Moses,    Adolph 1882-1888 

Novak,    John    L 1905-1908 

ONAHAN,  WM.  J 1874-1881 

PEABODY,   FRANCIS    S 1899-1903 

PLAMONDON,  CHAS.  A 1899-1902 

*Queal,  Rob't  F 1872-1876 

*Raster,    Hermann .......  1872-1875 

Rawson,    Frederick   H. .  .1908-1911 

Rend,  Wm.   P 1889-1892 

Rogers,   Henry  W 1883-1885 

*Rosenthal,    Julius 1872-1875 

ROULSTON,  ROBERT  J 1905-1911 

RUBENS,    HARRY 1879-1885 

Ryan,   Andrew   J 1898-1899 

*Schmidt,    Ernst 1881-1882 

*Scranton,  Abner  R 1876-1879 

*Sheahan,  James  W 1872-1874 

*Shields,    Michael 1902-1903 

*SHOREY,  DANIEL  L 1872-1880 

SHORTALL.   JOHN   G 1886-1895 

Smith,   Pliny   B 1888-1894 

*Smith,   Robert    J 1890-1893 

Smith,    Sidney 1877-1879 

*Smyth,  John   M 1892-1895 

Sprague,  Otho   S.  A 1878-1881 

Stern,    Julius 1906-1912 

*Swazey,    Arthur 1885-1887 

Taylor,    Graham 1906-1912 

Umbdenstock,    Mich'l 1887-1890 

Van  Osdel,  John  M 1896-1899 

Wait,   Horatio   L 1910-1913 

*WALKER,    J.    B 1875-1883 

Waterman,  Arba  N 1908-1910 

*  Wells,   Wm.   H 1882-1885 

'Williams,    Norman 1887-1889 

*Woodard,  Willard    1872-1874 


Lagorio,   Antonio 1906-1912 

*Sheahan,  Jas.  W.,  Acting  Secretary  from  April  11  to  July  20,  1872. 
*Wickersham,  W.  B.,  Secretary  from  July  20,  1872,  to  October  15,  1908. 
Wilson,  Harry  G.,  Acting  Secretary  October  15,  1908,  to  March  11,  1909. 

Secretary  since  March  11,  1909. 
*Poole,  Wm.  F.,  LL.  D.,  Librarian  from  October  25,  1873,  to  August  1, 

1887. 

Hild,  Frederick  H.,  Librarian  from  October  15,  1887,  to  April  30,  1909. 
Roden,  Carl  B.,  Acting  Librarian  from  May  1,  1909,  to  October  11,  1909. 
Legler,  Henry  E.,  Librarian  since  October  11,  1909. 

*  Deceased. 


LIBRARY  STAFF 


LIBRARIAN'S  OFFICE 
Henry  E.  Legler,  Librarian 


Carl  B.  Roden,  Assistant  Librarian 
Nellie  L.  Kennedy 


Emanuel  Holy 
Minnie  E.  Wills 


Caroline    Bernhardt 
Katharine   E.   Brady 


Adele    Bergman 
Lucy   E.   Brown 
Edith   E.   Coyne 
Edith    Kammerling 
Emily    T.    Larson 


Elizabeth   Barnes 
May    I.    Carroll 
Amanda    Diehl 
Helen   I.  Fix 
Lottie   M.   Hayden 
Irene  Ives 


Sam   Altshuler 
Carl  E.  Anderson 
John  W.  Barta 
Harry   G.   Bristow 
Phillip    Canterbury 
Melvin   C.    Dahl 
Nathan   Dolnitzky 
James   E.   Edwards 
Morris    Fieldman 
James   C.    Husa 


SECRETARY'S  OFFICE 
Harry  G.  Wilson,  Secretary 

James    W.    McGovern 

ORDER  DIVISION 
Henrietta  Lovi,   Chief 

Rosalind   L.   Lillibridge 
Bessie    H.    Palmer 
Louis  Arenson,  Page 

CATALOGUE  DIVISION 
Bessie  Goldberg,  Chief 

Amelia  M.   Platt 
Anna    C.    Reque 
Jessie   M.    Woodford 
J.  Cornelia  Wyse 
Fannie    Zacharias 

CIRCULATION  DIVISION* 
Benjamin  M.  Smith,  Chief 

George  S.  King 
Winifred  J.  Lagorio 
Margaret   C.   O'Shaughnessy 
Jessie   Booth   Perry 
Jessie  E.  Reed 
Mary   A.   Swift 

PAGES 

Charles   Macko 
Howard   B.    Maguire 
George    Menyea 
George   Perdue 
Jacob   Shapiro 
James   T.   Slattery 
Isadore   Suluway 
Robert  C.   Teeling 
George   B.   Voss 


*Two  vacancies  in  this  department  at  date  of  this  report. 


STATIONS  DIVISION  * 
William  A.  Purer,  Chief 

Otto   Goldberger,   Head   Assistant    Ida  B.   Johnson 
George  F.   Bell  Christian   Sonne 

Elie  Hudon  John  Toman 

PAGES 

Alfonso   Angarola  William    Holman 

Charles   J.   Beatty  Ernst  H.  Lutter 

Jacob  Berger  Herman   L.   Miller 

Frank  Bunn  Clarence  W.  Neely 

Jacob    Cohen  Edward    M.    Peterson 

Morton    Cohen  William    Renner 

Leo  Cohn  Frank  Roche 

John  J.  Dockery  Isaac    Rosenfeldt 

Raymond   Dwyer  Joseph    Rzepinski 

Elmer   W.   Ferdinand  Fred  A.  A.   Schweizer 

Franklin  Frodtn  Paul   B.  Teeter 

Albert    Haake  James  J.  Yarber 
Harold   Helgren 

AUTOMOBILE    OPERATORS 

John  D.  Barchard  William   J.    Soper 

John  Gawron  John    P.    Wallenborn 

Fred  C.  Lutter  George   A.    Wiborg 

Frank  Tinsley,  Automobile  Washer 

REFERENCE  DIVISION  * 

Carrie  L.  Elliott,  Chief 

Charles  R.  Barnes,  Head  Assistant  in  charge  of  Documents 
Frank  E.  Waska,  Head  Assistant  in  charge  of  Art  Room 

Edward   Henwood  Mary  W.  Morris 

J.   Frank  James  Mary   E.   Rae 

Margaret    Kearney  Charles  F.  Zak 

PAGES 

Chester  Field 
Charles  E.  Lhotka 

INSTRUCTIONAL    DIVISION 
Faith  E.  Smith,  Director  of  Training  Class 

PERIODICALS    DIVISION 
Reidar  Arentz,  Chief 

Charles  L.  Green  John  A.  Young 

Samuel  Rogalski  Walter  B.  Flintrup,  Page 


*One  vacancy  in  this  department  at  date  of  this  report. 


Anna  J.   Ferguson 
Maude  H.  T.  Freeman 


PUBLICATIONS  DIVISION 
Charles  A.  Larson,  Chief  * 
Anna  Riordan 


Florence  W.  Arnold 
Loretto  M.  Crowe 
Anna  V.  Donnelly 
Katharine  Donovan 
Anna  A.  O'Brien 


Margaret  Grain 
Agnes  Donoghue 
Mabel  C.  Folger 
Hildagarde   Gardner 


REGISTRY  DIVISION 
Lilyan  G.  Morawski,   Chief 

Mary  Ryan 
Emma  L.   Shaw 
Blanche  V.  Shaw 
Agatha  Wieboldt 


BINDERY  DIVISION 
J.  Ritchie  Patterson,  'Chief 

Catherine  Hatchell 
Mary  M.  Hishen 
Catherine  McNulty 
Mamie   Neylen 

EVENING  DIVISION 
Charles  Lhotka,  Chief 


Anthony  Angarola 
Joseph  J.  Augustus 
Frank  Forty 
Walter  F.  Mickey 
William   T.   Horrobin 
Samuel  Kaplan 
Salvatore  Lange 
Nathan  Levin 


PAGES 

Dominick  J.  Porto 
Thomas  F.  Reilly 
Joseph    Rosenberg 
George  W.  N.  Saether 
Raymond    Shackelfofd 
William    Sheridan 
Reuben    Weinhouse 


BRANCHES  DIVISION 


John  F.  Phelan,  Chief 
Renee  B.  Stern,  Supervisor  of  Special  Deposits 


Dorothy  Bastin 
Edith  I.  Bredinf 
Eugenio    Cello  f 
Minnie  S.  Clark 
Nellie  E.  Doran 


Rebecca  M.  Burke 


Pearl    I.   Field 
Catherine  J.  Fox  t 
Minnie   R.   Grosser 
Faith   Mix 
Marie  L.  Ryan 
Walter  Narkiewicz,  Page 

TELEPHONE  OPERATOR 


'Assistant  Chief,  Reference  Division 
tFor  substitute  work 


ARMOUR  SQUARE  READING  ROOM 
Augusta  G.  Kessell,  Library  assistant  in  charge 

AUSTIN   BRANCH 
Louise  M.  Hannagan,  Branch  Librarian 

Julia  A.  Gerloff  Anthony  C.  Formosa,  Page 

Elmer  Johnson,  Janitor 

BESSEMER  PARK  READING  ROOM 
Pearl  E.  Feddersen,  Library  assistant  in  charge 

BLACKSTONE   BRANCH 
Mary  W.  Wood,  Branch  Librarian 

Pyrrha  B.  Sheffield  Mary  A.  Wilson 

Anna  W.  Thayer  Edward  V.  Dewalt,  Page 

Thomas  P.  Conry,  Engineer-janitor 

BURR  SCHOOL  BRANCH 
Mary  P.  Wilde,  Branch  Librarian 
Harriet  I.  Baer  .         Charlotte  L.  Olson 

CORNELL  SQUARE   BRANCH 

Kate  B.  Chase,  Branch  Librarian 
Laddie  L.  Tichy,  Page 

DAVIS  SQUARE  READING  ROOM 
James  H.  Biddle,  Library  assistant  in  charge 

HAMILTON  PARK  READING  ROOM 
Frances  C.  Cantner,  Library  assistant  in  charge 

HAMLIN   PARK   BRANCH 
Marion   F.   Weil,  Branch  Librarian 

HEBREW  INSTITUTE  BRANCH 
Mathilda  S.  Nodek,  Branch  Librarian 
Mrs.  Luba  Lazareff  Bernard  Friedman,  Page 

LAWNDALE   BRANCH 

Jean  McLeod,  Branch  Librarian 

Janet  O'Brien  Marco  Rosenfeldt,  Page 

Mrs.  Sarah  Goodpasture,  Janitress 


LEWIS    INSTITUTE   BRANCH 
James  C.  Barbee,  Branch  Librarian 

Ella  J.  Horrobin  Nellie  Stacy 

Harold  R.  Bixby,  Page 

LINCOLN   CENTER   BRANCH 
Adah  F.  Whitcomb,  Branch  Librarian 
Evelyn  R.  Adams  Helen  L.  Barker 

LOGAN  SQUARE  BRANCH 
Maude  Blake,  Branch  Librarian 

Adah  M.  Anderson  Ismond  J.  Gordon,  Page 

James  Anderson,  Janitor 

MARK   WHITE   BRANCH 
Julia  A.  Baker,  Branch  Librarian 
William  J.  Kurzin,  Page 

OGDEN  PARK  READING  ROOM 
Jessie  Wells,  Library  assistant  in  charge 

SHERMAN  PARK  BRANCH 
Bird  Morrison,  Branch  Librarian 
Daisy  McHale  Francis  J.  Gerty,  Page 

GEORGE  C.  WALKER  BRANCH 

Clara  L.  German,  Library  assistant  in  charge 

Henry  Clay  Russell,  Janitor 

WEST -PARK  ONE  BRANCH 
Ada  M.  Lanquist,  Branch  Librarian 
Genevieve  M.  O'Leary  George  W.  Pirrong,  Page 

WEST    PARK   TWO   BRANCH 
Emma  Levin,  Branch  Librarian 
Vivian  G.  Harsh  Cornelius  Cohen,  Page 

WEST   PARK  THREE   READING   ROOM 
Charles  A.  Egan,  Library  assistant  in  charge 


WEST  TWENTY-SIXTH  STREET  BRANCH 
Eleanor  Buynitzky,  Branch  Librarian 

George  Weiss,  Page  Benjamin  Bernstein,  Page 

William  Vytlacil,  Janitor  . 

ENGINEERS'  DIVISION 
Jacob  Reitz,  Chief  Engineer 

Robert  G.  Allison,  Engineer  Peter  G.  Ledeboer,  Engineer 

Ernest  A.  Hart,  Engineer  Charles  I.  Moulton,  Engineer 

Andrew  E.  Christophersen,  Mechanical  and  Electrical  Engineer 
Amby  J.  Beery,  Fireman  Thomas  Guthrie,  Oiler 

John  Guthrie,  Fireman  John  Clarke,  Coal  Passer 

John  Stretch,  Fireman  John  Murray,  Goal  Passer 

Thomas  Davis,  Oiler 

Cosmo  Pacente,  Laborer 

JANITORS'  DIVISION 
James  J.   Linehan,   Custodian   of  Buildings 

John  Ampey,  Janitor  Peter  Murphy,  Janitor 

William  J.  Beck,  Janitor  Emil  Schoenbacher,  Janitor 

Joseph  A.  Gadwood,  Janitor  William  P.  Shanley,  Janitor 

James  C.  King,  Janitor  John  M.  Ward,  Janitor 

William  McDearmed,  Janitor  George  Woll,  Janitor 

Harry  S.  Byers,  Vacuum  Cleaning  Machine  Operator 
Alessandro  Farroli,  Marble  Cleaner  John  Christian,  Watchman 
James  F.  Horan,  Marble  Cleaner     Aaron  S.  Einstein,  Watchman 
Martin  Schnee,  Wood  Finisher         Christian  Ullrich,  Watchman 
John  McKay,  Window  Washer  John  P.  Cunningham,  Carpenter 

Robert  H.  Proudie,  Window  Washer  John  R.  Buster,  Elevator  Operator  . 
John  Renkosicwicz,  Window  W'sh'r  James  J.  Daly,  Elevator  Operator 
Josephena  Anderson,  Janitress         Charles  F.  Jackson,  Elevator  Oper- 
Agnes  F.  Cronin,  Janitress  ator 

Mary  Higgins,  Janitress  Charles   McDonough,   Elevator   Op- 

Ellen  McDonald,  Janitress  erator 

Margaret  Meade,  Janitress  John  W.  McLaughlin,  Elevator  Op- 

Catherine  Murray,  Janitress  erator 

Mary  D.  O'Connor,  Janitress 

One  vacancy 


THIRTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF 

THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


To  THE  HONORABLE,  THE  MAYOR  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CITY 
COUNCIL,  CITY  OF  CHICAGO. 

Gentlemen:  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago  Public 
Library  presents  the  following  report  of  the  library  for  the  year 
ended  May  31,  1911,  being  the  thirty-ninth  annual  report. 

It  has  been  the  endeavor  of  the  Board  to  carry  out  the  plan 
of  library  extension,  as  outlined  in  the  last  annual  report,  and  in 
this  respect  we  feel  that  a  great  deal  has  been  accomplished  in  ex- 
tending the  usefulness  of  the  library  and  in  making  it  a  factor 
in  the  educational  institutions  of  the  city. 

Books  are  now  being  circulated  directly  from  twenty- 
eight  different  centers,  an  increase  of  twenty-one  over  the  num- 
ber of  such  branches  a  year  ago.  Of  these  twenty-eight  cen- 
ters, nine  are  branches  maintained  in  commercial  and  industrial 
establishments. 

The  Hiram  Kelly  Branch  has  been  completed  and  will  be 
opened  to  the  public  June  24,  1911.  This  branch  building,  the 
first  to  be  erected  under  the  direction  of  the  Board,  is  located 
at  the  corner  of  Sixty-second  street  and  Normal  avenue,  the  site 
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(120  x  90)  costing  $14,750.00,  and  the  building  complete  $52,- 
240.00.  No  extras  were  incurred  during  the  entire  progress  of 
construction.  The  branch  will  be  operated  with  money  received 
from  the  income  of  the  Hiram  Kelly  fund. 

The  work  of  the  Board  has  been  severely  crippled  by  the 
great  reduction  in  its  revenue  from  the  tax  levy  available  for 
the  current  calendar  year.  By  the  scaling  process  under  the 
Juul  Act  the  library  rate  was  reduced  from  .06  to  .0364  on  the 
hundred  dollars,  entailing  a  loss  of  about  $200,000  out  of  an 
appropriation  of  $510,000,  and  a  reduction  of  our  income  for 
1911  of  about  $34,000  less  than  the  income  for  1910. 

To  remedy  this  excessive  loss,  which  is  increasing  each  year, 
relief  was  sought  by  the  introduction  of  a  bill  in  the  general 
assembly  last  February  providing  for  a  minimum  rate  for  the 
library  tax  similar  to  the  established  minimum  rates  now  in 
effect  for  the  city,  school  and  county.  The  bill  was  passed 
by  both  branches  of  the  legislature,  but  was  vetoed  by  the  Gover- 
nor on  the  grounds  that  the  House  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  St.  Clair  and  Madison  Counties  were  unconstitutional 
and  thus  rendered  the  whole  bill  subject  to  constitutional  objec- 
tion. The  failure  of  this  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  library  was 
a  severe  blow,  and  your  earnest  co-operation  is  asked  in  securing 
favorable  legislation  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity. 

The  trust  funds  of  the  Board  have  been  increased  by  the 
sale  of  the  fee  at  the  corner  of  LaSalle  and  Sherman  streets  at 
a  figure  amounting  to  $65,000.00  more  than  the  price  the  Board 
originally  paid  for  the  property,  making  the  total  of  the  Kelly 
trust  amount  to  $265,000.00.  This  sum  has  been  invested  in  local 
municipal  bonds.  The  trust  funds  now  aggregate  $278,000.00. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  record  the  death  of  Director 
Edward  A.  Blodgett,  who  passed  away  October  27,  1910.  In  his 
death  the  library  board  lost  a  faithful  director  and  the  city  a 
progressive  and  useful  citizen. 

We  would  commend  the  earnest  and  faithful  work  of  Mr. 
Henry  E.  Legler,  librarian,  and  the  several  members  of  the 
library  staff. 
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For  details  of  the  financial  operations  of  the  library  and  sta- 
tistics regarding  the  work  of  the  year,  we  refer  to  the  reports 
of  the  Secretary  and  Librarian  hereto  appended. 

All  of  which  is  respectively  submitted, 

ROBERT  J.  ROULSTON,  President, 

GEO.  B.  ARMSTRONG,  Vice-President, 

GRAHAM  TAYLOR, 

JULIUS  STERN, 

ANTONIO  LAGORIO, 

F.  H.  RAWSON, 

MORTIMER  FRANK, 

HENRY  V.  FREEMAN, 

HORATIO  L.  WAIT, 

Board  of  Directors. 
Chicago,  June  26,  1911. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 


Public  Library, 
Chicago,  June  26,  1911. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS,  THE   CHICAGO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Gentlemen:  As  required  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  Act 
of  the  General  Assembly,  under  which  the  library  is  established 
and  maintained,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  financial  and 
statistical  statements  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1911: 

PUBLIC   LIBRARY  FUND. 

CASH  RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  FOR  YEAR  ENDED  MAY  31,  1911. 

Receipts. 

Taxes  1909,  collected  June  1,  1910,  to  Dec.  31,  1910 $195,287.30 

Taxes  1910,  collected  Jan.  1,  1911,  to  May  31,  1911 123,544.27 

Interest  on  cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 1,207.98 

Miscellaneous  receipts: 

Sale  of  finding  lists $304.06 

Books  lost  and  paid  for 853.90 

Miscellaneous    560.00 

1,717.96 


$321,757.51 
Other  receipts: 

Security  deposits — deposits  for  library  cards 

and    books     $3,567.75 

Less    deposits    refunded 3,520.75 

47.00 


$321,804.51 
Fines  for   retention   of  books    (paid   to   pension 

fund   see  disbursements) 12,851.36 


Total  receipts  during  year $334,655.87 

Funds  June  1,  1910: 

Balance  cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 73,066.09 

Cash  in  banks  and  in  Secretary's  hands 1,655.50 

$409,377.4(5 
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Disbursements. 

Books     $  39,581.76 

Binding     16,858.75 

Newspapers    and    periodicals 7,242.55 

Salaries,    main    library    156,537.18 

Salaries,   branch   reading   rooms 26,652.82 

Salaries,   delivery   stations    17,951.17 

Delivery  stations,   miscellaneous 4,759.02 

Branch  reading  rooms,  miscellaneous 6,604.43 

Finding   lists    1,634.22 

Printing    and    stationery 3,851.68 

Miscellaneous   expense    3,371.29 

Fuel     10,124.20 

Heating   and    generating   plant 1,046.22 

Electric  supplies  and  repairs 401.54 

Elevator  supplies  and  repairs 345.67 

Janitors'   expense    735.81 

Furniture   and   fixtures    1,655.75 

Insurance    623.74 

Freight  and  expressage 136.74 

Postage    938.31 

Books  lost  and  paid  for — refunds 125.50 

Repairs,  alterations  and  improvements 21.023.90 

Blackstone    branch    library 3,748.80 

Kelly  branch  library   (building) 47,195.00 


Total   expenditure      $373,146.05 

Pension  Fund: 

Fines  received  paid  into  pension  fund 12,851.36 


$385,997.41 
Funds  May  31,  1911: 

Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasur- 
er     $21,677.55 

Cash  in  banks  and  in  hands  of 

Secretary    1,702.50 

23,380.05 

$409,377.46 

TRUST  FUNDS. 
Cash  Receipts  and  Disbursements. 

Income  from  investments: 

Hiram  Kelly  fund  $  7,491.37 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  fund  554.60 

Jerome  Beecher  fund 141.05 

H.  W.  Jackson  fund  .  50.57 


$  8,237.59 
Balance,  June  1,  1910,  in  bank 38,997.38 

$47,234.97 
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Disbursements. 

Ryder  fund  income: 

Books  purchased  $  727.69 

Kelly  fund  income: 

Books  purchased  5,973.64 

Story  hour  found: 

Salary,  Mrs.  G.  T.  Thomsen 62.50 


Balances,  cash  May  31,  1911: 

Hiram  Kelly  fund  income $36,148.93 

Win.  H.  Ryder  fund  income 2,144.94 

Jerome  Beecher  fund  income.!...     2,104.35 
H.  W.  Jackson  fund  income..  69.88 


Story  hour  fund 


$40,468.10 
3.04 


$  6,763.83 


$40,471.14     $47,234.97 


TRUST  FUNDS  AND   INVESTMENTS  THEREOF. 

Trust  Funds: 

Hiram  Kelly  bequest .$200,000.00 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  bequest 10,000.00 

Jerome  Beecher  bequest 2,000.00 

H.  W.  Jackson  bequest 1,000.00 

Sherman  Park  fund  100.00 

Hiram  Kelly  increment  65,000.00 


Investments: 

Municipal   bonds    $271,816.96 

Mortgage  loan  notes  4,500.00 

Certificate  of  deposit 406.59 

Accrued  interest  335.67 

Cash  in  bank   1,040.78 


$278,100.00 


$278,100.00 
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BOOKS. 

Number  of  books  in  Library  June  1,  1910 402,848 

Number  of  books  purchased  the  past  year 54,504 

Number  of  books  donated  the  past  year 2,070 

Number  of  books  received  from  branches 1,405 

Other  sources    .                   665 


Total  number  of  books  added  past  year. . .  58,644 

Number  of  books  worn  out  the  past  year 10,020 

Number  of  books  lost  and  paid  for 716 

Number  of  books  delinquent  in  1909-10 131 

Number  of  books  missing  in  1909-10 2,552 


Total  number  of  books  subtracted  the  past 

year    13,419 

Total  net  additions  the  past  year 45,225 


Total  number  of  volumes  in  Library  June  1,  1911 448,073 

Total  number  of  volumes  unaccounted  for  in  inventory  of  1911. .     4,126 
Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  G.  WILSON, 

Secretary. 

State  of  Illinois,      ) 
County  of  Cook,  j  SE 

I,  H.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago 
Public  Library,  do  solemnly  swear  that  the  foregoing  statements  are 
true  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

H.  G.  WILSON, 
Secretary. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  25th  day  of  September, 
A.  D.  1911. 

JAMES  BUGGIE, 
Notary  Public. 

Chicago,  June  26,  1911. 

We  have  audited  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Chicago  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1911,  and  find  them  to  be  correct. 
We  have  also  examined  the  foregoing  statements  and  compared  them 
with  the  books,  vouchers,  securities,  and  we  certify  them  to  be  correct. 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  AUDIT  Co., 
By  John  McLaren,  President. 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


To   THE   BOARD    OF   DIRECTORS,    CHICAGO    PUBLIC    LIBRARY: 

Gentlemen :  Realizing  the  impossibility  of  further  expan- 
sion with  the  limited  funds  provided  by  the  revenue  act  as  now 
in  effect,  the  Board  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  caused 
to  be  introduced  a  measure  providing  a  minimum  annual  tax  rate 
for  library  purposes.  The  uncertainty  under  the  Juul  Act  of 
the  extent  of  the  scaling  from  the  maximum  rate  rendered  im- 
perative legislation  fixing  a  definite  minimum  tax  rate.  For  the 
fiscal  year  1911,  approximately  $35,000  less  was  received  than 
for  1910.  But  for  the  availability  in  this  emergency  of  accumu- 
lated interest  on  endowment  funds,  the  effectiveness  of  the  library 
service  would  have  been  seriously  impaired. 

Both  houses  of  the  legislature  acted  favorably  upon  the 
measure  for  the  relief  of  the  library,  but  their  favorable  vote 
was  rendered  ineffective  by  a  veto  interposed  by  the  Governor  on 
constitutional  grounds.  The  defect  which  led  to  his  non-sanc- 
tion of  the  measure  was  due  to  amendments  incorporated  in  the 
bill  while  in  committee  stage. 

Unquestionably  the  progress  of  the  library  will  be  seriously 
hampered  unless  speedy  relief  is  obtained  from  the  legislature, 
or  unless  endowments  accrue  from  generous  citizens,  sufficient 
in  amount  to  enable  the  carrying  out  of  a  policy  of  development 
authorized  by  the  Board  of  Directors  two  years  ago.  For  lack 
of  funds  it  has  been  impossible  either  to  construct  branch  build- 
ings additional  to  the  one  approaching  completion  in  Englevvood, 
or  to  reorganize  as  planned  some  of  the  work  in  the  central 
building  dependent  upon  structural  changes.  These  were  briefly 
outlined  in  the  last  annual  report. 

Perhaps  the  most  significant  developments  of  the  year  were 
the  installation  of  an  open  shelf  department  in  the  central 
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building;  the  erection  of  the  Hiram  Kelly  branch  building,  now- 
nearing  completion,  and  the  opening  of  ten  small  branches  in 
various  sections  of  the  city;  the  expansion  of  the  work  with 
schools ;  and  of  the  special  deposits  in  commercial  and  industrial 
establishments;  the  publication  of  a  monthly  Book  Bulletin  as 
the  initial  stage  in  an  improved  system  of  finding  lists  and 
printed  catalogues ;  and  successful  participation  in  the  Child 
Welfare  Exhibit. 

Of  the  outside  agencies  contemplated  a  number  were  realized 
through  reorganization,  including  the  discontinuance  of  three 
reading  rooms  hitherto  maintained  in  store  buildings.  At  the 
close  of  the  year  there  were  16  circulating  branches,  a  gain  of 
ten  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  date  a  year  ago.  The 
ten  additional  branches  included  five  established  in  field  houses 
and  one  acquired  by  the  annexation  of  Morgan  Park. 

The  number  of  deposit  branches  in  business  houses  and  manu- 
facturing establishments  in  charge  of  librarians  was  increased 
to  nine. 

If  expectations  are  realized,  the  beautiful  new  structure  at 
the  corner  of  62nd  street  and  Normal  avenue,  to  be  known  as 
the  Hiram  Kelly  branch,  will  be  thrown  open  to  the  public  for 
the  first  time  early  next  month.  This  will  be  the  second  branch 
library  building  owned  by  the  city  of  Qiicago,  the  first  one  being 
the  Blackstone  Memorial  library  at  the  corner  of  Lake  avenue 
and  49th  street.  Both  buildings  represent  the  public-spirited 
benefactions  of  Chicago  citizens,  the  latter  building  having  been 
erected  as  a  memorial  to  Mr.  T.  B.  Blackstone,  and  the  former 
as  a  memorial  to  Mr.  Hiram  Kelly.  Mr.  Kelly  left  an  endowment 
of  $200,000  which  by  the  careful  management  and  business  judg- 
ment of  the  Library  board  has  been  increased  to  $265,000.  No 
restrictions  whatever  limit  the  Library  Board  in  the  use  of  the 
income  from  this  sum  except  that  such  fund  shall  be  expended 
for  Public  Library  purposes. 

The  newly-organized  Publications  Department  has  been  ac- 
tively engaged  in  the  preparatory  work  of  revising  the  find- 
ing lists,  which  are  sadly  out-of-date.  The  accessions  printed  at 
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irregular  intervals  to  contain  supplementary  titles  have  multiplied 
to  a  point  beyond  ready  reference,  the  last  number  being  96.  To 
be  compelled  to  search  laboriously  through  many  lists,  even  though 
alphabetically  arranged,  discourages  the  seeker.  The  dates  of 
the  last  finding  lists  for  the  several  classes  are  as  follows: 

Political  science,  1893. 

Social  science,  1893. 

Education,  1893. 

Philosophy  and  religion,  1894. 

Law  and  medicine,  1894. 

First  supplement,  finding  list,  1895. 

Second  supplement,  finding  list,  1899. 

Books  in  foreign  languages,  1890-1901. 

History  and  biography,  1901. 

Geography  and  travels,   1904. 

Poetry  and  drama,   1904. 

Language  and  literature,  1905, 

Fine  arts,   1907. 

Useful  arts,  1908. 

Natural  sciences,   1909. 

The  finding  list  of  English  prose  fiction  and  juvenile  books 
was  issued  in  1898.  A  first  supplement  covered  accessions  from 
January  1,  1898,  to  September  1,  1904,  and  a  second  supple- 
ment carried  the  list  to  January  1,  1907. 

A  new  finding  list  of  English  prose  fiction,  excluding  juvenile 
books,  was  issued  for  public  use  in  January,  1911.  The  com- 
pilation of  a  finding  list  bringing  to  date  the  titles  of  juvenile 
books  in  the  library  is  now  progressing  fairly,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  early  next  year  the  material  will  be  ready  for  the  printer. 
The  English  prose  fiction  list  met  wtih  a  large  sale,  and  an 
equally  ready  response  is  promised  when  the  juvenile  list  is 
issued. 

For  the  convenience  of  the  public,  which  is  served  to  so  large 
an  extent  through  delivery  stations  remote  from  the  central  build- 
ing, up-to-date  printed  catalogues  are  essential.  The  expense 
involved  makes  frequent  revision  of  the  complete  catalogue  out 
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of  the  question.  In  lieu  of  annual  revision  and  reprinting  of  the 
series  of  finding  lists,  an  annual  cumulation,  fully  indexed,  of 
monthly  bulletins  of  accessions  has  been  planned,  with  five- 
yearly  cumulations  of  the  annuals.  The  initial  number  of  the 
monthly  Book  Bulletin  was  issued  in  January  for  free  distribu- 
tion. In  addition  to  the  classified  list  of  the  books  added  to  the 
library  during  the  preceding  month,  each  issue  contains  brief 
items  of  library  news  likely  to  interest  patrons.  Timely  topical 
lists  are  also  printed  in  the  Bulletin. 

During  the  year  beginning  June  1,  1910,  and  ending  June  1, 
1911,  the  following  publications  were  issued: 

Bulletin  96.  Accessions  to  the  Chicago  Public  Library,  from 
June  1  to  September  1,  1910. 

Helps  for  teachers.    No.  1.    November,  1910. 

Chicago  Public  Library  Book  Bulletin,  for  January,  February, 
March,  April,  May  and  June,  1911. 

Chicago  Public  Library  Handbook.     Third  edition. 

Handbook  of  the  Hiram  Kelly  branch.     1911. 

Finding  list  of  English  prose  fiction  revised.     1911. 

The  library  also  prepared  the  material  for  the  following  pub- 
lications : 

Child  Welfare;  a  list  of  books  and  references  to  periodicals 
in  the  Chicago  Public  Library;  published  by  the  Chicago  Child 
Welfare  Exhibit. 

Chicago's  Care  of  the  Children;  published  by  the  Chicago 
Child  Welfare  Exhibit. 

Educational  Opportunities  in  Chicago ;  published  by  the  Coun- 
cil for  Library  and  Museum  Extension. 

Beginning  a  year  ago  last  February  the  Chicago  Public 
Library  has  had  in  progress  a  training  class  for  six  of  its-  four- 
teen divisions  of  service.  These  include,  however,  about  seventy- 
five  per  cent  of  the  270  employes.  The  purpose  of  the  training 
class  is  two-fold:  first,  to  recruit  the  service  with  trained  em- 
ployes, ready  to  take  hold  of  any  phase  of  the  work  without 
having  to  be  shown  all  the  details  and  without  the  usual  recur- 
rence of  annoying  errors  due  to  inexperience ;  second,  to  give  to 
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those  already  employed  in  the  library  an  opportunity  for  im- 
provement and  further  training  leading  to  promotional  examina- 
tions, and  incidentally  to  improved  service  for  the  library  gener- 
ally. Inasmuch  as  all  the  instruction  is  given  by  the  heads  of 
divisions,  the  daily  work  of  the  training  class  has  also  exercised 
a  strong  influence  in  keeping  the  supervisory  officers  in  touch 
with  the  actual  work  and  alive  to  the  newest  methods  of  im- 
proved service.  The  members  of  the  training  class  serve  without 
pay  during  the  time  they  are  receiving  instruction,  comprising  a 
period  of  seven  months,  at  the  end  of  which  time,  if  they  have 
passed  the  civil  service  examination,  they  are  eligible  to  appoint- 
ments in  the  main  building  or  in  the  branches.  Their  daily  work 
includes,  in  addition  to  lectures  on  library  economy,  so-called 
practice  work  whereby  they  obtain  an  all  around  experience 
for  the  various  grades  of  the  service.  They  are  also  assigned 
for  regular  work  in  some  of  the  branches  and  for  relief  work 
during  the  absence  of  the  regular  staff.  There  have  been  two 
classes  thus  far,  the  members  of  the  second  class  being  just 
about  to  complete  their  term  of  work  leading  to  an  examina- 
tion by  the  Civil  Service  Commission.  Of  the  regular  employes 
of  the  library  who  have  taken  up  the  work,  one  course  at  a  time, 
many  have  passed  promotional  examinations  which  have  given 
them  better  positions  and  have  also  resulted  in  improved  service. 
Sixty-six  of  the  employes  entered  the  first  class,  and  many  of 
the  same  employes  have  continued  their  work  with  the  second 
class. 

The  Chicago  Public  Library  is  the  first  of  the  municipal  de- 
partments to  undertake  regular  and  systematic  training  for  its 
own  service.  Other  city  departments  are  now  planning  to  do  so. 

The  minutes  of  the  Library  Board  proceedings,  in  printed 
form,  bear  evidence  of  the  activity  of  the  library  during  the  past 
year.  The  successive  steps  need  not  therefore  be  re-enumerated 
here. 

The  thanks  of  the  librarian  are  due  in  full  measure  to  the 
members  of  the  Library  Board  and  to  the  members  of  the  staff 
and  the  Secretary  for  helpful  and  cordial  co-operation,  ungrudg- 
ingly given. 

HENRY  E.  LEGLER, 

Librarian. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


Home  circulation,  2,256,022,  a  gain  of  451,010  over  previous  year. 

School  circulation,  60,586. 

Daily  average  circulation,  7,397. 

Number  of  branches,  16;  delivery  stations,  104;  deposit  stations, 
23;  school  deposits,  80.  Total  number  of  agencies,  223. 

Books  issued  in  Reference  Room,  exclusive  of  open  shelf  volumes, 
379,946. 

Books  issued  in  Art  Room,  98,980. 

Volumes  consulted  in  Document  Room:  Patents,  124,930;  public 
documents,  13,869;  bound  files  of  newspapers,  7,565;  miscellaneous, 
1,451. 

Number  of  employees  in  all  departments,  275;  total  pay-roll, 
$183,190. 

Number  of  card  holders,  129,874. 

GROWTH  OF  THE  LIBRARY 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  on  May  31,  1911,  was 
448,073,  a  net  increase  of  45,225  over  the  number  reported  at 
the  close  of  last  year.  The  gross  accessions  of  the  year  num- 
bered 58,644  volumes.  Of  these,  54,504  were  purchased,  2,070 
were  donated,  1,405  were  acquired  by  binding  periodicals  from 
the  various  branches,  340  by  binding  reports  and  pamphlets,  1 
was  taken  from  the  duplicate  room,  1  was  received  in  exchange 
and  323  were  books  which  had  been  lost  and  paid  for,  or  miss- 
ing in  previous  years  and  now  recovered  and  re-accessioned. 

There  were  deducted  from  the  total  number  of  volumes  in 
the  library  during  the  past  year  the  following  items :  Books 
worn  out  and  withdrawn  from  circulation,  10,020;  books  lost 
and  paid  for,  716;  books  unaccounted  for  in  the  annual  inven- 
tory of  1909-10,  2,552;  books  not  recovered  from  delinquent 
borrowers  in  1909-10,  131.  Of  the  books  worn  out  and  withdrawn 
from  circulation,  3,223  were  English  prose  fiction,  5,411  were 
juvenile  books,  820  were  books  in  foreign  languages,  and  566 
in  all  other  classes. 

The  entire  amount  expended  for  books  was  $46,283.09,  which 
includes  purchases  for  branch  libraries  and  reading  rooms. 
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HOME  CIRCULATION 

The  Circulation  Department  of  the  main  library  was  open 
on  305  days  during  the  year.  The  department  was  closed  on 
Sundays  and  holidays,  but  was  open  on  week-days  from  9  a.  m. 
to  8:30  p.  m.  Exclusive  of  school  circulation,  the  total  number 
of  books  issued  for  home  use  was  2,256,022,  an  increase  of 
451,010  volumes,  or  twenty-five  per  cent,  over  the  previous  year. 
The  total  daily  average  home  circulation  was  7,397  as  compared 
with  a  total  daily  average  of  5,938  of  the  previous  year.  The 
largest  number  of  books  issued  for  home  circulation  in  any  one 
day  at  the  main  library  was  8,277  on  February  23,  1911;  the 
smallest  number  3,148,  on  February  6,  1911.  The  fines  received 
from  delinquent  book  borrowers  amounted  to  $12,851.36.  The 
number  of  notices  sent  to  borrowers  and  guarantors  was  37,462. 
The  total  home  circulation,  including  the  branches  and  deposit 
collections,  is  shown  in  the  following  table,  month  by  month, 
giving  the  monthly  average  home  circulation  for  the  past  two 
years.  The  branches  were  open  for  circulation  on  every  day 
of  the  year  except  Christmas,  Fourth  of  July  and  Sundays  from 
June  15  to  September  15. 


1910-1911 

1909-1910 

Month 

Days 

26 
25 
27 
25 
26 
25 
26 
25 
22 
27 
25 
26 

Circulation 

Week 
Day 
Av'ge 

Month 

Days 

Circulation 

Week 
Day 
Av'ge 

June    

160,378 
145,881 
156,629 
155,845 
174,257 
197,486 
203,500 
218,180 
205,441 
238,849 
209,151 
190,425 

6,168 
5,835 
5,801 
6,234 
6,702 
7,899 
7,827 
8,727 
9,338 
8,846 
8,366 
7,324 

June    

26 
26 
26 
25 
26 
25 
26 
25 
22 
27 
25 
25 

143,722 
134,007 
130,891 
131,496 
142,338 
156,142 
146,778 
152,732 
160,748 
182,921 
162,825 
160,412 

5,528 
5,154 
5,034 
5,260 
5,475 
6,246 
5,645 
6,109 
7,307 
6,775 
6,513 
6,416 

July 

July    

August        .    . 

August    

September    .  . 
October   

September 
October    .  . 
November 
December 
January    .  . 
February    . 
March    

November    .  . 
December    .  . 
January    
February    .  .  . 
March.    .  . 

April    

April    

May    

May   

Total     .... 

Total    

i 

305 

2,256,022 

7,422 

304 

1,805,012 

5,955 

The  number  of  books  loaned  on  requisitions  received  from 
libraries  outside  of  the  city,  asking  for  the  loan  of  books  under 
the  inter-library  loan  plan,  was  192. 
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The  recorded  circulation  of  books  deposited  in  public  schools 
increased  from  606  the  previous  year  to  60,586.  Since  May, 
1910,  the  deposit  stations  have  increased  from  6  to  23,  exclusive 
of  schools,  80  of  which  were  reached.  These  figures  are  also 
exclusive  of  settlements  and  collections  in  charge  of  social 
agencies.  The  number  of  books  on  deposit  May  31  was  8,086; 
the  books  shipped  during  the  year  numbered  18,219,  and  the 
circulation  was  as  follows : 

Deposit   stations    62,921 

Settlements  and  branches 2,754 

Schools    60,586 


Total    126,261 

In  the  schools  used  as  social  centers  and  in  11  other  schools 
no  record  of  circulation  was  kept.  The  school  circulation  was 
as  follows: 


School  Vols.  sent 

Burley    441 

Copernicus    554 

Crerar   401 

Doolittle    550 

Farragut    827 

Gary    70 

Humboldt    1,000 

Langland    307 

Longfellow     650 

Lowell    701 

Marsh 200 

Medill    450 

Monteflore    300 

Thorp    360 

West  Pullman    596 

Other  Schools    . 


Circulation 
4,308 
2,551 
3,383 
3,222 
5,691 

318 
6,874 
3,963 
3,485 
5,644 
2,363 
2,228 

778 
2,788 
5,265 
6,723 


7,407 


60,586 


In  West  Pullman  the  children  are  required  to  write  book 
reviews  as  a  part  of  their  English  work,  thus  also  calling  at- 
tention of  the  other  children  to  books  they  have  not  read. 
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The  branch  circulation  figures  for  the  year  are  as  follows : 

Station.      Direct.  Total. 

Austin     4,543         57,565  62,108 

Blackstone     5,189         82,558  87,747 

Burr    989         39,853  40,842 

Cornell   Square    (7   months) 925        16,170  17,095 

Hebrew    Institute    (8    months) 20,621         28,621  49,242 

Lawndale    (10  months)    806         28,191  28,997 

Lewis    Institute    10,555         73,929  84,484 

Lincoln  Center   6,349        42,705  49,054 

Logan  Square   (6  months) 761        19,156  19,917 

Mark  White   (7  months) 971         16,470  17,441 

Seward   Park    ( 7   months) 2,207          2,365  4,572 

Sherman    Park    2,678         23,041  25,719 

West  Park  One   (8  months) 2,078         20,087  22,165 

West    Park   Two 11,344         42,077  53,421 

West  26th   Street 6,512         22,552  29,064 

Walker    (1    month) 586  586 

CLASSIFICATION   OF  THE   CIRCULATION 

The  classification  of  the  books  issued  for  home  reading  at 
the  main  library  and  through  the  delivery  stations,  showing  the 

number  of   volumes   and   the  percentage   of   each    class,  is   as 
follows : 

Volumes.  Pet. 

English  prose  fiction    723,685  43.24 

Juvenile  literature  545,609  32.60 

History  and  biography    52,050  3.11 

Geography  and  travels  29,121  1.74 

Sciences   and   arts 134,896  8.06 

Poetry    and    drama 45,189  2.70 

Foreign    languages    94,561  5.65 

Miscellaneous 48,536  2.90 


1,673,647         100.00 


REGISTRATION 


During  the  three  years  ending  May  31,  1911,  the  statistics 
of  the  Registry  Department  show  that  145,761  cards  were  is~ 
sued.  There  were  cancelled  during  this  period  15,887  cards, 
leaving  the  number  of  live  cards  outstanding  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  129,874.  Of  the  total  number  of  cards  issued  during  the 
year  14,123  were  applied  for  at  the  main  library  and  43,190  at 
the  delivery  stations  and  branches.  There  were  issued  923 
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teachers'  cards,  22,668  non-fiction  cards,  788  vacation  cards,  5,735 
juvenile  cards,  and  54  research  cards.  Number  of  cards  lost 
and  replaced  by  new  cards  was  4,592. 

DELIVERY    STATIONS 

The  circulation  of  books  for  home  use  through  the  delivery 
stations  was  1,075,376,  a  decrease  of  60,472  as  compared  with 
last  year.  The  number  of  delivery  stations  in  operation  at  the 
close  of  the  year  was  104,  as  compared  with  88  the  previous 
year.  The  amount  expended  for  compensation  of  delivery  sta- 
tion keepers  and  for  transportation  service,  including  salaries 
of  motor  wagon  operators,  was  $17,951.17. 

REFERENCE   ROOM 

The  number  of  recorded  visitors  to  the  Reference  Room 
was  153,539.  The  total  number  of  volumes  issued  from  the 
stack  rooms  was  379,946,  which  shows  an  increase  of  15,461  vol- 
umes when  compared  with  last  year's  report.  No  estimate  is 
possible  of  the  number  of  open-shelf  books  used  in  the  room. 
The  average  number  of  readers  counted  in  the  room  at  the  close 
of  each  hour  from  9  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m.  was  78.  The  maximum 
average  attendance  each  day  was  at  3  o'clock,  when  122  readers 
were  present.  The  largest  attendance  at  any  one  time  was  293, 
at  3  o'clock  on  January  21,  1911. 

The  classification  of  books  used  in  the  Reference  Room  is 
as  follows : 

Volumes.  Pet. 

Arts   and   sciences 110,588  29.10 

History    and    biography 60,456  15.90 

Bound    periodicals    57,997  15.30 

Geography    and    travels 35,654  9.40 

Language    and    literature 66,663  17.60 

All  other  classes   .  48,588  12.70 


379,946         100.00 
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ART    ROOM 

The  Art  Room  was  visited  by  31,462  readers,  who  consulted 
98,980  books.  Exhibits  of  illustrated  books  and  engravings 
were  given  during  the  year,  covering  the  following  subjects: 
United  States  Army  and  Navy;  Oil  and  Water  Color  Painting; 
Posters,  Book  Cover  Designs  and  Book  Plates;  American  Art 
and  Artists;  Portraits  of  Famous  People;  Historic  and  Fancy 
Costumes;  the  Theater;  Flowers  and  Landscape  Gardening. 

READING-ROOM 

The  average  number  of  persons  present  in  the  Reading-Room 
at  the  close  of  each  hour  from  9  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m.  was  215.  The 
maximum  average  attendance  throughout  the  ygar  was  at  3 
o'clock,  when  316  readers  were  counted,  as  against  321  during 
the  year  before.  The  largest  number  present  in  the  room  at  one 
time  was  493,  on  February  28,  1911,  at  3  o'clock. 

The  number  of  newspapers  and  magazines  on  file  in  the 
Reading-Room  is  1,320. 

The  amount  expended  for  newspapers  and  periodicals  for 
all  the  branches  and  reading-rooms  was  $7,242.55.  The  South 
Park  Commissioners  supplied  the  magazines  for  reading-rooms 
Nos.  7—11. 

PATENT  REPORTS  AND  PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS 

The  attendance  in  the  Room  for  Patent  Reports  and  Public 
Documents  was  32,152  during  the  year.  There  were  consulted 
in  this  room  124,930  volumes  of  patent  reports  and  13,869  vol- 
umes of  public  documents.  Of  bound  volumes  of  newspapers, 
7,575  were  used;  also  1,451  volumes  of  certain  scientific  journals 
which  are  kept  in  this  department. 

BOOKS   FOR  THE   BLIND 

The  collection  of  books  for  the  blind  now  numbers  1,358 
volumes,  comprising  606  volumes  in  Braille  print,  448  volumes 
in  Moon  type,  250  volumes  in  American  Line,  and  54  volumes 
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in  New  York  Point.  127  volumes  were  added  during  the  year. 
There  were  circulated  for  home  use  1,844  volumes,  of  which 
1,320  were  in  Braille  print,  420  in  Moon  type,  63  in  Line  letter 
and  41  in  New  York  Point ;  100  volumes  were  used  at  the  main 
library. 

ADMINISTRATION 

The  entire  number  of  persons  employed  in  all  departments 
of  the  library  service  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  275,  an  in- 
crease of  thirty  over  last  year.  The  pay-rolls  of  the  main  library, 
branches  and  reading-rooms  amounted  to  $183,190. 

BINDING 

The  number  of  volumes  bound  during  the  year  was  39,306. 
Of  these  34,660  were  newly  bound  or  rebound,  and  4,646  were 
resewed  in  the  old  covers.  There  were  repaired  in  the  Binding 
Department  39,643  books;  8,676  were  repaired  at  the  binderies. 
The  books  relabeled  during  the  year  numbered  62,424  volumes. 
The  amount  expended  for  binding  was  $16,858.75. 

ANNUAL    INVENTORY 

The  total  number  of  books  missing  at  the  close  of  the  year 
was  4,126,  as  compared  with  2,626  in  1909-10.  Of  these  1,028 
are  missing  at  the  main  library,  2,943  in  the  branches,  and  155 
in  the  deposit  collections.  Of  the  books  unaccounted  for  in  last 
year's  inventory,  74  have  since  been  found. 

CATALOGUE    DEPARTMENT 

During  the  year  16,018  volumes  were  catalogued  and  classi- 
fied. Of  these  4,862  were  new  titles,  8,015  were  extra  copies 
and  3,141  were  replacements.  No  record  has  been  kept  of  con- 
tinuations of  either  books  or  periodicals. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  public  card  catalogue  19,576 
cards,  7,622  of  them  being  subject  cards.  Additions  and  cor- 
rections comprised  5,016  cards.  The  official  card  catalogue  was 
augmented  by  21,448  cards. 

There  were  ordered  from  the  Library  of  Congress  for  the 
main  building  5,922  titles,  for  which  4,268  were  received,  and 
1,654  cards  ordered  were  not  received. 
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APPENDIX  B. 
CLASSIFICATION  OP  THE  LIBRARY. 


Total 

Accessions 
of  the  Year 


Net 

Accessions 
of  the  Year 


Total  No. 

Volumes 

in  Library 


History    1,442 

Biography 1,234 

Travels    1,338 

Poetry  and  drama '  1,532 

Essays  and  miscellanies 410 

Polygraphy  and  collected  works  499 

Fine  Arts    1,567 

Natural  sciences 1,324 

Useful  arts  (including  patents)  2,258 

Political  and  social  science.  .  .  1,470 

Language  and  literature 1,236 

Mental  and  moral  science 956 

Ancient  classics    91 

Religion     502 

Medicine     332 

Law 47 

Periodicals  and  newspapers.  .  .  1,447 
Government      documents      and 

State  papers 1,143 

Bibliography    239 

Dictionaries  and  encyclopaedias  422 

English  prose  fiction 15,450 

Juvenile    literature 21,344 

German   literature 196 

French  literature 281 

Italian  literature 8 

Spanish    literature 0 

Portuguese    literature 0 

Dutch   literature. 2 

Bohemian  literature 223 

Polish  literature 309 

Russian  literature :  .  .  .  .  117 

Scand  navian  literature 380 

Hungarian  literature 5 

Lithuanian  literature 512 

Welsh  literature 0 

Yiddish   literature 201 

Japanese  and  Chinese  literature  0 

Books  for  the  blind 127 

Total  .  58,644 


,286 
,165 
,243 
,449 
364 
499 
,410 
,190 
,959 
,380 
,142 
890 
78 
483 
286 
43 
1,437 

1,143 

236 

381 

11,312 

14,362 

241 

205 

11 

5 

0 

7 

130 
257 
112 
260 
4 

512 
0 

152 

0 

127 


25,046 

16,771 

15,024 

10,214 

5,487 

4,704 

9,780 

12,326 

27,891 

12,445 

9,844 

7,403 

1,708 

8,277 

1,658 

1,303 

49,656 

26,843 

4,707 

6,663 

79,131 

52,126 

25,023 

11,990 


1,674 

1,190 

44 

1,487 

4,708 

2,209 

686 

7,250 

140 

618 

6 

550 

133 

1,358 


45,255 


448,073 
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BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
1911-1912 
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GRAHAM  TAYLOR    "  1912 

ANTONIO  LAGORIO  "  1912 

MORTIMER   FRANK    "  1913 

HENRY  V.  FREEMAN   "  1913 

HORATIO  L.  WAIT   "  1913 

MAX    HENIUS    "  1914 
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HARRY  G.  WILSON,  Secretary  to  the  Board 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 
1911-1912 

Library:     MESSRS.  STERN,  FRANK  AND  HENIUS. 
Administration:    MESSRS.  WAIT,  LAGORIO  AND  HENIUS. 
Branches:    MESSRS.  TAYLOR,  STERN  AND  KSYCKI. 
Delivery  Stations:     MESSRS.  FRANK,  FREEMAN  AND  KSYCKI. 
Buildings  and  Grounds:    MESSRS.  LAGORIO,  WAIT  AND  FRANK. 
Finance:     MESSRS.  FREEMAN,  STERN  AND  HENIUS. 
By-Laws:    MESSRS.  KSYCKI,  LAGORIO  AND  TAYLOR. 


MEMBERS   OF  THE   BOARD  FROM    ITS   ORGANIZATION,   APRIL   11,    1872, 

JULY   1,   1912,   WITH  THEIR  TERMS  OF  SERVICE. 

PRESIDENTS  PRINTED  IN  CAPITALS. 


TO 


Allen,  James  Lane 1880-1882 

*Anthony,  Elliott 1872-1877 

Armstrong,  Geo.  B 1881-1882 

Armstrong,  Geo.  B 1908-1911 

Barr,  Alfred  E 1899-1899 

BEEBE,  WM.  H 1887-1889 

*Billings,  Albert  M 1875-1878 

*Blodgett,  Edward  A 1908-1910 

BOWERS,  JAMES  F 1901-1908 

Bradley,  J.  Harley 1887-1887 

*BRINE,  GEO.  J 1886-1887 

Brosseau,  Z.  P 1893-1896 

BROSSEAU,  Z.  P 1901-1907 

*CALLAGHAN,  B 1880-1896 

CIGRAND,  B.  J 1903-1910 

*Curran,  Wm 1882-1883 

Despres,  Samuel   1903-1906 

Diener,  T.  C 1893-1895 

DREYER,  EDW.  S 1889-1895 

ECKHART,  JOHN  W 1901-1907 

Egan,  Dennis  J 1903-1905 

*Enright,  John  W 1883-188S 

*Forrester,  Rob't  H 1879-1880 

Frank,  Mortimer  1910-1913 

FRANKS,  JACOB  1897-1903 

Freeman,  Henry  V 1910-1913 

Fyffe,  Colin  C.  H 1903-1905 

Garibaldi,  John  G 1900-1902 

*Gunderson,  S.  T 1895-1898 

HAMILTON,  JOHN  B 1896-1898 

*Hatch,  Azel  F 1890-1893 

*HATCH,  AZEL  F 1894-1900 

*Hayes,  Samuel  S 1872-1875 

Hedenberg,  James  W. ..  .1895-1898 

Heldmann,  Geo.  D 1902-1903 

Herhold,  Frederick  H. ..  .1897-1901 

HIRSCH,  EMIL  G 1888-1897 

Hotz,  Ferdinand  C 1875-1881 

*HoYNE,  THOS 1872-1875 

Hutchinson,  Chas.  L 1898-1901 

Hynes,  Wm.  J 1881-1887 

*Kadlec,  L.  W -.1880-1889 

Kaspar,  Wm 1889-1894 

Keeley,  Thos.  F 1894-1897 

*Kent,  Wm.  D 1888-1889 

Kuflewski,  W.  A 1899-1902 


Lewke,  Otto  W 1897-1900 

Lindstrand,  Frans  A 1903-1906 

*LOEWENTHAL,  B 1875-1882 

Lowe,  John  W 1902-1906 

McCoRMiCK,  ROB'T  S 1895-1901 

MacMillan,  T.  C 1882-1887 

Mannhardt,  Emil  1885-1888 

Mason,  George   1874-1880 

Meeker,  Arthur   1900-1903 

*Moos,  Bernhard  1887-1896 

*Moses,  Adolph  1882-1888 

Novak,  John  L 1905-1908 

ONAHAN,  WM.  J 1874-1881 

PEABODY,  FRANCIS  S 1899-1903 

PLAMONDON,  CHAS.  A 1899-1902 

*Queal,  Rob't  F 1872-1876 

*Raster,    Hermann    1872-1875 

Rawson,  Frederick  H ....  1908-1911 

Rend,  Wm.  P 1889-1892 

Rogers,  Henry  W 1883-1885 

*Rosenthal,  Julius  1872-1875 

ROULSTON,  ROBERT  J 1905-1911 

RUBENS,  HARRY  1879-1885 

Ryan,  Andrew  J 1898-1899 

*Schmidt,  Ernst   1881-1882 

*Scranton,  Abner  R 1876-1879 

*Sheahan,  James  W 1872-1874 

*Shields,  Michael 1902-1903 

*SHOREY,  DANIEL  L 1872-1880 

*SHORTALL,  JOHN  G 1886-1895 

*Smith,    Pliny   B 1888-1894 

*Smith,   Robert   J 1890-1893 

Smith,  Sidney    1877-1879 

*Smyth,  John  M 1892-1895 

Sprague,  Otho  S.  A 1878-1881 

Stern,  Julius   1906-1912 

*Swazey,  Arthur  1885-1887 

Taylor,   Graham    1906-1912 

Umbdenstock,  Mich'l   1887-1890 

Van  Osdel,  John  M 1896-1899 

Wait,  Horatio  L 1910-1913 

*WALKER,   J.   B 1875-1883 

Waterman,  Arba  N 1908-1910 

*Wells,  Wm.  H 1882-1885 

*  Williams,  Norman    1887-1889 

*Woodard,    Willard    .      ..1872-1874 


Lagorio,  Antonio  1906-1912 

*Sheahan,  Jas.  W.,  Acting  Secretary  from  April  11  to  July  20,  1872. 
*Wickersham,  W.  B.,  Secretary  from  July  20,  1872,  to  October  15,  1908. 
Wilson,  Harry  G.,  Acting  Secretary,  October  15,  1908,  to  March  11,  1909. 

Secretary  since  March  11,  1909. 
*Poole,  Wm.  F.,  LL.  D.,  Librarian'  from  'October  25,  1873,  to  August  1, 

1887. 

Hild,  Frederick  H.,  Librarian  from  October  15,  1887,  to  April  30,  1909. 
Roden,  Carl  B.,  Acting  Librarian  front  May  1,  1909,  to  October  11,  1909. 
Legler,  Henry  E.,  Librarian  since  October  11,  1909. 
*Deceased. 
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J.  Frank  James  Mary  E.  Rae 
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Walter  B.  Flintrup 

Alexander  S.  La  Zoris 

Paul  B.  Teeter 

DOCUMENTS   AND  CIVICS  ROOM 

Charles  R.  Barnes,  Head  Assistant  in  Charge  of  Documents 
Agnes  Donoghue  Edith  Kammerling 

James  J.  Concannon,  Page 

INSTRUCTIONAL  DIVISION 
Faith  E.  Smith,  Director  of  Training  Class 

Gertrude  H.  Andrews  Jessie  M.  Lawson 

Lorene  Campbell  Ella  B.  Marshall 

Roey  Cowen  Ethel  Owen 

Muriel  Dunne  Naomi  W.  Pollard 

Helen  H.  Forman  Mary  Pomerene 

Bertha  Furchgott  Florence  C.  A.  Quinn 

Olive  Griffith  Erva  E.  Romaine 
Josephine  M.  Johnson 
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Reidar  Arentz,  Chief 
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REGISTRY  DIVISION 
Lilyan  G.  Morawski,  Chief 
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Anna  Olsen 
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Catherine  Thomson 
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Joseph  F.  Negoski,  Page 

EVENING  DIVISION 
Benjamin  M.  Smith,  Chief 

Nathan  Levin 
Howard  B.  Maguire 
Dominick  J.  Porto 
Joseph  Rosenberg 
William  Sheridan 
Charles  E,  Stuart 
Reuben  Weinhouse 


BRANCHES  DIVISION 

John  F.  Phelan,  Chief 
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Dorothy  Bastin  Catherine  McNulty 

Nora  Beust  Faith  Mix/ 

Nellie  E.  Doran  Mamie  Neylen 
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*Assistant  Chief,  Reference  Division 
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Augusta  G.  Kessell,  Library  assistant  in  charge 
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HAMILTON  PARK  BRANCH 

Frances  C.  Cantner,  Library  assistant  in  charge 

Emerene  Rose 

HAMLIN   PARK  BRANCH 

Maude  Blake,  Branch  Librarian 

Theodore  Roane,  Page 

HEBREW  INSTITUTE  BRANCH 
Mathilda  S.  Nodek,  Branch  Librarian 
Harriet  I.  Baer  Charles  H.  Jaffe,  Page 
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Myrtle  E.  Sette,  Branch  Librarian 
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FORTIETH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF 

THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


To  THE  HONORABLE,  THE  MAYOR  AND  MEMBERS,  OF  THE  COM- 
MON COUNCIL,  CITY  OF  CHICAGO. 

Gentlemen:  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago  Public 
Library  presents  the  following  report  of  the  library  for  the  year 
ended  May  31,  1912,  being  the  fortieth  annual  report. 

The  work  of  the  library  has  continued  to  expand  and  its  in- 
fluence in  the  city  is  steadily  growing.  The  increase  in  the  use 
of  non-fiction,  vacation,  juvenile  and  research  cards  indicates 
the  wider  range  of  its  activities. 

The  total  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  is  now  481,708 
a  net  increase  of  33,635  during  the  year.  The  total  circulation 
of  books  for  home  use  was  2,587,232  (exclusive  of  books  taken 
for  school  class-room  libraries).  Of  this  number  1,037,363  were 
circulated  directly  from  the  branches.  In  this  connection  it  is 
noteworthy  that  during  the  month  of  March,  1912,  the  direct 
circulation  from  the  branches  was  almost  as  great  as  the  entire 
circulation  of  books  from  all  sources  for  the  month  of  March, 
1905. 

On  account  of  the  restricted  income  from  taxes  the  Board 
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was  compelled  to  make  book  purchases  from  the  accumulated 
income  of  the  various  trust  funds. 

Books  for  branches  other  than  the  Kelly  Branch  were  pur- 
chased from  the  Kelly  Fund  income  to  the  extent  of  $7,057.09 
and  $738.75  was  drawn  from  the  Ryder  Fund  income  for  the 
more  expensive  books,  generally  designated  as  art  books. 

The  current  income  of  the  Kelly  Fund  was  set  aside  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  Kelly  Branch  Library,  which  completes  its 
first  year  June  22,  1912. 

The  work  at  this  branch  has  surpassed  all  expectations  and 
fully  justifies  the  location  selected  for  the  first  branch  library 
built  by  the  Board. 

The  branches  which  circulate  books  directly  from  the  shelves 
now  number  thirty-six,  an  increase  of  eight  'during  the  year. 
This  includes  the  branches  maintained  in  commercial  and  in- 
dustrial establishments. 

During  the  year  two  distinctively  new  departments  were 
opened;  first  the  deposit  collections  in  the  outlying  sections  of 
the  city  where  it  was  impossible  to  give  adequate  service  through 
the  delivery  stations.  These  collections  consist  of  300  to  600 
volumes  which  are  delivered  complete  with  the  necessary  cards, 
application  blanks,  etc.,  to  the  place  selected  and  are  then  cir- 
culated direct  by  the  person  in  charge.  The  collection  is  left 
there  for  six  months  to  one  year,  and  is  then  replaced  by  another. 
This  service  is  found  to  be  very  effective  and  is  economical  in 
administration. 

The  second  new  department  is  the  Civics  Room,  located  at 
the  Randolph  street  entrance  of  the  main  building.  This  room 
was  opened  May  1,  and  has  already  proven  its  great  usefulness. 
The  following  extract  from  a  letter  written  by  the  President  to 
the  members  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  the  Board  in  January, 
recommending  the  opening  of  this  department  outlines  its  prin- 
cipal features: 

"A  vast  amount  of  material  flows  in  a  steady  stream  into 
the  library  from  all  states  and  principal  cities  of  the  United 
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States,  and  from  many  localities  of  Europe,  Asia,  South  Africa, 
Australia  and  New  Zealand,  giving  the  results  of  commission 
investigations  and  personal  studies  by  students,  scientists  and 
governmental  investigations  on  such  subjects  as  housing,  public 
market,  electrification  of  terminals,  parks  and  playgrounds,  beach 
facilities  and  recreation  piers,  social  centers,  milk  inspection, 
smoke  consumption  and  dozens  of  kindred  topics  affecting  the 
community  as  a  whole.  Vital  problems  of  many  kinds  are  just 
at  this  time  in  the  forefront  in  Chicago,  and  with  a  rapidly  ex- 
panding community  such  as  ours  will  continue  to  be  for  many 
years  to  come. 

"It  would  seem  that  the  Public  Library  would  render  no 
greater  added  service  than  to  place  at  the  disposal  of  the  city 
officials,  aldermen,  civic  organizations  and  citizens  generally,  the 
great  body  of  this  material  in  such  assimilated  form  as  to  be 
readily  usable,  showing  what  other  cities  are  doing  or  have 
done  in  the  same  directions,  the  method  pursued  by  them  and 
the  actual  results  which  have  grown  out  of  them." 

In  addition  to  the  material  above  referred  to  the  Civics 
Room  contains  city  and  telephone  directories  of  various  cities, 
trade,  catalogues,  periodicals  and  books  bearing  on  the  general, 
subject  of  municipal  government  in  its  various  phases. 

On  the  advice  of  the  Corporation  Counsel  the  general  lia- 
bility insurance  formerly  carried  by  the  Board  was  discontinued. 

Fire  insurance  on  the  library  building  in  the  amount  of 
$450,000  was  renewed  on  very  favorable  terms.  The  co-insur- 
ance clause  was  eliminated  and  straight  insurance  for  this  amount 
was  secured  in  the  best  companies  for  a  five  year  term  at  a  rate 
of  thirty-one  cents  per  hundred. 

The  trust  funds  aggregate  $278,000,  and  are  invested  in 
bonds.  A  list  of  these  securities  is  appended  to  the  report  of 
the  Secretary. 

We  would  again  call  your  attention  to  the  inadequate  rev- 
enue from  the  tax  levy  for  library  purposes  and  most  earnestly 
request  your  co-operation  in  securing  legislation  providing  for  a 
minimum  tax  rate  of  five  mills  on  the  dollar  of  the  assessed 
valuation.  The  large  increase  in  the  assessed  valuation  for  1911 
did  not  bring  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  tax  for  library 
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purposes  and  until  relief  is  afforded  in  the  way  suggested  the 
uncertainty  of  the  revenue  available  and  the  greatly  reduced 
amount  when  collected  and  placed  to  tfie  credit  of  the  library 
fund  not  only  hampers  the  work  as  now  carried  on  but  pro- 
hibits its  proper  extension  throughout  the  city. 

The  New  York  Public  Library  received  annually  about 
$800,000  from  taxes  and  $600,000  from  trust  funds.  The  Chi- 
cago Public  Library  will  receive  from  1911  tax  levy,  about,  $358,- 
000,  and,  about,  $12,000  income  from  its  trust  funds.  These 
figures  for  New  York  do  not  include  the  boroughs  of  Brooklyn 
or  Queens,  where  there  are  distinct  library  systems  with  revenue 
for  taxes  aggregating  over  $700,000. 

These  figures  demonstrate  the  great  need  of  a  change  in  the 
revenue  laws  of  the  State  so  far  as  the  library  tax  is  concerned, 
and  to  this  end  it  is  proposed  to  introduce  a  bill  at  the  next 
session  of  the  legislature  providing  for  a  minimum  tax  rate  as 
hereinbefore  mentioned.  . 

For  details  of  the  financial  operations  of  the  library  and 
statistics  regarding  the  work  of  the  year,  we  refer  to  the  reports 
of  the  Secretary  and  Librarian  hereto  appended. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

ROBERT  J.  ROULSTON,  President 
JULIUS  STERN,  Vice-President 
GRAHAM  TAYLOR, 
A.  LAGORIO, 
MORTIMER  FRANK, 
HENRY  V.  FREEMAN, 
HORATIO  L.  WAIT, 
MAX  HENIUS, 
PHILIP  M.  KSYCKI, 

Board  of  Directors. 

Chicago,  June  24,  1912. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY. 


Public  Library, 
Chicago,  June  24,  1912. 

To  THE   PRESIDENT  AND  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS,  THE  CHICAGO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Gentlemen:  As  required  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  Act 
of  the  General  Assembly,  under  which  the  Library  is  established 
and  maintained,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  financial  and 
statistical  statements  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1912: 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND. 

CASH    RECEIPTS   AND  DISBURSEMENTS   FOR   YEAR   ENDED    MAY   31,    1912. 

Receipts. 

Taxes  1909  and  prior  year $    1,489.04 

Taxes  1910  collected  June  1,  1911,  to  Dec.  31,  1911 181,704.09 

Taxes  1911  collected  Jan.  1,  1912,  to  May  31,  1912 144,558.42 

Unclaimed  wages  deposited  back 224.50 

Interest  on  cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 675.75 

Miscellaneous  receipts : 

Sale  finding  lists $   759.20 

Books  lost  and  paid  for 1,015.41 

Miscellaneous    1,540.19 

3,314.80 


$331,966.60 
Fines  for  retention  of  books   (paid  to  pension  fund 

— see  disbursements) 14,196.22 


Total  receipts  during  year $346,162.82 

Funds  June  1,  1911: 

Balance  cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer $  21,677.55 

Cash  in  banks  and  in  Secretary's  hands 1,702.50 

$369,542.87 
15 
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Disbursements. 

Books    $  32,270.59 

Finding  lists   2,679.12 

Binding 21,418.81 

Newspapers  and  periodicals  5,352.09 

Printing   and    stationery 5,428.99 

Salaries,  delivery  stations 14,733.54 

Salaries,  main  library 162,791.72 

Salaries,  branch  reading  rooms 33,861.28 

Delivery  stations,  misc 3,925.62 

Fuel   10,050.20 

Electric  supplies  and  repairs 517.88 

Furniture  and  fixtures 731.36 

Branch  reading  rooms,  misc 4,893.31 

Insurance    1,858.14 

Repairs,  alterations  and  improvements 3,816.42 

Elevator  supplies  and  repairs 238.48 

Miscellaneous  expense 2,774.16 

Janitors   expense    574.41 

Heating  and  generating  plant 1,174.39 

Freight   and    expressage 197.69 

Postage  1,214.08 

Books  lost  and  paid  for — refunds 170.76 

Blackstone  Branch  Library 400.91 

Kelly  Branch  Library   (building) 7,455.55 


Total  expenditures   $318,529.50 

Pension  Fund : 

Fines  received  paid  into  pension  fund $  14,196.22 


$332,725.72 
Security  Deposits: 

Deposits  refunded  $  3,244.10 

Deposits  for  library  cards  and  books    3,209.25  34.85 


$332,760.57 
Funds  May  31,  1912: 

Cash  in  hands  City  Treas. .- $35,144.65 

Cash  in  banks  and  in  hands  of  Sec- 
retary       1,667.65 

36,782.30 
$369,542.87 
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Sherman  Park  Fund : 

Balance  June  1,  1911   . 
Expended    for   books 
Balance  May  31,  1912. 


Miscellaneous  Funds. 


70.92 
29.08 


Austin  Branch  Insurance  Fund: 

Received  Feb.  29,  1912    

Expended   for  books    654.27 

Balance   May  31,   1912    1,845.73 


100.00 
100.00 

2,500.00 
2,500.00 


Trust  Funds. 
Cash  Receipts  and  Disbursements. 

Income  from  Investments : 

Hiram    Kelly    fund    11,445.99 

Wm.  H.   Ryder   fund    476.71 

Jerome   Beecher   fund    164.29 

H.  W.  Jackson   fund    52.03 

$12,139.02 
Balance  June  1,  1911,   in  bank    40,468.10 

$52,607.12 
Disbursements. 
Ryder  fund  income : 

Books    purchased    $     738.75 

Kelly  fund  income : 

Books   purchased    $  7,057.09 

Kelly  Branch  Library : 
Maintenance : 

Books    $1,453.17 

Periodicals    247.00 

Binding   339.33 

Heat  &  light   728.52 

Salaries     4,420.94 

Miscellaneous  238.77        7,427.73 

Equipment : 

Books     2,409.44 

Furniture  &  fixtures..  3,295.88 
Miscellaneous 1,049.69        6,755.01 

Spec,   assessment,   imp.   Mich.  Ave.  10,983.48      32,223.31 

Balances  May  31,  1912: 

Hiram  Kelly  fund  income   15,371.61 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  fund  income 1,882.90 

Jerome  Beacher  fund  income   2,268.64 

H.  W.  Jackson  fund  income  121.91        19,645.06      52,607.12 
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TRUST  FUNDS  AND  INVESTMENT  THEREOF. 

Trust  Funds : 

Hiram   Kelley  bequest $200,000.00 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  bequest   10,000.00 

Jerome  Beecher  bequest   2,000.00 

H.   W.   Jackson   bequest 1,000.00 

Hiram  Kelley  increment  65,000.00 

$278,000.00 

Investments : 

Municipal  bonds  $272,814.46 

Mortgage  loan  notes 4,500.00 

Certificate  of  deposit 406.59 

Cash  in  bank 278.95 

$278,000.00 

BOOKS. 

Number  of  books  in  Library  June  1,  1911 448,073 

Number  of  books  purchased  the  past  year 45,834 

Number  of  books  donated  the  past  year • 3,655 

Number  of  books  received  from  branches 1,015 

Other  sources    448 

Total  number  of  books  added  past  year 50,952 

Number  of  books  worn  out  the  past  year 10,340 

Number  of  books  lost  and  paid  for 912 

Number  of  books  delinquent  in  1910-11 183 

Number  of  books  missing  in  1910-11 3,607 

Number  of  books  lost  by  fire  at  Austin  Br 1,982 

Duplicate  volumes  disposed  of  1911-12 293 

Total  number  of  books  subtracted  the  past  year.              17,317 
Total  net  additions  the  past  year 33,635 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  Library  June  1,  1912 481,708' 

Total  number  of  volumes  unaccounted  for  in  inventory  of  1912 3,695 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  G.  WILSON, 

Secretary. 

State  of  Illinois,      | 
County  of  Cook.  \  ss' 

I,  H.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago 
Public  Library,  do  solemnly  swear  that  the  foregoing  statements  are  true 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

H.  G.  WILSON, 

Secretary. 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  19th  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1912. 

JAMES  BUGGIE, 
Notary  Public. 
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Chicago,  June  24,  1912. 

We  have  audited  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Chicago  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1912,  and  find  them  to  be  correct. 
We  have  also  examined  the  foregoing  statements  and  compared  them  with 
the  books,  vouchers,  securities,  and  we  certify  them  to  be  correct. 

THE  INTERNATIONAL  AUDIT  Co., 

By  John  McLaren,  President. 


LIST  OF  SECURITIES. 

No.  of 

Bonds.  Description.  Rate. 

5  City  of  Chicago  Judgment  refunding  4l/2% 

5  City  of  Chicago  Judgment  refunding  4l/2% 
8  City  of  Chicago  Judgment  refunding  4l/2% 
1  City  of  Chicago  Judgment  refunding 

15  City  of  Chicago  City  Hall 4% 

15  City  of  Chicago  City  Hall A% 

15  City  of  Chicago  City  Hall 4% 

38  Lincoln  Park,  Town  of  Lake  View... 4% 

7  Lincoln   Park    4% 

13  West  Park  Commission 4% 

1  West  Park  Commission 4% 

3  West  Park  Commission 4% 

8  West  Park  Commission 4% 

6  West  Park  Commission 4% 

12  West  Park  Commission 4% 

2  West   Park  Commission 4% 

4  West  Park  Commission 4% 

8  West  Park  Commission 4% 

2  West  Park  Commission 4% 

2  West  Park  Commission 4% 

1  West  Park  Commission 4% 

2  West  Park  Commission 4% 

2  South    Park   Commission 4% 

7  South   Park   Commission 4% 

4  South    Park    Commission 4% 

32  South   Park  Commission 4% 

4  Sanitary  District   4% 

6  Sanitary  District   4% 

7  Sanitary  District    4% 

3  Sanitary  District   4% 

16  Sanitary  District  4% 

1  Sanitary  District    4% 

15  Sanitary  District   . . .- 4% 

3  School  District  No.  39,  Cook  County.. 4% 

1  North  Shore  Electric  Co 5% 

1  Central  Pacific  Railway  Co 4% 

Michael   Foley  note 5% 


Matur- 

Denomin- 

-ity. 

.  ation. 

Total. 

1924 

$1,000  ! 

P  5,000 

1925 

1,000 

5,000 

1926 

1,000 

8,000 

1927 

1,000 

1,000 

1927 

1,000 

15,000 

1928 

1,000 

15,000 

1929 

1,000 

15,000 

1923 

1,000 

38,000 

1925 

1,000 

7,000 

1916 

1,000 

13,000 

1917 

1,000 

1,000 

1918 

1,000 

3,000 

1919 

1,000 

8,000 

1920 

1,000 

6,000 

1921 

1,000 

12,000 

1922 

1,000 

2,000 

1923 

1,000 

4,000 

1924 

1,000 

8,000 

1926 

1,000 

2,000 

1927 

1,000 

2,000 

1928 

1,000 

1,000 

1930 

1,000 

2,000 

1918 

1,000 

2,000 

1919 

1,000 

7,000 

1921 

1,000 

4,000 

1923 

1,000 

32,000 

1919 

1,000 

4,000 

1920 

1,000 

6,000 

1922 

1,000 

7,000 

1923 

1,000 

3,000 

1926 

1,000 

16,000 

1928 

1,000 

1,000 

1930 

1,000 

15,000 

500 

1,500 

1922 

1,000 

1,000 

1949 

500 

500 

1913 

4,500 

4,500 

$277,500 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 


To  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  : 

Gentlemen:  Substantial  gains  in  every  department  of  the 
Library,  with  the  exception  of  the  Stations  Division,  are  shown 
by  the  figures  for  the  past  year.  The  circulation  of  books  in- 
creased approximately  one-third  of  a  million  issues,  the  total 
number  recorded  being  2,587,232.  The  school  circulation  grew 
from  60,586  to  79,994,  the  meagerness  of  the  special  collection 
for  this  purpose  precluding  greater  growth.  The  branches  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year  numbered  sixteen,  and  at  the  close 
there  were  twenty-four.  The  books  issued  in  the  Reference  room, 
exclusive  of  open  shelf  volumes,  numbered  415,063,  a  gain  of 
34,017  over  the  previous  year,  and  there  were  correspondingly 
large  gains  in  the  use  of  material  available  in  the  Art,  Periodicals, 
Patents  and  Documents  rooms. 

Last  year,  the  daily  average  circulation  was  8,455 ;  the  year 
prior,  the  daily  average  circulation  was  7,397. 

With  the  extension  of  the  service  to  the  public,  the  necessity 
for  larger  resources  has  been  felt  keenly  in  every  department  of 
work,  and  necessarily  much  remained  undone  which  would  have 
been  accomplished  had  means  been  commensurate  with  oppor- 
tunity. The  added  pressure  has  brought  more  urgently  than 
ever  to  the  attention  of  the  administrative  authorities  needed  phys- 
ical changes  in  the  Central  building,  and  has  made  evident  as 
well  the  inadequacy  of  facilities  in  many  sections  of  the  city 
demanding  library  service.  Some  of  the  problems  involved  may 
be  touched  upon  briefly  here. 

It  is  evident  that  in  planning  for  the  future,  the  extension 
of  work  in  the  branches  must  be  considered  in  relation  with  the 
delivery  station  system,  and  in  a  lesser  measure,  the  activities 
at  the  Central  building  are  also  interwoven.  Up  to  three  years 
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ago,  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  total  circulation  of  books  was 
effected  through  the  delivery  stations,  and  the  circulation  through 
the  one  branch  library  then  maintained  was  almost  negligible. 
The  twenty-three  branches  opened  since  then  have  produced 
practically  the  entire  gain  for  the.  annual  periods,  the  total  branch 
circulation  for  the  past  year  reaching  a  total  of  1,063,740.  Grati- 
fying as  is  this^record,  and  rapid  as,  unquestionably,  the  progress 
in  the  development  of  the  branch  service  has  been,  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  the  extension  could  not  be  carried  out  pursuant 
to  a  carefully  mapped  plan  based  on  population,  well-defined 
districts,  and  other  factors  which  should  control.  Instead,  per- 
force, the  branches  have  been  located  as  opportunity  offered  in 
buildings  where  quarters  could  be  secured,  serving  for  the  time 
being  at  least  the  needs  of  the  contiguous  neighborhoods.  This 
has  resulted  in  uneven  placing  of  agencies,  with  consequent  diffi- 
culties of  administration.  Thus,  in  certain  sections  of  the  city, 
intensive  and  splendid  work  is  carried  on,  while  in  other  sections 
large  areas  are  wholly  untouched  by  library  influences.  Only  by 
the  erection  of  branch  libraries  placed  with  due  regard  to  logical 
distribution  can  this  situation  be  remedied. 

When  the  time  arrives  that  related  groups  of  buildings  for 
library  use  can  be  placed  in  the  natural  geographical  divisions  of 
the  city,  it  will  be  possible  to  change  the  method  of  Stations 
delivery  in  the  interest  of  maximum  efficiency  and  economy.  For 
each  group  of  buildings  a  central  branch  building  with  sufficient 
stack  capacity  to  serve  as  a  reservoir  for  the  Stations  demands 
of  the  particular  district  can  be  so  located  as  to  permit  the  divi- 
sion of  the  automobile  delivery  service  now  focussed  at  the  main 
building.  This  will  obviate  the  necessity  for  the  long  runs  now 
required  to  serve  an  area  of  nearly  200  square  miles,  with  north 
and  south  limits  distant  twenty-six  miles  from  each  other.  These 
central  buildings  can  be  equipped  fully  with  reference  material 
which  it  would  be  inadvisable  to  duplicate  in  the  smaller  sur- 
rounding branch  libraries,  but  which  would  be  available  for  their 
use  upon  call.  It  is  recognized  that  the  Stations  delivery  system, 
serving  the  recreative  demands  of  patrons  and  without  resources 


22  THE   CHICAGO    PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

for  the  educative  side  of  the  work,  is  ,but  a  makeshift  at  best. 
There  are  serious  disadvantages  in  the  conduct  of  this  service, 
but  until  a  sufficient  number  of  branches  can  be  provided, — 
and  it  does  not  seem  likely  that  this  consummation  will  be  real- 
ized for  many  years  to  come— most  of  the  stations  must  be 
retained  and  those  displaced  succeeded  by  new  stations  elsewhere. 
When  the  stage  is  reached  that  every  section  of  the  city  finds 
ample  provision  within  reasonable  distances,  the  Stations  de- 
livery will  prove  useful  for  supplementing  from  the  Main  build- 
ing the  permanent  collections  in  the  branches. 

Owing  to  the  remoteness  of  the  working  quarters  of  the 
Stations  division  from  the  stacks,  the  work  cannot  be  performed 
as  expeditiously  nor  as  advantageously  as  would  be  possible 
otherwise.  The  labor  of  transporting  up  and  down  elevators 
and  twice  across  hallways  and  corridors,  nearly  a  million  volumes 
annually — all  of  which  would  be  unnecessary  were  physical  con- 
ditions in  the  building  rearranged  so  as  to  route  the  work  differ- 
ently— suggests  the  placing  of  this  division  adjacent  to  the  stacks 
and  to  the  shipping  shed.  This  can  be  done  by  connecting  the 
north  and  south  wings  by  means  of  a  two-story  extension  on  the 
Garland  Court  side  of  the  building.  The  top  story  would  give 
ample  space  to  the  too  limited  quarters .  now  occupied  by  the 
Open  Shelf  department;  would  obviate  many  of  the  hampering 
and  expensive  conditions  which  affect  the  Stations  deliveries, 
and  would  give  to  the  growing  needs  of  the  Schools  division 
the  room  admirably  suited  for  that  work  now  used  by  the  Sta- 
tions division. 

Another  rearrangement  desirable  in  the  Main  building  con- 
templates the  centralization  of  books  starred  for  reference  use, 
and  direct  access  to  them  from  the  reference  room.  For  carry- 
ing into  effect  this  plan,  it  will  be  necessary  to  equip  with  stacks 
the  upper  portion  of  the  room  used  as  a  bindery,  and  to  re- 
locate and  rearrange  the  administration  desk  in  the  Reference 
division  so  as  to  enable  readier  supervision  of  the  room  and  to 
bring  the  working  staff  nearer  to  the  source  of  supplies.  At  the 
same  time  measures  could  be  taken,  without  incurring  excessive 
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cost,  for  improvement  of  the  lighting  facilities  here.  It  would 
also  be  possible  to  secure  'such  rearrangement  and  amplification 
of  the  public  card  catalogue  as  present  pressure  upon  space 
renders  urgent.  The  proposed  rearrangement  involves  also  a 
space  for  women  workers  and  special  students  wishing  to  pur- 
sue their  labors  with  less  disturbance  than  is  possible  in  the 
general  Reference  room. 

Two  weeks  before  the  end  of  the  year  covered  by  this  sum- 
mary, a  Civics  room  was  opened  for  the  use  of  city  officials  and 
citizens  interested  in  questions  of  sociology,  economics,  political 
science,  education  and  municipal  affairs.  The  Assembly  hall, 
infrequently  used  heretofore  for  public  lectures,  has  been  con- 
verted without  large  expense  into  a  pleasant,  commodious  refer- 
ence room.  Located  directly  opposite  the  Documents  room,  the 
related  material  in  the  latter  department  is  made  easily  available. 
The  main  purpose  of  the  Civics  room  is  to  concentrate  in  one 
olace,  in  such  form  and  with  such  easy  access  as  to  be  conven- 
iently useful,  printed  and  other  material  dealing  with  every  phase 
of  the  numerous  questions  and  problems  that  arise  in  a  large 
and  rapidly  developing  city.  While  there  are  shelves  of  books 
bearing  on  these  topics,  the  greater  bulk  of  the  material  is  com- 
prised in  many  hundreds  of  pamphlet  cases  properly  labelled 
wherein  are  stored  fugitive  pamphlets,  official  reports  and  ephe- 
meral printed  matter  of  all  sorts, — all  extremely  valuable  data  to 
those  who  are  connected  with  the  direction  of  the  movements 
for  public  betterment  now  active  in  Chicago.  A  committee  of 
the  Chicago  Association  of  Commerce  which  has  recently  for- 
mally applied  for  assistance  at  the  Public  Library,  is  making  an 
exhaustive  and  scientific  study  of  the  question  of  electrification 
of  railroads.  Committees  of  the  City  Club  are  struggling  with 
questions  of  housing,  age  limit  in  employment,  extended  use  of 
school  buildings,  and  many  other  topics.  Similarly,  active  com- 
mittees of  the  Woman's  City  Club  are  engaged  in  voluntary 
contributions  to  social  and  community  betterment.  This  is  also 
true  of  the  Chicago  Woman's  Aid,  of  many  of  the  improvement 
clubs  which  are  locally  organized  in  nearly  every  ward  of  the 
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city,  and  other  organizations.  Their  need  in  this  direction  is 
emphasized  by  their  own  attempts  to  get  together  material  of 
this  sort  bearing  upon  the  particular  subjects  they  are  interested 
in  for  the  time  being. 

Of  the  great  value  which  such  a  department  will  prove  to  the 
aldermen  and  to  the  city  hall  departments,  there  is  no  need  to 
go  into  detail.  Constant  requisitions  from  the  City  Hall  are 
being  received,  and  to  enable  greatest  use,  provision  has  been 
made  whereby  entire  sections  of  the  material,  as  needed  or  as 
furnishing  information  upon  pending  ordinances,  may  be  trans- 
ported to  some  suitable  place  of  consultation  in  the  City  Hall, 
for  periods  of  sufficient  duration  to  give  fullest  measure  of  op- 
portunity. 

Other  uses,  important  though  perhaps  minor,  which  suggest 
themselves  are  in  connection  with  the  universities  and  other  in- 
stitutions of  learning. 

To  carry  out  these  plans,  it  has  been  found  essential  that 
the  material  shall  be  fully  indexed  and  classified,  as  well  as  eval- 
uated. For  want  of  this  treatment,  what  may  well  be  termed  the 
most  live  and  productive  printed  matter  in  the  Library  has  hereto- 
fore been  consigned  to  the  literary  cemetery,  whence  it  has  seldom 
known  resurrection.  At  a  small  cost  for  vertical  files  and  pamph- 
let boxes,  a  suitable  place  for  housing  the  material  has  been 
equipped  on  the  first  floor  of  the  Library.  In  connection  there- 
with a  Business  Information  Bureau  is  maintained,  giving  to 
business  concerns  a  short  cut  to  facts  needed  in  every-day  trans- 
actions. Gazetteers,  city  directories,  maps  showing  postal  and 
trade  routes,  cable  codes,  files  of  house  organs,  railway  time 
tables,  trolley  maps  and  maps  of  cities  and  states,  maritime  and 
commercial  atlases,  trade  periodicals,  a  working  collection  of 
books  on  business  topics,  including  accounting  and  efficiency 
methods,  and  an  alphabetically  arranged  collection  of  the  latest 
Chicago  manufacturers'  catalogues  have  been  grouped  here  for 
quick  and  convenient  reference. 

Mention  has  been  made  of  the  extension  work  through 
branches.  In  addition,  there  has  been  some  expansion,  as  to 
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size  and  number,  of  the  collections  deposited  in  commercial  and 
industrial  houses.  Nearly  a  quarter  million  volumes  have  been 
circulated  through  these  agencies.  Another  new  development  of 
the  year  has  given  amplified  service  to  the  outlying  sections  of 
the  city.  Most  of  the  branches  established  in  the  last  two  years, 
now  numbering  twenty-four,  have  done  much  to  take  the  Library 
to  the  people,  but  large  sections  of  Chicago  remain  unaffected 
except  by  means  of  delivery  stations.  Bad  roads  and  insuffi- 
cient transportation  facilities  prevent  giving  to  the  outlying  sta- 
tions a  service  of  more  than  three  times  a  week,  and  the  attempt 
to  do  as  much  as  this  cripples  the  service  in  the  less  remote  dis- 
tricts. In  order  that  the  Library  may  give  to  the  people  as  good 
a  service  as  it  is  possible  to  provide  until  there  can  be  established 
a  sufficient  number  of  fully-equipped  branch  libraries,  the  be- 
ginning of  a  Deposit  Station  system  was  made  during  the  year. 
Zones  of  service,  using  the  Main  Library  as  a  center,  were 
created,  limiting  the  delivery  station  service  to  a  six-mile  zone 
on  the  north  and  west  sides,  and  a  nine-mile  zone  on  the  south 
side.  Thus  many  of  the  extremely  long  and  unprofitable  runs 
have  been  avoided,  and  within  the  zones  designated  the  deliveries 
have  been  concentrated  and  at  the  same  time  multiplied.  For 
the  same  cost,  therefore,  when  the  plan  assumes  full  headway, 
there  will  be  a  delivery  at  every  station  uniformly  once  a  day, 
and  within  the  two  or  three  mile  zone,  twice  a  day.  In  the  dis- 
tricts from  which  the  Delivery  station  service  has  been  with- 
drawn, Deposit  stations  have  been  installed,  or  are  about  to  be 
installed.  These  are  located  in  convenient  centers  and  comprise 
small  but  well-selected  collections  of  books.  Patrons  make  ex- 
changes of  books  without  the  waits  incident  to  Delivery  stations 
service.  These  Deposit  libraries  contain  as  a  nucleus  approxi- 
mately 500  volumes  each,  which  are  exchanged  in  part,  or  sup- 
plemented, every  month,  so  as  to  keep  the  collections  fresh  and 
up-to-date.  In  the  course  of  a  year,  each  such  collection  there- 
fore has  a  list  of  at  least  1,500  titles  from  which  selections  may 
be  made.  In  addition  each  patron  is  permitted  Fo  draw  on  his 
general  card,  as  convenience  enables,  books  at  the  Central  build- 
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ing  or  at  any  of  the  branches  visited  by  him.  In  lieu  of  means 
for  building  branches,  this  plan  gives  to  distant  sections  a  serv- 
ice many  times  more  satisfactory  than  that  heretofore  rendered. 
Following  this  plan  small  libraries  for  local  use  will  be  installed 
in  conveniently  located  halls,  schools  or  business  places  in  such 
communities  as  Rogers  Park,  Forest  Glen,  Norwood  Park,  Bev- 
erly Hills,  Edison  Park,  Jefferson,  Mayfair,  Irving  Park,  Ravens- 
wood,  Edgewater,  Avondale,  Bryn  Mawr,  Windsor  Park,  Dau- 
phin Park,  Burnside,  Kensington,  South  Deering,  and  other  sec- 
tions of  South  Chicago. 

Distinct  progress  has  been  made  in  the  plan  to  bring  finding 
lists  fairly  up-to-date.  The  first  annual  cumulation  was  issued 
in  February,  and  the  Young  People's  Book  list  made  its  welcome 
appearance  during  the  year.  Both  have  found  generous  patron- 
age and  large  use. 

The  next  work  in  contemplation  is  the  revision  of  the  re- 
maining unrevised  parts  of  the  General  finding  list.  The  Gen- 
eral finding  list  is  issued  and  sold  to  patrons  in  parts.  A  re- 
vision, begun  some  years  ago,  was  interrupted  and  delayed  when 
the  immediate  need  of  a  new  fiction  list,  and  a  list  of  books  for 
young  people  made  necessary  the  compilation  of  these  lists  before 
the  completion  of  the  revision  was  undertaken.  The  parts  so 
far  revised  and  the  dates  of  revision  are : 

History  and  Biography,   1901. 

Geography  and  Travels,  1904. 

Language  and  Literature,  1905. 

Fine  Arts,  1907. 

Useful  Arts,  1908. 

Natural  Sciences,  1909. 

There  still  remain  unrevised  two  parts,  containing  (1) 
Political  Science,  Social  Science  and  Education,  and  (2)  Philos- 
ophy, Religion,  Medicine  and  Law.  The  work  of  completing 
the  revision  will  be  commenced  at  once. 

Each  part  of  the  General  finding  list  has  an  index  to  the 
subjects  embraced  in  the  part;  in  addition  to  this  subject  index 
the  part  on  Natural  Sciences  has  an  author  index,  which  has 
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made  that  part  of  great  value  to  users.  There  should  be  a 
similar  author  index  to  each  of  the  other  parts,  and  when  the 
revision  is  complete,  a  subject  index  to  the  whole  catalogue 
should  be  made.  Perhaps,  on  account  of  the  cost,  an  author 
and  abbreviated  title  index  to  the  whole  list  cannot  be  undertaken, 
but  such  an  index  would  be  of  great  assistance  to  all  users  of 
the  catalogue.  For  many  years  complaints  have  been  made  that 
the  Chicago  Public  Library  rinding  lists  are  difficult  to  use.  To 
find  the  call  number  of  a  book  involves  a  study  of  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  catalogue, — a  study  for  which  few  patrons  have 
either  time  or  inclination,  and  such  an  index  would  be  of  great 
service  and  would  silence  many  complaints  as  to  the  comparative 
uselessness  of  the  finding  lists.  This  author,  with  abbreviated 
title  index  might  be  included  in  the  subject  index  mentioned 
above,  which  would  make  the  catalogue  almost  as  easy  to  con- 
sult as  a  dictionary. 

The  dates  of  revision  of  the  parts  of  the  finding  lists  have 
been  given;  since  those  dates  thousands  of  books  on  these  sub- 
jects have  been  added  to  the  Library,  whose  call  numbers  are 
given  only  in  the  card  catalogues  in  the  Main  library.  They  were, 
of  course,  indexed  in  the  bulletins  which  were  issued  quarterly, 
but  there  are  so  many  of  these  quarterly  numbers  that  very  few 
persons  will  go  to  the  trouble  of  looking  through  them  for  the 
call  number  of  a  book.  Hence,  thousands  of  useful  books  get 
very  little  use  and  remain  on  the  shelves  unconsulted  for  years. 
The  plan  for  the  annual  lists  is  to  issue  them  each  year  and  to 
cumulate  them  at  the  end  of  five  years,  and  the  books  mentioned 
above  should  be  included  in  this  five  yearly  cumulation,  or,  if  it 
can  be  done,  included  in  an  annual  issued  before  the  five-yearly 
cumulation. 

The  finding  lists  of  books  in  foreign  languages  are  in  very 
poor  condition.  They  are  out  of  date,  and  they  contain  the  en- 
tries for  books  which  have  long  been  worn  out,  discarded,  and 
not  replaced.  They  are  arranged  only  under  authors;  there 
should  be  a  subject  arrangement.  It  is  impossible  to  find  an 
historical  work  in  the  finding  list  of  books  in  foreign  languages 
unless  one  knows  the  name  of  the  author. 


28  THE  CHICAGO    PUBLIC   LIBRARY 

The  revision  of  all  these  lists  of  books  in  foreign  languages 
should  be  begun  immediately  after  the  completion  of  the  revision 
of  the  general  list,  and  the  revision  should  be  up-to-date.  After 
that,  all  books  in  foreign  languages  added  to  the  Library  should 
be  indexed  in  the  monthly  Book  Bulletin.  Following  are  the  dates 
of  issue  of  these  finding  lists: 

German,  May,  1890.     1st  supplement,  November,  1899. 

French,  Italian,  Spanish,  Portuguese,  July,  1890.  1st  sup- 
plement, February  1,  1900. 

Bohemian,  March  1,  1906. 

Danish-Norwegian  and  Swedish,  1890-1900. 

Russian,  May,  1892.     January,'  1902. 

Dutch,  March,  1891. 

Yiddish,  October,  1907. 

Polish,  April,   1892.     1st  supplement,   February,    1901. 

Formerly  it  was  the  practice  to  issue  one  quarterly  bulletin 
each  year  which  contained  the  books  in  foreign  languages  added 
to  the  Library  during  the  year.  The  last  issued  was  in  1910 
and  none  has  been  issued  since.  Mr.  Roden  is  now  working  on 
Hipplements  which  will  contain  works  from  the  German  and 
Scandinavian  languages  added  since  1910.  These  will  be  issued 
this  summer. 

A  year's  record  of  story-telling  shows  a  total  attendance  of 
10,188.  The  stories  told  comprised  fables,  fairy  and  folk  tales, 
humorous  stories,  stories  concerning  holidays  and  birthdays, 
animal  stories,  Greek  myths,  stories  of  heroes,  King  Arthur 
stories,  Faerie  Queene  stories,  stories  of  artists,  Gulliver's  trav- 
's,  Pilgrim's  progress,  Robin  Hood,  and  Fort  Dearborn  days. 
The  children's  librarian  at  Blackstone  branch  also  conducted  a 
reading  club  composed  of  girls  about  seventeen  years  old;  they 
have  studied  -short  stories  by  best  authors,  such  as  Aldrich,  Bun- 
ner,  Hearn,  etc.  The  record  of  story  telling  at  the  branches 
is  as  follows : 

Blackstone  branch,  38  weeks.  Total  attendance,  2,592; 
average,  68. 

Burr  branch,  14  weeks.  Total  attendance,  1,428;  average, 
102. 
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Cornell  Square  branch,  1  week.    Attendance,  80. 

Fuller  Park  branch,  17  weeks.  Total  attendance,  821 ; 
average,  48. 

Hamlin  Park  branch,  21  weeks.  Total  attendance,  1,425; 
average,  68. 

Hiram  Kelly  branch,  36  weeks.  Total  attendance,  2,328; 
average,  64. 

Logan  Square  branch,  13  weeks.  Total  attendance,  1,236; 
average,  95. 

Mark  White  Square  branch,  9  weeks.  Total  attendance, 
278;  average,  30. 

•  In  addition  to  the  story  hours  conducted  by  the  Library, 
stories  were  told  at  Hamilton  Park,  Davis  Square,  and  at  West 
Park  No.  3,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Chicago  Woman's  Club 
and  the  West  End  Woman's  Club,  and  in  co-operation  with  the 
branch  libraries  at  these  parks. 

The  general  work  of  the  Library,  as  expressed  in  figures,  is 
summarized  in  the  tabular  summaries  which  follow.  In  his  an- 
nual address  to  the  Board,  the  President  deals  with  the  finances. 
His  statement  clearly  indicates  the  existing  need  for  additional 
resources  which  shall  permit  the  legitimate  extension  of  the 
work.  Unless  legislation  is  secured  to  enable  this,  the  growth 
manifest  during  the  last  few  years  will  be  seriously  checked. 

To  the  President  and  members  of  the  Board,  thanks  are  due 
for  cordial  and  sympathetic  support  and  aid ;  to  the  members 
of  the  staff  for  uniform  and  intelligent  interest  in  the  further- 
ance of  the  Library's  work. 

HENRY  E.  LEGLER, 

Librarian. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


Home  circulation,  2,587,232,  a  gain  of  331,210  over  previous  year. 

School  circulation,  79,994. 

Daily  average  circulation,  8,455. 

Number  of  branches,  24;  delivery  stations,  92;  deposit  stations, 
22;  school  deposits,  263.  Total  number  of  agencies,  401. 

Books  issued  in  Reference  Room,  exclusive  of  open  shelf  volumes, 
415,063. 

Books  issued  in  Art  Room,  96,466. 

Volumes  consulted  in  Document  Room :  Patents,  133,225 ;  public 
documents,  15,825;  bound  files  of  newspapers,  7,755;  miscellaneous,  1,480. 

Number  of  employees  in  all  departments,  303 ;  total  pay-roll,  $196,653. 

Number  of  card  holders,  142,850. 

GROWTH  OF  THE  LIBRARY 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  on  May  31,  1912,  was 
481,708,  a  net  increase  of  33,635  over  the  number  reported  at 
the  close,  of  last  year.  The  gross  accessions  of  the  year  num- 
bered 50,952  volumes.  Of  these,  45,834  were  purchased,  3,655 
were  donated,  1,015  were  acquired  by  binding  periodicals  from 
the  various  branches,  214  by  binding  reports  and  pamphlets,  1 
was  taken  from  the  duplicate  room,  11  were  received  in  exchange 
and  222  were  books  which  had  been  lost  and  paid  for,  or  miss- 
ing in  previous  years  and  now  recovered  and  re-accessioned. 

There  were  deducted  from  the  total  number  of  volumes  in 
the  library  during  the  past  year  the  following  items :  Books 
worn  out  and  withdrawn  from  circulation,  10,340;  books  lost 
and  paid  for,  912;  books  unaccounted  for  in  the  annual  inven- 
tory of  1910-11,  3,607;  books  not  recovered  from  delinquent 
borrowers  in  1910-11,  183;  293  duplicate  volumes  disposed  of  in 
1911-12;  and  1,982  volumes  lost  by  fire  at  Austin  branch  in 
1911.  Of  the  books  worn  out  and  withdrawn  from  circulation, 
4,386  were  English  prose  fiction,  4,349  were  juvenile  books,  827 
were  books  in  foreign  languages,  and  778  in  all  other  classes. 

The  entire  amount  expended  for  books  was  $43,190.29,  which 
includes  purchases  for  branch  libraries  and  reading  rooms. 
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HOME  CIRCULATION 

The  Circulation  Department  of  the  main  library  was  open 
on  306  days  during  the  year.  The  department  was  closed  on 
Sundays  and  holidays,  but  was  open  on  week-days  from  9  a.  m. 
to  8  :30  p.  m.  Exclusive  of  school  circulation,  the  total  number 
of  books  issued  for  home  use  was  2,587,232,  an  increase  of 
331,210  volumes,  or  fourteen  per  cent,  over  the  previous  year. 
The  total  daily  average  home  circulation  was  8,455  as  compared 
with  a  total  daily  average  of  7,397  of  the  previous  year.  The 
largest  number  of  books  issued  for  home  circulation  is  any  one 
day  at  the  main  library  was  7,614  on  February  13,  1912;  the 
smallest  number  3,421,  on  March  15,  1912.  The  fines  received 
from  delinquent  book  borrowers  amounted  to  $14,196.22.  The 
number  of  notices  sent  to  borrowers  and  guarantors  was  36,806. 
The  total  home  circulation,  including  the  branches  and  deposit 
collections,  is  shown  in  the  following  table,  month  by  month, 
giving  the  monthly  average  home  circulation  for  the  past  two 
years.  The  branches  were  open  for  circulation  on  every  day 
of  the  year  except  Christmas,  Fourth  of  July  and  Sundays  from 
June  15  to  September  15. 


1911-1912 


1910-1911 


Month 

Days 

Circu- 
lation 

Week 
Day 
Av'ge 

Month 

Days 

Circu- 
lation 

Week 
Day 
Av'ge 

June   . 

96 

174,408 

6,708 

June    

?6 

160,378 

6  168 

Tulv 

?"> 

167,150 

6,686 

July  .. 

9,5 

145,881 

5  835 

August          .  .  .  . 

?7 

1    185,126 

6,854 

August   

?,7 

156,629 

5,801 

September  
October 

25 
?6 

1    179,380 
205  419 

7,175 
7,901 

September  
October   

25 
?6 

155,845 
174,257 

6,234 
6  702 

November   
December      .  . 

25 
"r> 

225,935 
228,243 

9,037 
9,130 

November    
December  

25 
?6 

197,486 
203,500 

7,899 
7,827 

January 

•>6 

246  762 

9,4.72 

January   

9e» 

218,180 

8,727 

February 

•n 

247,920 

10,779 

February  

99 

205,441 

9,338 

March          

?6 

I    269,470 

10,364 

March  

27 

238,849 

8,846 

April  

°6 

230,021 

8,847 

April  

9*> 

209,151 

8,366 

May  

?fi 

227,398 

8,746 

May    

°6 

190,425 

7,324 

Total    

306 

2,587,232 

8,473 

Total  

305 

2,256,022 

7,422 

The  number  of  books  loaned  on  requisitions  received  from 
libraries  outside  of  the  city,  asking  for  the  loan  of  books  under 
the  inter-library  loan  plan,  was  53. 


The  recorded  circulation  of  books  deposited  in  public  schools 
increased  from  60,586  the  previous  year  to  79,994.  The  deposit 
stations  at  the  close  of  the  year,  exclusive  of  schools,  62  of  which 
were  reached,  numbered  22.  These  figures  are  also  exclusive  of 
settlements  and  collections  in  charge  of  social  agencies.  The 
number  of  books  on  deposit  May  31  was  12,307,  and  the  cir- 
culation during  the  year  was  as  follows : 

Deposit  stations    96,658 

Settlements  and  branches 7,097 

Schools    79,994 

Total 183,749 

The  school  circulation  is  given  in  the  following  table,  show- 
ing the  number  of  class  rooms  supplied  in  the  different  schools 
and  also  the  average  number  of  weeks  the  volumes  were  in  use : 


SCHOOL  CIRCULATION 


School. 


Vols.    No.  of  Class 
sent.  Rooms  supplied. 


Barnard   225  5 

Beaubien    210  5 

Brainerd   99  2 

Bryant    406  10 

Burley  151  3 

Burnside  99  2 

Clay    255  5 

Cleveland    177  4 

Copernicus    488  10 

Crerar    309  6 

Doolittle     195  4 

Drummond    76  2 

Falloti    240  5 

Farragut    579  13 

Fernwood    55  1 

Flower 29  2 

Garfield    445  8 

Gary    , 425  9 

Gladstone 585  14 

Graham 125  1 

Harper    45  1 

Hawthorne    50  ] 

Healy 100  2 

Irving    35  1 

Kohn    490  9 

Kosciuszko    .  325  4 


Av.  No.  of 
weeks  in  use. 

13 

12 

35 

15 

35 

13 

15 

17 

31 

31 

37 

41 

14 

24 

32 

11 

35 

20 

18 

28 

30 

30 

18 
8 

33 
'   26 


Circu- 
lation. 

812 

927 
1,213 
2,196 
1,383 

500 
1,788 

866 
2,244 
2,284 
1,013 

297 
1,885 
5,419 

538 

150 
4,362 
2,789 
3,455 

800 

220 
38 

317 
99 

2,191 
3,300 


FORTIETH    ANNUAL   REPORT 


Lake    23                      1                    15  65 

Langlancl    271                       6                    37  2,547 

Logan    218                      5                     10  658 

Longfellow    474                     10                    29  4,887 

Lowell 50                       1                     35  666 

McCosh    700                     13                     18  3,634 

Madison    90                     2                    38  1,062 

Marsh    172                       4                    35  1,699 

May    50                      1                    24  315 

Montefiore    175                     4                    36  1,660 

Morgan    Park    123                      4                    23  639 

Motley    144                       3                     31  1,439 

Mulligan     4                       1                       1  4 

NinetyThird    St 150                     3                    12  327 

Oakland    50                      1                     30  400 

Parkman    50                       1                     25  610 

Pulaski    135                     2                    17  850 

Pullman    102                       2                    25  369 

Raymond    50                      1                    34  267 

Revere  215                       6                     18  1,348 

Ryerson    92                     2                    20  385 

St.  Ignatius  College 35                      1                    12  44 

St.  Mary's  200                     1                    10  62 

Sawyer    120                     2                    32  145 

Seward    50                      1                     5  165 

Sexton    385                       9                    24  2,608 

Spalding    160                     4                    15  408 

Thorp,  O.  A 110                     2                    35  468 

Thorp,  J.  N 653                     15                    21  2,924 

Von   Humboldt    130                     1                    27  1,325 

Waller  High  13                      1                    14  63 

Warren    587                    10                   25  2,190 

Waters    12                      1                      7  17 

Wendell  Phillips  61                     2                     8  244 

Wentworth    47                      1                     6  220 

W.  Pullman   437                    10                   27  4,194 

Total    circulation    79,994 

The  branch  circulation  figures  for  the  year  are  as  follows : 

Direct  Station       Total 

Austin     66,809  4,791         71,600 

Bessemer  Park 5,307  5,604        10,911 

Blackstone     77,249  4,063        81,312 

Burr  School   42,145  2,675        44,820 

Cornell  Square   27,191  1,787        28,978 

Davis  Square   4,221  3,038          7,259 

Fuller  Park    10,781  174        10,955 

Hamilton   Park    8,915  12,242        21,157 

Hamlin  Park  31,835  1,741        33,576 

Hebrew  Institute    59,874  22,431        82,305 

Kelly    118,259  3,429       121,688 

Lawndale    43,634  2,644        46,278 
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Lewis  Institute   98,641  9,030  107,671 

Lincoln  Center 58,270  6,827  65,097 

Logan    Square 43,594  3,467  47,061 

Mark  White 29,547  1,880  31,427 

Ogden   Park   6,313  12,014  18,327 

Seward   Park   '. 10,242  6,653  16,895 

Sherman   Park    38,272  4,407  42,679 

Walker '. . . . :  11,739  935  12,674 

West    Park    One 35,532  3,083  38,615 

West  Park  Two 40,275  8,702  48,977 

West   Park  Three 7,938  3,680  11,61s 

West   Twenty-Sixth    Street 57,025  4,835  61,860 


!..-•  933,608     130,132    1,063,740 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  CIRCULATION 
<;'..;  ' ;  '. 

1  The  classification  of  the  books  issued  .for  home .  reading  at 
the.  main  library  and  through  the  delivery  stations,  stiowing  the 
number  of  volumes  and  the  percentage  of  each  class,  is  .as  fol- 
lows: 

Volumes.          Pet. 

English  prose  fiction 668,304  43.12' 

Juveriile   literature 458,141          29.56 

History,  and  biography   _. •    49,751  03.21 

Geography  and  travels  31,772          02.05 

Sciences  and  arts  • 156,382          10.09 

Poetry  and  drama 56,725          03.66 

Foreign  languages    89,582          05.78 

Miscellaneous 39,212          02.53 


•->!,'•  1,549,869         100.00 

REGISTRATION 

During  the  three  years  ending  May  31,  1912,  the  statistics 
of  the  Registry  Department  show  that  159,627  cards  were  is- 
sued. There  were  cancelled  during  this  period  16,777  cards, 
leaving  the  number  of  live  cards  outstanding  at  the  close  of  the 
year,  142,850.  Of  the  total  number  of  cards  issued  during  the 
year  14,130  were  applied  for  at  the  main  library  and  42,619  at 
the  delivery  stations  and  branches.  There  were  issued  922 
teachers'  cards,  24,361  non-fiction  cards,  882  vacation  cards,  17,- 
753  juvenile  cards,  and  97  research  cards.  Number  of  cards 
lost  and  replaced  by  new  cards  was  7,313. 
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DELIVERY  STATIONS 

• 

The  circulation  of  books  for  home  use  through  the  delivery 
stations  was  948,815,  a  decrease  of  126,561  as  compared  with 
last  year.  The  number  of  delivery  stations  in  operation  at  the 
close  of  the  year  was  116,  as  compared  with  104  the  previous 
year.  The  amount  expended  for  compensation  of  delivery  sta- 
tion keepers  and  for  transportation  service,  including  salaries 
of  motor  wagon  operators,  was  $14,733.54. 

REFERENCE  ROOM 

The  number  of  recorded  visitors  to  the  Reference  Room 
was  159,191.  The  total  number  of  volumes  issued  from  the 
stack  rooms  was  415,063,  which  shows  an  increase  of  35,117  vol- 
umes when  compared  with  last  year's  report.  No  estimate  is 
possible  of  the  number  of  open-shelf  books  used  in  the  room. 
The  average  number  of  readers  counted  in  the  room  at  the  close 
of  each  hour  from  9  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m.  was  91.  The  maximum 
average  attendance  each  day  was  at  3  o'clock,  when  147  readers 
were  present.  The  largest  attendance  at  any  one  time  was  305 
at  4  o'clock  on  March  16,  1912. 

The  classification  of  books  used  in  the  Reference  Room  is 
as  follows : 

Volumes.         Pet. 

Arts  and  sciences  135,007          32.60 

History  and  biography 64,976          15.50 

Bound  periodicals   57,948          13.90 

Geography  and  travels  39,454  9.60 

Language  and  literature 71,173          17.20 

All  other  classes 46,505          11,20 


415,063         100.00 

ART  ROOM 

The  Art  Room  was  visited  by  31,241  readers,  who  consulted 
96,466  books.  Exhibits  of  illustrated  books  and  engravings  were 
given  during  the  year,  covering  the  following  subjects: 

Letter  and  Sign  Painting;  Armies  and  Navies  of  United 
States  and  Europe;  Pen  and  Pencil  Drawing;  China  Decoration; 
Art  Crafts ;  Historic  Castles,  Cathedrals  and  Abbeys ;  Rugs, 
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Tapestry  and  Lace ;  Homes  and  House  Furnishing ;  Flowers  and 
Landscape  Gardening;  Mexico. 

READING  ROOM 

The  average  number  of  persons  present  in  the  Reading 
Room  at  the  close  of  each  hour  from  9  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m.  was 
232.  The  maximum  average  attendance  throughout  the  year 
was  at  3  o'clock,  when  301  readers  were  counted,  as  against  316 
during  the  year  before.  The  largest  number  present  in  the  room 
at  one  time  was  496,  on  February  27,  1912,  at  4  o'clock. 

The  number  of  newspapers  and  magazines  on  file  in  the 
Reading  Room  is  1,286. 

The  amount  expended  for  newspapers  and  periodicals  for 
all  the  branches  and  reading  rooms  was  $5,599.09.  The  South 
Park  Commissioners  supplied  the  magazines  for  reading  rooms 
Nos.  7—11. 

PATENT  REPORTS  AND  PUBLIC  DOCUMENTS 

The  attendance  in  the  Room  for  Patent  Reports  and  Public 
Documents  was  33,615  during  the  year.  There  were  consulted 
in  this  room  133,225  volumes  of  patent  reports  and  15,825  vol- 
umes of  public  documents.  Of  bound  volumes  of  newspapers, 
7,755  were  used;  also  1,486  volumes  of  certain  scientific  journals 
which  are  kept  in  this  department. 

BOOKS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

The  collection  of  books  for  the  blind  now  numbers  1,360 
volumes,  comprising  597  volumes  in  Braille  print,  459  volumes 
in  Moon  type,  227  volumes  in  American  Line,  and  77  volumes 
in  New  York  Point.  Two  volumes  were  added  during  the  year. 
There  were  circulated  for  home  use  2,810  volumes;  100  volumes 
were  used  at  the  main  library. 

ADMINISTRATION 

The  entire  number  of  persons  employed  in  all  departments 
of  the  library  service  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  303,  an  in- 
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crease  of  twenty-eight  over  last  year.    The  pay-rolls  of  the  main 
library,  branches  and  reading-rooms  amounted  to  $196,653.00. 

BINDING 

The  number  of  volumes  bound  during  the  year  was  49,841. 
Of  these  43,497  were  newly  bound  or  rebound,  and  6,344  were 
resewed  in  the  old  covers.  There  were  repaired  in  the  Binding 
Department  43,399  books;  8,783  were  repaired  at  the  binderies. 
The  books  relabeled  during  the  year  numbered  50,496  volumes. 
The  amount  expended  for  binding  was  $21,758.14. 

ANNUAL  INVENTORY 

The  total  number  of  books  missing  at  the  close  of  the  year 
was  3,695,  as  compared  with  4,126  in  1910-11.  Of  these  1,096 
are  missing  at  the  main  library,  2,541  in  the  branches,  and  58 
in  the  deposit  collections.  Of  the  books  unaccounted  for  in  last 
year's  inventory,  519  have  since  been  found. 

CATALOGUE  DEPARTMENT 

During  the  year  19,704  volumes  were  catalogued  and  classi- 
fied. Of  these  7,294  were  new  titles,  5,886  were  extra  copies 
and  5,772  were  replacements,  and  852  were  recatalogued.  Con- 
tinuations of  books  and  periodicals  numbered  1,831. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  public  card  catalogue  24,752 
cards,  7,272  of  them  being  subject  cards.  Additions  and  cor- 
rections comprised  6,235  cards.  The  official  card  catalogue  was 
augmented  by  21,563,  including  additions,  corrections  and  for- 
eign deposit  collection  cards. 

There  were  ordered  from  the  Library  of  Congress  for  the 
main  building  5,844  titles,  for  which  4,343  were  received,  and 
1,501  cards  ordered  were  not  received.  There  was  no  record 
kept  of  cards  added  to  seven  departmental  catalogues  in  the  main 
building. 
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APPENDIX  B. 
CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  LIBRARY. 


Total 
Accessions 
of  the  Year 

Net 
Accessions 
of  the  Year 

Total  No. 
Volumes 
in  Library 

History    

842 

564 

25,610 

Biography    ..........   

872 

728 

17,499 

Travels    

1,175 

990 

16,014 

Poetry  and  drama  

1,025 

852 

11,066 

Essays  and  miscellaneous  

332 

221 

5,708 

Polygraphy  and  collected  works  . 

4,704 

Fine  Arts  .  .  .  -.  

1,355 

1,006 

10,786 

Natural  Sciences  

865 

678 

13,004 

Useful  arts  (including  patents)  

2,395 

1,997 

29,888 

Political  and  social  science  

1,624 

1,471 

13,916 

Language  and  literature  

1,021 

850 

10,694 

Mental  and  moral  science  

814 

698 

8,101 

Ancient  classics  

41 

26 

1,734 

Religion    

422 

382 

8,659 

Medicine    

196 

152 

1,810 

Law    

40 

34 

1,337 

Periodicals  and  newspapers  

1,310 

1,085 

50,741 

Government  documents  and  State  papers. 
Bibliography    

1,248 
182 

1,056 
149 

27,899 
4,856 

Dictionaries   and   encyclopaedias  

410 

362 

7,025 

English  prose  fiction  

12,245 

7,344 

86,475 

Juvenile    literature    

19,344 

10,764 

62,890 

German   literature    

1,404 

918 

25,941 

French  literature  

177 

109 

12,099 

Italian  literature   

120 

103 

1,777 

Spanish   literature  

20 

14 

1,204 

Portuguese  literature    

44 

Dutch  literature   

4 

1 

1,488 

Bohemian  literature  

713 

619 

5,327 

Polish  literature    

255 

171 

2,380 

Russian  literature  .'  

245 

230 

916 

Scandinavian    literature    

148 

35 

7,285 

Hungarian  literature   

91 

90 

230 

Lithuanian  literature   

6 

5 

623 

Welsh  literature  

1 

1 

7 

Yiddish  literature   

4' 

76 

474 

Japanese  and  Chinese  literature  

133 

Minor  languages   

4 

4 

4 

Books  for  the  blind  

2 

2 

1,360 

Total 

50.952 

33.635 

481.708 
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BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 


The  Chicago  Public  Library 


1912-1913 


CHICAGO 

THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC   LIBRARY 
1914 


BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
1912-1913 

*ROBERT  J.  ROULSTON,  President  until  April  17,  1913. 
ANTONIO  LAGORIO,  President    since    April    17, 

1913  Term  Expires  1915 

(Vice-President  until  April  17,  1913.) 
MAX   HENIUS,    Vice-President     since     April     17, 

1913    "  "        1914 

MORTIMER  FRANK  "  "  1913 

HENRY  V.  FREEMAN "  "  1913 

HORATIO  L.  WAIT "  "  1913 

PHILIP  M.  KSYCKI "  "  1914 

SAMUEL  DESPRES  "  "  1915 

**MICHAEL  J.  COLLINS "  "  1915 

CHARLES  C.  BREYER "  "  1914 

MALCOLM  MCDOWELL  ..*...  ••  1915 


*  Resigned  April  17,  1913,  and  was  succeeded  by  Charles  C.  Breyer. 
**  Resigned  April  17,  1913,  and  was  succeeded  by  Malcolm  McDowell. 


HARRY  G.  WILSON,  Secretary  to  the  Board 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 
1912-1913 

Library :    MESSRS.  DESPRES,  FRANK  AND  HENIUS. 
Administration :     MESSRS.  WAIT,  DESPRES  AND  McDowELL. 
Branches:     MESSRS.  FREEMAN,  HENIUS  AND  McDowELL. 
Delivery  Stations:     MESSRS.  KSYCKI,  FRANK  AND  WAIT. 
Buildings  and  Grounds:     MESSRS.  FRANK,  DESPRES  AND  BREYER. 
Finance:     MESSRS.  McDowELL,  FREEMAN  AND  HENIUS.' 
By-Laws:     MESSRS.  BREYER,  WAIT  AND  KSYCKI. 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  FROM  ITS  ORGANIZATION,  APRIL  11,  1872,  TO  JULY 
1,  1913,  WITH  THEIR  TERMS  OF  SERVICE. 


Allen,  James  Lane,  1880-82. 
*Anthony,  Elliott,  1872-77. 

Armstrong,     Geo.     B.,      1881-82; 
1908-11. 

Barr,  Alfred  E.,  1899. 

Beebe,  Wm.  H.,  1887-89. 
*Billings,  Albert  M.,  1875-78. 
*Blodgett,  Edward  A.,  1908-10. 

Bowers,  James  F.,  1901-08. 

Bradley,  J.  Harley,  1887. 

Breyer,  Charles  C,  1913-14. 
*Brine,  Geo.  J.,  1886-87. 

Brosseau,  Z.  P.,  1893-96;  1901-07. 
*Callaghan,  B.,  1880-96. 

Cigrand,   B.  J.,   1903-10. 

Collins,  Michael  J.,  1912-13. 
*Curran,  Wm.,  1882-83. 

Despres,     Samuel,     1903-06;  1912- 
15. 

Diener,  T.  C.,  1893-95. 

Dreyer,  Edw.  S.,  1889-95. 

Eckhart,  John  W.,  1901-07. 

Egan,  Dennis  J.,  1903-05. 
*Enright,  John  W.,  1883-88. 
*Fbrrester,  Robert  H.,  1879-80. 

Frank,  Mortimer,  1910-13. 

Franks,  Jacob,  1897-03. 

Freeman,  Henry  V.,  1910-13. 

Fyffe,  Colin  C.  H.,  1903-05. 

Garibaldi,  John  G.,  1900-02. 
*Gunderson,  S.  T.,  1895-98. 
"Hamilton,  John  B.,  1896-98. 
*Hatch,    Azel    F.,    1890-93;    1894- 

1900. 
*Hayes,  Samuel  S.,  1872-75. 

Hedenberg,  James  W.,  1895-98. 

Heldmann,  Geo.  D.,  1902-03. 

Henius,  Max,  1911-14. 

Herhold,  Frederick  H.,  1897-1901. 

Hirsch,  Emil  G.,  1888-97. 

Hotz,  Ferdinand  C.,  1875-81. 
*Hoyne,  Thos.,  1872-75. 

Hutchinson,  Chas.  L.,  1898-01. 

Hynes,  Wm.  J.,  1881-87.     • 
"Kadlec,  L.  W.,  1880-89. 

Kaspar,  Wm.,  1889-94. 

Keeley,  Thos.  F.,  1894-97. 
*Kent,  Wm.  D.,  1888-89. 

Ksycki,  Philip  M.,  1911-14. 


Kuflewski,  W.  A.,   1899-02. 

Lagorio,  Antonio,  1906-15. 

Lewke,  Otto  W.,  1897-1900. 

Lindstrand,  Frans  A.,  1903-06. 
*Loewenthal,  B.,  1875-82. 

Lowe,  John  W.,  1902-06. 

McCormick,  Robert  S.,  1895-01. 

McDowell,   Malcolm,  1913-14. 

MacMillan,  T.  C,  1882-87. 

Mannhardt,  Emil,   1885-88. 

Mason,  George,  1874-80. 

Meeker,  Arthur,  1900-03. 
*Moos,  Bernhard,  1887-96. 
*Moses,  Adolph,   1882-88. 

Novak,  John  L.,  1905-08. 

Onahan,  Wm.  J.,  1874-81. 

Peabody,  Francis  S.,  1899-03. 

Plamondon,  Chas.  A.,  1899-02. 
*Queal,  Robert  F.,  1872-76. 
*Raster,  Hermann,  1872-75. 

Rawson,  Frederick  H.,  1908-11. 

Rend,  Wm.   P.,   1889-92. 

Rogers,  Henry  W.,  1883-85. 
*Rosenthal,  Julius,  1872-75. 

Roulston,   Robert  J.,   1905-13. 

Rubens,  Harry,  1879-85. 

Ryan,  Andrew  J.,  1898-99. 
"Schmidt,  Ernst,  1881-82. 
"Scranton,  Abner  R.,   1876-79. 
*Sheahan,  James  W.,   1872-74. 
"Shields,  Michael,  1902-03. 
"Shorey,  Daniel  L.,  1872-80. 
*Shortall,  John  G.,  1886-95. 
"Smith,  Pliny  B.,  1888-94." 
"Smith,  Robert  J.,  1890-93. 

Smith,  Sidney,  1877-79. 
*Smyth,  John  M.,  1892-95. 

Sprague,  Otho  S.  A.,  1878-81. 

Stern,  Julius,  1906-12. 
*Swazey,  Arthur,  1885-87. 

Taylor,  Graham,  1906-12. 

Umbdenstock,  Michael,  1887-90. 

Van  Osdel,  John  M.,  1896-99. 

Wait,  Horatio  L.,  1910-13. 
*Walker,  J.  B.,  1875-83. 

Waterman,  Arba  N.,  1908-10. 
"Wells,  Wm.  H.,  1882-85. 
*Williams,  Norman,  1887-89. 
*Woodard,  Willard,  1872-74. 


*Sheahan,  Jas.  W.,  Acting  Secretary  from  April  11  to  July  20,  1872. 
"Wickersham,  W.  B.,  Secretary  from  July  20,  1872,  to  October  15,  1908. 
Wilson,   Harry   G.,   Acting   Secretary,   October.  15,    1908,   to   March    11. 

1909.     Secretary  since  March   11,  1909. 
"Poole,  Wm.  F.,  LL.  D.,  Librarian  from  October  25,   1873,    to    August 

1,  1887. 

Hild,  Frederick  H.,  Librarian  from  October  15,  1887,  to  April  30,  1909. 
Roden,  Carl  B.,  Acting  Librarian  from  May  1,  1909,  to  October  11,  1909. 
Legler,  Henry  E.,  Librarian  since  October  11,  1909. 


*Deceased. 


LIBRARY  STAFF 


ADMINISTRATION — Henry  E.  Legler,  librarian;  Carl  B.  Roden,  as- 
sistant librarian;  Nellie  L.  Kennedy,  librarian's  secretary  (resigned 
Sept.  15,  1913)  ;  Gertrude  C.  Shine,  librarian's  secretary. 

SECRETARY'S  OFFICE — Harry  G.  Wilson,  secretary;  Emanuel  Holy, 
Minnie  E.  Wills,  James  W.  McGovern. 

ORDER  DIVISION — Henrietta  Lovi,  chief;  Caroline  Bernhardt,  Rosa- 
lind L.  Lillibridge,  Bessie  H.  Palmer,  Katherine  E.  Brady,  senior  as- 
sistants; Daisy  Furchgott,  junior  assistant;  Chester  Cole,  page. 

CATALOG  DIVISION — Bessie  Goldberg,  chief;  Lucy  E.  Brown,  Emily 
T.  Larson,  Amelia  M.  Platt,  Anna  C.  Reque,  Jessie  M.  Woodford, 
principal  assistants;  Gladys  Arnold,  Irma  L.  Snyder,  J.  Cornelia  Wyse, 
senior  assistants;  Borghild  Asbornsen,  multigraph  operator. 

CIRCULATION  DIVISION — James  C.  Barbee,  May  I.  Carroll,  George 
S.  King,  head  assistants;  Margaret  C.  O'Shaughnessy,  Jessie  B.  Perry, 
principal  assistants;  Elizabeth  Barnes,  Edith  E.  Coyne,  Irene  Ives,  Jessie 
E.  Reed,  Lora  A.  Rich,  senior  assistants;  Gertrude  H.  Andrews,  junior 
assistant;  Mandel  Block,  John  W.  Barta,  Roland  Cravens,  Abe  Dorfman, 
Edward  F.  Eckhardt,  James  E.  Edwards,  Harold  Fox,  Meyer  Friedman, 
Isadore  Click,  John  E.  Jeffrey,  Thomas  B.  Lewis,  Louis  Licht,  Charles 
Macko,  Joseph  W.  Majewski,  Ray  A.  O'Connell,  Frank  H.  Pollard,  Louis 
Saperstein,  Sam  Schwartz,  Joseph  Seawright,  Isadore  Suluway,  Herbert 
Thompson,  Edward  J.  Vlasak,  pages. 

STATIONS  DIVISION — William  A.  Purer,  chief;  Christian  Sonne,  John 
Toman  "(on  leave  of  absence),  principal  assistants;  George  F.  Bell,  Ray- 
mond Dwyer,  Harold  Hellgren,  Elie  Hudon,  Ida  B.  Johnson,  Edward  M. 
Peterson,  William  Renner,  Joseph  Rzepinski,  senior  assistants;  Jacob 
Cohen,  Fred  A.  A.  Schweizer,  Agatha  A.  Wieboldt,  junior  assistants; 
Lewis  V.  Berry,  Aaron  Cohn,  Joseph  A.  Evanson,  Sever  Holm,  Clifford 
Hughey,  Abe  Langert,  Ernst  Lutter,  Herman  L.  Miller,  Frank  Patterson, 
John  M.  J.  Scully,  Julius  Siegan,  George  M.  Thompson,  Gustav  Versener, 
Joseph  Weitzenfeld,  Charles  D.  Williams,  James  J.  Yarber,  jr.,  pages; 
John  D.  Barchard,  John  Gawron,  Fred  C.  Lutter,  William  J.  Soper,  John 
P.  Wallenborn,  George  A.  Wiborg,  automobile  operators;  Joseph  J.  Wes- 
ley, automobile  caretaker. 


REFERENCE  DIVISION — Carrie  L.  Elliott,  chief;  Charles  Lhotka,  a,y- 
sistaivt  chief;  Frank  E.  Waska,  head  assistant  in  charge  of  Art  Room; 
J.  Frank  James,  Charles  F.  Zak,  principal  assistants;  Margaret  Kearney, 
Mary  E.  Rae,  senior  assistants;  Walter  B.  Flintrup,  junior  assistant; 
Alexander  S.  La  Zoris,  Lawrence  Phillips,  pages. 

DOCUMENTS  AND  Civics  ROOM — Frederick  F.  Rex,  head  assistant  in 
charge  of  Documents  and  Civics;  Adele  Bergman,  Agnes  Donoghue, 
Edward  Kenwood,  Edith  Kammerling,  senior  assistants;  George  P.  Krick, 
page. 

INSTRUCTIONAL  DIVISION — Faith  E.  Smith,  director  of  training  class. 

PERIODICALS  DIVISION — Reidar  Arentz,  chief;  Charles  L.  Green, 
Samuel  Rogalski,  senior  assistants. 

PUBLICATIONS  DIVISION — Anna  J.  Ferguson,  Anna  Riordan,  principal 
assistants;  Maude  H.  T.  Freeman,  junior  assistant. 

REGISTRY  DIVISION — Lilyan  G.  Morawski,  chief;  Katharine  Donovan, 
Principal  assistant;  Loretto  M.  Crowe,  Anna  A.  O'Brien,  Mary  Ryan, 
senior  assistants;  Florence  W.  Arnold,  Lorene  Campbell,  Anna  V.  Don- 
nelly, Blanche  V.  Shaw,  Emma  L.  Shaw,  junior  assistants. 

BINDERY  DIVISION — J.  Ritchie  Patterson,  chief;  Mary  M.  Hishen, 
principal  assistant;  Margaret  Grain,  senior  assistant;  Lottie  Bewers,  Mar- 
guerite Hollingsworth,  Helen  Kasmar,  Anna  Olsen,  Hattie  O'Neal, 
Catherine  Thomson,  May  Weaymouth,  Rosebud  Weaymouth,  assistants; 
Joseph  F.  Negoski,  page. 

EVENING  DIVISION — Benjamin  M.  Smith,  chief;  Mike  Alexander, 
Joseph  J.  Augustus,  James  H.  Biddle,  George  T.  Brady,  Anthony  An- 
garola,  Cornelius  Cohen,  Harry  Cohen,  Nathan  Dolnitzky,  William  T. 
Horrobin,  Samuel  Kaplan,  Salvatore  Lange,  Nathan  Levin,  Dominick 
J.  Porto,  Joseph  Rosenberg,  William  Sheridan,  George  B.  Voss,  pages. 

TELEPHONE  OPERATOR — Rebecca  M.  Burke. 

BRANCHES  DIVISION — John  F.  Phelan,  chief;  Pearl  I.  Field,  super- 
visor of  special  deposits;  Dorothy  Bastin,  Nellie  E.  Doran,  Faith  Mix, 
Marie  L.  Ryan,  senior  assistants;  Roey  Cowen,  Bertha  Furchgott,  Hilda- 
garde  Gardner,  Florence  C.  A.  Quinn,  Berne  C.  Zink,  junior  assistants; 
Frank  Scott,  page;  Pyrrha  B.  Sheffield,  on  leave  of  absence. 

ARMOUR  SQUARE  BRANCH — Augusta  G.  Kessell,  library  assistant  in 
charge. 

AUSTIN  BRANCH — Julia  A.  Baker,  branch  librarian;  Julia  A.  Gerloff, 
senior  assistant;  Helen  S.  Babcock.  Ethel  Owen,  junior  assistants;  An- 
thony C.  Formosa,  page;  Charles  T.  Gerloff,  janitor;  Mary  A.  Swift,  on 
leave  of  absence. 
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BESSEMER  PARK  BRANCH — Pearl  E.  Feddersen,  branch  librarian; 
Dora  Feddersen,  junior  assistant. 

BLACKSTONE  BRANCH — Mary  W.  Wood,  branch  librarian;  Anna  W. 
Thayer,  Mary  A.  Wilson,  senior  assistants;  Mary  Moser,  junior  assistant; 
Clarence  C.  Collier,  page;  John  Renkosicwicz,  engineer-janitor. 

BURR  SCHOOL  BRANCH — Gabriella  Ackley,  branch  librarian;  Helen  I. 
Fix,  senior  assistant;  Genevieve  M.  O'Leary,  junior  assistant. 

CORNELL  SQUARE  BRANCH — Kate  B.  Chase,  branch  librarian;  Philo- 
mena  E.  Brennan,  junior  assistant. 

DAVIS  SQUARE  BRANCH — Catherine  J.  Fox,  branch  librarian;  Marco 
Rosenfeldt,  page. 

DVORAK  PARK  BRANCH — Helen  H.  Forman,  branch  librarian;  Katha- 
rine H.  Smith,  junior  assistant. 

ECKHART  PARK  BRANCH — Ada  M.  Lanquist,  branch  librarian;  Fan- 
chon  I.  Henderson,  junior  assistant;  Harry  Schulman,  page. 

FULLER  PARK  BRANCH — Janet  M.  Green,  branch  librarian;  Vivian  G. 
Harsh,  senior  assistant. 

HAMILTON  PARK  BRANCH — Frances  C.  Cantner,  library  assistant  in 
charge;  Josephine  M.  Johnson,  senior  assistant. 

HAMLIN  PARK  BRANCH — Maude  Blake,  branch  librarian;  Mary 
Pomerene,  junior  assistant;  Theodore  Roane,  page. 

HEBREW  INSTITUTE  BRANCH — Mathilda  S.  Nodek,  branch  librarian; 
Muriel  Dunne,  Naomi  W.  Pollard,  senior  assistants;  Gertrude  Leber- 
stine,  Ella  B.  Marshall,  junior  assistants ;  Isadore  Himmelfarb,  page. 

HOLSTEIN  PARK  BRANCH — Charlotte  L.  Olson,  library  assistant  in 
charge;  Mary  Livshis,  junior  assistant. 

HUMBOLDT  PARK  BRANCH — Alice  M.  Farquhar,  branch  librarian; 
Adah  M.  Anderson,  senior  assistant;  Isadore  Glenner,  page. 

HIRAM  KELLY  BRANCH — Adah  F.  Whitcomb,  branch  librarian;  Minnie 
S.  Clark,  Eliza  Pendry,  Frances  V.  Rice,  senior  assistants;  Evangeline 
Beck,  Edith  I.  Bredin,  Olive  Griffith,  junior  assistants;  Howard  B. 
Maguire,  page;  Thomas  P.  Conry,  engineer*janitor. 

LAWNDALE  BRANCH — Janet  O'Brien,  branch  librarian;  Margaret  M. 
Bates,  junior  assistant;  Rocco  Motto,  page;  Mrs.  Anna  Broadbent,  jani- 
tress;  William  J.  Kasper,  page,  on  leave  of  absence. 

LEWIS  INSTITUTE  BRANCH— Mary  P.  Wilde,  branch  librarian;  Ella  J. 
Horrobin,  Winifred  J.  Lagorio,  senior  assistants;  Jessie  Bingham,  junior 
assistant;  Jacob  Shapiro,  page;  John  Balfour,  janitor. 
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LINCOLN  CENTER  BRANCH — Olive  E.  Pillsbury,  branch  librarian; 
Louise  M.  Hannagan,  senior  assistant;  Roberta  P.  Cooke,  junior  assist- 
ant. 

LOGAN  SQUARE  BRANCH — Myrtle  E.  Sette,  branch  librarian;  Emma 
Levin,  senior  assistant;  Gertrude  L.  Husenetter,  junior  assistant;  Michael 
Hallinan,  Page;  Robert  W.  Jones,  janitor. 

MARK  WHITE  BRANCH — Edith  Erskine,  branch  librarian. 

OGDEN  PARK  BRANCH — Alberta  L.  McDermott,  branch  librarian; 
Mamie  Neylan,  junior  assistant. 

SHERMAN  PARK  BRANCH — Daisy  I.  McHale,  branch  librarian;  Anna 
I.  Kelley,  junior  assistant;  William  J.  Kurzin,  page. 

STANFORD  PARK  BRANCH — Harriet  L  Baer,  branch  librarian;  Adeline 
Nieman,  Erva  E.  Romaine,  junior  assistants. 

WEST  TWENTY-SIXTH  STREET  BRANCH — Bird  Morrison,  branch  li- 
brarian; Jessie  M.  Lawson,  senior  assistant;  Catherine  McNulty,  junior 
assistant;  George  Weiss,  page. 

FERNWOOD  TRAVELING  LIBRARY — Carrie  Van  de  Roovaart,  library  as- 
sistant in  charge. 

ENGINEERS'  DIVISION — Jacob  Reitz,  chief  engineer;  Robert  G.  Alli- 
son, Ernest  A.  Hart,  Peter  G.  Ledeboer,  Charles  I.  Moulton,  engineers; 
Amby  J.  Beery,  John  Guthrie,  John  Stretch,  firemen;  Andrew  E.  Christo- 
phersen,  mechanical  and  electrical  engineer;  John  Clarke,  John  Murray, 
coal-passers;  Thomas  Davis,  Thomas  Guthrie,  oilers;  Cosmo  Pacente, 
laborer. 

JANITORS'  DIVISION — James  J.  Linehan,  custodian  of  buildings;  John 
Ampey,  Joseph  Bennett,  Joseph  A.  Gadwood,  James  C.  King,  Martin  R. 
Logan,  William  McDearmed,  Peter  Murphy,  William  P.  Shanley,  Frank 
Smith,  janitors;  Josephena  Anderson,  Agnes  F.  Cronin,  Josephine  Cube- 
check,  Mary  Higgins,  Ellen  McDonald,  Catherine  Murray,  Mrs.  Emma 
Spiering,  janitrcsses;  Dominick  Carsello,  Alessandro  Farroli,  marble 
cleaners;  Martin  Schnee,  Emil  Schoenbacher,  wood  finishers;  John 
Christian,  Aaron  S.  Einstein,  Christian  Ullrich,  watchmen;  John  McKay, 
Charles  J.  Moore,  Robert  H.  Proudie,  window  washers;  Nicholas  A.  An- 
derson, carpenter;  Oscar  Carlson,  James  J.  Daly,  Charles  F.  Jackson, 
William  W.  Scanlon,  M.  J.  Sheridan,  Fred  J.  Varney,  elevator  operators. 


FORTY-FIRST  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF 

THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


To  THE  HONORABLE,  THE  MAYOR  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CITY 
COUNCIL,  CITY  OF  CHICAGO. 

GENTLEMEN  :  The  annual  report  presented  herewith  is  the 
forty-first  since  the  establishment  of  the  Chicago  Public  Library. 
While  we  are  enabled  again  to  report  very  handsome  increases 
in  all  departments  of  the  Library,  except  the  Stations  Division, 
we  can  not  promise  a  continuation  of  the  large  gains  in  the  future 
unless  adequate  financial  support  is  obtained  through  legislation 
or  otherwise.  The  report  of  the  Binderies  Division  is  significant 
as  showing  the  enormous  use  made  by  readers  who  draw  the 
books  for  home  use.  With  the  exercise  of  the  greatest  care 
possible  the  wear  and  tear  of  volumes  which  are  constantly  in 
circulation  is  heavy  and  unless  money  is  forthcoming  for  replace- 
ments it  is  inevitable  that  the  stage  must  be  reached  when  the 
supply  of  books  will  be  exhausted.  This  is  the  situation  which 
now  confronts  the  Library.  The  sum  apportioned  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books,  which  is  now  $40,000  per  annum,  should  be 
doubled  in  order  to  keep  abreast  of  the  literature  of  the  day,  and 
to  acquire  a  sufficient  number  of  the  more  popular  books,  espe- 
cially in  the  classes  of  useful  arts  and  other  non-fiction  books. 
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Otherwise  the  situation  which  is  now  becoming  acute  of  inability 
to  supply  more  than  about  seventy-five  per  cent  of  requests,  will 
become  still  more  aggravated. 

The  revenues  now  derived  by  the  Library  barely  meet  the 
demands  for  current  maintenance  and  leave  absolutely  no  oppor- 
tunity for  expansion.  There  are  so  many  large  and  populous 
sections  of  the  city  which  are  demanding  library  privileges  the 
same  as  those  enjoyed  by  other  sections  that  the  Board  again 
emphasizes  the  need  for  such  increase  of  revenues  as  will  per- 
mit larger  service  to  the  citizens.  Renewed  attention  is  called  to 
the  necessity  for  such  legislation  as  will  permit  this.  Two  years 
ago  a  bill  passed  both  houses  of  the  legislature  granting  relief, 
but  the  then  governor  vetoed  it  on  constitutional  grounds.  It 
was  the  hope  of  this  Board  that  the  present  legislature  would 
pass  a  modified  act  remedying  the  defect  pointed  out  in  the  former 
bill,  but  no  legislation  along  these  lines  has  been  found  possible 
for  various  reasons  which  need  not  be  entered  into  in  detail.  The 
failure  to  secure  relief  legislation  does  not  mean  hostility  from 
any  source  official  or  otherwise,  but  is  due  to  conditions  with 
which  the  Library  is  not  in  any  way  concerned. 

By  his  appointment  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board  in 
April,  Mr.  Robert  J.  Roulston,  for  eight  years  a  member  and 
for  four  successful"  terms  president  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 
severed  his  official  relations  with  the  Library  much  to  the  regret 
of  his  associates  and  of  the  members  of  the  staff.  In  his  con- 
cluding communication  to  the  Board,  announcing  his  retirement, 
Mr.  Roulston  summarized  the  activities  of  the  institution  during 
the  past  few  years,  noting  the  phenomenal  growth  which  had 
attended  the  efforts  of  the  Board  of  Directors  and  of  the  admin- 
istration in  the  matter  of  library  extension.  In  the  course  of  his 
message  Mr.  Roulston  called  attention  to  an  opportunity  which 
lies  before  the  citizens  of  this  municipality.  He  said: 

"There  is  here  a  fine  opportunity  for  public  spirited  citizens  of 
wealth  to  give  material  evidence  of  their  faith  in  Chicago  and  their 
interest  in  its  educational  upbuilding  by  providing  means  for  con- 
tinuing the  work  so  auspiciously  begun.  No  citizen  of  Chicago 
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can  erect  to  himself  a  more  enduring  monument  nor  a  more 
creditable  one  than  by  contributing  a  branch  library  which  shall 
help  to  fill  out  and  complete  the  system  of  branch  libraries  con- 
templated by  the  policy  of  the  Library  Board.  Assurance  that  the 
money  will  be  honestly  as  well  as  judiciously  expended  rests 
firmly  on  the  past  experience  of  the  Board.  The  late  Mr.  Hiram 
Kelly,  a  south  side  merchant,  left  a  bequest  of  $200,000  for  library 
purposes.  The  Library  Board  by  judicious  management  in- 
creased this  principal  to  $260,000,  built  a  splendid  and  well- 
equipped  library  building,  named  after  the  donor,  and  now  ad- 
ministers this  branch  for  the  benefit  of  the  community  without 
one  cent  of  expense  to  the  tax-payers,  the  income  derived  from 
the  investment  of  the  principal  being  utilized  for  this  purpose. 
Chicago  has  many  men  and  women  of  means,  well  disposed 
toward  its  educational  opportunities,  and  of  these  the  Public 
Library  is  one  of  the  worthiest  as  well  as  one  of  the  neediest. 
New  York  Public  Library  enjoys  an  income  from  invested  trust 
funds  of  this  nature,  which  nets  annually  twice  as  much  as  the 
entire  sum  of  money  raised  for  the  Chicago  Public  Library  by 
taxation.  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  many  other  large 
cities  also  enjoy  the  benefit  of  large  endowments  secured  from 
bequests  and  direct  gifts,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Chicago 
Public  Library  will  likewise  find  before  long  generous  friends 
who  are  willing  to  add  in  this  way  to  its  now  all  too  restricted 
resources." 

During  the  year  several  of  the  employees  who  have  been 
connected  with  the  Library  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  have 
availed  themselves  of  the  provisions  of  the  pension  law,  which 
permits  retirement  on  part  salary  after  a  service  of  more  than 
twenty  years.  These  include  Mr.  Otto  Goldberger,  Head  As- 
sistant in  the  Stations  Division;  Charles  R.  Barnes,  Head  As- 
sistant in  charge  of  the  Documents  Division ;  and  Miss  Henrietta 
Lovi,  Chief  of  the  Order  Division.  They  were  all  faithful  and 
valued  members  of  the  staff,  and  in  each  case  retirement  was 
influenced  by  the  wish  to  engage  in  an  occupation  less  strenuous 
than  the  exacting  requirements  of  library  necessities.  The  year 


12  THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

prior  there  were  added  to  the  pension  roll,  L.  A.  Lange  and  John 
A.  Young,  who,  owing  to  physical  disabilities,  found  it  impossible 
to  continue  their  work.  In  all  these  cases  the  value  of  a  pension 
system  has  been  amply  demonstrated. 

Numerous  requests  from  other  libraries  for  information  in 
detail  concerning  the  library  pension  system  in  force  here  indi- 
cate a  growing  recognition  that  the  value  of  the  services  ren- 
dered in  work  of  this  character  is  not  to  be  measured  by  the 
stipend  attached  to  each  position  but  that  faithful  and  meritori- 
ous service  for  a  long  period  of  years  is  entitled  to  special  con- 
sideration on  the  part  of  governing  bodies.  As  a  rule  salaries 
paid  in  the  public  libraries  of  the  country  are  substantially  less 
than  those  which  are  paid  in  other  departments  of  municipal 
administration  for  corresponding  responsibilities  and  professional 
equipment.  While  the  Chicago  Public  Library's  staff  of  em- 
ployees has  been  salaried  on  about  the  same  scale  as  in  other 
large  systems,  some  promise  of  better  conditions  is  held  out  by 
the  eventual  working  out  of  the  grading  scheme  put  into  effect 
a  couple  of  years  ago  and  since  modified  in  some  particulars  as  a 
result  of  experience.  This  plan,  too,  has  been  observed  with  in- 
terest elsewhere  and  in  a  number  of  the  larger  libraries  of  the 
country  has  been  adopted  practically  in  the  same  form  as  here. 

For  a  detailed  financial  statement  we  refer  to  the  report  of 
the  secretary  hereto  attached,  and  for  the  detailed  figures  of  cir- 
culation and  general  growth  to  the  report  of  the  librarian  which 
follows.  It  will  suffice  to  say  that  the  aggregate  circulation  of 
books  in  all  departments  exclusive  of  those  used  for  reference 
obtained  from  open  shelves  and  exclusive  of  class  room  collections 
in  the  schools  was  3,522,273.  The  entire  number  of  volumes  in 
the  Library  on  the  date  which  closed  this  report,  May  thirty-first, 
was  514,259. 

Of  the  new  work  undertaken  during  the  year  attention  may 
be  called  more  particularly  to  the  station  deposits  or  traveling 
libraries  which  have  been  located  along  the  outer  rim  of  the  city, 
in  sections  remote  from  other  agencies  of  the  Library.  These 
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have  proved  very  successful,  and  if  the  books  were  available 
many  more  similar  stations  could  be  established  with  equal 
promise.  Another  successful  feature  of  the  newer  work  at- 
tempted by  the  Library  is  that  centered  in  the  Civics  Room  whose 
resources  during  the  past  years  have  been  used  more  extensively 
than  had  been  anticipated  when  the  room  was  opened  thirteen 
months  ago.  Plans  are  under  way  for  strengthening  the  equip- 
ment of  this  department  by  removing  the  quarters  to  the  room 
adjacent  to  the  document  stacks  where  the  entire  work  can  be 
unified  and  carried  on  under  more  favorable  conditions. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

A.  LAGORIO,  President, 
MAX  HENIUS,  Vice  President, 
MORTIMER  FRANK, 
HENRY  V.  FREEMAN, 
PHILIP  M.  KSYCKI, 
SAMUEL  DESPRES, 
CHAS.  C.  BREYER, 
MALCOLM  MCDOWELL, 

Board  of  Directors. 

Chicago,  June  16,  1913. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY 


Public  Library, 
Chicago,  June  16,  1913. 

To  THE   PRESIDENT  AND  BOARD  OF   DIRECTORS,  THE   CHICAGO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Gentlemen:  As  required  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  Act 
of  the  General  Assembly,  under  which  the  Library  is  established 
and  maintained,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  financial  and  sta- 
tistical statements  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1913: 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND. 

RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  MAY  31,  1913. 

Receipts. 

Taxes  1910  and  prior  years ' $    1,035.43 

Taxes  1911  collected  June  1,  1912,  to  December  31,  1912 207,376.44 

Taxes  1912  collected  January  1,  1913,  to  May  31,  1913 147,528.48 

Interest  on  cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 1,121.87 

Miscellaneous  receipts : 

Sale  finding  lists  $   673.46 

Books  lost  and  paid  for 1,194.60 

Miscellaneous    681.21          2,549.27 


$359,611.49 
Other  receipts : 

Security    deposits — deposits     for    -library     cards 

and    books     $3,027.20 

Less  deposits  refunded 2,929.65  97.55 


$359,709.04 
Fines  for  retention  of  books  (paid  to  pension  fund — 

see  disbursements)    15,359.64 

Total  receipts  during  year $375,068.68 

Funds  June  1.  1912: 

Balance  cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 35,114.65 

Cash  in  banks  and  in  Secretary's  hands 1,667.65 

$411,850.98 
14 
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Disbursements. 

Books    $  35,136.22 

Finding  lists 3,155.03 

Binding     19,321.85 

Periodicals 6,425.48 

Printing  and  stationery   4,907.06 

Fuel     9,503.44 

Electric  supplies  and   repairs 1,098.51 

Furniture  and  fixtures   2,830.52 

Insurance     1,839.54 

Repairs,  alterations  and  improvements 7,098.71 

Miscellaneous  expense  3,590.35 

Janitors  expense    721.78 

Heating  and  generating  plant  1,125.57 

Branch  reading  rooms,  miscellaneous 6,813.73 

Elevator  supplies  and  repairs 249.78 

Salaries,   main  library 170,204.42 

Salaries,  branch  reading  rooms 42,242.46 

Salaries,   delivery  stations 11,745.70 

Delivery  stations,  miscellaneous  5,768.60 

Freight  and  expressage  158.56 

Postage     1,354.00 

Books  lost  and  paid  for — refunds 211.38 

Total  expenditures   $335,502.69 

Pension  Fund : 

Fines  received  paid  into  pension  fund $  15,359.64 

$350,862.33 

Funds   May  31,  1913: 

Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer $  59,223.45 

Cash  in  banks  and  in  hands  of  Secretary 1,765.20 


$411,850.98 


Miscellaneous  Funds. 


Sherman  Park  Fund : 

Balance  June  1,  1912.. 
Expended  for  books  . 
Balance  May  31,  1913. 


19.43 
9.65 


Austin  Branch  Insurance  Fund : 

Balance  June  1,  1912 

Expended  for  books $  1,551.80 

Balance  May  31,  1913 293.93 

Morgan  Park  Book  Fund : 

Received  August  31,   1912 

Expended   for  books    424.94 


29.08 
29.08 

1,845.73 
1,845.73 

424.94 
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Trust  Funds. 

Cash  Receipts  and  Disbursements. 
Income  from  Investments : 

Hiram  Kelly  Fund $11,136.48 

W.    H.    Ryder   Fund 528.83 

Jerome  Beecher  Fund 149.97 

H.  W.  Jackson  Fund 53.47 

$11,868.75 
Balance  June  1,  1912,  in  bank 19,645.06 

$31,513.81 
Disbursements. 
Ryder  Fund  income : 

Books  purchased $    919.41 

Jackson  Fund  income : 

Books  purchased  9.00 

Kelly  Fund  income : 

•   Furniture  for  Kelly  Branch $     275.00 

Kelly  Branch  Library : 

Books    $2,071.70 

Periodicals     224.00 

Binding     686.42 

Heat   and   light 828.19 

Salaries     5,387.11 

Miscellaneous    126.64 

Improvements     359.44        9,683.50        9,958.50 

Balances  May  31,  1913 : 

Hiram  Kelly  Fund  income 16,549.59 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  Fund  income 1,492.32 

Jerome  Beecher  Fund  income 2,418.61 

H.  W.  Jackson  Fund  income 166.38        20,626.90        31,513.81 

Capital  Account : 
Receipts : 

Mortgage  loan  note  repaid 4,500.00 

Certificate  of  deposit 685.54 

$5,185.54 

Expended : 

Bonds    $    4,945.00 

Certificate    of    deposit 202.88 

Accrued    interest    37.66        $5,185.54 

Trust  Funds : 

Hiram  Kelly  bequest   $200,000.00 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  bequest  10,000.00 

Jerome  Beecher  bequest   2,000.00 

H.   W.  Jackson  bequest 1,000.00 

Hiram   Kelly   increment 65,000.00    $278,000.00 

Investments : 

Municipal  bonds  $277,759.46 

Certificate  of  deposit  202.88 

Accrued  interest    5.33 

Cash  in  bank   32.33    $278,000.00 
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We  have  audited  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Chicago  Public  Li- 
brary for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1913,  and  find  them  to  be  correct. 

We  were  permitted  by  the  City  Treasurer's  office  to  examine  the  li- 
brary accounts  in  the  books  of  the  city,  and  we  find  the  receipts  of  inter- 
est, taxes,  etc.,  entered  therein  agree  with  the  receipts  in  the  library 
books. 

In  company  with  the  members  of  the  Finance  Committee  and  the 
Secretary,  we  inspected  the  securities  representing  the  various  invest- 
ments, all  of  which  were  produced  to  us. 

We  have  also  examined  the  foregoing  statements  and  compared 
them  with  the  books,  vouchers  and  securities,  and  we  certify  them  to  be 
correct. 

Yours  faithfully, 

WM.  W.  THOMPSON  &  Co., 
Certified  Public  Accountants. 

Books. 

Number  of  books  in  Library  June  1,  1912 481,708 

Number  of  books  purchased  the  past  year 39,035 

Number  of  books  donated  the  past  year 6,368 

Number  of  books  acquired  by  binding 1,608 

Other  sources   .  456 


Total  number  of  books  added  past  year 47,467 

Number  of  books  worn  out  the   past  year 9,503 

Number  of  books  lost   and   paid    for 1,042 

Number  of  books  delinquent    in    1911-12 349 

Number  of  books  missing    in    1911-12 3,303 

Number  of  books  lost  by  fire  at  Austin   Branch 

and  not  deducted  in  1912 266 

Duplicate  volumes  disposed  of   1911-12 453 


Total  number  of  books   subtracted   the   past 

year 14,916 

Total  net  additions  the  past  year 32,551 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  Library  June  1,  1913 514,259 

Total  number  of  volumes  unaccounted  for  in  inventory  of  1913..     5,323 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.   G.    WILSON, 

Secretary. 

State  of  Illinois,        )  ss 
County  of  Cook.    J 

I,  H.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago 
Public  Library,  do  solemnly  swear  that  the  foregoing  statements  are  true 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

H.  G.  WILSON, 

Secretary. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  sixteenth  day  of  June,  A.  D. 
1913. 

JAMES  BUGGIE, 

Notary  Public. 
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List  of  Securities. 


No.  of 

Matur-  Denomin- 

Bonds.                           Description. 

Rate. 

ity. 

ation. 

Total. 

5 

City  of  Chicago  Judgment  refunding 

AY2% 

1924 

$1,000 

$    5,000.00 

5 

City  of  Chicago  Judgment  refunding.  4^2% 

1925 

1,000 

5,000.00 

8 

City  of  Chicago  Judgment  refunding 

Ay2% 

1926 

1,000 

8,000.00 

1 

City  of  Chicago  Judgment  refunding.  4  YT.% 

1927 

1,000 

1,000.00 

15 

City  of  Chicago  City  Hall  

A% 

1927 

1,000 

15,000.00 

15 

City  of  Chicago  City  Hall  

A% 

1928 

1,000 

15,000.00 

15 

City  of  Chicago  City  Hall  

A% 

1929 

1,000 

15,000.00 

38 

Lincoln  Park,  Town  of  Lake  View..  4% 

1923 

1,000 

38,000.00 

1 

Lincoln  Park    Commissioners  

A% 

1923 

1,000 

1,000.00 

7 

Lincoln    Park    Commissioners  

A% 

1925 

1,000 

7,000.00 

2 

Lincoln  Park    Commissioners  

4% 

1931 

1,000 

2,000.00 

13 

West    Park    Commissioners  

4% 

1916 

1,000 

13,000.00 

1 

West    Park    Commissioners  , 

4% 

1917 

1,000 

1,000.00 

3 

West    Park    Commissioners  

A% 

1918 

1,000 

3,000.00 

8 

West    Park    Commissioners  

A% 

1919 

1,000 

8,000.00 

6 

West    Park    Commissioners  

4% 

1920 

1,000 

6,000.00 

12 

West    Park    Commissioners  

4% 

1921 

1,000 

12,000.00 

3 

West    Park    Commissioners  

4% 

1922 

1,000 

3,000.00 

4 

West    Park    Commissioners  

4% 

1923 

1,000 

4,000.00 

8 

West    Park    Commissioners  

4%. 

1924 

1,000 

8,000.00 

1 

West    Park    Commissioners  

4% 

1925 

1,000 

1,000.00 

2 

West    Park    Commissioners  

4% 

1926 

1,000 

2,000.00 

2 

West    Park    Commissioners  

4% 

1927 

1,000 

2,000.00 

1 

West    Park    Commissioners  

4% 

1928 

1,000 

1,000.00 

2 

West    Park    Commissioners  

4% 

1930 

1,000 

2,000.00 

2 

South   Park  Commissioners  

4% 

1918 

1,000 

2,000.00 

7 

South   Park   Commissioners  

4% 

1919 

1,000 

7,000.00 

4 

South    Park  Commissioners  

4% 

1921 

1,000 

4,000.00 

32 

South   Park   Commissioners  

4% 

1923 

1,000 

32,000.00 

4 

Sanitary    District  

4% 

1919 

1,000 

4,000.00 

6 

Sanitary    District  

4% 

1920 

1,000 

6,000.00 

7 

Sanitary    District  

4% 

1922 

1,000 

7,000.00 

3 

Sanitary    District  

4% 

1923 

1,000 

3,000.00 

16 

Sanitary    District  

4% 

1926 

1,000 

16,000.00 

1 

Sanitary    District  

4% 

1928 

1,000 

1,000.00 

15 

Sanitary    District  

4% 

1930 

1,000 

15,000.00 

3 

School  District  No.  39,  Cook  County. 

4% 

500 

1,500.00 

1 

North  Shore  Electric  Co  

5% 

1922 

1,000 

1,000.00 

1 

Central  Pacific  Railway  Co  

4% 

1949 

500 

500.00 

Certificate     of     deposit     No.     D7968, 

Union   Trust    Co  

202.88 

Total  securities,  par  value $278,202.88 


•  UMMtr  BUUW63 
O  TRWEIJN6  LIBRARIES 
D  BRANCHES  IN  PARKS 
O  BRANCHES  IN  BUILDINGS 

x  ueuvtRr  STATWKS 

•  INDUSTRIAL  BRANCHES 

O  STATBHS  IN  BUSINESS  "OUStS 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 


To  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY: 

Gentlemen:  It  would  be  mere  repetition  of  former  reports 
to  review  in  detail  the  financial  situation  which  unfavorably 
affects  the  extension  work  of  the  Chicago  Public  Library.  It 
will  suffice,  by  way  of  summary,  to  note  that  the  legislatures  of 
1911  and  1913  enacted  relief  measures,  differing  in  terms  but 
akin  as  to  ends  sought,  and  that  these  failed  by  interposition  of 
vetoes  from  the  governors  then  in  authority.  Each  of  the  pro- 
posed measures  was,  unfortunately,  bound  up  with  provisions 
unrelated  to  the  library's  interests,  and  these  provisions  provoked 
gubernatorial  disfavor. 


Despite  the  difficulties  thus  imposed  upon  the  efforts  of  the 
Board  of  Directors  to  carry  its  work  into  all  sections  of  the 
city,  substantial  progress  has  .been  achieved  in  multiplying 
agencies,  increasing  circulation  of  books  for  home  use,  and  ex- 
panding the  territory  served  locally  instead  of  at  long  range. 
The  gain  thus  effected  has  been  chiefly  by  means  of  additional 
Commercial  and  Industrial  libraries  installed  for  the  use  of  em- 
ployees in  business  houses  and  in  factories,  and  by  locating 
Deposit  stations  in  localities  along  the  inner  fringe  of  the  city's 
boundary  lines.  These  collections  have  been  much  appreciated, 
as  is  shown  by  the  statistics  of  use.  The  collections  have  been 
carefully  chosen,  and  have  been  kept  fresh  and  up-to-date  by 
frequent  exchanges  from  the  central  collection. 

Lacking  funds  with  which  to  undertake  extensive  expansion 
of  service,  the  policy  of  utilizing  every  available  opportunity 
through  co-operation  with  park  boards,  school  authorities,  set- 
tlements and  institutions  generally  has  been  vigorously  followed. 
It  has  thus  been  possible  to  increase  the  home  circulation  nearly 
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90  per  cent,  in  five  years,  with  corresponding  gain  in  work  with 
schools  and  general  reference  work,  as  well  as  in  other  lines  of 
library  activity.  Five  years  ago,  the  Library  possessed  one 
branch;  this  year  ends  with  twenty-six  in  operation.  Five  years 
ago,  the  number  of  public  reading  rooms  was  fifteen;  the  read- 
ing rooms  now  number  twenty-six,  not  including  those  in  busi- 
ness houses,  nor  four  in  the  Main  building.  Five  years  ago, 
there  were  no  class  room  libraries  sent  into  schools,  and  the 
school  use  was  represented  by  606  issues.  Last  year,  the  class 
room  libraries  numbered  342  and  the  total  issue  was  112,992 
volumes.  Five  years  ago,  the  card-holders  numbered  96,708; 
the  number  now  is  154,127.  Five  years  ago,  the  total  home  use 
of  books  was  1,601,645;  last  year,  it  had  grown  to  3,037,035. 

Without  additional  financial  resources,  this  great  gain  must 
soon  come  to  an  end,  and  large  areas  within  the  corporate  limits 
will  still  remain  untouched  by  library  influences.  Economies 
in  the  organization  maintained  at  the  Main  library  have  been 
effected,  and  a  comparatively  meager  general  collection  of  books 
has  been  made  to  do  extra  duty.  Further  economies  are  dimin- 
ishingly  possible,  and  the  books  are  wearing  out  without  adequate 
replacement.  There  is  no  escape  from  the  conclusion  that  the 
Library  must  have  its  revenues  increased,  or  the  impetus  given 
to  the  expansion  of  its  work  will  be  seriously  checked. 

II 

An  average  of  15,532  persons  for  every  day  of  the  year  repre- 
sents the  patronage  of  the  Library.  The  total  number  of  places 
where  books  are  issued  for  use  at  home  is  488,  and  the  distri- 
bution of  these  agencies,  with  the  exception  of  school  deposits, 
is  shown  on  the  accompanying  map.  The  agencies  represented 
•in  the  service  of  the  Library  are  the  following: 

1  Central  building. 
26  Branches. 
87  Delivery  stations. 
23  Deposit  stations. 

9  Traveling  library  deposit  stations. 
342  School  deposit  stations. 
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Of  the  twenty-six  branches,  two  are  located  in  well-equipped 
buildings  constructed  for  the  purpose;  fifteen  in  park  field 
houses ;  one  in  a  building  designed  as  a  suburban  railway  station 
and  converted  to  library  use;  two  in  institutional  buildings;  five 
in  rented  quarters ;  one  in  a  school  building. 

The  branches  in  each  geographical  division  of  the  city 
number : 

North   Side 2 

South   Side 11 

West  Side 13 

A  glance  at  the  accompanying  map  shows  that  some  of  the 
remoter  sections  of  the  city  are  seventeen  miles  distant  from 
the  central  district,  and  that  the  agencies  of  the  Library  farthest 
from  the  central  building  are  located  at  distances  of  fourteen 
miles  south,  nine  miles  north,  nine  miles  west,  and  thirteen  miles 
southwest.  The  Library  maintains  six  automobile  delivery  trucks 
in  serving  the  numerous  agencies. 

Ill 

In  the  matter  of  branch  libraries  sufficiently  equipped  and 
comfortably  housed,  the  Chicago  Public  Library  trails  far  behind 
the  systems  of  every  other  city  of  the  first  class  in  the  United 
States,  and  of  most  of  the  municipalities  of  the  second  class, 
with  the  possible  exception  of  two.  There. is  need,  if  the  system 
here  shall  be  properly  and  logically  developed,  that  a  beginning 
should  be  made  in  establishing  a  comprehensive  chain  of  branch 
libraries,  located  with  reference  to  groups  of  population,  and  not 
dependent  as  now  upon  the  chance  of  proffered  hospitality  from 
other  boards  and  institutions.  Measures  should  be  taken,  at  the 
earliest  date  possible,  to  realize  several  adequate  branch  libraries 
annually,  until  the  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  square  miles  of 
territory  within  the  corporate  area  of  Chicago  are  dotted  with 
them  at  suitable  distances  to  give  all  the  people  similar  privileges. 
Planning  thus,  many  years  in  anticipation,  a  logical  and  efficient 
library  system  will  eventually  be  realized  on  a  basis  that  shall 
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make  for  economy  of  administration  and  maximum  of  efficiency. 
The  branches  should  be  erected  without  architectural  extrava- 
gance— they  should  be  designed  for  utility  rather  than  as  show 
places. 

IV 

Of  parallel  importance  with  the  erection  of  branch  library 
buildings  are  physical  changes  in  the  Main  building.  Until  these 
are  completed,  certain  departmental  work  must  perforce  be 
carried  on  under  costly  difficulties  of  routing  and  administration. 
The  principal  changes,  not  mentioning  those  which  would  be  de- 
sirable, though  relatively  less  urgent,  are  these: 

Extension  of  Open  Shelf  room  to  the  north  wing  of  the 
building. 

Equipment  of  Stations  division  in  new  extension  above 
contemplated,  on  mezzanine  floor  beneath  Open  Shelf,  adjacent 
to  book  stacks  and  directly  over  shipping  platform. 

Rearrangement  of  Reference  Room  facilities,  placing  counter 
midway,  and  opposite  west  entrance,  with  a  special  reference 
collection  on  lower  floor  accessible  by  means  of  a  service  stairway. 

Transfer  of  Schools  division  from  present  inadequate  quar- 
ters to  room  now  occupied  by  the  Stations  division,  amplifying 
the  space  by  constructing  a  mezzanine  floor. 

In  addition  to  funds  for  building  purposes,  special  needs 
would  warrant  expenditures  as  follows: 

Rebinding  reference  volumes,  patents  and  documents, 
$25,000. 

Thorough  revision  of  finding  lists  and  special  card  cata- 
logs, including  editorial  service,  $15,000. 

Replacement  and  duplication  of  books  in  the  branch  libraries, 
$60,000. 

Purchase  and  preparation  of  books  for  the  class  room  col- 
lections, $50,000. 

Extension  of  Deposit  collections  $50,000. 
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V 

By  order  adopted  in  March,  by  unanimous  vote  of  the  City 
Council,  the  direction  of  the  Municipal  Reference  Library  in  the 
City  Hall  was  transferred  from  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  to  the 
Chicago  Public  Library.  The  work  of  adjustment  was  at  once 
undertaken,  some  of  the  resultant  advantages  being  clearly  anti- 
cipated by  the  Administration  Committee  in  a  report,  April  7, 
recommending  the  acceptance  of  the  arrangement  contemplated 
by  the  action  of  the  City  Council : 

"Inasmuch  as  some  of  the  work  carried  on  by  the  Municipal 
Reference  Library  and  that  developed  in  the  Civics  Room  of  the 
Chicago  Public  Library  is  identical,  duplication  can  be  eliminated 
and  further  advantages  will  accrue  to  both  through  a  systematic 
organization  of  the  documentary  material  obtained  from  other 
municipalities  of  this  country  and  of  Europe.  By  directing  the 
work  of  both  these  departments  the  Library  can  materially 
strengthen  its  own  resources  and  broaden  the  work  which  has 
heretofore  been  done  in  the  Municipal  Reference  Library." 

The  year's  work  of  the  Library,  in  figures,  appears  in  the 
statistical  summaries  which  follow. 

Respectfully, 

HENRY  E.  LEGLER, 

Librarian. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


Home  circulation,  including  schools,  3,037,035,  a  gain  of  369,809  over 
the  previous  year. 

Daily  average  circulation,  9,957. 

School  circulation,  112,992. 

Number  of  branches,  26 ;  delivery  stations,  87 ;  deposit  stations,  23 ; 
traveling  libraries,  9 ;  school  deposits,  342.  Total  number  of  agencies,  487. 

Books  issued  in  Reference  Room,  exclusive  of  open  shelf  volumes, 
377,870. 

Books  issued  in  Art  Room,  50,787. 

Volumes  consulted  in  Document  Room:  Patents,  121,845;  public 
documents,  12,529 ;  scientific  magazines,  719 ;  books  for  blind,  93. 

Volumes  consulted  in  Civics  Room:  Directories,  17,990;  magazines, 
17,183;  books,  16,651;  pamphlets,  6,500;  bound  files  of  newspapers,  6,594. 

Number  of  employees  in  all  departments,  313;  total  payroll,  $224,- 
192.58. 

Number  of  card  holders,  153,397. 

GROWTH  OF  THE  LIBRARY 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  on  May  31,  1913,  was 
514,259,  a  net  increase  of  32,551.  over  the  number  reported  at 
the  close  of  last  year.  The  gross  accessions  of  the  year  num- 
bered 47,467  volumes.  Of  these,  39,035  were  purchased,  6,368 
were  donated,  1,385  were  acquired  by  binding  periodicals,  223 
by  binding  reports  and  pamphlets,  3  were  taken  from  the  duplicate 
room,  33  were  received  in  exchange  and  420  were  books  which 
had  been  lost  and  paid  for,  or  missing  in  previous  years  and  now 
recovered  and  re-accessioned. 

There  were  deducted  from  the  total  number  of  volumes  in 
the  library  during  the  past  year  the  following  items :  Books 
worn  out  and  withdrawn  from  circulation,  9,503;  books  lost 
and  paid  for,  1,208;  books  unaccounted  for  in  the  annual  inven- 
tory of  1911-12,  3,303;  books  not  recovered  from  delinquent  bor- 
rowers in  1911-12,  349;  453  duplicate  volumes  disposed  of  in  1912- 
13 ;  and  266  volumes  lost  by  fire  at  Austin  branch  in  1911,  and  not 
deducted  in  1912  report.  Of  the  books  worn  out  and  withdrawn 
from  circulation,  2,677  were  English  prose  fiction,  5,590  were 
juvenile  books,  526  were  books  in  foreign  languages,  arid  710  in 
all  other  classes. 

24 
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The  entire  amount  expended  for  books  was  $38,136.33,  which 
includes  purchases  for  branch  libraries  and  reading  rooms. 

HOME   CIRCULATION 

The  Circulation  Department  of  the  main  library  was  open 
on  305  days  during  the  year.  The  department  was  closed  on 
Sundays  and  holidays,  but  was  open  on  week-days  from  9  a.  m. 
to  8 :30  p.  m.  Exclusive  of  school  circulation,  the  total  number 
of  books  issued  for  home  use  was  2,924,043,  an  increase  of 
336,811  volumes,  or  thirteen  per  cent,  over  the  previous  year. 
The  total  daily  average  home  circulation  was  9,587  as  compared 
with  a  total  daily  average  of  8,455  of  the  previous  year.  The 
largest  number  of  books  issued  for  home  circulation  in  any  one 
day  at  the  main  library  was  7,371  on  February  24,  1913 ;  the 
smallest  number  3,297,  on  May  26,  1913.  The  fines  received  from 
delinquent  book  borrowers  amounted  to  $15,359.64.  The  number 
of  notices  sent  to  borrowers  and  guarantors  was  36,143.  The 
total  home  circulation,  including  the  branches  and  deposit  col- 
lections, is  shown  in  the  following  table,  month  by  month,  giving 
the  monthly  average  home  circulation  for  the  past  two  years. 
The  branches  were  open  for  circulation  on  every  day  of  the  year 
except  Christmas,  Fourth  of  July  and  Sundays  from  June  15 
to  September  15. 


1912-1913 

1911-1912 

Month 

Days 

Circu- 
lation 

Week 
Day 
Av'ge 

Month 

Days 

Circu- 
lation 

Week 
Day 
Av'ge 

June  

25 
26 
27 
24 
27 
25 
25 
26 
22 
26 
26 
26 

207,592 
215,523 
223,411 
199,745 
240,589 
258,632 
250,037 
278,051 
260,709 
290,203 
255,876 
243,675 

8,304 
8,289 
8,274 
8,327 
8,911 
10,345 
10,001 
10,694 
11,850 
11,162 
9,841 
9,372 

June 

26 
25 
27 
25 
26 
•25 
25 
26 
23 
26 
26 
26 

174,408 
167,150 
185,126 
179,380 
205,419 
225,935 
228,243 
246,762 
247,920 
269,470 
230,021 
227,398 

6,708 
6,686 
6,854 
7,175 
7,901 
9,037 
9,130 
9,452 
10,779 
10,364 
8,847 
8,746 

July    . 

Tulv 

August    .  .  . 
September 
October     .  . 
November 
December 
January     .  . 
February    . 
March    

August    .  .  . 
September 
October     .  . 
November 
December   . 
January     .  . 
February  .  . 
March 

April    

April 

May   

May 

Total    ... 

Total    ... 

305 

2,924,043 

9,614 

306 

2,587,232 

8,473 
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The  number  of  books  loaned  on  requisitions  received  from 
libraries  outside  of  the  city,  asking  for  the  loan  of  books  under 
the  inter-library  loan  plan,  was  83. 

The  recorded  circulation  of  books  deposited  in  public  schools 
increased  from  79,994  the  previous  year  to  112,992.  The  deposit 
stations  at  the  close  of  the  year,  exclusive  of  schools,  342  of 
which  were  reached,  numbered  23.  These  figures  are  also  exclu- 
sive of  settlements  and  collections  in  charge  of  social  agencies. 
The  number  of  books  on  deposit  May  31  was  14,881,  and  the  cir- 
culation during  the  year  was  as  follows : 

Deposit  stations 120,773 

Traveling   libraries 38,013 

Schools    112,992 


Total    271,778 

The  branch  circulation  figures  for  the  year  are  as  follows: 


Branches 


Books  Cir- 
culated Direct 


Armour  Square 

Austin   90,112 

Bessemer    Park 18,733 

Blackstone    74,389 

Burr  School 43,451 

Cornell    Square 31,090 

Davis    Square 14,161 

Dvorak    Park 25,079 

Eckhart    Park 43,446 

Fuller    Park 45,294 

Hamilton    Park 32,341 

Hamlin  Park 43,381 

Hebrew    Institute 76,733 

Holstein  Park  (6  months) 11,370 

Humboldt   38,166 

Kelly    143,369 

Lawndale    48,614 

Lewis  Institute 109,786 

Lincoln    Center 60,247 

Logan  Square  .'....• 65,351 

Mark  White 33,401 

Ogden    Park 25,445 

Seward    Park 8,765 

Sherman    Park 45,198 

Stanford    Park •. . .  42,553 

West  Twenty-Sixth  Street 89,412 


Books  Cir- 
culated Station 

10,920 
5,277 
4,176 
3,914 
3,207 
2,147 
2,004 
1,660 
3,193 
1,917 
5,692 
2,158 

20,799 
1,116 
4,867 
7,247 
2,955 
7,253 
5,475 
5,539 
2,413 

10,138 
6,308 
4,224 
7,769 
4,167 


Total 

10,920 
95,389 
22,909 
78,303 
46,658 
33,237 
16,165 
26,739 
46,639 
47,211 
38,033 
45,539 
97,532 
12,486 
43,033 
150,616 
51,569 
117,039 
65,722 
70,890 
35,814 
35,583 
15,073 
49,422 
50,322 
93,579 


1,259,887 


136,535 


1,396,422 
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CLASSIFICATION   OF   THE   CIRCULATION 

The  classification  of  the  books  issued  for  home  reading  at 
the  main  library  and  through  the  delivery  stations,  showing  the 

number  of  volumes  and  the  percentage  of  each  class,  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Volumes.  Pet. 

English   prose   fiction 647,032  43.01 

Juvenile   literature 406,632  27.03 

History  and  biography 54,609  03.63 

Geography  and  travels   37,459  02.49 

Sciences  and  arts 167,437  11.13 

Poetry  and  drama 59,724  03.97 

Foreign  languages   87,554  05.82 

Miscellaneous  43,928  02.92 


1,504,375  100.00 

REGISTRATION 

During  the  three  years  ending  May  31,  1913,  the  statistics 
of  the  Registry  Department  show  that  170,476  cards  were  issued. 
There  were  canceled  during  this  period  17,079  cards,  leaving  the 
number  of  live  cards  outstanding  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
153,397.  Of  the  total  number  of  cards  issued  during  the  year 
14,314  were  applied  for  at  the  main  library  and  42,100  at  the 
delivery  stations  and  branches.  There  were  issued  1,099  teach- 
ers' cards,  26,706  non-fiction  cards,  941  vacation  cards,  16,127 
juvenile  cards,  and  70  research  cards.  Number  of  cards  lost 
and  replaced  by  new  cards  was  8,349. 

DELIVERY  STATIONS 

The  circulation  of  books  for  home  use  through  the  delivery 
stations  was  883,366,  a  decrease  of  65,449  as  compared  with  last 
year.  The  number  of  delivery  stations  in  operation  at  the  close 
of  the  year  was  113,  as  compared  with  116  the  previous  year. 
The  amount  expended  for  compensation  of  delivery  station  keep- 
ers and  for  transportation  service,  including  salaries  of  motor 
wagon  operators,  was  $11,745.70  (salaries  of  chauffeurs  are 
included  in  main  payroll  since  January  1,  1913). 
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REFERENCE  ROOM 

The  number  of  recorded  visitors  to  the  Reference  Room 
was  144,003.  The  total  number  of  volumes  issued  from  the 
stack  rooms  was  377,870,  which  shows  a  decrease  of  37,193  vol- 
umes when  compared  with  last  year's  report.  .  No  estimate  is 
possible  of  the  number  of  open-shelf  books  used  in  the  room. 
The  largest  attendance  at  any  one  time  was  241  at  3  o'clock  on 
February  15,  1913. 

The  classification  of  books  used  in  the  Reference  Room  is 
as  follows: 

Volumes.  Pet. 

Arts   and   sciences 133,144  35.30 

History   and   biography 58,064  15.30 

Bound    periodicals 48,081  12.70 

Geography  and  travels 33,903                   8.80 

Language   and   literature 68,102  19.00 

All   other   classes 36,576                   8.90 


377,870  100.00 


ART  ROOM 


The  Art  Room  was  visited  by  14,573  readers,  who  consulted 
50,787  books.  Exhibits  of  illustrated  books  and  engravings  were 
given  during  the  year,  covering  the  following  subjects : 

Tapestry  and  Lace;  Flowers  and  Landscape  Gardening; 
Homes  and  Home  Furnishing;  Mexico;  China  and  the  Chinese. 

READING  ROOM 

The  average  number  of  persons  present  in  the  Reading 
Room  at  the  close  of  each  hour  from  9  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m.  was 
215.  The  maximum  average  attendance  throughout  the  year 
was  at  3  o'clock,  when  275  readers  were  counted,  as  against  301 
during  the  year  before.  The  largest  number  present  in  the  room 
at  one  time  was  470,  on  March  2,  1913,  at  3  o'clock. 

The  number  of  newspapers  and  magazines  on  file  in  the 
Reading  Room  is  1,162. 
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The  amount  expended  for  newspapers  and  periodicals  for 
all  the  branches  and  reading  rooms  was  $6,425.48.  The  South 
Park  Commissioners  supplied  the  magazines  for  reading  rooms 
Nos.  7—11. 


The  attendance  in  the  Room  for  Patent  Reports  and  Public 
Documents  was  29,849  during  the  year.  There  were  consulted 
in  this  room  121,845  volumes  of  patent  reports  and  12,529  vol- 
umes of  public  documents;  also  719  volumes  of  certain  scientific 
journals  which  are  kept  in  this  department. 

CIVICS    ROOM 

The  number  of  recorded  visitors  to  the  Civics  Room  during 
the  year  was  43,187,  to  whom  were  issued  17,990  directories. 
17,183  magazines,  and  22,620  books  and  boxes  of  pamphlet  ma- 
terial. There  were  also  consulted  in  this  room  6,594  volumes  of 
bound  newspapers. 

BOOKS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

The  collection  of  books  for  the  blind  now  numbers  1,370 
volumes,  comprising  607  volumes  in  Braille  print,  459  volumes 
in  Moon  type,  227  volumes  in  American  Line,  and  77  volumes 
in  New  York  Point.  Ten  volumes  were  added  during  the  year. 
There  were  circulated  for  home  use  2,620  volumes;  93  volumes 
were  used  at  the  main  library. 

ADMINISTRATION 

The  entire  number  of  persons  employed  in  all  departments 
of  the  library  service  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  313,  an  increase 
of  ten  over  last  year.  The  pay-rolls  of  the  main  library  and 
branches  amounted  to  $224,192.58. 
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BINDING 

The  number  of  volumes  bound  during  the  year  was  47,286. 
Of  these  41,500  were  newly  bound  or  rebound,  and  5,786  were 
resewed  in  the  old  covers.  There  were  repaired  in  the  Binding 
Department  45,699  books;  8,499  were  repaired  at  the  binderies. 
The  books  relabeled  during  the  year  numbered  46,768  volumes. 
The  amount  expended  for  binding  was  $19,321.85. 

ANNUAL  INVENTORY 

The  total  number  of  books  missing  at  the  close  of  the  year 
was  5,691,  as  compared  with  3,695  in  1911-12.  Of  these  1,695 
are  missing  at  the  main  library,  3,726  in  the  branches,  and  270 
in  the  deposit  collections.  Of  the  books  unaccounted  for  in  last 
year's  inventory,  392  have  since  been  found. 

CATALOG  DEPARTMENT 

During  the  year  16,353  volumes  were  cataloged  and  classi- 
fied. Of  these  7,905  were  new  titles,  5,480  were  extra  copies  and 
2,081,  were  replacements,  and  887  were  recataloged.  Continua- 
tions of  books  and  periodicals  numbered  2,083. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  public  card  catalog  28,065 
cards,  9,013  of  them  being  subject  cards.  Additions  and  cor- 
rections comprised  6,930  cards.  The  official  card  catalog  was 
augmented  by  21,745,  including  additions,  corrections  and  for- 
eign deposit  collection  cards. 

There  were  ordered  from  the  Library  of  Congress  for  the 
main  building  7,302  titles,  of  which  5,992  were  received,  and 
1,412  cards  ordered  were  not  received.  There  was  no  record 
kept  of  cards  added  to  seven  departmental  catalogs  in  the  main 
building. 
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BOOK  ACCESSIONS  1912-13 
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1874 

18,183 

11,331 

9,899 

1,432 

$10.733.11 

2,638 

1875 

39,236 

21,053 

20,122 

969 

28,410.63 

38 

1,944 

1880 

67,772 

8,440 

7,799 

641 

7,404.52 

1,137 

487 

1885 

111,621 

6,836 

5,692 

1,144 

6,899.14 

698 

3,201 

1890 

156,242 

10,908 

10,073 

835 

11,148.66 

3,507 

1,635 

1895 

211,157 

18,485 

16,727 

975 

19,431.18 

5,595 

1,236 

1900 

258,498 

12,911 

9,651 

1,622 

12,476.70 

3,905 

1,807 

1905 

304,510 

22,879 

18,436 

2,097 

19,884.79 

8,002 

3,456 

1906 

323,610 

26,236 

22,616 

1,997 

24,013.53 

6,365 

4,042 

1907 

339,282 

24,987 

21,927 

1,438 

20,078.07 

8,303 

2,596 

1908 

352,093 

25,843 

22,353 

1,765 

24,262.76 

11,466 

1,499 

1909 

365,349 

28,197 

25,303 

1,315 

27,064.70 

12,900 

868 

1910 

402,848 

55,990 

51,482 

2,693 

45,520.85 

14,688 

132 

1911 

448,073 

58,644 

54,504 

2,070 

46,283.09 

10,020 

2,022 

1912 

481,708 

50,952 

45,834 

3,655 

43,190.29 

10,340 

1,944 

1913 

514,259 

47,467 

39,035 

6,368 

38,136.33 

9,503 

1,734 

CIRCULATION  OF  BOOKS  1912-13 


Year 

Home 
Circulation 
of  Books 

Daily 
Average 
Circulation 

Books  Issued 
Through 
Delivery 
Stations 

Books   Used 
Through 
Branches 
(direct  and 
station) 

Fines 

1874 

7,659 

295 

$             3.65 

1875 

399,156 

1,313 

2,648.72 

1880 

306,751 

1,002 

1,775.72 

1885 

519,691 

1,704 

65,271 

3,088.00 

1890 

843,971 

2,830 

201,257 

4,853.75 

1895 

1,147,862 

3,816 

545,866 

5,543,88 

1900 

1,749,775 

5,769 

1,143,391 

7,196.98 

1904 

1,199,602 

3,959 

662,896 

6,634.78 

1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 

1,336,199 
1,411,106 
1,414,292 
1,601,645 
1,777,142 
1,805,012 
2,256,022 
2,587,232 
3,037,035 

4,400 
4,548 
4,521 
5,046 
5,885 
5,938 
7,397 
8,455 
9,587 

788,657 
846,802 
844,415 
954,000 
1,129,450 
1,135,848 
1,075,376 
948,815 
883,366 

4,336 
36,343 
52,451 
71,074 
70,486 
184,956 
592,454 
1,063,422 
1,680,529 

6,732.20 
7,484.91 
8,284.65 
8,662.83 
9,162.63 
10,151.94 
12,851.36 
14,196.22 
15,359.64 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  LIBRARY 


Total    Ac- 
cessions of 
the 
the      Year 

Net  Addi- 
tions   of 
the   Year 

Total    No. 
of     Vol- 
umes  in 
Library 

969 

743 

26,353 

953 

850 

18,349 

Travels    

996 

880 

16,894 

Poetry  and  Drama  

926 

858 

11,924 

Essays  and  miscellanies  

388 

330 

6,038 

Polygraphy  and  collected  works  

0 

5 

4,699 

Fine  arts   .  .  '.  

2,028 

1,757 

12,543 

Natural  sciences   

668 

539 

13,543 

Practical  Arts    (including  patents)  

1,522 

1,173 

31,061 

Political  and  Social  Science  

1,365 

1,262 

15,178 

Language   and  literature  

734 

583 

11,277 

Mental  and  moral  science  

808 

740 

8,841 

Ancjent  classics    '.  

54 

49 

1,783 

Religion         

1,050 

1,005 

9664 

Medicine    

282 

240 

2,050 

Law    

72 

63 

1,400 

Periodicals  and  newspapers  

1,534 

1,276 

52,017 

Government  documents  and  State  papers. 
Bibliography    

1,238 
262 

1,237 
257 

29,136 
5,113 

Dictionaries  and  encyclopaedias  

612 

560 

7,585 

English    prose    fiction  

11,615 

7,903 

94,378 

Juvenile    books  

15,856 

7,460 

70,350 

German  books  

725 

415 

26,356 

French    books  

232 

195 

12,294 

Italian    books  

203 

185 

1,962 

Spanish  books  

18 

8 

1,212 

Portuguese    books  

1 

0 

44 

Dutch    books  

1 

5 

1,483 

Bohemian  books  

26 

137 

5,190 

Lettish  books  

477 

477 

477 

Polish    books  

458 

409 

2789 

Russian  books  

9 

13 

903 

Scandinavian  books. 

819 

757 

8042 

Hungarian  books  

8 

1 

231 

Lithuanian   books  

1 

1 

624 

Welsh    books  

0 

0 

7 

Yiddish  books  

528 

469 

943 

Japanese  and  Chinese  books  

0 

0 

133 

Other   languages  

19 

19 

23 

Books  for  the  blind  

10 

10 

1,370 

Total 

47.467 

32.551 

514.259 
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BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
1913-1914 

ANTONIO  LAGORIO,  President Term  expires  1915 

MAX  HENIUS,  Vice-President "  "  1917 

SAMUEL  DESPRES "  "  1915 

*OSCAR  G.  MAYER "  "  1915 

JAMES  J.  HEALY "  "  .1916 

FRANK  J.  POKORNEY .  "  "  1916 

T.  FRANK  O'CONNELL "  "  1916 

PHILIP  M.  KSYCKI "  "  1917 

CHARLES  C  BREYER..  "  "  1917 


*  Appointed  Jan.  12,  1914,  to  succeed  Malcolm  McDowell,  resigned. 


HARRY  G.  WILSON,  Secretary  to  the  Board. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 
1913-1914 

Library:    Directors  Despres,  Henius  and  Healy. 
Administration:     Directors  Pokorney,  Henius  and  Mayer. 
Branches:    Directors  Henius,  O'Connell  and  Mayer. 
Delivery  Stations:     Directors  Ksycki,  Breyer  and  Pokorney. 
Buildings  and  Grounds:     Directors  Breyer,  Despres  and  O'Connell. 
Finance:     Directors  Healy,  Breyer  and  Mayer. 
By-Laws:     Directors  O'Connell,  Despres  and  Ksycki. 

3 


MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  FROM  ITS  ORGANIZATION,  APRIL  11,  1872,  TO  JULY 
1,  1914,  WITH  THEIR  TERMS  OF  SERVICE. 


Allen,  James  Lane,  1880-82. 
*Anthony,  Elliott,  1872-77. 

Armstrong,     Geo.     B.,     1881-82; 
1908-11. 

Barr,  Alfred  E.,  1899. 

Beebe,  Wm.  H.,  1887-89. 
*Billings,  Albert  M.,  1875-78. 
*Blodgett,  Edward  A.,  1908-10. 

Bowers,  James  R,  1901-08. 

Bradley,  J.  Harley,  1887. 

Breyer,  Charles  C,  1913-14. 
*Brine,  Geo.  J.,  1886-87. 

Brosseau,  Z.  P.,  1893-96;  1901-07. 
*Callaghan,  B.,  1880-96. 

Cigrand,   B.  J.,   1903-10. 

Collins,  Michael  J.,  1912-13. 
*Curran,  Wm.,  1882-83. 

Despres,     Samuel,     1903-06;  1912- 
'15. 

Diener,  T.  C.,  1893-95. 

Dreyer,  Edw.  S.,  1889-95. 

Eckhart,  John  W.,  1901-07. 

Egan,  Dennis  J.,  1903-05. 
*Enright,  John  W.,  1883-88. 
*Forrester,  Robert  H.,  1879-80. 

Frank,  Mortimer,  1910-13. 

Franks,  Jacob,  1897-03. 

Freeman,  Henry  V.,  1910-13. 

Fyffe,  Colin  C.  H.,  1903-05. 

Garibaldi,  John  G.,  1900-02. 
*Gunderson,  S.  T.,  1895-98. 
"Hamilton,  John  B.,  1896-98. 
*Hatch,    Azel    F.,    1890-93;    1894- 

1900. 

*Hayes,  Samuel  S.,  1872-75. 
Healy,  J.  J.,  1913-16. 

Hedenberg,  James  W.,  1895-98. 

Heldmann,  Geo.  D.,  1902-03. 

Henius,  Max,  1911-14. 

Herhold,  Frederick  H.,  1897-1901. 

Hirsch,  Emil  G.,  1888-97. 

Hotz,  Ferdinand  C,  1875-81. 
*Hoyne,  Thos.,  1872-75. 

Hutchinson,  Chas.  L.,  1898-01. 

Hynes,  Wm.  J.,  1881-87. 
*Kadlec,  L.  W.,  1880-89. 

Kaspar,  Wm.,  1889-94. 

Keeley,  Thos.  R,  1894-97. 
*Kent,  Wm.  D.,  1888-89. 

Ksycki,  Philip  M.,  1911-14. 

Kuflewski,  W.  A.,   1899-02. 


Lagorio,  Antonio,  1906-15. 

Lewke,  Otto  W.,  1897-1900. 

Lindstrand,  Frans  A.,  1903-06. 
"Loewenthal,  B.,   1875-82. 

Lowe,  John  W.,  1902-06. 

McCormick,  Robert  S.,  1895-01. 

McDowell,   Malcolm,  1913-14. 

MacMillan,  T.  C,  1882-87. 

Mannhardt,  Emil,  1885-88. 

Mason,  George,  1874-80. 

Mayer,  Oscar,  1914-15. 

Meeker,  Arthur,  1900-03. 
*Moos,  Bernhard,  1887-96. 
*Moses,  Adolph,  1882-88. 

Novak,  John  L.,  1905-08. 

Onahan,  Wm.  J.,  1874-81. 

O'Connell,  T.  Frank,  1913-16. 

Peabody,  Francis  S.,  1899-03. 

Plamondon,  Chas.  A.,  1899-02. 
Pokorney,  Frank  J.,  1913-16. 
*Queal,  Robert  R,  1872-76. 
*Raster,  Hermann,  1872-75. 

Rawson,  Frederick  H.,  1908-11. 

Rend,  Wm.   P.,   1889-92. 

Rogers,  Henry  W.,   1883-85. 
*Rosenthal,  Julius,  1872-75. 

Roulston,   Robert  J.,   1905-13. 

Rubens,  Harry,  1879-85. 

Ryan,  Andrew  J.,  1898-99. 
*Schmidt,  Ernst,  1881-82. 
*Scranton,  Abner  R.,   1876-79. 
*Sheahan,  James  W.,   1872-74. 
*Shields,  Michael,  1902-03. 
*Shorey,  Daniel  L.,  1872-80. 
*Shortall,  John  G.,  1886-95. 
*Smith,  Pliny  B..  1888-94. 
*Smith,  Robert  J.,  1890-93. 

Smith,  Sidney,  1877-79. 
*Smyth,  John  M.,  1892-95. 

Sprague,  O'tho  S.  A.,  1878-81. 

Stern,  Julius,  1906-12. 
*Swazey,  Arthur,  1885-87. 

Taylor,  Graham,  1906-12. 

Umbdenstock,  Michael,  1887-90. 

Van  Osdel,  John  M.,  1896-99. 

Wait,  Horatio  L.,  1910-13. 
*Walker,  J.  B.,  1875-83. 
Waterman,  Arba  N.,  1908-10. 
*Wells,  Wm.  H.,  1882-85. 
'Williams,  Norman,  1887-89. 
*Woodard,  Willard,  1872-74. 


*Sheahan,  Jas.  W.,  Acting  Secretary  from  April  11  to  July  20,  1872. 
*Wickersham,  W.  B.,  Secretary  from  July  20,  1872,  to  October  15,  1908. 
Wilson,   Harry   G.,   Acting   Secretary,    October    15,    1908,   to    March    11. 

1909.     Secretary  since  March  11,  1909. 
*Poole,  Wm.  F.,  LL.  D.,  Librarian  from  October  25,   1873,    to    August 

1,  1887. 

Hild,  Frederick  H.,  Librarian  from  October  15,  1887,  to  April  30,  1909. 
Roden,  Carl  B.,  Acting  Librarian  from  May  1,  1909,  to  October  11,  1909. 
Legler,  Henry  E.,  Librarian  since  October  11,  1909. 


^Deceased. 


LIBRARY  STAFF 

May  31,  1914 


ADMINISTRATION — Henry  E.  Legler,  librarian;  Carl  B.  Roden,  assist- 
ant librarian;  Nellie  L.  Kennedy,  librarian's  secretary  (resigned  Sept. 
15,  1913)  ;  Gertrude  C.  Shine,  librarian's  secretary. 

SECRETARY'S  OFFICE — Harry  G.  Wilson,  secretary;  Emanuel  Holy, 
Minnie  E.  Wills,  James  W.  McGovern. 

ORDER  DIVISION — Caroline  Bernhardt,  principal  assistant;  Katherine 
E.  Brady,  Rosalind  L.  Lillibridge,  Bessie  H.  Palmer,  senior  assistants; 
Daisy  Furchgott,  junior  assistant;  Leon  R.  Cohn,  page. 

CATALOG  DIVISION — Bessie  Goldberg,  chief;  Lucy  E.  Brown,  Emily  T. 
Larson,  Amelia  M.  Platt,  Anna  C.  Reque,  Jessie  M.  Woodford,  principal 
assistants;  Florence  W.  Arnold,  Gladys  Arnold,  Pyrrha  B.  Sheffield,  Irma 
L.  Snyder,  J.  Cornelia  Wyse,  senior  assistants;  Borghild  Asbornsen,  multi- 
graph  operator. 

CIRCULATION  DIVISION — James  C.  Barbee,  May  I.  Carroll,  George  S. 
King,  head  assistants;  Margaret  C.  O'Shaughnessy,  Jessie  B.  Perry,  prin- 
cipal assistants;  Elizabeth  Barnes,  James  E.  Edwards,  Irene  Ives,  Jessie 
E.  Reed,  Lora  A.  Rich,  senior  assistants;  Mary  Moser,  Katharine  H. 
Smith,  junior  assistants;  Paul  Breen,  John  J.  Bresnahan,  Morris  Cohen, 
Chester  Cole,  Francis  Cooney,  Walter  Faerber,  Meyer  Friedman,  Isadore 
Click,  George  Hillman,  Frank  Hunck,  Thomas  B.  Lewis,  Ray  A.  O'Con- 
nell,  Abe  Puzes,  Fred  Reeves,  Charles  Rich,  Chester  Roberts,  Louis 
Saperstein,  Ralph  Small,  pages. 

STATIONS  DIVISION — William  A.  Purer,  chief;  Christian  Sonne,  John 
Toman  (on  leave  of  absence),  principal  assistants;  George  F.  Bell,  Ray- 
mond Dwyer,  Harold  Hellgren,  Elie  Hudon,  William  Renner,  Joseph 
Rzepinski,  Emma  L.  Shaw,  senior  assistants;  Jacob  Cohen,  Fred  A.  A. 
Schweizer,  Agatha  Wieboldt,  junior  assistants;  Louis  Bassler,  Max  Berg, 
Tony  Carivello,  Louis  Casty,  Walter  Heraty,  Jacob  L.  Levin,  Arthur  Man- 
ning, Herman  L.  Miller,  Henry  Peterson,  James  Phelan,  Lawrence  Phil- 
lips, Otto  Refke,  Edward  Saperstein,  John  M.  J.  Scully,  Lawrence  Strauss, 
George  M.  Thompson,  Charles  E.  Titley,  Joseph  Weitzenfeld,  Morris 
Zimmerman,  Pages;  John  D.  Barchard,  John  Gawron,  Fred  C.  Lutter, 
William  J.  Soper,  John  P.  Wallenborn,  George  A.  Wiborg,  automobile 
operators;  Joseph  J.  Wesley,  automobile  care-taker. 


REFERENCE  DIVISION — Carrie  L.  Elliott,  chief ;  Charles  Lhotka,  assis- 
tant chief;  Frank  E.  Waska,  head  assistant  in  charge  of  Art  Room;  J. 
Frank  James,  Charles  F.  Zak,  principal  assistants;  W.  C.  Firebaugh, 
Walter  B.  Flintrup,  Charles  L.  Green,  Margaret  Kearney,  Mary  E.  Rae, 
senior  assistants;  John  B.  Bloom,  page. 

MUNICIPAL  REFERENCE  AND  Civics  ROOMS — Frederick  F.  Rex,  head 
assistant  in  charge  of  Municipal  Reference  Room;  Agnes  Donoghue, 
Edward  Kenwood,  Edith  Kammerling,  Ethel  Owen,  Edward  Peterson, 
senior  assistants. 

INSTRUCTIONAL  DIVISION — Faith  E.  Smith,  director  of  training  class; 
Cora  E.  Hinkins,  senior  assistant. 

PERIODICALS  DIVISION — Reidar  Arentz,  chief;  James  H.  Biddle,  Charles 
J.  Macko,  senior  assistants. 

PUBLICATIONS  DIVISION — Anna  J.  Ferguson,  Anna  Riordan,  principal 
assistants;  Maude  H.  T.  Freeman,  senior  assistant. 

REGISTRY  DIVISION — Lilyan  G.  Morawski,  chief;  Katharine  A.  Dono- 
van, principal  assistant;  Loretto  M.  Crowe,  Anna  A.  O'Brien,  Mary  Ryan, 
senior  assistants;  Dagne  Arentz,  Anna  V.  Donnelly,  Marjorie  M.  Owen, 
Blanche  V.  Shaw,  junior  assistants. 

BINDERY  DIVISION — J.  Ritchie  Patterson,  chief;  Mary  M.  Hishen, 
principal  assistant;  Margaret  Grain,  senior  assistant;  Lottie  Bewers,  Mar- 
guerite Hollingsworth,  Helen  Kasmar,  Anna  Olsen,  Hattie  O'Neal, 
Kathryn  Stevens,  Catherine  Thomson,  May  Weaymouth,  Rosebud  Weay- 
mouth,  assistants;  Harry  Barkowsky,  page. 

EVENING  DIVISION — Benjamin  M.  Smith,  chief;  Joseph  J.  Augustus, 
Nathan  R.  Levin,  Joseph  Rosenburg,  junior  assistants;  Cornelius  Cohen, 
Harry  Cohen,  Nathan  Dolnitsky,  William  T.  Horrobin,  Samuel  Kaplan, 
George  P.  Krick,  Salvatore  Lange,  Rocco  Motto,  Dominick  J.  Porto, 
William  Sheridan,  pages. 

SWITCHBOARD — Rebecca  M.  Burke,  clerk. 

BRANCHES  DIVISION — John  F.  Phelan,  chief;  Pearl  I.  Field,  supervisor 
of  special  deposits;  Dorothy  Bastin,  Nellie  E.  Doran,  Ida  B.  Johnson, 
Faith  Mix,  Marie  L.  Ryan,  senior  assistants;  Roey  Cowen,  Helen  Crowe, 
Hildagarde  Gardner,  Mildred  Gopdnow,  Helen  La  Berge,  Alice  Pullman, 
Nell  Willis,  junior  assistants;  Paul  Fallon,  Roland  J.  Kehoe,  Jacob  D. 
Levin,  pages. 

ARMOUR  SQUARE  BRANCH — Daisy  McHale,  branch  librarian;  Augusta 
G.  Kessell,  junior  assistant. 

AUSTIN  BRANCH — Julia  A.  Baker,  branch  librarian;  Julia  A.  Gerloff, 
senior  assistant;  Helen  S.  Babcock,  Louise  Foster,  junior  assistants;  Mel- 
ville E.  Eaton,  page;  Charles  T.  Gerloff,  janitor. 
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BESSEMER  PARK  BRANCH — Pearl  E.  Feddersen,  branch  librarian;  Dora 
Feddersen,  junior  assistant. 

BLACKSTONE  BRANCH — Mary  W.  Wood,  branch  librarian;  Anna  W. 
Thayer,  Mary  A.  Wilson,  senior  assistants;  Lorene  Campbell,  junior  as- 
sistant; Clarence  C.  Collier,  page;  John  Renkosicwicz,  engineer-janitor. 

BURR  SCHOOL  BRANCH — Helen  I.  Fix,  branch  librarian;  Genevieve  M. 
O'Leary,  junior  assistant;  Israel  Robins,  page. 

CORNELL  SQUARE  BRANCH — Kate  B.  Chase,  branch  librarian;  Mamie 
Neylen,  junior  assistant. 

DAVIS  SQUARE  BRANCH — Catherine  J.  Fox,  branch  librarian;  Marco 
Rosenfeldt,  page. 

DVORAK  PARK  BRANCH — Helen  H.  Forman,  branch  librarian;  Eliza- 
beth Bell,  junior  assistant;  Leo  M.  Henikoff,  page. 

ECKHART  PARK  BRANCH — Ada  M.  Lanquist,  branch  librarian;  Fanchon 
I.  Henderson,  junior  assistant;  Edward  F.  Eckhardt,  page. 

FULLER  PARK  BRANCH — Alice  M.  Farquhar,  branch  librarian;  Vivian 
G.  Harsh,  senior  assistant;  William  Yonker,  page. 

HAMILTON  PARK  BRANCH — Frances  C.  Cantner,  branch  librarian; 
Edith  F.  Long,  junior  assistant;  Eli  M.  Aaron,  page. 

HAMLIN  PARK  BRANCH — Maude  Blake,  branch  librarian;  Mary 
Pomerene,  junior  assistant;  Alexander  La  Zoris,  page. 

HEBREW  INSTITUTE  BRANCH — Mathilda  S.  Nodek,  branch  librarian; 
Naomi  W.  Pollard,  senior  assistant;  Gertrude  Leberstine,  Adeline  Neiman, 
junior  assistants;  Nathan  Kier,  page. 

HOLSTEIN  PARK  BRANCH — Charlotte-L.  Olson,  branch  librarian;  Mary 
Livshis,  junior  assistant;  Otto  Laska,  page. 

HUMBOLDT  PARK  BRANCH — Ada  M.  Anderson,  branch  librarian;  Nor- 
dica  Fenneman,  junior  assistant;  Jules  Herbuveaux,  page. 

HIRAM  KELLY  BRANCH — Adah  F.  Whitcomb,  branch  librarian;  Jose- 
phine M.  Johnson,  Eliza  Pendry,  senior  assistants;  Helen  Barlow,  Helen 
R.  Bayne,  Erva  E.  Romaine,  junior  assistants;  Emmett  J.  O'Neill,  Page; 
Thomas  P.  Conry,  engineer-janitor. 

LAWNDALE  BRANCH — Frances  V.  Rice,  branch  librarian;  Margaret  M. 
Bates,  Stella  Turek,  junior  assistants;  Mrs.  Anna  Broadbent,  janitress. 

LEWIS  INSTITUTE  BRANCH — Janet  M.  Green,  branch  librarian;  Wini- 
fred J.  Lagorio,  senior  assistant;  Margaret  Ely,  Margaret  McDonald, 
Geraldine  Scott,  junior  assistants;  Gladstone  Matejka,  page;  John  Balfour, 
janitor. 

LINCOLN  CENTER  BRANCH — Olive  E.  Pillsbury,  branch  librarian; 
Louise  M.  Hanagan,  senior  assistant;  Roberta  P.  Cooke,  junior  assistant; 
Ben  R.  Horwich,  page. 


LOGAN  SQUARE  BRANCH — Janet  O'Brien,  branch  librarian;  Emma 
Levin,  senior  assistant;  Cecelia  M.  Troy,  junior  assistant;  Harry  A. 
Quinn,  page;  Mrs.  Emily  Menz,  janitress. 

MARK  WHITE  BRANCH — Edith  Erskine,  branch  librarian;  Anna  Kel- 
ley,  junior  assistant. 

OGDEN  PARK  BRANCH — Minnie  S.  Clark,  branch  librarian;  Philomena 
Brennan,  junior  assistant. 

PALMER  PARK  BRANCH — Muriel  Dunne,  branch  librarian;  Margaret 
D.  Hill,  junior  assistant. 

SHERIDAN  BRANCH — Myrtle  E.  Sette,  branch  librarian;  Gertrude 
Husenetter,  senior  assistant;  Louise  Ayers,  junior  assistant;  Kenneth 
Hedges,  page;  Mrs.  Katie  Bogosh,  janitress. 

SHERMAN  PARK  BRANCH — Alberta  L.  McDermott,  branch  librarian; 
Evangeline  Beck,  junior  assistant;  William  J.  Kurzin,  page. 

STANFORD  PARK  BRANCH — Harriet  I.  Baer,  branch  librarian;  Rebecca 
M.  Bond,  junior  assistant;  Jacob  Shapiro,  page. 

SUMNER  BRANCH — Ella  J.  Horrobin,  branch  librarian;  Charlotte  Hart- 
mann,  junior  assistant. 

WALKER  BRANCH — Clara  L.  German,  branch  librarian;  Frank  Mc- 
Clain,  janitor. 

WEST  TWENTY-SIXTH  STREET  BRANCH — Bird  Morrison,  branch  li- 
brarian; Jessie  M.  Lawson,  Catherine  McNulty,  senior  assistants;  Anna 
Cylkowski,  junior  assistant;  Oliver  Eustace,  page. 

ENGINEERS'  DIVISION — Jacob  Reitz,  chief  engineer;  Robert  G.  Allison, 
Ernest  A.  Hart,  Peter  G.  Ledeboer,  Charles  I.  Moulton,  engineers;  Amby 
J.  Beery,  John  Guthrie,  John  Stretch,  firemen;  Andrew  E.  Christophersen, 
mechanical  and  electrical  engineer;  John  Clarke,  John  Murray,  coal- 
Passers;  Thomas  Davis,  Thomas  Guthrie,  oilers;  Cosmo  Pacente,  laborer. 

JANITORS'  DIVISION — James  J.  Linehan,  custodian  of  buildings;  John 
Ampey,  Joseph  Bennett,  Frank  Bergman,  James  C.  King,  Martin  R.  Logan, 
William  McDearmed,  Frank  Malina.  William  R.  Malone,  Peter  Murphy. 
William  P.  Shanley,  Frank  Smith,  janitors;  Josephena  Anderson,  Agnes 
F.  Cronin,  Josephine  Cubecheck,  Mary  Higgins,  Ellen  McDonald,  Catha- 
rine Murphy,  Catherine  Murray,  Josephine  Powers,  Emma  Spiering, 
janitresses;  Domihick  Carsello,  Alessandro  Farroli,  marble  cleaners;  Mar- 
tin Schnee,  E.  Schoenbacher,  wood  finishers;  John  Christian,  Aaron  S. 
Einstein,  Christian  Ullrich,  watchmen;  John  McKay,  Robert  H.  Proudie, 
Axel  F.  Olson,  window  washers;  Nicholas  A.  Anderson,  carpenter;  Oscar 
Carlson.  Henry  Gill,  Charles  F.  Jackson,  Fred  Klineman,  William  W. 
Scanlon,  M.  J.  Sheridan,  elevator  operators;  J.  R.  Carleton,  coat  room 

attendant. 
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FORTY-SECOND  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF 

THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


To  THE  HONORABLE,  THE  MAYOR  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CITY 
COUNCIL,  CITY  OF  CHICAGO. 

Gentlemen:  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago  Public 
Library  presents  herewith  the  report  of  the  library  for  the  year 
ended  May  31,  1914,  being  the  forty-second  annual  report. 

The  reports  of  the  librarian  and  the  secretary  of  the  board, 
appended  hereto,  cover  in  detail  the  operations  of  the  library  in 
all  departments,  and  while  it  is  not  our  intention  to  dwell  on  the 
statistics  contained  in  these  reports,  a  few  of  the  figures  are  men- 
tioned here  as  being  well  worthy  of  your  consideration. 

The  total  amount  expended  for  books  was  $65,779.48,  a  sum 
far  in  excess  of  the  expenditure  for  books  in  any  one  year  in 
the  history  of  the  library.  An  analysis  of  the  total  expenditure 
shows  that  25  per  cent  was  for  books,  binding  and  periodicals,  59 
per  cent  for  salaries  and  16  per  cent  for  all  other  items,  including 
maintenance  and  care  of  buildings,  supplies,  furniture  and  fix- 
tures, transportation  and  delivery  of  books  to  the  various  agencies, 
etc.,  a  division  of  expenditure  that  compares  most  favorably  with 
the  percentage  of  expenditures  in  other  libraries. 

The  combined  circulation  of  books  for  home  use,  through 
the  various  sources,  exclusive  of  the  class  room  deposits  at  the 
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various  schools,  was  3,248,179.  This  figure  shows  a  remarkable 
growth  in  the  home  use  of  books;  an  increase  of  324,136  over 
the  circulation  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1913,  and  an  increase 
of  80  per  cent  over  the  circulation  for  the  year  ended  May  31, 
1910. 

There  are  now  in  operation,  in  addition  to  the  main  library, 
716  different  agencies  for  the  circulation  of  books  for  home  use: 

Traveling    libraries 17 

Branch    libraries 30 

Business  house  deposits 19 

Special  deposits   17 

Delivery  stations   74 

Class  room  collections  in  schools 559 

716 

The  traveling  library  collections  have  replaced  delivery  sta- 
tions in  remote  sections  of  the  city  where  the  delivery  of  books 
by  the  library  automobiles  was  difficult  or  impossible.  The  cir- 
culation of  books  from  these  small  collections  show  a  remark- 
able increase  over  the  circulation  through  the  delivery  stations 
supplanted.  The  following  instances  are  the  most  striking: 

Delivery  Station  Traveling  Library 

Jan.  1-May  31,  1913.  Jan.  1-May  31, 1914. 

Brighton  Park   699  5,265 

West  Pullman 3,809  11,082 

Grand  Crossing 2,891  8,860 

Four  new  branches  were  opened  during  the  year.  The  Sher- 
idan Branch,  located  near  the  intersection  of  Broadway  and  Law- 
rence avenue,  has  met  a  long  standing  demand  for  branch  library 
facilities  in  the  north  shore  district  of  Chicago,  and  since  the 
opening  on  February  28,  1914,  has  shown  a  rapid  growth  in  its 
various  departments.  By  the  annexation  of  the  Village  of  Mor- 
gan Park  to  the  city,  another  building,  the  George  C.  Walker 
Library,  was  added  to  the  branches  of  the  library.  Through 
the  co-operation  of  the  Board  of  Education,  a  branch  library  has 
recently  been  opened  in  the  Sumner  School,  Colorado  and  Kildare 
avenues. 

The  co-operation  between  the  Board  of  Education,  the  Lin- 
coln, South  and  West  Park  Boards  and  the  Library  Board  has 
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been  of  great  benefit  to  the  citizens  of  Chicago  in  the  extension  of 
library  privileges.  With  the  limited  resources  of  the  Library 
Board,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  extended  the 
branch  library  system  as  it  has  been  during  the  last  four  years. 

The  increased  efficiency  of  the  library  and  the  progress  made 
in  all  its  departments  has  been  accomplished  without  the  aid  of 
materially  increased  revenue.  The  lack  of  funds  has  necessarily 
retarded  the  growth  of  the  library  in  all  directions.  It  has  been 
found  necessary  to  "hold  back"  in  all  departments,  and  the  pur- 
chases have  been  only  those  that  were  absolutely  essential  for 
maintenance  of  work  already  begun.  In  opening  the  Sheridan 
Branch,  which  supplies  the  large  territory  north  of  Lincoln  Park, 
it  was  found  necessary  to  equip  the  room  and  pay  the  cost  of 
maintenance  from  the  accrued  income  of  the  Hiram  Kelly  Fund. 
The  funds  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  material  for  the  Music 
Room,  recently  established  by  the  board,  and  which  will  be 
opened  to  the  public  about  September  1st,  were  provided  from  the 
accumulated  income  of  the  Jerome  Beecher  Fund.  The  entire 
cost  of  maintenance  of  the  Hiram  Kelly  Branch  is  now,  as  here- 
tofore, paid  from  the  income  of  the  Hiram  Kelly  bequest. 

A  glance  at  the  balances  in  the  income  accounts  of  the  vari- 
ous trust  funds  will  show  that  only  a  short  time  will  elapse  before 
the  sums  now  to  the  credit  of  these  funds  will  be  exhausted  and 
relief  must  be  had  through  the  revenue  derived  from  the  library 
tax. 

The  operation  of  the  "Juul  Law"  affects  the  library  tax  rate 
in  a  way  that  no  other  municipal  rate  is  affected.  The  rate  that 
produced  the  library  revenue  for  the  calendar  year  of  1913  and 
1914  has  been  reduced  to  four-tenths  of  a  mill,  and  after  the  losses 
and  costs  are  deducted  this  leaves  a  sum  that  is  absolutely  inade- 
quate to  take  care  of  the  demands  made  upon  the  library  system. 
In  this  connection  we  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
library  rate  in  the  City  of  Chicago  is  the  only  library  rate  in  the 
State  of  Illinois  that  is  now  reduced  by  the  operation  of  the  "Juul 
Law."  It  is  apparent  that  the  board  will  soon  reach  the  point 
where  it  will  not  only  be  impossible  to  extend  its  work,  but  it  will 
be  unable  to  carry  on  its  present  activities. 
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To  remedy  this  situation  your  earnest  co-operation  is  asked 
in  securing  through  the  legislature  either  a  minimum  rate  of  not 
less  than  six-tenths  of  a  mill,  or  an  increased  maximum  rate  for 
library  purposes. 

In  the  event  of  the  culmination  of  plans  for  the  consolida- 
tion of  the  various  municipalities  within  the  city,  either  by  a  new 
city  charter  or  amendments  to  existing  laws,  we  respectfully,  but 
firmly,  insist  that  the  great  needs  of  the  Chicago  Public  Library 
be  taken  into  consideration,  and  that  at  the  proper  time  the 
officials  of  the  library  board  be  given  a  hearing  and  be  permitted 
to  present  their  case  in  behalf  of  the  library  which  has  grown 
to  a  recognized  standing  in  the  educational  system  of  Chicago. 

The  trust  funds  aggregate  $278,000.00,  and  are  invested  in 
bonds,  a  list  of  which  is  appended  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary. 

The  pension  fund  has  continued  to  increase  and  the  fund 
now  amounts  to  $97,876.15  with  a  list  of  205  contributors. 

During  the  year  one  employe  took  advantage  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law  and  retired  on  a  pension.  The  pensioners  now 
number  seven,  with  an  annual  pension  roll  of  $3,750.00. 

In  conclusion,  the  board  wishes  to  express  its  appreciation  of 
the  faithful  services  rendered  by  the  staff  in  all  departments. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

ANTONIO  LAGORIO,  President, 
MAX  HENIUS,  Vice  President, 
PHILIP  M.  KSYCKI, 
SAMUEL  DESPRES, 
CHARLES  C.  BREYER, 
JAMES  J.  HEALY, 
F.  J.  POKORNEY, 
T.  FRANK  O'CONNELL, 
OSCAR  G.  MAYER, 

Board  of  Directors. 
Chicago,  June  22,  1914. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SECRETARY 


Public  Library, 
Chicago,  June  22,  1914. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS,  THE  CHICAGO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Gentlemen:  As  required  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  Act 
of  the  General  Assembly,  under  which  the  Library  is  established 
and  maintained,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  financial  and  sta- 
tistical statements  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1914: 


PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND 
RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  FOR  YEAR  ENDED  MAY  31.  1914. 

Receipts. 

Taxes  1911  and  prior  years $    1,168.55 

Taxes  1912  collected  June  1,  1913,  to  Dec.  31,  1913 212,417.08 

Taxes  1913  collected  Jan.  1,  1914,  to  May  31,  1914 177,800.54 

Interest  on  cash  in  hands  City  Treasurer 1,428.52 

Miscellaneous  receipts : 

Sale  of  finding  lists $   587.87 

Books  lost  and  paid  for 1,133.22 

Miscellaneous    971.53          2,692.62 


$395,507.31 

Fines  for  retention  of  books  (paid  to  pension  fund — 

see  disbursements) 16,803.41 


Total   receipts   during  year $412,310.72 

Funds  June  1,  1913 : 

Balance  cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer $  59,223.45 

Cash  in  banks  and  in  Secretary's  hands 1,765.20 

$473,299.37 
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Disbursements. 

Books    $  62,040.11 

Delivery   stations,   miscellaneous 6,663.96 

Salaries  main  library 185,017.91 

Salaries    branches 48,567.68 

Salaries  delivery  stations 7,385.19 

Finding  lists   2,834.82 

Binding  25,095.37 

Periodicals   6,447.68 

Printing  and  stationery 5,789.93 

Fuel   9,725.56 

Insurance    2,496.64 

Repairs,  alterations  and  improvements 17,585.41 

Miscellaneous  expense 3,909.23 

Janitors    expense 61 1.03 

Heating  and  generating  plant 839.95 

Branches    miscellaneous 9,001.23 

Elevator  supplies  and  repairs 297.95 

Electric  supplies  and  repairs 434.61 

Furniture  and  fixtures 2,852.00 

Freight  and  expressage 157.57 

Postage  1,505.00 

Books  lost  and  paid  for — refunds 169.49 

Total   expenditures $399,428.32 

Pension  Fund : 

Fines  received  paid  into  pension  fund 16,803.41 

$416,231.73 
Security  Deposits : 

Deposits    refunded $3,238.80 

Deposits  for  library  cards  and  books  3,213.70  25.10 

$416,256.83 
Funds  May  31,  1914: 

Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 55,302.44 

Cash  in  banks  and  in  hands  of  Secretary 1,740.10 

$473,299.37 

Miscellaneous  Funds. 

Sherman  Park  Fund : 

Balance  June  1,  1913 $          9.65 

Books    $  5.93 

Balance  May  31,  1914 3.72                9.65 

Austin  Branch  Insurance  Fund : 

Balance  June  1,  1913 293.93 

Sundries   283.41 

Balance  May  31,  1914 10.52            293.93 
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TRUST  FUNDS. 
Cash  Receipts  and  Disbursements. 

Kelly  Fund  Income : 

Balance  June  1,  1913 $  15,149.56 

Interest  on  bank  balances 459.53 


$  15,609.09 

Transferred  to   Sheridan   Branch $    5,000.00 

Sundries  voted  by  Library  Board 350.00 

Balance  May  31,  1914 10,259.09        15,609.09 


Kelly  Branch  Library : 

Balance  June  1,  1913 1,400.03 

Income   from   investments 10,823.21 


$  12,223.24 

Books $1,186.81 

Periodicals    230.00 

Heat  and  light 746.84 

Binding    588.42 

Salaries  6,134.75 

Improvements     598.20 

Miscellaneous    132.44    $    9,617.46 


Books  for  branches.  * 909.95 

Balance  May  31,  1914 1,695.83        12,223.24 


Sheridan  Branch : 

Transferred  from  Kelly  fund  income $    5,000.00 

Salaries    $651.48 

Furniture  and  fixtures 338.47 

Periodicals    65.00 

Light  18.09 

Rent    560.00 

Miscellaneous   76.03    $     1,709.07 


Balance  May  31,  1914 3,290.93          5,000.00 


Ryder  Fund  Income : 

Balance  June   1,   1913 $    1,492.32 

Income   from   investments • 441.34 


$    1,933.66 

Books    $     1,399.77 

Balance  May  31,  1914 533.89          1,933.66 
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Beecher  Fund  Income : 

Balance  June  1,  1913 

Income  from  investments. 


Balance  May  31,  1914 $    2,572.50 


2,418.61 
153.89 

2,572.50 
2,572.50 


Jackson  Fund  Income: 

Balance  June  1,  1913 

Income   from   investments. 


Balance  May  31,   1914 $       221.37 


166.38 
54.99 


221.37 
221.37 


Summary  of  Balances. 
May  31,  1914. 

Kelly  Fund  Income $  10,259.09 

Kelly  Branch  Library ; 1,695.83 

Sheridan   Branch 3,290.93 

Ryder   Fund   Income 533.89 

Beecher  Fund  Income 2,572.50 

Jackson  Fund  Income 221.37 

$  18,573.61 

Capital  Account. 
Receipts : 

Certificate  of  deposit $       202.88 

Accrued  interest  on  bonds 37.66 

$       240.54 
Expended : 

Certificate  of  deposit $       240.54  240.54 

Trust  Funds  and  Investments. 
Trust  Funds: 

Hiram  Kelly  bequest $200,000.00 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  bequest 10,000.00 

Jerome  Beecher  bequest 2,000.00 

H.  W.  Jackson  bequest 1,000.00 

Hiram  Kelly  increment 65,000.00    $278,000.00 

Investments : 

Municipal  bonds  as  per  list  attached $277,759.46 

Certificate  of  deposit 240.54    $278,000.00 
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We  have  audited  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Chicago  Public  Library 
for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1914,  and  find  them  to  be  correct. 

We  were  permitted  by  the  city  treasurer's  office  to  examine  the 
library  accounts  in  the  books  of  the  city,  and  we  find  the  receipts  of  in- 
terest, taxes,  etc.,  entered  therein  agree  with  the  receipts  in  the  library 
books. 

In  company  with  two  members  of  the  Finance  Committee  and  the 
Secretary  we  inspected  the  securities  representing  the  various  investments, 
all  of  which  were  produced  to  us. 

We  have  also  examined  the  foregoing  statements  and  compared  them 
with  the  books,  vouchers  and  securities  and  we  certify  them  to  be  correct. 

Yours  faithfully, 

WM.  W.  THOMPSON  &  Co., 
Certified  Public  Accountants. 


Books. 

Number  of  books  in  Library  June  1,  1913 514,259 

Number  of  books' purchased  the  past  year 73,228 

Number  of  books  donated  the  past  year 2,670 

Number  of  books  received   from  other  sources..     2,333 


Total  number  of  books  added  past  year 78,231 

Number  of  books  worn  out  the  past  year 13,629 

Number  of  books  lost  and  paid  for 1,179 

Number  of  books  delinquent    1912-13 874 

Number  of  books  missing    1912-13 5,033 

Duplicate  volumes  disposed  of 554 

Books  found  and  money  refunded 137 


Total  number  of  books  subtracted  past  year.                   21,132 
Total  net  additions  past  year 57,099 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  library  June  1,  1914 571,358 

Total  number  of  volumes  unaccounted  for  in  inventory  of  1914 5,150 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  G.  WILSON, 

Secretary. 

State  of  Illinois,       ) 
County  of  Cook.    ) 

I,  H.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago 
Public  Library,  do  solemnly  swear  that  the  foregoing  statements  are  true 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

H.  G.  WILSON, 

Secretary. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me  this  twenty-second  day  of  June, 
A.  D.  1914.  JAMES  BUGGIE, 

Notary  Public. 
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List  of  Securities. 


No.  of 

Matur-  Denomin- 

Bonds.                           Description. 

Rate. 

ity. 

ation. 

Total. 

5 

City  of  Chicago  Judgment  refunding 

Ayffo 

1924 

$1,000 

$    5,000.00 

5 

City  of  Chicago  Judgment  refunding 

Al/2% 

1925 

1,000 

5,000.00 

8 

City  of  Chicago  Judgment  refunding 

Ay2% 

1926 

1,000 

8,000.00 

1 

City  of  Chicago  Judgment  refunding 

Ay2% 

1927 

1,000 

1.000.00 

15 

City  of  Chicago  City  Hall  

A% 

1927 

1,000 

15,000.00 

15 

City  of  Chicago  City  Hall  

A% 

1928 

1,000 

15,000.00 

15 

City  of  Chicago  City  Hall  

A% 

1929 

1,000 

15,000.00 

38 

Lincoln  Park,  Town  of  Lake  View.. 

A% 

1923 

1,000 

38,000.00 

1 

Lincoln    Park    Commissioners  

4% 

1923 

1,000 

1,000.00 

7 

Lincoln    Park    Commissioners  

.4% 

1925 

1,000 

7,000.00 

2 

Lincoln  Park    Commissioners  

A% 

1931 

1,000 

2,000.00 

13 

West    Park    Commissioners  

A% 

1916 

1,000 

13,000.00 

1 

West    Park    Commissioners  

A% 

1917 

1,000 

1,000.00 

3 

West    Park    Commissioners  

A% 

1918 

1,000 

3,000.00 

8 

West    Park    Commissioners  

A% 

1919 

1,000 

8,000.00 

6 

West    Park    Commissioners  

A% 

1920 

1,000 

6,000.00 

12 

West    Park    Commissioners  

A% 

1921 

-1,000 

12,000.00 

3 

West    Park    Commissioners  

A% 

1922 

1,000 

3,000.00 

4 

West    Park    Commissioners  

A% 

1923 

1,000 

4,000.00 

8 

West    Park    Commissioners  

A% 

1924 

1,000 

8,000.00 

1 

West    Park    Commissioners  

A% 

1925 

1,000 

1,000.00 

2 

West    Park    Commissioners  

A% 

1926 

1,000 

2,000.00 

2 

West    Park    Commissioners  

A% 

1927 

1,000 

2,000.00 

1 

West    Park    Commissioners  

A% 

1928 

1,000 

1,000.00 

2 

West    Park    Commissioners  

A% 

1930 

1,000 

2,000.00 

2 

South  Park  Commissioners  

A% 

1918 

1,000 

2,000.00 

7 

South   Park  Commissioners  

A% 

1919 

1,000 

7,000.00 

4 

South    Park  Commissioners  

A% 

1921 

1,000 

4,000.00 

32 

South   Park  Commissioners  

A% 

1923 

1,000 

32,000.00 

4 

Sanitary    District  

A% 

1919 

1,000 

4,000.00 

6 

Sanitary    District  

A% 

1920 

1,000 

6,000.00 

7 

Sanitary    District  

A% 

1922 

1,000 

7,000.00 

3 

Sanitary    District  

A% 

1923 

1,000 

3,000.00 

16 

Sanitary    District  

A% 

1926 

1,000 

16,000.00 

1 

Sanitary    District  

A% 

1928 

1,000 

1,000.00 

15 

Sanitary    District  

A% 

1930 

1,000 

15,000.00 

3 

School  District  No.  39,  Cook  County 

A% 

500 

1,500.00 

1 

North  Shore  Electric  Co  

.5% 

1922 

1,000 

1,000.00 

1 

Central  Pacific  Railway  Co  

A% 

1949 

500 

500.00 

Certificate     of     deposit      No.     D7968, 

Union  Trust  Co  

240.54 

Total  securities,  par  value $278,240.54 
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To  THE  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Gentlemen:  Seed  sown  in  the  past  five  years  is  yielding 
harvests  in  multiplied  plenty.  During  that  period  the  work  of 
the  Reference  Division  has  more  than  doubled,  due  m  part  to 
the  creation  of  new  specialized  departments,  such  as  the  Civics 
Room,  the  Study  Room  for  Women,  and  the  addition  of  refer- 
ence work  in  thirty  branch  centers  in  different  sections  of  the 
city  where  before  that  time  the  work  of  the  library  was  limited 
to  the  home  distribution  of  books.  The  gain  in  circulation  shows 
corresponding  advance,  the  total  issues  having  grown  from  1,601,- 
645  in  1908  to  3,428,638  in  1914. 

So  great  has  the  public's  pressure  for  service  become  that  in 
all  divisions  of  the  institution,  including  every  branch  library, 
the  members  of  the  staff  are  hard  pressed,  both  in  the  matter  of 
time  and  of  materials,  to  meet  the  demands.  More  advertising 
without  amplifying  the  resources  on  the  shelves  and  increasing 
the  number  of  assistants  would  create  additional  demands  which 
could  not  be  adequately  satisfied.  It  therefore  remains  for  the 
responsible  authorities  to  provide  larger  means  for  the  administra- 
tion of  the  library.  Any  other  policy  will  inevitably  cause  the 
library  work  to  remain  stationary  or  to  retrogress.  Inasmuch  as 
there  are  large  areas  of  the  city  which  are  scarcely  touched  by 
library  influences,  such  a  course  would  seem  not  only  unprogress- 
ive,  but  unjust  to  thousands  of  citizens  who  are  entitled  to  equal 
privileges  and  are  now  deprived  of  them. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  inhabitants  of  Chicago  now  num- 
ber 2,300,000.  With  its  present  equipment  and  facilities  the 
library  can  serve  not  more  than  10  per  cent  of  them.  The  maxi- 
mum has  practically  been  reached  at  this  time: 

Borrowers   registered    160,000 

Borrowers  in  schools 30,000 

Borrowers  at  deposit  stations  25,000 

Borrowers  in  industrial  branches 20,000 

Total  .  ..235,000 
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The  remaining  2,065,000  persons  who  live  in  Chicago  may 
be  divided  into  the  following  groups  of  non-users : 

Under  6  years  of  age 320,000 

Illiterate     80,000 

No  time  to  read 300,000 

No  desire  or  opportunity  to  read 500,000 

No  convenient  library  facilities 865,000 

The  latter  item  represents  the  field  which  the  library,  to  carry 
out  its  larger  purposes  and  fullest  measure  of  usefulness,  must 
develop  as  soon  as  means  are  provided  for  the  purpose. 


II 


It  can  not  be  gainsaid  that  fully  75  per  cent  of  the  popula- 
tion, embracing  residents  of  districts  dependent  wholly  upon  the 
delivery  stations  system,  are  indifferently  served.  This  is  due 
to  conditions  which  appertain  to  this  service  and  which  can  not 
be  remedied  fully  except  by  substitution  of  branch  libraries. 
Pending  the  authorization  of  a  bond  issue,  or  requisite  funds 
otherwise  levied,  that  will  permit  the  expansion  of  the  branch 
system,  a  chain  of  deposit  stations  has  been  devised  to  replace  as 
rapidly  as  possible  in  districts  where  feasible,  the  unsatisfactory 
delivery  stations  now  operated  therein.  Within  the  twelvemonth 
the  few  deposit  stations  experimentally  established  the  year  be- 
fore have  been  added  to  rapidly,  and  there  are  now  seventeen  of 
them  doing  a  flourishing  business.  As  indicated  in  President 
Lagorio's  annual  review  of  library  conditions,  the  circulation 
through  the  deposit  stations  as  compared  with  that  in  delivery  sta- 
tions replaced  by  them,  records  gains  varying  in  the  individual 
instances  from  200  to  400  per  cent.  The  collections  of  books 
in  them  vary  from  300  to  1,000  volumes.  As  they  are  conducted 
on  the  principle  of  a  traveling  library,  the  collection  is  a  fluid  one, 
additions  and  replacements  occurring  monthly,  thereby  keeping 
fresh  and  up  to  date  each  local  group  of  books  and  giving  patron^ 
access  to  approximately  six  times  as  many  titles  in  the  course 
of  a  year  as  there  are  in  the  collection  at  any  one  time.  The 
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circulation  for  an  average  month  (May,  1914,)  shows  the  active 
working  possibilities  of  these  small  collections : 

Brighton 901  West    Pullman 1,518 

Grand    Crossing 1,574  Butler    Memorial 703 

Edison  Park   673  Mayf air    1,040 

Fernwood   568  West   Englewood 858 

Irving  Park 704  Gano    718 

Longwood 599  West   Ridge 631 

Norwood  241  Cheltenham    664 

Rogers    Park 1,045  St.  James  205 

Park    Manor 1,057 

Most  of  the  communities  named  above  are  in  the  outer  zones 
of  the  city,  the  distances  from  the  central  library  being  from 
nine  to  sixteen  miles. 


Ill 


Supplementing  the  Deposit  Stations  and  Branches  are  the 
Industrial  Deposits,  which  now  number  19  (exclusive  of  17  spe- 
cial deposits).  Except  that  their  use  is  limited  to  the  employees 
of  the  several  establishments  where  located,  they  are  adminis- 
tered in  all  respects  as  are  the  book  collections  in  the  branch 
libraries.  Most  of  them  are  in  charge  of  trained  librarians  who 
serve  as  the  medium  of  contact  with  the  Public  Library  and 
render  assistance  to  heads  of  departments  in  need  of  reference 
material  from  the  main  collection  of  books,  and  also  to  employees 
who  are  taking  correspondence  courses  or  attending  night  schools. 
During  the  current  year,  the  circulation  of  books  through  these 
agencies  was  197,164. 

Cordial  co-operation  on  the  part  of  the  business  managers 
controlling  these  industrial  and  commercial  establishments  has 
made  possible  the  administration  of  the  business  house  branches 
on  a  broad  and  generous  basis.  The  employees  in  the  several 
factories  or  other  establishments  number  from  1,000  to  10,000; 
without  the  facilities  thus  offered,  many  thousands  of  them 
would  be  unable  to  use  the  Library  because  long  distances  be- 
tween their  homes  and  the  nearest  library  agencies  would  prac- 
tically debar  them  from  such  use.  The  agreement  entered  into 
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by  the  Library  and  each  of  the  business  houses  concerned  con- 
templates the  following  division  of  service  and  expense : 

The  firm  supplies  adequate  quarters  with  necessary  equip- 
ment of  shelving  and  furniture,  and  employs  a  competent  libra- 
rian to  issue  the  books  drawn  for  home  use  by  their  employees, 
and  to  aid  the  latter  in  such  reference  work  as  their  interest  in 
correspondence  school  courses,  and  evening  school  courses  or 
courses  of  instruction  financed  by  the  firm,  may  demand.  For 
books  not  represented  in  the  deposit  collection,  choice  may  be 
made  of  books  in  the  Central  collection  of  the  Library,  the  firm 
providing  the  transportation  thereof  by  one  of  their  wagons  (usu- 
ally a  daily  call). 

The  Library  selects  and  provides  the  books,  making  ex- 
changes at  frequent  intervals  to  keep  the  collection  up  to  date  and 
attractive,  and  supplies  sets  of  printed  finding  lists  to  enable  selec- 
tion of  books  supplemental  to  the  local  collection.  An  added 
service  is  that  of  reference  research  at  the  main  library  on  ques- 
tions of  business  information  and  kindred  topics. 

Many  of  the  firms  have  considerably  enlarged  the  space  de- 
voted to  their  libraries  since  these  were  first  installed,  and  have 
shown  great  interest  in  rendering  them  attractive  as  well  as  con- 
venient for  the  use  of  their  workers. 

Their  house  organs  devote  space  monthly  to  features  of 
library  interest,  and  to  lists  of  books  that  appeal  to  those  who  are 
endeavoring  to  equip  themselves  for  more  responsible  positions — 
including  accounting,  'salesmanship,  efficiency  methods,  and  the 
special  information  required  in  departments  devoted  to  textiles, 
ceramics,  electrical  appliances,  interior  decoration,  window  dis- 
plays, advertising  and  allied  subjects.  Two  of  the  firms  also  issue 
monthly  library  bulletins  for  distribution  among  their  employees, 
and  one  of  the  firms  utilizes  the  back  of  the  menu  cards  in  their 
house  lunch  room  for  like  bulletin  purposes.  Some  of  the  firms 
have  added  to  the  general  collection  encyclopedias,  handbooks, 
dictionaries  and  other  reference  sets. 
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IV 

Chicago's  branch  library  system  has  been  evolved  during  the 
last  five-year  period.  The  Blackstone  Memorial  branch  library 
building — the  gift  of  Mrs.  T.  B.  Blackstone — was  opened  for 
public  use  ten  years  ago.  Five  years  elapsed  before  another  branch 
was  established.  In  the  five  years  which  then  followed,  and 
which  bring  the  record  up  to  date,  twenty-nine  additional  branch 
libraries  have  been  equipped  and  are  now  in  operation,  making 
a  total  of  thirty  at  the  present  time.  Of  these,  but  three  occupy 
buildings  erected  for  the  purpose  or  owned  by  the  municipality, 
and  all  of  these  latter  are  memorial  gifts — the  Blackstone,  Kelly 
and  Walker  branches.  Of  the  remaining  twenty-seven  branches, 
seventeen  are  in  park  field  houses;  one  in  a  building  designed  as 
a  railway  suburban  station  and  converted  to  library  use;  two  in 
institutional  buildings;  six  in  rented  quarters;  one  in  a  school 
building. 

From  the  list  which  follows,  it  will  be  noted  that  one  branch 
was  opened  in  1904,  one  in  1909,  eleven  in  1910,  six  in  1911,  five 
in  1912,  one  in  1913,  four  in  1914,  to  date.  During  the  coming 
summer,  three  additional  branches  will  be  ready  for  occupancy  in 
field  houses: 

1904— Blackstone  (Jan.  11). 

1909— Lewis  Institute  (Nov.  15). 

1910— Lawndale  (Aug.  22) ;  West  Twenty-sixth  Street  (Oct. 
31) ;  Stanford  Park  (May  23) ;  Logan  Square  (Dec. 
2) ;  Burr  School  (Jan.  17)  ;  Hebrew  Institute  (Oct. 
1)  ;  Austin  (Jan.  20) ;  Lincoln  Centre  (June  1)  ;  Mark 
White  Square  (Nov.  10) ;  Sherman  Park  (Nov.  10)  ; 
Cornell  Square  (Nov.  10). 

1911— Davis  Square  (Nov.  20) ;  Bessemer  Park  (Dec.  13)  ; 
Ogden  Park  (Nov.  14);  Hamlin  Park  (July  22); 
Eckhart  Park  (Feb.  1) ;  Hiram  Kelly  (June  26). 

1912— Dvorak  Park  (Jan.  15);  Humboldt  (May  27);  Ful- 
ler (Feb.  5);  Holstein  (Dec.  16);  Hamilton  Park 
(Jan.  8). 
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1913— Armour  Square  (Oct.  1). 

1914— Walker  (April  24) ;  Sumner  School  (May  18)  ;  Pal- 
mer Park  (April  6) ;  Sheridan  (Feb.  28). 
The  increase  of  circulation  in  the  branches  for  the  past  seven 
years  is  shown  in  the  following  table : 

Year.                       No.  Branches.  Circulation. 

1907-08 1  71,074 

1908-09 1  70,486 

1909-10 6  184,956 

1910-11 12  592,454 

1911-12 25  1,063,740 

1912-13 26  1,396,422 

1913-14 30  1,680,529 

V 

Co-operation  with  the  schools  in  extending  the  library  service 
was  continued.  The  special  collection  available  for  this  purpose 
is  far  too  meager  to  meet  all  calls,  and  a  long  waiting  list  of  teach- 
ers desirous,  but  unable  to  secure  class  room  collections  em- 
phasizes the  urgent  need  for  more  books.  Early  in  September 
the  shelves  in  the  School  Department  were  bare.  Ten  times 
the  number  set  aside  for  this  purpose  would  be  as  readily  ex- 
hausted. This  does  not  take  into  account  the  needs  of  the 
Chicago  Normal  College,  three  practice  schools,  and  twenty  high 
schools,  to  some  of  which  special  collections  have  been  loaned  for 
six-week  periods.  Lack  of  material  has  restricted  this  service  to 
the  regret  of  the  Library  authorities  and  the  disappointment  of 
the  progressive  teachers  concerned.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  either  the  school  funds  or  the  Library 
funds  will  give  opportunity,  as  there  is  now  desire,  for  a  more 
intimate  relationship.  In  a  number  of  the  high  schools  there  are 
"teacher-librarians"  who  render  excellent  service,  but  un- 
fortunately have  assigned  to  them  so  many  classes  that  the  period 
remaining  free  for  library  duties  is  too  limited  to  permit  full  effi- 
ciency. There  should  be  recognition  of  the  time  required  for 
library  work,  there  should  be  systematic  instruction  in  the  use 
of  the  library,  and  they  should  have  time  and  materials  for  pre- 
paring subject  bibliographies  required  by  teachers. 
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In  the  grammar  schools,  the  use  of  books  provided  by  the 
Library  has  increased  steadily.  The  record  for  five  years  is  as 
follows : 

1909-10  25,000 

1910-11  60,586 

1911-12  79,994 

1912-13  112,992 

1913-14  180,459 

One  of  the  library  branches  is  located  in  a  school  building — 
Burr  School.  Preparations  are  under  way  for  opening  another 
branch  in  a  school  building — Sumner  School.  Branches  in  school 
buildings,  as  demonstrated  by  a  year's  experience  in  Montefiore 
School,  are  administered  under  many  difficulties  which  are  absent 
elsewhere.  Because  of  adult  disinclination  to  use  them,  and  of 
juvenile  indifference  to  anything  which  savors  of  school  associa- 
tions, it  requires  constant  and  energetic  effort  to  maintain  with 
any  degree  of  success  branch  libraries  so  located.  In  buildings 
where  social  center  activities  are  also  carried  on,  many  of  the 
difficulties  are  lessened.  In  these,  and  in  a  number  of  other 
school  buildings  otherwise  favorably  situated,  there  exists  an  op- 
portunity for  creating  a  new  type  of  branch  library — serving  to 
strengthen  the  educational  work  of  the  school,  and  incidentally 
serving  the  general  public.  The  hours  could  parallel  the  school 
hours.  The  librarian  in  charge  should  be  especially  equipped 
by  education  and  experience  to  prove  helpful  to  pupils  and  teach- 
ers. The  book  collection  should  be  selected  primarily  with  a 
view  to  its  special  use.  The  location  should  be  on  the  ground 
floor,  preferably  adjacent  to  the  street,  and  with  a  separate  en- 
trance. For  reasons  of  economy  the  week-day  hours  might  be 
as  follows  :  Opening,  10 :30  a.  m. ;  closing,  6  p.  m.  That  portion 
of  the  collection  intended  for  the  general  public  could  be  supple- 
mented by  calls  on  the  Central  collection  either  through  the 
Library's  general  automobile  delivery  or  through  the  Parcel  Post. 
The  librarian  in  charge  could  encourage  the  intelligent  use  of  the 
Library  by  co-operating  with  the  teachers  in  the  matter  of  col- 
lateral reading,  and  by  giving  class  instruction  in  the  use  of  refer- 
ence books.  If  it  is  at  all  possible  to  finance  the  scheme,  it  is 
recommended  that  in  a  number  of  school  buildings  selected  with 
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a  view  to  experimentation,  the  plan  be  tried  during  the  ensuing 
year. 


VI 


Up  to  three  years  ago  there  were  four  large,  well-lighted  and 
well-ventilated  rooms  in  the  Central  building  rarely  used  and  as 
a  rule  with  locked  doors.  Two  of  them  are  now  in  constant 
use  by  the  public,  one  will  be  converted  into  an  exhibition  hall 
when  funds  for  the  necessary  equipment  become  available.  It 
is  recommended  that  the  fourth  room  referred  to  be  furnished 
with  the  necessary  shelving  for  a  "foreign  book  room."  The 
Library  possesses  approximately  68,000  volumes  in  foreign  lan- 
guages, apportioned  as  follows : 

German  literature   28,000  volumes 

French  literature   12,500 

Italian   literature    2,000 

Spanish  literature    1.500 

Dutch  literature   1,000 

Bohemian  literature 6,000 

Polish   literature    3,500 

Russian  literature   1,500 

Scandinavian  literature   8,500 

Lithuanian   literature    1,000 

Hungarian   literature    500 

Yiddish  literature    500 

Lettish  literature   500 

Other  languages  1,000 


68,000 

The  room  on  the  fourth  floor  adjacent  to  the  Thomas  Hughes 
room  can  comfortably  house  about  one-half  of  this  collection, 
embracing  about  10,000  volumes  in  the  German  language,  5,000 
in  French  and  15,000  in  the  other  foreign  languages  of  the  sev- 
enteen represented  in  the  Library.  Such  transfer  of  books  from 
the  main  collection  will  relieve  the  crowded  condition  of  the  stacks 
in  the  core  of  the  building  and  will  prove  fruitful  in  giving  to 
foreign-born  patrons  of  the  Library  added  privileges  of  personal 
examination  such  as  have  been  so  largely  appreciated  since  the 
Open  Shelf  division  was  installed  on  the  third  floor. 
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Out  of  a  total  of  882,516  minors  enumerated  in  the  last 
school  census  of  Chicago,  only  278,461  were  children  of  American- 
born  fathers.  According  to  the  last  federal  census,  there  were 
resident  in  Chicago  at  the  time  1,693,918  white  persons  of  foreign 
birth  or  parentage. 

While  practically  all  the  children  embraced  in  these  groups 
prefer  to  read  books  in  the  English  language  and  seldom  take 
such  books  from  the  Library  except  for  the  use  of  their  parents, 
there  are  thousands  of  adult  men  and  women  whose  familiarity 
with  the  English  language  is  so  limited  that  they  would  be  pre- 
cluded from  using  the  Library  if  books  in  their  own  tongues  were 
not  provided.  The  same  census  lists  the  population  by  countries 
of  nativity,  and  includes  twenty-three  of  them.  This  classifica- 
tion gives  no  complete  view  of  the  polyglot  character  of  the  pop- 
ulation, fer  the  reason  that  many  sub-divisions  of  countries  are 
merged  with  the  larger  governmental  units,  and  certain  distinctive 
racial  groups  are  therefore  missing  altogether  from  this  list;  for 
instance,  Bohemians  are  counted  under  Austria,  Poles  under 
Russia,  etc.  Croatians,  Lithuanians,  Letts,  Slovaks,  and  a  num- 
ber of  other  dialectic  groups  largely  represented  in  Chicago  do  not 
have  separate  enumeration.  There  are  more  Bohemians  in  Chi- 
cago than  Prague  can  muster;  there  are  more  Italians  here  than 
can  be  counted  in  Florence  or  Venice;  there  are  doubtless  more 
Irish  than  Dublin  possesses,  and  the  Poles  in  Chicago  out-number 
those  in  the  leading  city  of  Poland.  The  Swedes  of  Chicago, 
if  gathered  together,  would  nearly  duplicate  Stockholm's  popula- 
tion. 

Books  in  seventeen  different  languages  are  obtainable  through 
the  central  collection  of  the  Library,  or  by  delivery  at  the 
branches  or  stations.  At  the  Main  building,  one  section  of  the 
Open  Shelf  department  is  given  over  to  special  collections  in  Ger- 
man, French,  Swedish,  Dano-Norwegian,  Yiddish,  Italian,  Bo- 
hemian, Polish  and  Lettish.  In  addition  there  are  in  the  Library 
books  in  the  following  languages :  Spanish,  Portuguese,  Dutch, 
modern  Greek,  Russian,  Hungarian,  Lithuanian,  Welsh,  Japanese, 
and  Chinese. 
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Deposit  collections  placed  in  some  of  the  branches  are  taken 
from  the  main  collection  and  are  selected  with  special  reference 
to  the  foreign  groups  to  be  served  in  localities  tributary  to  the 
particular  branches  where  these  smaller  collections  may  be  drawn 
upon. 

In  a  number  of  the  branches,  leading  daily  and  weekly  papers 
in  these  languages  are  kept  on  file,  and  also  a  number  of  maga- 
zines. In  the  Reading  Room  of  the  Main  library,  there  are  lead- 
ing magazines  and  newspapers  representative  of  the  following 
foreign  languages : 

Periodicals — German,  80;  French,  27;  Bohemian,  5;  Italian, 
13;  Spanish,  2;  Norwegian,  5;  Swedish,  8;  Danish,  6;  Dutch,  3; 
Hungarian,  2 ;  Russian,  5 ;  Polish,  3 ;  Lithuanian,  1 ;  Hebraic,  1, 

Newspapers — Spanish,  1 ;  German,  14 ;  French,  3 ;  Bohemian, 
9;  Polish,  11 ;  Dutch,  4;  Norwegian  and  Danish,  11 ;  Swedish,  10; 
Italian,  5 ;  Hungarian,  1 ;  Portuguese,  1 ;  Greek,  3 ;  Lithuanian,  3 ; 
Slovak,  1 ;  Croatian,  1. 

So  great  is  the  demand  at  some  of  the  branches,  that  the 
shelves  set  aside  for  foreign  books  are  nearly  always  empty, 
volumes  being  borrowed  as  fast  as  they  are  returned.  The 
Library  is  preparing  to  add  about  6,000  volumes  in  foreign  lan- 
guages during  1914,  but  this  supply  will  fall  far  short  of  the 
demand.  It  is  also  planned  to  issue  the  following  finding  lists 
during  the  coming  year : 

German — complete  revision. 

French — additions. 

Slavic  languages — a  consolidated  revision. 

Yiddish — revision. 

Russian — a  new  list. 

Modern  Greek — a  new  list. 

Lettish — a  new  list. 

Some  of  the  minor  deposit  collections  in  commercial  and 
industrial  establishments  also  include  books  in  foreign  languages, 
and  all  of  them  are  used  a  great  deal.  At  the  headquarters  of  the 
Woman's  Trade  Union  League,  similar  collections  are  on  deposit, 
many  of  the  young  women  who  frequent  these  quarters  being 
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wholly  unable  to  read  English.  Here,  as  elsewhere,  the  books  in 
foreign  tongues  have  a  liberal  inclusion  of  material  on  citizenship, 
naturalization,  etc.,  and  there  are  volumes  dealing  with  the  his- 
tory and  customs  of  the  United  States.  Books  of  this  character 
are  eagerly  read. 

The  need  for  the  distribution  of  the  foreign  books  through 
the  branch  and  other  deposits  is  shown  by  interesting  population 
maps,  one  prepared  by  the  survey  students  of  the  McCormick 
Theological  Seminary,  another  by  Miss  Renee  Stern  of  the  School 
of  Civics,  and  a  third  for  local  use  at  the  Library.  These  show 
in  striking  form  the  varied  population  of  Chicago,  like  islands 
of  different  nationalities  scattered  over  the  area.  The  most  numer- 
ous are  the  Yiddish  groups,  while  the  largest  are  the  Bohemian, 
Polish  and  Italian  groups.  In  the  three  geographical  divisions 
of  the  city,  there  are  distinct  population  colonies,  as  follows: 

West  Side — German  and  Scandinavian,  Polish,  Bohemian, 
Jewish,  Italian,  Greek,  mixed  foreign. 

North  Side — German,  Scandinavian  and  German,  mixed  for- 
eign, Italian,  Servian,  Polish. 

South  Side — Polish,  Jewish,  Lithuanian,  Italian,  mixed  for- 
eign, Scandinavian,  German,  Hungarian,  Croatian,  Greek, 
Servian. 

There  are  also  a  number  of  well-defined  negro  districts  in  the 
three  divisions,  the  colored  people  numbering,  according  to  the  last 
count,  44,103,  of  whom  25,760  are  listed  as  black,  and  18,343  as 
mulatto.  This  is  almost  as  large  a  colored  population  as  may 
be  found  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  or  Richmond,  Va.  The  negroes  are 
numerically  stronger  in  Chicago  than  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  or  St.  Louis,  Mo.  No  special  provision  for  them 
has  been  undertaken  by  the  Library,  but  many  of  them  avail  them- 
selves of  the  privileges  at  the  Main  and  a  number  of  the  branch 
libraries. 

VII 

In  providing  reading  matter  for  the  public,  the  Public  Library 
does  not  leave  out  of  account  those  who  have  been  denied  the 
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blessings  of  sight.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  in  Chicago  be- 
tween 2,000  and  2,500  blind  persons.  For  their  enjoyment,  the 
Library  has  a  collection  of  1,370  volumes  in  raised  letters.  While 
there  is  maintained  in  the  north  wing  of  the  Main  building  on 
Michigan  avenue  and  Randolph  street,  a  reading  room  where 
applicants  are  given  accommodations,  most  of  the  blind  readers 
use  the  books  in  their  homes.  The  federal  government,  by  spe- 
cial enactment  a  few  years  ago,  exempted  from  cost  of  postage 
books  for  the  blind  sent  through  the  mails  by  public  libraries  for 
the  use  of  their  patrons.  In  this  way,  the  Chicago  Public  Library 
sends  out  every  year  to  all  parts  of  the  city  hundreds  of  books 
having  the  raised  characters  which  are  read  by  sense  of  touch  in- 
stead of  sight. 

Unfortunately,  there  are  seven  or  eight  different  systems  of 
letters  in  raised  form,  and  as  most  blind  readers  have  acquired 
familiarity  with  but  one,  the  others  are  sealed  volumes  in  the 
case  of  the  individual  user.  The  systems  •  principally  used  in 
Illinois  are  the  Moon,  which  more  nearly  corresponds  to  the 
Roman  type,  with  certain  variations,  and  the  American  Braille, 
represented  by  a  combination  of  embossed  dots.  Most  of  those 
who  have  become  blind  after  reaching  adult  years  readily  acquire 
easy  use  of  the  Moon  system.  Students  of  statistics  referring 
to  the  blind  are  impressed  with  the  fact  of  the  great  preponder- 
ance of  adults  among  them.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  about 
80,000  blind  persons  in  the  United  States.  At  least  64,000  of 
these,  80  per  cent,  are  over  21  years  of  age.  The  great  majority 
of  the  adult  blind  are  living  in  their  own  homes,  yet  their  condi- 
tion renders  them  pathetically  isolated  even  when  surrounded  by 
those  near  and  dear  to  them,  and  it  is  almost  impossible  to  over- 
estimate the  benefit  they  derive  from  reading  for  themselves  by 
means  of  embossed  letters. 

In  the  institutions  for  the  blind,  usually  some  system  of  em- 
bossed dots  is  taught.  Unfortunately,  however,  several  dot  sys- 
tems, diverse  in  underlying  principles  of  construction  in  many 
of  the  characters  used,  and  sometimes  even  in  meanings  assigned 
to  the  same  characters,  have  become  firmly  established  in  this 
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country  and  abroad.    Several  great  items  of  loss  are  experienced 
by  blind  readers  as  a  result : 

First — The  lessening  of  available  literature  through  the 
duplication  of  titles  in  different  systems. 

Second — The  further  limitation  to  readers  familiar  with 
only  one  system  by  their  inability  to  use  other  systems. 

To  provide  for  as  many  blind  readers  as  possible,  the  Chi- 
cago Public  Library  has  acquired  books  embossed  in  the  follow- 
ing systems: 

American  Braille 607  volumes 

Moon 459  volumes 

American  Line 227  volumes 

New  York  Point 77  volumes 

The  Jackson  bequest  received  by  the  Library  a  few  years 
ago,  amounting  to  one  thousand  dollars,  permits  the  purchase  of 
a  few  additional  volumes  annually  from  this  fund. 

Last  year  there  were  circulated  for -home  use  2,620  vol- 
umes, and  93  were  used  in  the  Room  for  the  Blind  at  the  Main 
Library. 

A  few  months  ago,  through  the  generous  volunteer  efforts 
of  the  Conference  of  Jewish  Women's  Clubs,  comprising  forty- 
five  organizations,  free  readings  for  the  blind  were  instituted 
in  the  Branch  libraries  on  two  Saturdays  of  each  month. 

VIII 

Intended  primarily  to  furnish  information  on  local  questions, 
the  Civics  Room  has  broadened  its  scope  in  response  to  general 
demand  so  as  to  include  federal  and  international,  as  well  as 
municipal  and  state  topics  in  the  domain  of  political  science,  eco- 
nomics and  sociology.  The  patronage  has  multiplied  greatly,  and 
the  abundance  of  up-to-date  material  along  certain  lines  of  cur- 
rent interest  has  attracted  new  classes  of  users.  There  has  been 
a  notable  decrease  of  casual  readers  and  inquirers,  and  as  notable 
an  increase  of  patrons  having  practical  and  important  purposes 
in  view.  Business  men  have  found  the  department  useful  in 
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unexpected  directions,  and  social  workers,  writers  and  officials 
have  made  larger  use  than  before  of  the  "box"  material,  which 
includes  clippings,  pamphlets  and  magazine  separates.  Students 
from  the  University  of  Chicago,  Northwestern  University,  Loy- 
ola University,  School  of  Civics  and  Philanthropy,  and  other  edu- 
cational institutions  have  also  come  in  increased  numbers,  and  for 
their  accommodation  it  has  been  well  worth  while  to  keep  the 
room  operj  at  night  until  10  o'clock.  The  privileges  so  accorded 
were  also  appreciated  by  hundreds  of  applicants  studying  for 
examinations  announced  from  time  to  time  by  the  Civil  Service 
Commissions  of  city,  county  and  state. 

The  total  recorded  attendance  for  the  year  was  52,304  per- 
sons, and  they  consulted  69,320  volumes  and  121,650  pamphlets. 
The  wide  range  covered  by  reference  questions  which  came  to 
this  department  for  attention  is  indicated  by  the  list  which  is  sub- 
joined, selected  at  random  from  one  month's  quota : 

Use  of  motion  pictures  in  education. 

Municipal  home  rule  for  Chicago. 

Exports  of  leather  from  the  United  States. 

Municipal  accounting — the  forms  used. 

Jute. 

Chicago's  water  system. 

Arguments  for  and  against  the  Municipal  Court  Act. 

Silage:  value  for  stock  feed. 

History  of  the  police  department  of  Chicago. 

Text  of  the  Irish  home  rule  bill. 

"Three-fourths  decision"  in  jury  trials. 

Industrial  accidents  in  the  United  States. 

Cities  in  the  United  States  which  have  Public  Welfare 
Boards. 

Collective  bargaining. 

Manila  hemp  industry  in  the  Philippines. 

Panama  Canal  Act  passed  during  Taft's  administration. 

Employment  of  the  handicapped. 

Government  ownership  of  the  telegraph  and  telephone. 

A  constitution  of  a  co-operative  organization. 

Building  code  of  Chicago. 
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Organization  of  the  Board  of  Pardons  of  Illinois. 

Number  of  lynchings  in  Illinois  in  1913. 

Election  laws  of  Indiana,  Nevada,  Montana  and  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

Monroe  Doctrine. 

Roosevelt's  message  on  the  Panama  Canal  in  1906. 

Can  first  cousins  marry  in  Kentucky? 

Lever  bill. 

Montessori  method. 

American  Consul-general  to  Berlin. 

List  of  Indian  agencies  and  reservation  superintendents. 

Family  entrances  of  saloons  in  relation  to  juvenile  delin- 
quency. 

What  mayor  of  Chicago  has  served  the  longest  period  of 
time?  Who  has  served  next  longest? 

Something  about  the  office  of  Public  Defender  in  Los  An- 
geles. 

Municipal  abattoirs. 

Amount  of  money  spent  for  golf  and  yachting  by  the  idle 
rich. 

Trust  legislation. 

Currency  legislation. 

How  many  people  in  the  United  States  are  grammar  school 
graduates?  High  School  graduates? 

Brazil  and  Argentine  Republic:  (a)  Population,  (b)  Cattle 
statistics,  (c)  Exports  and  imports. 

To  what  extent  will  ocean  freight  rates  be  affected  by 
Panama  Canal  tolls  ? 

Number  of  unemployed  in  Chicago. 

Regulation  of  building  heights  in  the  principal  cities  of  the 
United  States. 

Housing  conditions  at  Pullman. 

Extent  of  financial  interests  by  English  investors  in  Mexico. 

Is  the  child  of  an  ambassador  a  citizen  of  the  United  States? 

Number  of  wage  earners  in  the  United  States. 

The  Mann  act. 

Restriction  of  immigration. 
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Co-operative  agriculture  and  credits. 

Enlargement  of  the  Navy. 

Proceedings  of  the  school  hygiene  congress. 

Municipal  markets. 

Attempted  legislation  in  various  states  for  voting  by  mail. 

Syndicalism :  an  unbiased  discussion. 

White  lists. 

The  Municipal  Reference  Department  in  the  City  Hall,  al- 
though handicapped  by  insufficiency  of  staff,  has  done  important 
and  creditable  work.  Recognition  of  its  usefulness  is  demon- 
strated by  the  appointment  of  Municipal  Reference  Librarian 
Rex  as  secretary  of  the  Markets  Commission.  Digests  of  ordi- 
nances, statistical  summaries  and  other  material  have  been  fur- 
nished many  of  the  aldermen,  among  the  topics  being  the  follow- 
ing: 

Statistics  on  probable  saving  effected  by  consolidation  of 
park  systems  in  Chicago. 

Cost  of  producing  a  loaf  of  bread  weighing  one  pound,  baked 
in  the  city  of  Chicago. 

Methods  of  garbage  and  refuse  disposal  in  other  American 
cities. 

Anti-noise  ordinances  in  other  American  and  in  European 
cities. 

Electrification  of  steam  railroads. 

Municipal  markets. 

Data  on  annexation  of  towns. 

Firemen's  wages  here  and  elsewhere. 

Gas  and  electric  light  rates  in  cities  of  the  United  States. 

Creation  of  residential  and  industrial  zones. 

Answers  to  some  of  the  aldermanic  inquiries  have  involved 
much  research  and  correspondence.  The  results  of  two  inquiries 
of  importance  instituted  at  the  instance  of  Mayor  Carter  H.  Har- 
rison and  one  for  Alderman  Theodore  K.  Ix>ng  have  been  issued 
in  pamphlet  form,  as  a  series  of  municipal  Reference  Bulletins. 
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These  are : 

No.  1.     Rates  of  fare  of  public  motor  vehicles  in  fifteen  large 
cities. 

No.  2.     Municipal  dance  halls. 

No.  3.     A  study  of  rapid  transit  in  seven  cities. 


IX 


The  total  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  May  31,  1914, 
was  571.358.  Increasing  demands  compel  more  liberal  book  pur- 
chases. That  part  of  the  collection  available  for  home  use  num- 
bered approximately  350,000  volumes.  As  the  circulation  for  the 
year  was  nearly  3,500,000,  there  was  an  average  issue  of  ten 
for  each  circulating  book  owned  by  the  Library.  Of  the  350,000 
volumes  ready  to  respond  to  call,  125,000  are  apportioned  among 
the  branches.  The  year's  circulation  in  the  branches  was  1,680,- 
529.  Of  this  issue,  129,980  volumes  were  furnished  from  the 
central  collection. 

Until  now  the  book  fund  has  been  too  limited  to  permit  the 
building  up  of  a  great  nucleus  of  well-balanced  reference  mate- 
rial for  future  as  well  as  for  present  use.  Urgent  needs  have 
been  so  great  and  so  steady  that  the  Library  has  been  unable  to 
respond  to  more  than  the  call  of  the  hour  out  of  the  general 
fund.  Notable  additions  have  been  made,  however,  through  the 
Ryder  fund,  the  income  from  which  has  continued  to  supply  ma- 
terial for  the  Arts  and  Crafts  Room. 

The  right  choice  of  books  is  one  of  the  important  functions 
of  the  Library.  Three  chief  purposes  must  enter  into  the  making 
of  book  lists — education,  information,  recreation.  Each  repre- 
sents a  legitimate  field,  but  a  question  of  judgment  enters  into  the 
proportion  allotted  within  the  limits  of  the  book  fund:  Books 
of  facts  and  experience,  for  the  information  they  possess ;  books 
of  inspiration,  for  the  stimulus  they  give  and  the  power  they 
generate.  As  to  the  latter  sort  of  books,  what  George  Ticknor 
suggested  to  Edward  Everett  applies  as  forcefully  today  as  when 
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he  wrote  his  letter  sixty-three  years  ago,  before  a  free  public 
library  had  been  established  in  the  United  States : 

"I  would  establish  a  library  which  differs  from  all  free 
libraries  yet  attempted,"  he  wrote.  "I  mean  one  in  which 
any  popular  books,  tending  to  moral  and  intellectual  improve- 
ment, shall  be  furnished  in  such  numbers  of  copies  that 
many  persons  can  be  reading  the  same  book  at  the  same 
time ;  in  short,  that  not  only  the  best  books  of  all  sorts,  but 
the  pleasant  literature  of  the  day,  shall  be  made  accessible  to 
the  whole  people  when  they  most  care  for  it;  that  is,  when 
it  is  new  and  fresh." 

However,  the  judicious  selection  of  the  pleasant  literature  of 
the  day  is  not  an  automatic  process.  Mr.  Arthur  Balfour,  in  ad- 
dressing a  library  conference  in  England  not  long  ago,  referred 
in  trenchant  phrase  to  "books  printed  yesterday,  read  today,  and 
not  improbably  forgotten  tomorrow."  The  tremendous  output 
of  the  press  today  would  shrink  enormously  were  the  new  books 
limited  to  those  worth  while.  Every  book  of  an  inferior  type 
that  is  purchased  necessarily  displaces  a  better  one. 

So  large  is  the  proportion  of  currently  issued  novels  whose 
plots  are  inextricably  intertwined  with  sex  complications,  that 
during  the  past  year  the  Chicago  Public  Library  has  admitted 
to  its  shelves  no  fiction  until  passed  upon  by  members  of  the 
staff  after  personal  examination.  Considering  the  enormous  an- 
nual output,  this  has  involved  a  tremendous  labor,  but  the  time 
and  effort  have  been  worth  while  as  a  means  of  exclusion  which 
could  be  arrived  at  in  no  other  way.  Book  reviews  in  periodicals 
are  not  necessarily  dependable,  and  the  name  of  an  author  in 
this  era  of  pot-boiling  does  not  assure  the  worth  of  the  product 
which  bears  his  name  on  the  title  page — as  too  trusting  librarians 
have  found  out  to  their  mortification  and  embarrassment. 

This  does  not  mean  that  a  public  library  is  warranted  in 
withholding  from  its  patrons  any  and  all  novels  which  deal 
frankly  with  sex  problems.  Many  books  in  this  class  are  wholly 
good,  in  a  moral  as  well  as  in  a  literary  sense.  It  all  depends 
upon  the  attitude  which  the  author  manifests  in  the  development 
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of  the  story.  If  the  code  of  morals  adopted  by  his  characters 
goes  counter  to  that  accepted  by  law  and  society,  and  the  author 
conveys  by  his  delineation  approval  of  it,  that  book's  right  to  the 
fellowship  of  the  library  may  well  be  questioned.  If  the  sub- 
jects of  religion  and  family  ties  and  the  sacred  obligations  of 
life  are  treated  with  contempt,  or  flippancy  or  cynicism,  that  book 
is  undesirable.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  books  which  deal 
with  the  sex  relations  of  men  and  women  as  pages  from  life, 
without  reserve,  but  which  have  a  sureness  of  touch  and  intel- 
lectual grip  that  make  them  more  moral  than  some  of  the  spine- 
less novels  whose  false  conceptions  of  life  and  counterfeit  ideals 
warp  character  inconceivably  more  than  a  portrayal  of  sex  delin- 
quency. 

The  public  libraries  endeavor  to  distinguish  between  a  mass 
of  moral  filth  gathered  to  sell  at  $1.50  per  volume,  and  a  book 
that  depicts  with  sincerity,  even  though  with  candor,  what  life  is, 
with  its  upheavals  and  its  penalties  for  transgression  of  laws  that 
society  has  been  compelled  for  its  own  preservation  to  make 
mandatory.  Such  are  many  of  the  novels  of  Thackeray  and  Mere- 
dith, and  such  are  some  of  the  novels  of  Dreiser,  Wharton,  Alice 
Brown,  Herrick  and  some  others  of  the  modern  groups  of  prob- 
lem writers. 


Appended  hereto  are  statistical  summaries  showing  in  de- 
tail the  general  work  of  the. Library. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

HENRY  E.  LEGLER, 

Librarian. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


Home  circulation,  including  schools,  3,428,638;  a  gain  of  391,603  over 
previous  year. 

Daily  average  circulation,  11,261. 

School  circulation,  180,459. 

Number  of  branches,  30 ;  delivery  stations,  74 ;  deposit  stations,  17 ; 
business  house  deposits,  19;  special  deposits,  17;  school  deposits,  559. 
Total  number  of  agencies,  716. 

Books  issued  in  Reference  Room,  exclusive  of  open  shelf  volumes, 
394,460. 

Books  issued  in  Art  Room,  44,179. 

Volumes  consulted  in  Civics  and  Patents  Rooms :  Documents,  15,576 ; 
magazines,  18,535 ;  bound  newspapers,  7,836 ;  books  for  blind,  273 ;  direc- 
tories, 22,015;  pamphlets,  121,650;  books,  13,194;  patents,  99,385. 

Number  of  employees  in  all  departments,  320 ;  total  pay-roll,  $233,585.39. 

Number  of  registered  card  holders,  160,650;  locally  registered  in  de- 
posit stations,  25,000;  industrial  branches,  20,000;  schools,  30,000;  total 
number  of  users,  235,000. 

GROWTH  OF  THE  LIBRARY 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  library  on  May  31,  1914,  was 
571,358,  a  net  increase  of  57,099  over  the  number  reported  at  the 
close  of  last  year.  The  gross  accessions  of  the  year  numbered  78,- 
231  volumes.  Of  these,  73,228  were  purchased,  2,670  were  do- 
nated, 1,434  were  acquired  by  binding  periodicals,  398  by  bind- 
ing reports  and  pamphlets,  1  was  taken  from  the  duplicate  room, 
29  were  received  in  exchange  and  354  were  books  which  had 
been  lost  and  paid  for,  or  missing  m  previous  years  and  now  re- 
covered and  re-accessioned;  117  were  replaced  by  borrowers  or 
guarantors. 

There  were  deducted  from  the  total  number  of  volumes  in 
the  library  during  the  past  year  the  following  items:  Books 
worn  out  and  withdrawn  from  circulation,  13,629 ;  books  lost  amd 
paid  for,  1,179;  books  unaccounted  for  in  the  annual  inventory  of 
1912-13,  5,033 ;  books  not  recovered  from  delinquent  borrowers 
in  1912-13,  874;  554  duplicate  volumes  disposed  of  in  1913-14. 
Of  the  books  worn  out  and  withdrawn  from  circulation,  3,699 
were  English  prose  fiction,  7,655  were  juvenile  books,  1,279  were 
books  in  foreign  languages,  and  996  in  all  other  classes. 
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The  entire  amount  expended  for  books,  from  all  funds,  was 
$65,725.98,  which  includes  purchases  for  branch  libraries  and 
reading  rooms. 

Cost  of   books $65,779.48 

Cost  of  periodicals 6,447.68 

Cost  of  binding 25,095.37 

Number  books  accessioned 78,231 

Number  pamphlets  accessioned 2,805 

HOME   CIRCULATION 

The  Circulation  Department  of  the  main  library  was  open 
on  305  days  during  the  year.  The  department  was  closed  on 
Sundays  and  holidays,  but  was  open  on  week-days  from  9  a.  m. 
to  8:30  p.  m.  Exclusive  of  school  circulation,  the  total  number 
of  books  issued  for  home  use  was  3,248,179,  an  increase  of 
324,136  volumes,  or  11  per  cent  over  the  previous  year.  The 
total  daily  average  home  circulation  was  11,261,  as  compared 
with-  a  total  daily  average  of  9,587  of  the  previous  year.  The 
school  circulation  was  180,459,  making  a  total  home  use  of  3,428,- 
638.  The  largest  number  of  books  issued  for  home  circulation 
in  any  one  day  at  the  main  library  was  7,393  on  February  14, 
1914;  the  least  number  3,342,  on  September  15,  1914.  The  fines 
received  from  delinquent  book  borrowers  amounted  to  $16,803.41. 
The  number  of  notices  sent  to  borrowers  and  guarantors  was 
36,729.  The  total  home  circulation,  including  the  branches  and 
deposit  collections,  is  shown  in  the  following  table,  month  by 
month,  giving  the  monthly  average  home  circulation  for  the  past 
two  years.  The  branches  were  open  for  circulation  on  every 
day  of  the  year  except  Christmas,  Fourth  of  July,  and  Sundays 
from  June  15  to  September  15. 

RECORDED  ISSUES 

Home    circulation 3,248,179 

Reference   Room 394,460 

Art    Room 44,179 

Schools   180,459 

Civics  Room 190,970 

Patents    Room , 99,385 

Bound   Newspapers 7,836 

Reading  Room 145,735 

4,311,203 
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No  count  was  kept  at  the  Central  library,  nor  at  any  of  the 
branches  of  Open  Shelf  books  used  on  the  premises. 


1913-1914 

1912-1913 

Month. 

Days 

Circu- 
lation 

Week 
day 
av'ge 

Month. 

Days 

Circu- 
lation 

Week 
day 
av'ge 

June  

25 

213,895 

8,548 

June 

?5 

207  592 

8304 

July    . 

25 

209,718 

8,389 

Tulv 

?6 

215523 

8289 

juijr 

August    .  .  . 

26 

207,234 

7,971 

August    .  .  . 

27 

223,411 

8,274 

September 

25 

204,648 

8,186 

September 

24 

199,745 

8,327 

October  .  .  . 

27 

255,172 

9,451 

October  .  .  . 

27 

240,589 

8,911 

November 

24 

281,216 

11,717 

November  . 

25 

258,632 

10,345 

December  . 

26 

305,178 

11,738 

December  . 

25 

250,037 

10,001 

January  .  .  . 

26 

332,166 

12,776 

January  .  .  . 

26 

278,051 

10,694 

February  .  . 

24 

312,158 

13,007 

February    . 

22 

260,709 

11,850 

March   

26 

346,004 

13,308 

March   

26 

290,203 

11,162 

April    

?6 

304,441 

11,709 

April  

?6 

255  876 

9841 

Mav  . 

25 

276,349 

11,054 

May  

?fi 

243  675 

9,372 

Total   

Total   .... 

305  1  3,248,179 

128,304 

305 

2,924,043 

115,370 

The  number  of  books  loaned  on  requisitions  received  from 
libraries  outside  of  the  city,  asking  for  the  loan  of  books  under 
the  inter-library  loan  plan,  was  79. 

The  recorded  circulation  of  books  deposited  in  public  schools 
increased  from  112,992  the  previous  year  to  180,459.  The  de- 
posit stations  at  the  close  of  the  year,  exclusive  of  schools,  123 
of  which  were  reached,  numbered  15,  traveling  libraries,  18; 
settlements  and  clubs,  23.  The  number  of  books  on  deposit  May 
31  was  27,000,  and  the  circulation  during  the  year  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

Deposit    stations 168,192 

Traveling  libraries 107,236 

Settlements  and  clubs 28,479 

Schools 180,459 


Total 484,366 
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The  school  circulation  is  given  in  the  following  table 

,  show- 

ing  the  number  of  class  rooms 

supplied  in 

the  different 

schools 

and  also  the  average  number  of 

weeks  the 

volumes  were 

in  use: 

No.  of  class 

School. 

Vols. 

rooms.     Circulation. 

Albany    Avenue  

...     45 

1 

234 

Altgeld    

...    150 

3 

1,807 

Barnard    

...     91 

2 

612 

Brainard    

...   250 

5 

2,674 

Bryant  

...    275 

8 

2,759 

Burns    

...     50 

1 

568 

Burnside  

...    200 

4 

1,278 

Cameron   

...     50 

1 

329 

Carter  Practice  

...    150 

3 

985 

Chase  

...    245 

5 

883 

Clarke    

...     50 

1 

196 

Clay    

...200 

4 

2,410 

Cleveland    

...300 

7 

2,976 

Colman    

...     25 

1 

175 

Coonley  

...    140 

3 

571 

Cooper    

...440 

9 

2,923 

Corkery  

...     50 

1 

778 

Curtis    

...    350    ' 

7 

3,421 

Davis   

...     50 

1 

181 

Drake    

...150 

3 

1,196 

Drummond    

...605 

14 

4,508 

Dunning  

...    145 

3 

886 

Emmett   

...     50 

1 

1,056 

Ericsson    

...100 

2 

505 

Fallon    

...    160 

3 

1,039 

Farragut  

...    455 

10 

5,836 

Farren   

...390 

9 

2,230 

Fiske    

...     50 

1 

228 

Forestville    

...     39 

2 

123 

Foster    

...    202 

5 

897 

Franklin    

...     50 

1 

162 

Gage  Park  

...100 

2 

413 

Gary  

...300 

6 

1,048 

Gladstone    

...240 

5 

1,793 

Goudy    

...     50 

1 

125 

Graham   

...295 

6 

1,847 

Grant   

...     50 

1 

204 

Gray  

...    250 

5 

1,374 
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School.  Vols. 

Greene  300 

Gresham 230 

Haines   Practice 50 

Hamlin    SO 

Hammond 335 

Harper    295 

Haugan  560 

Hawthorne  50 

Herzel    50 

Holmes    190 

Howland  1,504 

Immaculate  Conception 50 

Irving 90 

Keeler  Avenue 50 

Kohn    302 

Kosciuszko    150 

Lafayette    595 

Lake  High  145 

Lake  View  High. 238 

Lane  High 50 

Langland    550 

Lawson   • 440 

Linne   300 

Lloyd  100 

Logan 107 

Longfellow    '. 255 

Lowell   340 

McAllister    50 

McClellan  50 

McCormick    20 

McCosh  920 

McPherson  427 

Mann   100 

Montefiore   275 

Mulligan  80 

Nettelhorst  243 

Newberry   100 

Nobel 437 

Otis    200 

Parental    395 

Parkman  393 

Phillips    99 

Plamondon    100 

Prescott  .                                                    .  100 


No.  of  class 

rooms. 

Circulation. 

7 

1,496 

6 

1,101 

1 

259 

1 

174 

11 

2.457 

6 

1,376 

12 

3,265 

1 

665 

1 

262 

4 

1,589 

39 

10,458 

1 

363 

2 

457 

1 

369 

10 

1,714 

3 

1,317 

13 

4,320 

4 

894 

5 

814 

1 

115 

12 

2,721 

9 

2,849 

5 

2,300 

2 

310 

2 

645 

5 

3,850 

7 

3,997 

1 

188 

1 

350 

1 

120 

19 

5,612 

8 

2,616 

2 

321 

6 

2,681 

2 

745 

5 

990 

2 

569 

9 

1,850 

4 

1,100 

10 

2,871 

8 

3,839 

3 

213 

2 

1.020 

2 

620 
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No.  of  class 

School. 

Vols. 

rooms. 

Circulation. 

Pulaski    

100 

2 

499 

Pullman    

50 

1 

100 

Raster    

150 

4 

1,892 

Raymond  

80 

2 

136 

Revere  

145 

3 

990 

Riverdale    

50 

1 

350 

Ryerson    

75 

1 

733 

St.  Basil  

100 

2 

392 

St.  Brendan  

50 

1 

450 

St.  Cecilia   

50 

1 

261 

St.  Elizabeth  

,  22 

1 

44 

St.  Patrick  

47 

2 

170 

St.   Rose   of   Lima  

38 

1 

133 

St.  Sebastian  

19 

1 

76 

Sawyer  Avenue  

150 

4 

763 

Scanlan   

300 

6 

2,342 

Schneider   

50 

2 

733 

Schurz    

141 

4 

632 

Scott    

50 

1 

105 

Seward    

350 

6 

2,219 

Sexton  

100 

3 

1,545 

Skinner  

95 

2 

1,118 

Smyth    

300 

6 

2,250 

Spalding   

240 

7 

680 

Spencer  

50 

1 

129 

Sullivan    

650 

14 

5,840 

Thorp,  J.  N  

250 

5 

1,195 

Thorp,   O.  A  

140 

6 

993 

Throop    

190 

4 

726 

Tilden    

95 

2 

484 

Trumbull    

600 

12 

3,823 

Visitation    

588 

10 

4,534 

Warren   

355 

8 

1,662 

Waters    

50 

1 

78 

Wells  

200 

5 

470 

Wentworth  

290 

6 

1,760 

West    Pullman  

1,010 

21 

11,186 

Whitney    

40 

1 

315 

Whittier    

50 

1 

188 

Wicker  Park  

50 

1 

78 

Yates   

50 

1 

837 

179,676 

Special  deposits  in  schools 

for  reference  

576 

Total    

180,459 
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The  branch  circulation  figures 

for  the  year 

are  as  follows  : 

. 

No. 

Vols.  in 

Direct 

Station 

Total 

branch 

Armour    Square  

14,720 

5,899 

20,619 

2,328 

Austin    

,    106,162 

6,470 

112,632 

7,260 

Bessemer  Park  

28,474 

3,304 

31,778 

2,561 

Blackstone    , 

,      75,435 

3,656 

79,091 

16,054 

Burr    School  

.      44.812 

3,450 

48,262 

5,192 

Cornell    Square  

39,512 

1,801 

41,313   • 

2,974 

Davis    Square  

.      22,122 

1,461 

23,583 

2,569 

Dvorak    Park  

41,604 

3,048 

44,652 

3,016 

Eckhart   Park  , 

,      58,405 

2,097 

60,502 

4,495 

Fuller  Park  , 

,      50,044 

2,395 

52,439 

4,706 

Hamilton  Park  , 

49,615 

4,619 

54,234 

3,431 

Hamlin  Park  

.      43,022 

2,436 

45,458 

4,168 

Hebrew    Institute  

91,328 

21,695 

113,023 

6,461 

Holstein    Park  

44,406 

1,510 

45,916 

2,409 

Humboldt   

.     48,874 

6,813 

55,687 

3,164 

Kelly    

,    142,420 

6,439 

148,859 

12,394 

Lawndale    

.      57,561 

2,997 

60,558 

4,930 

Lewis    Institute  

116,502 

8,318 

124,820 

9,812 

Lincoln  Center  , 

66,896 

4,901 

71,797 

5,192 

Logan  Square  

,     80,467 

5,326 

85,793 

6,218 

Mark   White  

43,331 

2,308 

45,639 

3,186 

Ogden    Park  

57,893 

5,800 

63,693 

3,503 

Palmer  Park  

6,751 

223 

6,974 

1,122 

Seward    Park  

6,839 

7,386 

14,225 

993 

Sheridan     

17,344 

589 

17,933 

3,764 

Sherman    Park  

50,746 

3,213 

53,959 

4,437 

Stanford    

51,708 

7,647 

59,355 

5,534 

Sumner  School  

1,126 

1 

1,127 

993 

.Walker    

881 

4 

885 

6,978 

West  Twenty-Sixth  Street.. 

91,549 

4,174 

95,723 

6,253 

1,550,549 


129,980        1,680,529 


146,097 


REGISTRATION 

During  the  three  years  ending  May  31,  1914,  the  statistics 
of  the  Registry  Department  show  that  179,394  cards  were  issued. 
There  were  canceled  during  this  period  18,744  cards,  leaving 
the  number  of  live  cards  outstanding  at  the  close  of  the  year, 
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160,650.  Of  the  total  number  of  cards  issued  during  the  year, 
16,003  were  applied  for  at  the  Main  Library  and  50,228  at  the 
delivery  stations  and  branches.  This  is  exclusive  of  local  cards 
issued  at  the  traveling  library  stations,  business  house  stations,  etc. 
There  were  issued  1,204  teachers'  cards,  41,856  non-fiction  cards, 
1,116  vacation  cards,  11,459  juvenile  cards,  15,896  juvenile  non- 
fiction  cards,  92  research  cards,  158  students'  cards,  8  special 
cards,  425  summer  cards,  and  there  were  1,741  books  issued  on 
deposit.  Number  of  cards  lost  and  replaced  by  new  cards  was 
8,682. 


DELIVERY  STATIONS 

The  circulation  of  books  for  home  use  through  the  delivery 
stations  was  804,987,  a  decrease  of  78,379  as  compared  with  last 
year.  The  number  of  delivery  stations  in  operation  at  the  close 
of  the  year  was  104,  as  compared  with  113  the  previous  year. 
The  amount  expended  for  compensation  of  delivery  station  keep- 
ers and  for  transportation  service  was  $7,385.19. 


REFERENCE  ROOM 

The  number  of  recorded  visitors  to  the  Reference  Room  was 
151,870.  The  total  number  of  volumes  issued  from  the  stack 
rooms  was  394,460,  which  shows  an  increase  of  16,590  volumes 
when  compared  with  last  year's  report.  No  estimate  is  possible 
of  the  number  of  open-shelf  books  used  in  the  room.  The  largest 
attendance  at  any  one  time  was  317  at  3  o'clock  on  March  28, 
1914. 


46  THE   CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

The  classification  of  books  used  in  the  Reference  Room  is  as 
follows : 

Volumes.  Pet. 

Arts  and  sciences 145,891  36.90 

History   and    biography    59,611  15.20 

Bound   periodicals 48,455  12.30 

Geography  and  travels 35,517  9.00 

Language  and   literature    67,406  17.10 

All  other  classes 37,580  9.50 


394,460  100.00 


ART  ROOM 


The  Art  Room  was  visited  by  11,850  readers,  who  consulted 
44,179  books. 

WOMEN'S  STUDY  ROOM 

The  Women's  Study  Room  was  visited  by  6,365  readers,  who 
consulted  15,161  books.  (This  count  is  for  seven  months  only.) 

READING  ROOM 

The  average  number  of  persons  present  in  the  Reading  Room 
at  the  close  of  each  hour  from  9  a.  m.  to  10  p.  m.  was  232.  The 
maximum  average  attendance  throughout  the  year  was  at  3 
o'clock,  when  298  readers  were  counted,  as  against  275  during 
the  year  before.  The  largest  number  present  in  the  room  at  one 
time  was  479,  on  December  29,  1913,  at  3  o'clock. 

The  number  of  newspapers  and  magazines  on  file  in  the  Read- 
ing Room  is  1,220. 

The  amount  expended  for  newspapers  and  periodicals  for 
branches  and  reading  rooms  was  $6,512.68,  exclusive  of  $230.00 
expended  for  the  Kelly  Branch  out  of  the  Kelly  Branch  fund. 
The  South  Park  Commissioners  supplied  the  magazines  for  the 
South  Side  branches. 

Visitors    907,500 

Serials  on  file 1,220 

Cost  of  serials $6,447.68 
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CIVICS  ROOM 

The  attendance  in  the  Civics  Room  was  52,304  during  the 
year.  There  were  consulted  in  this  room  15,576  documents,  18,- 
535  magazines,  22,015  directories,  121,650  pamphlets  and  13,194 
books. 

PATENTS  ROOM 

The  attendance  in  the  Patents  Room  was  29,063  during 
the  year.  There  were  consulted  in  this  room  99,385  patents,  7,836 
bound  newspapers  and  273  books  for  the  blind. 

BOOKS  FOR  THE  BLIND 

The  collection  of  books  for  the  blind  now  numbers  1,442  vol- 
umes, comprising  642  volumes  in  Braille  print,  480  in  Moon  type, 
225  volumes  in  American  Line,  and  95  volumes  in  New  York 
Point.  Seventy-two  volumes  were  added  during  the  year.  There 
were  circulated  for  home  use  2,789  volumes;  273  volumes  were 
used  at  the  Main  Library. 

ADMINISTRATION 

The  entire  number  of  persons  employed  in  all  departments 
of  the  library  service  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  320,  an  in- 
crease of  seven  over  last  year.  The  pay-rolls  of  the  Main  Library, 
branches,  delivery  stations  and  traveling  libraries  amounted  to 
$240,970.78,  exclusive  of  $6,134.75  for  the  Kelly  Branch  and 
$651.48  for  the  Sheridan  Branch,  both  of  which  were  paid  out 
of  the  Kelly  Branch  fund. 
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BINDING 

The  number  of  volumes  bound  during  the  year  was  63,854. 
Of  these  56,729  were  newly  bound  or  rebound,  and  7,125  were 
resewed  in  the  old  covers.  There  were  repaired  in  the  Binding 
Department  69,270  books;  12,615  were  repaired  at  the  binderies. 
The  books  relabeled  during  the  year  numbered  57,388  volumes. 
The  amount  expended  for  binding  was  $25,683.79. 


ANNUAL  INVENTORY 

The  total  number  of  books  missing  at  the  close  of  the  year 
was  5,150,  as  compared  with  5,691  in  1912-13.  Of  these  1,059 
are  missing  at  the  Main  Library  and  4,091  in  the  branches.  Of 
the  books  unaccounted  for  in  last  year's  inventory,  658  have 
since  been  found. 


CATALOG  DEPARTMENT 

During  the  year  33,070  volumes  were  cataloged  and  classi- 
fied. Of  these  9,130  were  new  titles,  11,159  were  extra  copies 
and  3,101  were  replacements,  and  777  were  recataloged.  Con- 
tinuations of  books  and  periodicals  numbered  1,735. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  public  card  catalog  29,287 
cards,  11,795  of  them  being  subject  cards.  Additions  and  cor- 
rections comprised  5,878.  The  official  card  catalog  was  augmented 
by  31,696,  including  additions,  corrections  and  foreign  deposit 
collection  cards. 

There  were  ordered  from  the  Library  of  Congress  for  the 
main  building  8,326  titles,  for  which  6,210  were  received,  and 
2,116  cards  ordered  were  not  received.  There  was  no  record 
kept  of  cards  added  to  eight  departmental  catalogs  in  the  main 
building. 
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CIRCULATION  OF  BOOKS  1913-14 


Year 

Home 
circulation 
of  books 

Daily 
average 
circulation 

Books  issued 
through 
Deliv- 
ery stations 

Books  issued 
through 
branches 
(direct  or 
station) 

Fines 
collected 

1874 

7659 

295 

$          365 

1875 

399156 

1,313 

264872 

1880 

306751 

1,002 

1  775  72 

1885 

519  691 

1,704 

65,271 

308800 

1890 

843971 

2,830 

201,257 

4  853  75 

1895 

1  147  862 

3,816 

545,866 

554388 

1900 

1  749  775 

5,769 

1,143,391 

7,196  98 

1905 
1906 
1907 
1908 
1909 
1910 
1911 
1912 
1913 
1914 

1,336,199 
1,411,106 
1,414.292 
1,601,645 
1,777,142 
1,805,012 
2,256,022 
2,587,232 
3,037,035 
3,428,638 

4,400 
4,548 
4,521 
5,046 
5,885 
5,938 
7,397 
8,455 
9,587 
11,261 

788,657 
846,802 
844,415 
954,000 
1,129,450 
1,135,848 
1,075,376 
948,815 
883,366 
804,987 

4,336 
36,343 
52,451 
71,074 
70,486 
184,956 
592,454 
1,063,740 
1,396,422 
1,680,529 

6,732.20 
7,484.91 
8,284.65 
8,662.83 
9,162.63 
10,151.94 
12,851.36 
14,196.22 
15,359.64 
l       16,803.41 

BOOK  ACCESSIONS  1913-14. 
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1874 

18,183 

11.331 

9,899 

1,432 

$10,733.11 



2,638 

1875 

39,236 

21,053 

20,122 

969 

28,410.63 

'  '  38 

1,944 

1880 

67,772 

8,440 

7,799 

641 

7,404.52 

1,137 

487 

1885 

111,621 

6,836 

5,692 

1,144 

6,899.14 

698 

3,201 

1890 

156,242 

10,908 

10,073 

835 

11,148.66 

3,507 

1,635 

1895 

211,157 

18,485 

16,727 

975 

19,431.18 

5,595 

1,236 

1900 

258,498 

12,911 

9,651 

1,622 

12,476.70 

3,905 

1,807 

1905 

304,510 

22,879 

18,436 

2,097 

19,884.79 

8,002 

3,456 

1906 

323,610 

26,236 

22,616 

1,997 

24,013.53 

6,365 

4,042 

1907 

339,282 

24,987 

21,927 

1,438 

20,078.07 

8,303 

2,596 

1908 

352,093 

25,843 

22,353 

1,765 

24,262.76 

11,466 

1,499 

1909 

365,349 

28,197 

25,303 

1,315 

27,064.70 

12,900 

868 

1910 

402,848 

55,990 

51,482 

2,693 

45,520.85 

14,688 

132 

1911 

448,073 

58,644 

54,504 

2,070 

46,283.09 

10,020 

2,022 

1912 

481,708 

50,952 

45,834 

3,655 

43,190.29 

10,340 

1,944 

1913 

514,259 

47,467 

39,035 

6,368 

38,136.33 

9,503 

1,734 

1914 

571t358 

78,231 

73,228 

2,670 

65,779.48 

21.132 

2,805 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  BOOKS 


Vols.  in 
library 
May  31,  1913 

Total  ac- 
cessions 
IQI3-U 

Net  ac- 
cessions 
1913-14 

Vols.  in 
library 
May  31,  1914 

26,353 

1,359 

1,112 

27465 

Biography  

18,349 

986 

836 

19,185 

16,894 

1,478 

1,341 

18,235 

Poetry  and  Drama  

11,924 

1,318 

1  149 

13073 

Essays  and  Miscellanies  
Polygraphy  and  C.  W  

6,038 
4,699 

432 

349 

6,387 
4,699 

Fine  Arts  

12,543 

2,790 

2,494 

15,037 

Natural  Science  

13,543 

1,107 

931 

14,474 

Practical   Arts    

31,061 

2,867 

2,266 

33,327 

Political  and  Social  Scienct 
Language  and  Literature  .  .  . 
Mental  and  Moral  Science.. 
Ancient  Classics  

15,178 
11,277 
8,841 
1,783 

2,858 
1,322 
1,221 
49 

2,668 
1,098 
1,114 
29 

17,846 
12,375 
9,955 
1,812 

Religion    

9,664 

623 

571 

10,235 

Medicine  

2,050 

342 

287 

2,337 

Law    

1,400 

123 

120 

1,520 

Periodicals   

52,017 

1,566 

1,007 

53,024 

Documents  

29,136 

833 

833 

29,969 

Bibliography    

5,113 

273 

273 

5,386 

Dictionaries    etc    

7,585 

656 

641 

8,226 

English   Fiction    

94,378 

17,600 

12,662 

107,040 

Juvenile    

70,350 

34,742 

23,186 

93,536 

German  Literature    

26,356 

1,092 

386 

26,742 

French  Literature   

12,294 

157 

40 

12,334 

Italian  Literature    

1,962 

15 

-25 

1,937 

Spanish  Literature    

1,212 

9 

4 

1,216 

Portuguese  Literature   .  .  .  .  . 

44 

44 

Dutch  Literature   

1,483 

1 

-9 

1,474 

Bohemian  Literature    

5,190 

741 

428 

5,618 

Polish  Literature  

2,789 

934 

789 

3,578 

Lettish  Literature   

477 

14 

13 

490 

Russian  Literature   

903 

16 

-18 

885 

Scandinavian  Literature   .  .  . 
Hungarian  Literature    
Lithuanian  Literature    
\Velsh  Literature 

8,042 
231 
624 
7 

641 
9 
13 

546 
4 
12 

8,588 
235 
636 
7 

Yiddish   

943 

23 

-58 

885 

Japanese  and  Chinese  Lit... 
Other  Languages  

133 
23 

1 
2 

1 
1 

134 
24 

Books  for  the  Blind  

1,370 

18 

18 

1,388 

Total    

514,259 

78,231 

57,099 

571,358 

(    1 

J 
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BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 
1914-1915 

ANTONIO  LAGORIO,  President Term  expires  1915 

MAX  HENIUS,   Vice-President "  1917 

SAMUEL  DESPRES   "  1915 

OSCAR  G.  MAYER  1  "  1915 

JAMES  J.  HEALY "  1916 

FRANK  J.  POKORNEY  "  1916 

T.   FRANK   O'CONNELL "  1916 

PHILIP  M.  KSYCKI   "  "       1917 

CHARLES  C.   BREYER..  "  "       1917 


HARRY  G.  WILSON,  Secretary  to  the  Board. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 
1914-1915 

Library:     Directors  Despres,  Henius  and  Pokorney. 
Administration:     Directors  Mayer,  O'Connell  and  Breyer. 
Buildings  and  Grounds:     Directors  Healy,  Breyer  and  Ksycki. 
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MEMBERS  OF  THE  BOARD  FROM  ITS  ORGANIZATION 

APRIL  11,  1872,  TO  JULY  1,  1915, 
WITH    THEIR    TERMS    OF    SERVICE 


Allen,  James  Lane,  1880-82. 
*  Anthony,  Elliott,  1872-77. 
*Armstrong,     Geo.     B.,     1881-82; 
1908-11. 

Barr,  Alfred  E.,  1899. 

Beebe,  Wm.  H.,  1887-89. 
*Billings,  Albert  M.,  1875-78. 
*Blodgett,  Edward  A.,  1908-10. 

Bowers,  James  F.,  1901-08. 

Bradley,  J.  Harley,  1887. 

Breyer,  Charles  C,  1913-14. 
*Brine,  Geo.  J.,  1886-87. 
*Brosseau,  Z.  P.,  1893-96;  1901-07. 
*Callaghan,  B.,  1880-96. 

Cigrand,   B.  J.,   1903-10. 

Collins,  Michael  J.,  1912-13. 
*Curran,  Wm.,  1882-83. 

Despres,     Samuel,     1903-06;  1912- 
15. 

Diener,  T.  C.,  1893-95. 

Dreyer,  Edw.  S.,  1889-95. 

Eckhart,  John  W.,  1901-07. 

Egan,  Dennis  J.,  1903-05. 
*Enright,  John  W.,  1883-88. 
*Forrester,  Robert  H.,  1879-80. 

Frank,  Mortimer,  1910-13. 

Franks,  Jacob,  1897-03. 

Freeman,  Henry  V.,  1910-13. 

Fyffe,  Colin  C.  H.,  1903-05. 

Garibaldi,  John  G.,  1900-02. 
'Gunderson,  S.  T.,  1895-98. 
-"Hamilton,  John  B.,  1896-98. 
"Hatch,    Azel    F.,    1890-93;    1894- 

1900. 
*Hayes,  Samuel  S.,  1872-75. 

Healy,  J.  J.,  1913-16. 

Hedenberg,  James  W.,  1895-98. 

Heldmann,  Geo.  D.,  1902-03. 

Henius,  Max,   1911-17. 


Herhold,  Frederick  H.,  1897-1901. 

Hirsch,  Emil  G.,  1888-97. 

Hotz,  Ferdinand  C,  1875-81. 
*Hoyne,  Thos.,  1872-75. 

Hutchinson,  Chas.  L.,  1898-01. 

Hynes,  Wm.  J.,  1881-87. 
*Kadlec,  L.  W.,  1880-89. 

Kaspar,  Wm.,  1889-94. 

Keeley,  Thos.  F.,  1894-97. 
*Kent,  Wm.  D.,  1888-89. 

Ksycki,  Philip  M.,  1911-14. 

Kuflewski,  W.  A.,   1899-02. 

Lagorio,  Antonio,  1906-15. 

Lewke,  Otto  W.,  1897-1900. 

Lindstrand,  Frans  A.,  1903-06. 
*Loewenthal,  B.,  1875-82. 

Lowe,  John  W.,  1902-06. 

McCormick,  Robert  S.,  1895-01. 

McDowell,   Malcolm,  1913-14. 

MacMillan,  T.  C,  1882-87. 

Mannhardt,  Emil,  1885-88. 

Mason,  George,  1874-80. 

Mayer,  Oscar,  1914-15. 

Meeker,  Arthur,  1900-03. 
*Moos,  Bernhard,  1887-96. 
*Moses,  Adolph,   1882-88. 

Novak,  John  L.,  1905-08. 

Onahan,  Wm.  J.,  1874-81. 

O'Connell,  T.  Frank,  1913-16. 

Peabody,  Francis  S.,  1899-03. 

Plamondon,  Chas.  A.,  1899-02. 

Pokorney,  Frank  J.,  1913-16. 
*Queal,  Robert  F.,  1872-76. 
*Raster,  Hermann,  1872-75. 

Rawson,  Frederick  H.,  1908-11. 

Rend,  Wm.   P.,   1889-92. 

Rogers,  Henry  W.,  1883-85. 
*Rosenthal,  Julius,  1872-75. 

Roulston,   Robert  J.,   1905-13. 


Rubens,  Harry,  1879-85. 

Ryan,  Andrew  J.,  1898-99. 
*Schmidt,  Ernst,  1881-82. 
*Scranton,  Abner  R.,  1876-79. 
*Sheahan,  James  W.,   1872-74. 
'Shields,  Michael,  1902-03. 
*Shorey,  Daniel  L.,  1872-80. 
*Shortall,  John  G.,  1886-95. 
*Smith,  Pliny  B.,  1888-94. 
*Smith,  Robert  J.,  1890-93. 

Smith,  Sidney,  1877-79. 
*Smyth,  John  M.,  1892-95. 


Sprague,  Otho  S.  A.,  1878-81. 

Stern,  Julius,  1906-12. 
*Swazey,  Arthur,  1885-87. 

Taylor,  Graham,  1906-12. 

Umbdenstock,  Michael,  1887-90. 

Van  Osdel,  John  M.,  1896-99. 

Wait,  Horatio  L.,  1910-13. 
*Walker,  J.  B.,  1875-83. 

Waterman,  Arba  N.,  1908-10. 
*Wells,  Wm.  H.,  1882-85. 
'Williams,  Norman,  1887-89. 
*Woodard,  Willard,  1872-74. 


*Sheahan,  Jas.  W.,  Acting  Secretary  from  April  11  to  July  20,  1872. 
*Wickersham,  W.  B.,  Secretary  from  July  20,  1872,  to  October  15,  1908. 
Wilson,   Harry   G.,   Acting  Secretary,   October   15,   1908,   to   March    11, 

1909.     Secretary  since  March  11,  1909. 
*Poole,  Wm.  F.,  LL.  D.,  Librarian  from  October  25,  1873,    to   August 

1,  1887. 

Hild,  Frederick  H.,  Librarian  from  October  15,  1887,  to  April  30,  1909. 
Roden,  Carl  B.,  Acting  Librarian  from  May  1,  1909,  to  October  11,  1909. 
Legler,  Henry  E.,  Librarian  since  October  11,  1909. 


*Deceased. 


LIBRARY  STAFF 

May  31,  1915 


ADMINISTRATION — Henry  E.  Legler,  librarian;  Carl  B.  Roden,  assist- 
ant librarian;  Gertrude  C.  Shine,  librarian's  secretary;  Walter  A.  Faerber, 
page. 

SECRETARY'S  OFFICE — Harry  G.  Wilson,  secretary;  Emanuel  Holy, 
Minnie  E.  Wills,  James  W.  McGovern,  Ray  A.  O'Connell. 

ORDER  DIVISION — Caroline  Bernhardt,  principal  assistant;  Katherine 
E.  Brady,  Anna  V.  Donnelly,  Rose  Lillibridge,  Ethel  Owen,  Bessie  H. 
Palmer,  senior  assistants;  Deane  Horrobin,  page. 

CATALOG  DIVISION — Bessie  Goldberg,  chief;  Gladys  Arnold,  Lucy  E. 
Brown,  Emily  T.  Larson,  Amelia  M.  Platt,  Anna  C.  Reque,  principal 
catalogers;  Irma  L.  Snyder,  J.  Cornelia  Wyse,  senior  catalogers;  Florence 
Arnold,  Samuel  Kaplan,  Pyrrha  B.  Sheffield,  senior  assistants;  Minnie 
Grube,  multigraph  operator. 

CIRCULATION  DIVISION — James  C.  Barbee,  chief;  May  I.  Carroll, 
George  S.  King,  head  assistants;  Margaret  C.  O'Shaughnessy,  principal 
assistant;  Elizabeth  Barnes,  James  E.  Edwards,  Irene  Ives,  Mary  Moser, 
Jessie  E.  Reed,  Lora  A.  Rich,  senior  assistants;  Louise  Ayers,  Florence 
L.  Berg,  Frances  Burke,  Katharine  H.  Firebaugh,  Daisy  Furchgott,  Irma 
A.  Sachen,  Henry  Trivisonno,  junior  assistants;  Stanley  Beck,  James 
Berardo,  Morris  Cohen,  Chester  Cole,  Chauncey  Cummings,  Richard 
Erwin,  George  S.  Harris,  Tony  Hrdalo,  Michael  Janowsky,  Abe  Levy, 
Frank  Magilner,  Charles  R.  Patterson,  Tony  Petrone,  Maurice  Pick, 
Harold  Regan,  Charles  Rich,  Alfred  C.  Rogers,  Isaac  Salanovitz,  Edward 
Saperstein,  Louis  Saperstein,  Sol  Sax,  Reuben  Weathers,  Arthur  B. 
Wilkes,  pages. 

STATIONS  DIVISION — William  A.  Purer,  chief;  Christian  Sonne,  John 
Toman  (on  leave  of  absence),  principal  assistants;  George  F.  Bell,  Ray- 
mond Dwyer,  Harold  Hellgren,  Elie  Hudon,  Herman  L.  Miller,  William 
Renner,  Joseph  Rzepinski,  Emma  L.  Shaw,  senior  assistants;  Agatha  A. 
Wieboldt,  junor  assistant;  Jacob  Cohen,  Fred  A.  A.  Schweizer,  George 
M.  Thompson,  messengers;  Louis  Casty,  Harry  Chernim,  James  Feeney, 
Joseph  Greenspan,  Bernhard  J.  Gunther,  Edward  Harkin,  Walter  Loeffler, 
Felix  Pathman,  Henry  Petersen,  Thomas  A.  Prince,  Jesse  Pruskauer, 
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Otto  Refke,  Louis  Rotheiser,  Abe  Shapiro,  Lawrence  Strauss,  Charles  E. 
Titley,  Joseph  Weitzenfeld,  Maurice  Weitzman,  pages;  John  D.  Barchard, 
John  Gawron,  Fred  C.  Lutter,  William  J.  Soper,  John  P.  Wallenborn, 
George  A.  Wiborg,  automobile  operators;  Albert  Ifland,  automobile  care- 
taker. 

REFERENCE  DIVISION — Carrie  L.  Elliott,  chief;  Frank  E.  Waska,  head 
assistant  in  charge  of  Art  Room;  J.  Frank  James,  Charles  F.  Zak,  princi- 
pal assistants;  William  C.  Firebaugh,  Walter  B.  Flintrup,  Charles  L. 
Green,  Margaret  Kearney,  Mary  E.  Rae,  senior  assistants;  John  B.  Bloom, 
Page. 

Civics  ROOM — Charles  Lhotka,  chief;  Jessie  M.  Woodford,  principal 
cataloger;  Edith  Kammerling,  Agnes  Donoghue,  Edward  Kenwood, 
Edward  Peterson,  senior  assistants;  Harriet  E.  McCay,  junior  assistant. 

MUNICIPAL  REFERENCE  DIVISION — Frederick  F.  Rex,  municipal  refer- 
ence librarian;  Ethel  Bredin,  senior  assistant;  Lester  Vocke,  page. 

INSTRUCTIONAL  DIVISION — Faith  E.  Smith,  director  of  training  class; 
Cora  E.  Hinkins,  senior  assistant;  Ruth  C.  Sweeney,  junior  assistant. 

PERIODICALS  DIVISION — Reidar  Arentz,  chief;  James  H.  Biddle,  Charles 
J.  Macko,  senior  assistants. 

PUBLICATION  DIVISION — Anna  J.  Ferguson,  Anna  Riordan,  principal 
assistants;. Maude  H.  T.  Freeman,  senior  assistant.  

REGISTRY  DIVISION — Lilyan  G.  Morawski,  chief;  Katharine  A.  Dono- 
van, principal  assistant;  Loretto  M.  Crowe,  A.  Agnes  O'Brien,  Mary  E. 
Ryan,  Blanche  V.  Shaw,  senior  assistants;  Cecelia  Georgas,  Mary  A. 
Neylen,  junior  assistants;  Isadore  Click,  messenger. 

BINDERY  DIVISION — J.  Ritchie  Patterson,  chief;  Mary  M.  Hishen, 
principal  assistant;  Margaret  Grain,  senior  assistant;  Lottie  Bewers, 
Marguerite  Hollingsworth,  Bessie  R.  Moberg,  Hattie  O'Neal,  Kathryn 
Stevens,  Catherine  Thomson,  May  Weaymouth,  bindery  assistants;  George 
T.  Hillman,  page. 

EVENING  DIVISION — Benjamin  M.  Smith,  chief;  Joseph  J.  Augustus, 
Nathan  R.  Levin,  junior  assistants;  Harry  Cohen,  Nathan  Dolnitzky, 
Charles  I.  Gingrich,  William  T.  Horrobin,  William  H.  Kurzin,  Salvatore 
Lange,  Rocco  Motto,  Fritz  Pottasch,  Leo  J.  Sheridan,  Lawrence  M. 
Wilson,  pages. 

SWITCHBOARD — Rebecca  M.  Burke,  clerk. 

BRANCHES  DIVISION — John  F.  Phelan,  chief;  Pearl  I.  Field,  supervisor 
of  special  deposits;  Dorothy  Bastin,  Roey  Cowen,  Nellie  E.  Doran,  Ida 
B.  Johnson,  Faith  Mix,  M.  Lillian  Ryan,  senior  assistants;  Ada  Cole, 


Helen  T.  Doan,  Veta  Dee  Gardner,  Prudence  Higley,  Bertha  Klein, 
Evelyn  Morgan,  Alice  Pullman,  Helen  Rountree,  Edna  Vineburg,  junior 
assistants;  Helen  Kasmar,  bindery  assistant;  Harry  Blummer,  Stephen 
Ryan,  pages;  Jacob  D.  Levin,  Bennie  Rudy,  pages  (traveling  substitutes). 

ARMOUR  SQUARE  BRANCH — Daisy  McHale,  branch  librarian;  Augusta 
G.  Kessell,  junior  assistant. 

AUSTIN  BRANCH — Julia  A.  Baker,  branch  librarian;  Helen  S.  Babcock, 
Charlotte  Hartmann,  Nellie  Marlatt,  Louise  Foster,  junior  assistants; 
Melville  E.  Eaton,  page;  Charles  Gerloff,  janitor. 

BESSEMER  PARK  BRANCH — Pearl  E.  Feddersen,  branch  librarian;  Dora 
Feddersen,  junior  assistant. 

BLACKSTONE  BRANCH — Mary  W.  Wood,  branch  librarian;  Anna  W. 
Thayer,  Mary  A.  Wilson,  senior  assistants;  Helen  Crowe,  junior  assistant; 
Michael  Leberstein,  page;  John  Renkosicwicz,  engineer-janitor. 

BURR  SCHOOL  BRANCH — Helen  I.  Fix,  branch  librarian;  Genevieve 
O'Leary,  junior  assistant;  Lee  R.  Egan,  page. 

CORNELL  SQUARE  BRANCH — Catherine  J.  Fox,  branch  librarian;  Lorene 
Campbell,  junior  assistant. 

DAVIS  SQUARE  BRANCH — Grace  L.  Flack,  branch  librarian;  Evelyn 
Wall,  junior  assistant. 

DOUGLAS  PARK  BRANCH — Alice  M.  Farquhar,  branch  librarian;  Annie 
Batchelder,  Margaret  M.  Bates,  Dorothy  Brown,  Ruth  Carlisle,  Carmen 
Filippi,  Stella  Turek,  junior  assistants;  Max  Goldenson,  page;  Bob 
Yates,  janitor. 

DVORAK  PARK  BRANCH — Helen  H.  Forman,  branch  librarian;  Eliza- 
beth Bell,  junior  assistant;  William  P.  Perlman,  page. 

ECKHART  PARK  BRANCH — Julia  A.  Gerloff,  branch  librarian;  Adeline 
Neiman,  Sue  Wuchter,  junior  assistants;  Edward  Eckhardt,  page. 

FULLER  PARK  BRANCH — Kate  B.  Chase,  branch  librarian;  Mildred  F. 
Goodnow,  junior  assistant;  William  Yonker,  page. 

HAMILTON  PARK  BRANCH — Frances  C.  Cantner,  branch  librarian; 
Edith  F.  Long,  junior  assistant;  Abe  Puzes,  page. 

HAMLIN  PARK  BRANCH — Maude  Blake,  branch  librarian;  Catherine 
McNulty,  senior  assistant;  Axel  Bay,  page. 

HEBREW  INSTITUTE  BRANCH — Mathilda  S.  Nodek,  branch  librarian; 
Esther  Aaron,  Gertrude  Leberstine,  Florence  Mayer  son,  junior  assistants; 
Nathan  Kier,  Bertha  Tigay,  pages. 
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HOLSTEIN  PARK  BRANCH — Charlotte  L.  Olson,  branch  librarian;  Mary 
Livshis,  junior  assistant;  Otto  Laske,  page. 

HUMBOLDT  PARK  BRANCH — Ada  M.  Lanquist,  branch  librarian;  Fan- 
chon  Henderson,  Lillian  V.  Leviash,  junior  assistants;  Louis  Kaplan, 
page;  Bob  Jones,  janitor. 

INDEPENDENCE  PARK  BRANCH — Adah  M.  Anderson,  branch  librarian; 
Helen  M.  La  Berge,  junior  assistant. 

HIRAM  KELLY  BRANCH — Adah  F.  Whitcomb,  branch  librarian;  Eliza 
R.  Pendry,  senior  assistant;  Helen  Barlow,  Olive  Griffith,  Cora  I.  Hough, 
Erva  E.  Romaine,  junior  assistants;  Emmet  J.  O'Neill,  page;  Thomas  P. 
Conry,  engineer-janitor. 

LEWIS  INSTITUTE  BRANCH — Janet  M.  Green,  branch  librarian;  Vivian 
G.  Harsh,  senior  assistant;  Ruth  Chandler,  Margaret  McDonald,  Waldine , 
Schneider,  junior  assistants;  Gladstone  Matejka,  page;  Bob  Yates,  janitor. 

LINCOLN  CENTER  BRANCH — Olive  E.  Pillsbury,  branch  librarian;  Louise 
M.  Hannagan,  senior  assistant;  Roberta  P.  Cooke,  junior  assistant;  Joseph 
Lindenbaum,  page. 

LOGAN  SQUARE  BRANCH — Frances  V.  Rice,  branch  librarian;  Emma 
Levin,  senior  assistant;  Ruth  K.  McLaughlin,  Sylvia  Oakley,  Geraldine 
Scott,  junior  assistants;  Joseph  M.  Haimowitz,  page;  Emily  Menz, 
janitress. 

MARK  WHITE  BRANCH — Edith  Erskine,  branch  librarian;  Anna  I. 
Kelley,  junior  assistant;  Daniel  J.  Hussey,  page. 

OGDEN  PARK  BRANCH — Minnie  S.  Clark,  branch  librarian;  Philomena 
E.  Brennan,  Sonja  Wennerblad,  junior  assistants;  Peter  J.  Werner,  page. 

PALMER  PARK  BRANCH — Muriel  Dunne,  branch  librarian;  Margaret 
D.  Hill,  junior  assistant. 

SEWARD  PARK  BRANCH — Mary  Pomerene,  branch  librarian;  Jennie 
Smock,  junior  assistant;  Steven  Klos,  page. 

SHERIDAN  BRANCH — Myrtle  E.  Sette,  branch  librarian;  Gertrude  L. 
Husenetter,  senior  assistant;  Nordica  Fenneman,  Mabel  C.  Moderwell, 
junior  assistants;  George  S.  Carr,  page;  Keti  Bogusz,  janitress. 

SHERMAN  PARK  BRANCH — Alberta  L.  McDermott,  branch  librarian; 
Evangeline  Beck,  senior  assistant;  Joseph  Rogers,  page. 

STANFORD  PARK  BRANCH — Harriet  I.  Baer,  branch  librarian;  Clara 
Barnes,  Rebecca  M.  Bond,  junior  assistants;  James  O'Connor,  page. 

STANTON  PARK  BRANCH — Winifred  J.  Lagorio,  branch  librarian; 
Phyllis  G.  Cleaver,  junior  assistant;  Meyer  Pidot,  page. 
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SUMNER  SCHOOL  BRANCH — Ella  J.  Horrobin,  branch  librarian;  Camille 
Rigali,  junior  assistant;  Leo  M.  Henikoff,  page. 

WALKER  BRANCH — Clara  L.  German,  branch  librarian;  Frank  M. 
McClain,  janitor. 

WEST  TWENTY-SIXTH  STREET  BRANCH — Bird  Morrison,  branch 
librarian;  Jessie  Lawson,  senior  assistant;  Sarah  Berman,  Anna  Cylkowski, 
junior  assistants;  Irwin  Bercu,  page. 

ENGINEERS'  DIVISION — Jacob  Reitz,  chief  engineer;  Robert  G.  Allison, 
Ernest  A.  Hart,  Peter  Ledeboer,  Charles  I.  Moulton,  engineers;  Amby 
J.  Beery,  John  Guthrie,  John  Stretch,  firemen;  D.  E.  Halberstadt,  Fred 
M.  McNeill,  mechanical  and  electrical  engineers;  John  Clarke,  John 
Murray,  coal-passers;  Arnold  F.  Brendle,  Thomas  Guthrie,  James  C. 
Lindsley,  G.  A.  Rhodes,  oilers;  Cosmo  Pacente,  laborer. 

JANITORS'  DIVISION — James  J.  Linehan,  custodian  of  buildings;  John 
Ampey,  Joseph  Bennett,  Frank  Bergman,  James  C.  King,  Martin  R.  Logan, 
William  M.  McDearmed,  Frank  Malina,  Peter  Murphy,  William  Shanley, 
Frank  Smith,  janitors;  Josephena  Anderson,  Agnes  Cronin,  Josephine 
Cubecheck,  Mary  Higgins,  Mary  Mangan,  Catharine  Murphy,  Catherine 
Murray,  Rose  Prince,  Anna  Wittbrot,  janitresses;  Dominick  Carsello, 
Alessandro  Farroli,  marble  cleaners;  Martin  Schnee,  Emil  Schoenbacher, 
wood  finishers;  John  Christian,  Ernst  Grabe,  Christian  Ullrich,  watchmen; 
John  McKay,  Robert  H.  Proudie,  Axel  F.  Olson,  window  washers; 
Nicholas  A.  Anderson,  carpenter;  Oscar  Carlson,  David  DeRoches,  Charles 
F.  Jackson,  Frank  Prochaska,  William  W.  Scanlon,  Michael  J.  Sheridan, 
George  D.  Wedel,  elevator  operators;  John  R.  Carleton,  coat  room 
attendant. 
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FORTY-THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

OF 

THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 


To  THE  HONORABLE,  THE  MAYOR  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CITY 
COUNCIL,  CITY  OF  CHICAGO. 

Gentlemen:  The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago  Pub- 
lic Library  presents  herewith  the  report  of  the  library  for  the 
year  ended  May  31,  1915,  being  the  forty-third  annual  report. 

The  Board  has  continued  in  its  endeavors  to  extend  library 
facilities  to  all  the  people  of  Chicago,  not  only  through  its  sys- 
tem of  branch  libraries,  various  deposit  collections,  traveling  li- 
braries and  delivery  stations,  but  also  by  making  the  collection 
of  books  in  the  main  library  more  accessible  to  the  patrons  of 
the  library. 

The  installation  of  about  twenty-five  thousand  volumes  in 
foreign  languages  in  a  separate  collection  on  the  fourth  floor 
has  not  only  given  the  foreign-born  population  of  the  city  the 
opportunity  of  personal  selection  of  the  books  on  the  shelves, 
but  has  brought  to  their  attention  the  wealth  of  material  in  the 
library  that  can  be  obtained  for  the  asking. 

The  music  collection  mentioned  in  the  last  report  has  be- 
come a  reality  and  has  met  with  even  greater  favor  than  has 
been  anticipated.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  European  war  has 
prevented  the  filling  of  orders  for  music  published  in  Europe 
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the  collection  is  not  yet  completed,  but  the  use  made  of  the  mu- 
sic in  the  present  collection  justifies  this  departure  in  public  li- 
brary work. 

The  various  agencies  for  the  distribution  of  books  has  been 
increased  by  the  addition  of 'two  branch  libraries,  five  traveling 
libraries,  two  business  house  deposits,  two  delivery  stations  and 
one  hundred  seventy-one  school  deposits,  making  a  total  of  898 
distributing  centers. 

Two  of  the  branch  libraries  (Lawndale  and  Humboldt) 
were  removed  to  more  commodious  quarters  where  better  fa- 
cilities were  afforded  the  patrons,  and  the  enormous  increase  in 
the  use  of  these  branches,  especially  by  adult  readers,  has  proved 
the  wisdom  of  the  Board's  action. 

Notwithstanding  the  restricted  revenues  of  the  Board  the 
work  of  the  library  has  continued  to  expand ;  the  home  circula- 
tion of  books  showing  an  increase  of  almost  900,000  volumes, 
26  per  cent,  gain  over  the  previous  year.  This  gain  is  also 
shown  in  all  departments  of  the  work  of  the  library  as  may  be 
seen  in  the  statistical  report  of  the  Librarian,  which  is  attached 
hereto  and  made  part  of  this  report. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  current  calendar  year,  in  making  up 
its  budget,  the  Board  was  confronted  with  the  problem  of  mak- 
ing the  available  revenue  for  1915,  $417,000,  which  included  all 
balances  in  trust  fund  income  accounts  as  well  as  the  estimated 
income  from  trust  funds  for  the  year,  cover  an  estimated  expen- 
diture of  $500,000. 

To  do  this  the  Board  was  forced  to  cut  the  estimates  sub- 
mitted by  the  committees  wherever  it  could  be  done  without  ab- 
solutely discontinuing  any  of  the  work  being  carried  on  at  the 
time.  This  course  precluded  the  extension  of  library  service  to 
any  appreciable  extent. 

In  the  estimate  of  the  Committee  on  Library,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  cut  the  item  for  the  purchase  of  books  from  $69,000 
(an  amount  which  was  only  half  of  the  sum  really  needed  to 
supply  the  demand,  made  for  branches,  deposits  and  replacement 
of  worn  out  volumes)  to  $45,000.  The  Board  was  forced  to 
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appropriate  the  sum  of  $8,500  for  the  rent  of  branch  libraries 
in  leased  quarters  from  the  income  of  the  Hiram  Kelly  fund. 
In  fact  it  was  found  necessary  to  use  all  unexpended  balances 
in  the  various  trust  funds  for  the  current  expense  of  maintain- 
ing the  library,  and  thus  the  long  cherished  plans  for  building 
branch  libraries  with  the  accumulated  income  of  these  funds 
have  vanished,  and  other  sources  must  be  found  for  funds  to 
give  Chicago  the  system  of  branch  libraries  so  sorely  needed. 

The  Board  has  endeavored  to  keep  up  the  physical  equip- 
ment of  the  main  building  and  branches  to  the  usual  high 
standard,  and  among  the  items  expended  during  the  year  was 
one  of  $4,300,  for  a  new  roof  over  the  boiler  and  engine  rooms. 

The  trust  funds,  amounting  to  $278,000,  are  invested  in 
high  grade  bonds,  a  list  of  which  is  attached  to  the  financial 
statement  of  the  Secretary. 

It  is  with  deepest  regret  that  the  Board  records  the  death 
of  Charles  A.  Plamondon  and  Z.  P.  Brosseau,  former  presidents 
of  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  Frederick  H.  Hild,  librarian  for 
a  period  of  twenty-two  years. 

November  23,  1914,  a  Special  Committee  on  Ways  and 
Means,  consisting  of  Directors  Henius,  O'Connell  and  Breyer, 
was  appointed  with  instructions  to  act  with  the  Legislative  Com- 
mittee of  the  Illinois  Library  Association  in  an  effort  to  in- 
crease the  revenue  of  the  library.  The  committee  decided  upon 
the  plan  of  presenting  to  the  people  of  Chicago  a  statement 
showing  the  needs  of  the  library,  the  extent  of  its  work,  and  a 
comparison  of  the  Chicago  Public  Library  with  the  -libraries  in 
other  large  cities  of  the  country — and  an  appeal  for  a  higher  tax 
rate  to  produce  the  much  needed  revenue. 

The  work  of  the  committee  not  only  met  with  the  approval 
of  the  various  civic  organizations,  women's  clubs  and  citizens 
generally,  but  also  received  favorable  editorial  comment  in  all 
the  daily  papers  of  the  city. 

A  bill  amending  the  State  Library  Act  was  prepared  and 
introduced  in  the  Legislature  providing  for  a  change  in  the  rate 
from  six-tenths  of  a  mill  to  one  mill  on  the  dollar  applicable  to 
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the  City  of  Chicago,  and  from  one  and  two-tenths  mills  to  two 
mills  on  the  dollar  applying  to  the  other  cities  and  towns  of  the 
State.  The  bill  was  passed  by  both  branches  of  the  General 
Assembly  and  was  signed  by  Governor  Dunne  June  29,  1915, 
becoming  effective  July  1,  1915. 

The  increase  of  the  rate  will  produce,  after  the  scaling  of 
the  Juul  Act,  about  $200,000  annually,  and  it  is  expected  that 
after  January  1,  1916,  when  the  taxes  of  the  year  1915  are  avail- 
able, the  library  will  be  able  to  take  up  the  work  which  is  now 
practically  at  a  stand-still,  and  provide  additional  library  facili- 
ties in  response  to  the  oft  repeated  demands  from  all  parts  of 
the  city. 

We  would  make  special  mention  and  commend  the  work 
of  this  committee  whose  labors  have  ended  so  auspiciously,  espe- 
cially mentioning  the  Chairman,  Dr.  Max  Henius,  whose  untir- 
ing, energetic  and  resourceful  mind  contributed  so  much  to  the 
success  of  the  committee's  work. 

In  conclusion,  the  Board  desires  to  express  its  appreciation 
of  the  faithful  services  rendered  by  the  officers  and  members 
of  the  staff  in  all  departments  of  the  library. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

A.  LAGORIO,  President, 
MAX  HENIUS,  Vice-President, 
PHILIP  M.  KSYCKI, 
SAMUEL  DESPRES,  • 
CHARLES  C.  BREYER, 
JAMES  J.  HEALY, 
DR.  F.  J.  POKORNEY, 
T.  FRANK  O'CONNELL, 
OSCAR  G.  MAYER, 

Board  of  Directors. 

Chicago,  June  30,  1915. 
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Public  Library, 
Chicago,  June  28,  1915. 

To  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS,  THE  CHICAGO 
PUBLIC  LIBRARY. 

Gentlemen:  As  required  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  Act 
of  the  General  Assembly,  under  which  the  Library  is  established 
and  maintained,  I  beg  to  submit  the  following  financial  and  sta- 
tistical statements  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1915: 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY  FUND 

RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS  FOR  YEAR  ENDED  MAY  31,  1915 
Receipts 

Taxes  1912  and  prior  years $    1,806.24 

Taxes  1913  collected  June  1,  1914,  to  Dec.  31,  1914. $194,62476 
Taxes  1913  (Morgan  Pk.),  collected  June   1,  1914, 

to  Dec.  31,  1914 1,967.83      196,592.59 


Sale  of  tax  warrants  (taxes  1914) 105,000.00 

Taxes  1914  (Morgan  Pk.),  collected  Jan.  1,  1915,  to 

May  31,  1915 $       500.00 

Taxes  1914,  collected  Jan.  1,  1915,  to  May  31,  1915.   174,689.91 


$175,189.91 
Less:  Tax  warrants  1914— redeemed 105,000.00        70,189.91 


Interest  on  cash  in  hands  City  Treasurer 1,209.25 

Miscellaneous  receipts : 

Sale  of  finding  lists $  477.00 

Books  lost  and  paid  for 1,225.54 

Miscellaneous 697.92 

Sale  of  duplicates 1.00          2,401.46 


$377,199.45 
Fines    for    retention    of    books    (paid    to    pension 

fund — see  disbursements)    18,636.64 


Total  receipts  during  year $395.836.09 
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Funds  June  1,  1914: 

Balance  cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 

Cash  in  banks  and  in  Secretary's  hands 

Disbursements 

Books   $  56,594.36 

Binding    25,022.13 

Periodicals    7,348.73 

Printing  and  stationery 6,349.02 

Finding  lists  1,496.34 

Salaries,   main    library 196,066.84 

Salaries,  branches 61,017.42 

Salaries,  delivery  stations 8,351.56 

Delivery    stations,    miscellaneous 5,102.45 

Branches,  miscellaneous   5,119.84 

Fuel   10,985.35 

Heating  and  generating  plant 1,291.67 

Electric  supplies  and  repairs 781.81 

Elevator  supplies  and  repairs 260.35 

Janitors'  expense   796.28 

Insurance    2,301.58 

Miscellaneous  expense    4,245.00 

Furniture  and  fixtures  2,158.44 

Repairs,  alterations  and  improvements 11,743.56 

Freight  and  expressage 254.52 

Postage    1,930.00 

Books  lost  and  paid  for — refunds 241.49 

Interest  on  tax  warrants 276.29 

Total  expenditures    $409,735.03 

Pension  Fund : 

Fines  received  paid  into  pension  fund 18,636.64 

$428,371.67 

Security  Deposits : 

Deposits   refunded .* $2,934.30 

Deposits  for  library  cards  and  books  2,874.95  59.35 


$  55,302.44 
1,740.10 

$452,878.63 


$428,431.02 


Funds  May  31,  1915 : 

Cash  in  hands  of  City  Treasurer 22,766.86 

Cash  in  banks  and  in  hands  of  Secretary 1,680.75 


$452,878.63 
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Miscellaneous  Funds 

SHERMAN  PARK  FUND: 

Balance  June  1,  1914 $          3.72 

Books   $          3.72 


AUSTIN  BRANCH  INSURANCE  FUND  : 

Balance  June  1,  1914 10.52 

Sundries    $         10.00 

Transferred  to  insurance  fund .52  10.52 


INSURANCE  FUND  : 

Loss  Wadsworth  School  fire 215.83 

Loss  delivery  station  fire 39.40 

Transferred    from    Austin    Branch    Insurance 

Fund  .52 


$      255.75 

Books  $       125.02 

Balance  May  31,  1915 130.73  255.75 


RENTAL  COLLECTION: 

Fees  for  loan  of  books 572.20 

Balance  May  31,   1915 $       572.20 


TRUST  FUNDS 

Cash  Receipts  and  Disbursements 
KELLY  FUND  INCOME: 

Balance  June  1,  1914 $  10,259.09 

Interest  on  bank  balances 283.84 

Transferred  from  Kelly    Branch 839.09 

Transferred  from  Sheridan  Branch 89.32 


$  11,471.34 

Transferred  to  Sheridan  Branch $  1,500.00 

Furniture  Douglas  Park  Branch 957.20 

Binding    (music  collection) 2,062.88 

Books   for  branches 34.48 

Filing  pockets 20.00 

Rent  of  branches 3,435.36 

Balance  May  31,  1915 3,461.42        11,471.34 
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KELLY  BRANCH  LIBRARY  FUND: 

Balance  June  1,  1914 $      1,695.83 

Income  from  investments 10,752.71 


$  12,448.54 

Books   $1,059.57 

Periodicals    195.18 

Binding    506.66 

Salaries    5,927.18 

Heat  and  light 694.23 

Furniture    107.35 

Improvements    677.46 

Miscellaneous    108.29    $    9,275.92 


Books    for  branches 965.52 

Transferred  to  Kelly  fund  income 839.09 

Balance  May  31,   1915 1,368.01        12,448.54 


SHERIDAN  BRANCH  FUND: 

Balance  June  1,  1914 3,290.93 

Transferred  from  Kelly  fund  income 1,500.00 


$    4,790.93 

Furniture    $1,835.70 

Light    81.93 

Rent    980.00 

Salaries    1,755.07 

Miscellaneous    48.91    $    4,701.61 


Transferred  to  Kelly  fund  income 89.32          4,790.93 


RYDER  FUND  INCOME  : 

Balance  June  1,  1914 $       533.89 

Income  from  investments.  .  408.67 


$       942.56 

Books  $       863.85 

Balance   May  31,   1915 78.71  942.56 


BEECHER  FUND  INCOME: 

Balance  June  1,   1914 $    2,572.50 

Income    from    investments.  .  128.54 


$    2,701.04 

Books    (music  collection) $     1,881.64 

Balance  May  31,  1915 819.40         2,701.04 
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JACKSON  FUND  INCOME: 

Balance  June  1,  1914 $      221.37 

Income  from  investments 56.60 

$       277.97 

Books   (books  for  the  blind) $       123.15 

Balance  May  31,   1915 154.82 

$      277.97 

Summary  of  Balances 

May  31,  1915 
MISCELLANEOUS  FUNDS: 

Insurance  fund $       130.73 

Rental  collection  fund 572.20 

$       702.93 
TRUST  FUNDS — INCOME: 

Kelly  Fund $3,461.42 

Kelly  Branch: 1,368.01    $    4,829.43 

Ryder  Fund 78.71 

Beecher  Fund 819.40 

Jackson   Fund 154.82 

$    5,882.36 
$    6,58529 

Cash  Reconcilement 

Public  Library  Fund— Cash $    1,680.75 

Less    incidental    fund   not   yet   reimbursed   by 

City   Treasurer 441.66 

$    1,239.09 
Miscellaneous  and  trust  fund — income  shown  above      6,585.29 

Cash  on  hand  and  in  banks  as  per  Public  Library 

books $    7,824.38 

Trust  Funds  and  Investments 
TRUST  FUNDS  :  ' 

Hiram  Kelly  bequest $200,000.00 

Wm.  H.  Ryder  bequest 10,000.00 

Jerome  Beecher  bequest 2,000.00 

H.  W.  Jackson  bequest 1,000.00 

Hiram  Kelly  increment 65,000.00      278,000.00 
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INVESTMENTS  : 

Municipal  bonds  as  per  list  attached  (par  value 


Certificate  of  deposit  

240.54 

$278,000.00 

List  of  Securities 

No.  of 

Matu- 

Denomi- 

Bonds                           Description                 Rate 

rity 

nation 

Total 

5 

City  of  Chicago  Judgment  refunding.  4H% 

1924 

$1,000 

$    5,000.00 

5 

City  of  Chicago  Judgment  refunding.  4l/2% 

1925 

1,000 

5,000.00 

8 

City  of  Chicago  Judgment  refunding.  4y2% 

1926 

1,000 

8,000.00 

1 

City  of  Chicago  Judgment  refunding.  4^% 

1927 

1,000 

1,000.00 

15 

City  of  Chicago  City  Hall  4% 

1927 

1,000 

15,000.00 

15 

City  of  Chicago  City  Hall  4% 

1928 

1,000 

15,000.00 

15 

City  of  Chicago  City  Hall  4% 

1929 

1,000 

15,000.00 

38 

Lincoln  Park,  Town  of  Lake  View..  4% 

1923 

1,000 

38,000.00 

1 

Lincoln    Park    Commissioners  4% 

1923 

1,000 

1,000.00 

7 

Lincoln    Park    Commissioners  4% 

1925 

1,000 

7,000.00 

2 

Lincoln  Park    Commissioners  4% 

1931 

1,000 

2,000.00 

13 

West    Park    Commissioners  4% 

1916 

1,000 

13,000.00 

1 

West    Park    Commissioners  4% 

1917 

1,000 

1,000.00 

3 

West    Park    Commissioners  4% 

1918 

1,000 

3,000.00 

8 

West    Park    Commissioners  4% 

1919 

1,000 

8,000.00 

6 

West    Park    Commissioners  4% 

1920 

1,000 

6,000.00 

12 

West    Park    Commissioners..'.  4% 

1921 

1,000 

12,000.00 

3 

West    Park    Commissioners  4% 

1922 

1,000 

3,000.00 

4 

West    Park    Commissioners  4% 

1923 

1,000 

4,000.00 

8 

West    Park    Commissioners  4% 

1924 

1,000 

8,000.00 

1 

West    Park    Commissioners  4% 

1925 

1,000 

1,000.00 

2 

West    Park    Commissioners  4% 

1926 

1,000 

2,000.00 

2 

West    Park    Commissioners  4% 

1927 

1,000 

2,000.00 

1 

West    Park    Commissioners  4% 

1928 

1,000 

1,000.00 

2 

West    Park    Commissioners  4% 

1930 

1,000 

2,000.00 

2 

South   Park  Commissioners  4% 

1918 

1,000 

2,000.00 

7 

South   Park   Commissioners  4% 

1919 

1,000 

7,000.00 

4 

South    Park  Commissioners  4% 

1921 

1,000 

4,000.00 

32 

South   Park  Commissioners  4% 

1923 

1,000 

32,000.00 

4 

Sanitary    District  4% 

1919 

1,000 

4,000.00 

6 

Sanitary    District  4% 

1920 

1,000 

6,000.00 

7 

Sanitary    District  4% 

1922 

1,000 

7,000.00 

3 

Sanitary    District  4% 

1923 

1,000 

3,000.00 

16 

Sanitary    District  4% 

1926 

1,000 

16,000.00 

1 

Sanitary    District  4% 

1928 

1,000 

1,000.00 

15 

Sanitary    District  4% 

1930 

1,000 

15,000.00 

3 

School  District  No.  39,  Cook  County.  4% 

500 

1,500.00 

1 

North  Shore  Electric  Co  5% 

1922 

1,000 

1,000.00 

1 

Central  Pacific  Railway  Co  4% 

1949 

500 

500.00 

Certificate    of    deposit     No.    D7968, 

Union  Trust  Co  

240.54 

Total  securities,  par  value $278,240.54 
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We  have  audited  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Chicago  Public 
Library  for  the  year  ended  May  31,  1915,  and  find  them  to  be  correct. 

We  were  permitted  by  the  City  Treasurer's  office  to  examine  the 
library  account  in  the  books  of  the  city,  and  we  found  that  the  receipts 
of  interest,  taxes,  etc.,  entered  therein  agree  with  the  receipts  in  the 
library  books. 

In  company  with  two  of  the  Directors  and  the  Secretary  we  inspected 
the  securities  representing  the  various  investments,  all  of  which  were 
produced  to  us. 

We  have  also  examined  the  foregoing  statements  and  compared 
them  with  the  books,  vouchers  and  securities  and  we  certify  them  to 
be  correct. 

Yours  faithfully, 

WM.  W.  THOMPSON  &  Co., 
Certified  Public  Accountants. 


Books 


Number  of  books  in  library  June  1,  1914 571,358 

Number  of  books  purchased  the  past  year 69,305 

Number  of  books  donated  the  past  year 3,901 

Number  of  books  received  from  other  sources....  2,631 


Total  number  of  books  added  past  year 75,837 

Number  of  books  worn  out  the  past  year 12,796 

Number  of  books  lost  and  paid  for 1,268 

Number  of  books  delinquent  1913-14 435 

Number  of  books  missing  1913-14 4,664 

Duplicate  volumes   disposed  of  1914-15 618 

Books  found  and  money  refunded 205 


Total  number  of  books  subtracted  the  past  year  19,576 

Total  net  additions  the  past  year 56,261 

Total  number  of  volumes  in  library  June  1,   1915 627,619 

Total  number  of  volumes  unaccounted  for  in  inventory  of  1915...     8,340 
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State  of  Illinois 
County  of 


inois,      \ 
f  Cook.  /ss> 


I,  H.  G.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago 
Public  Library,  do  solemnly  swear  that  the  foregoing  statements  are  true 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

H.  G.  WILSON, 

Secretary. 


Sworn  and   subscribed  before  me  this  thirtieth  day  of  June,   1915. 

JAMES  BUGGIE, 
Notary  Public. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 


I 

At  last! 

For  many  years  the  Library  Board  and  its  executive  officers 
have  been  engaged  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  Library  with 
insufficient  funds.  Repeated  attempts  to  secure  favorable  legis- 
lation proved  futile,  a  gubernatorial  veto  rendering  inoperative 
a  measure  which  passed  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  four 
years  ago. 

.  The  Legislature  of  1915  acted  favorably,  with  executive  ap- 
proval, on  Senate  Bill  114,  known  as  the  Library  Bill,  whereby 
the  tax  rate  for  library  purposes  in  the  city  of  Chicago  was  in- 
creased from  six-tenths  of  a  mill  to  one  mill  on  the  assessed 
valuation. 

While  this  rate  is  subject  to  scaling  under  the  operation  of 
the  so-called  Juul  law,  an  increase  estimated  at  $200,000  annual- 
ly is  assured — a  total  annual  revenue  of  approximately  $600,000. 

Though  the  Senate  passed  the  bill  unanimously,  and  in  the 
House  the  vote  in  its  favor  was  107  to  2,  it  was  not  without  an 
active  and  aggressive  campaign  that  the  long-sought  object  was 
attained.  A  Ways  and  Means  committee,  appointed  by  the 
Board  months  in  advance  of  the  legislative  session,  took  the  pub- 
lic into  its  confidence,  and  in  a  widely-circulated  statement  pre- 
sented in  accurate  and  graphic  form  the  exact  situation  con- 
fronting the  Library.  Splendid  response  came  from  civic  and 
neighborhood  organizations  in  all  sections  of  Chicago,  represent- 
ing all  elements  of  the  population.  The  newspapers,  including 
many  printed  in  foreign  languages,  likewise  rendered  generous 
and  helpful  editorial  advocacy  of  the  proposed  legislation.  Dur- 
ing the  entire  session,  Mr.  Harry  G.  Wilson,  Secretary  of  the 
Board,  represented  the  Library  at  the  state  capitol,  with  an 
array  of  facts  and  figures,  as  well  as  arguments  at  command, 


24  THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 

and  at  the  committee  and  executive  hearings  he  was  re-enforced 
by  the  members  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee,  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Board,  and  other  directors,  together  with  the  Chief 
Librarian,  in  the  presentation  of  reasons  for  the  passage  and 
approval  of  the  proposed  measure.  The  members  of  the  Board 
who  traveled  to  Springfield  on  these  occasions  to  urge  favor- 
able action  comprised  Dr.  Antonio  Lagorio,  President  of  the 
Board;  Dr.  Max  Henius,  Vice-President  of  the  Board  and 
Chairman  of  the  Ways  and  Means  Committee;  and  Directors 
C.  C.  Breyer,  T.  F.  O'Connell  and  Samuel  Despres. 

The  Chicago  press  was  cordial  in  its  espousal  of  the  Li- 
brary's interests.  The  following  were  among  the  editorials 
which  appeared  in  the  daily  press  printed  in  the  English  lan- 
guage : 

GIVE   THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  A   CHANCE 
Examiner,  January  8,  1915 

The  Chicago  Public  Library  is  to  appeal  through  its  directors  to  the 
Legislature  for  enough  money  to  keep  pace  with  the  city's  growth. 

Chicago  is  like  a  boy  just  bursting  into  manhood.  He  outgrows 
everything  at  once — clothes,  shoes,  hat  and  all.  We  are  accustomed  to 
thinking  that  we  amount  to  something  as  a  library  city  and  are  met  with 
the  fact  that  we  allow  for  our  Public  Library  just  about  as  much  as 
Boston  or  Cleveland,  cities  one-fourth  our  size. 

The  second  city  in  population  in  America,  we  are  tenth  in  the  amount 
per  capita  we  allow  for  books.  Among  the  ten  largest  cities  of  the 
United  States,  Philadelphia  alone  is  as  stingy  as  we  are.  Pittsburgh, 
Boston,  Cleveland,  Cincinnati,  New  York,  Buffalo  and  St.  Louis  all 
spend  from  twice  as  much  to  three  and  one-half  times  as  much  to  supply 
each  of  its  citizens  with  public  reading  matter.  Yet  we  say  the  Public 
Library,  next  to  the  public  schools,  is  the  greatest  educational  factor  we 
possess. 

Four  years  ago  we  were  devoting  1.42  per  cent  of  the  taxes  to  library 
purposes;  last  year  we  allowed  only  1.26  per  cent — which  is,  to  borrow 
from  the  sporting  page's  vocabulary,  putting  the  reverse  English  on  intel- 
lectual progress. 

The  Public  Library  should  get  the  additional  income  from  the  Legis- 
lature. 
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THE   PUBLIC  LIBRARY   IN   DISTRESS 
Tribune,  February  n,  1915 

The  Tribune  has  intended  for  some  time  to  direct  attention  to  the 
enforced  economies  in  the  Public  Library  of  the  city  and  to  point  the 
old,  old  lesson  of  the  need  of  revenue  reform  on  the  one  hand  and  of 
more  consolidated  and  efficient  local  government  on  the  other.  It  is  not 
sorry,  however,  that  correspondents  have  forestalled  it  in  this  instance. 

It  is  right  and  significant  that  individual  patrons  and  friends  of  the 
Library  should  cry  out  and  plead  for  it.  The  progress  made  by  our 
Library  under  Mr.  Legler  is  so  remarkable  that  it  is  a  shame  and  a  sin 
to  rob  it  and  compel  it  to  take  several  steps  backward.  It  has  been  given 
little  money  for  the  buying,  binding,  and  circulating  of  new  books.  This 
would  be  bad  enough,  but  a  library  can  manage  to  get  along  for  a  year 
or  two  without  many  "new"  books.  There  are  old  ones  that  the  library's 
patrons  might  read  with  profit  and  interest.  But  when  a  library  is  forced 
to  close  some  of  its  branches,  to  give  up  new  services  of  the  most 
valuable  and  progressive  character,  to  adopt  a  policy  of  stagnation  and 
bewildered  waiting  for  something  to  turn  up,  it  is  idle  to  talk  of  the 
more  intensive  cultivation  of  its  old  assets,  of  the  classics  and  the  good 
books  of  past  years.  To  close  branches  is  to  lose  readers  and  patrons,  to 
discourage  any  kind  of  library  use,  is  to  go  backward.  A  branch  library 
is  more  useful  as  a  center  of  light  and  learning  than  the  main  library. 

Why  should  the  Library  be  forced  to  retrench  and  halt?  The  same 
old  cry  of  the  city's  poverty.  The  city  is  poor  because  it  is  inefficient, 
wasteful,  badly  governed ;  the  city  is  poor  because  we  have  a  wretched 
and  impossible  revenue  system ;  the  city  is  poor  because  we  have  too 
many  taxing  and  spending  bodies  and  no  budget,  no  accounting  system, 
no  control.  And  what  are  we  doing  to  give  ourselves  better  government 
and  a  modern  revenue  system?  Look  at  the  Legislature. 

HELP  THE  PEOPLE'S  UNIVERSITY! 
Herald,  April  10,  1915 

Whatever  is  done  by  the  general  assembly  in  tax  matters  the  pro- 
vision of  adequate  revenues  for  the  Chicago  and  other  public  libraries 
of  Illinois  should  not  be  omitted.  These  institutions  lack  the  means  to 
give  the  service  the  people  are  asking  and  need  from  them. 

The  Chicago  Public  Library,  to  turn  from  the  general  to  the  local 
condition,  cannot  supply  the  books  that  are  needed  bv  teachers  and  wage- 
workers.  Some  special  trust  funds  have  been  used  to  meet  the  ever- 
growing demands  and  are  now  exhausted.  It  must  have  a  larger  income 
from  the  people  or  continue  to  stand  altogether  at  the  bottom  of  the  list. 
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The  Library  Board  asserts  that  twice  as  much  money  is  needed  to 
carry  on  the  important  and  rapidly  increasing  work  of  the  institution 
as  is  now  available.  It  is  unquestionably  true  that  the  Library  is  a  great 
force  for  self-help  in  this  community.  It  ought  to  be  provided  with 
adequate  funds. 


HARD  TIMES  IN  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
Daily  News,  January  27, 


Driven  by  hard  necessity,  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Chicago 
Public  Library  has  cut  down  that  institution's  appropriations  to  $397,000 
for  the  coming  year.  Retrenchment  to  keep  within  these  appropriations 
will  require  the  discharge  of  some  employees,  the  closing  of  some  branch 
libraries  and  the  purchase  of  less  than  one-half  the  number  of  new  books 
that  was  contemplated. 

When  one  considers  that  the  public  library,  next  to  the  schools,  is 
one  of  the  most  important  factors  in  the  education  and  enlightenment  of 
the  people,  the  meagerness  of  the  funds  for  its  support  will  be  better 
understood.  Last  year  there  were  350,000  users  of  books  drawn  from 
the  Library,  although  the  thirty-two  branches  by  no  means  covered  the 
entire  city.  Nine  wards,  with  a  population  of  600,000,  have  no  branches, 
and  the  insufficient  revenue  at  the  Library's  command  this  year  will  force 
the  closing  of  several  of  the  branches  now  in  operation.  Librarian  Legler 
and  his  assistants  estimate  that  they  should  have  1,000,000  volumes  in 
the  Library  to  supply  present  demands.  The  total  number  of  books  is 
400,000. 

In  spite  of  the  handicaps  under  which  it  labors  the  Chicago  Public 
Library  in  recent  years  has  made  a  creditable  showing  in  comparison  with 
public  libraries  in  other  cities  whose  revenues  were  much  greater.  In 
five  years  the  institution's  work  has  increased  96  per  cent,  while  its 
revenues  increased  less  than  15  per  cent.  Its  per  capita  expenditures  are 
only  15  cents.  Eight  of  the  ten  largest  cities  of  the  United  States  surpass 
this  very  moderate  per  capita.  Chicago  and  Philadelphia  serve  the 
people  efficiently. 

A  free  public  library  has  been  well  termed  "the  people's  university." 
While  the  education  obtained  by  use  of  its  stores  is  termed  "informal," 
it  is  also  most  "practical,"  for  thence  each  seeker  of  knowledge  takes 
only  what  he  desires  under  pressure  of  clearly  felt  needs.  Its  service 
is  pre-eminently  helping  those  who  are  trying  to  help  themselves. 

Chicago's  public  library  service  is  distinctly  behind  the  American 
average.  Its  per  capita  cost  is  lowest  among  the  twenty-six  larger  cities 
of  this  country.  As  none  has  accused  its  management  of  extravagance, 
it  follows  that  the  legal  allowances  for  its  support  are  those  of  parsimony. 
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Its  book  collections  are  wholly  insufficient  and  need  both  extension  and 
replenishment.  The  legislators  should  change  this  condition  and  give 
the  people's  university  the  help  it  needs. 

THE  LIBRARY  IN   NEED 

Tribune,  April  15,  1915 

Besides  the  Chicago  schools  another  great  Chicago  educational  agent 
is  asking  at  Springfield  for  financial  relief.  It  is  the  Library. 

The  Tribune  takes  a  special  interest  in  this  appeal  because  it  is  made 
necessary  by  the  policy  of  bringing  the  books  to  the  people,  the  policies 
of  branch  libraries  and  dynamic  service,  which  began  with  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  very  able  librarian,  Mr.  Legler.  To  bring  about  a  change 
to  such  a  policy  from  the  former  one,  which  viewed  a  library  merely  as 
a  static  repository,  the  Tribune  joined  the  public  spirited  women,  members 
of  the  Woman's  Club,  the  Collegiate  Alumnae  and  others  who  initiated 
the  movement.  It  is  to  be  hoped  the  Library's  appeal  will  now  receive 
the  same  support. 

In  a  city  of  nearly  two  and  a  half  millions  and  an  area  of  192  square 
miles,  the  Library  has  tried  to  give  adequate  service  on  an  income  of 
$370,000.  In  the  last  five  years  the  Board  estimates  that  its  work  has 
increased  96  per  cent  and  its  revenues  less  than  15  per  cent.  It  owns  only 
three  branch  library  buildings  and-  only  400,000  books  for  home  circu- 
lation, while  one-third  of  the  population  is  without  branch  library  facil- 
ities. New  York  owns  eighty-four  branch  libraries ;  Philadelphia,  twenty- 
four;  Baltimore,  fifteen,  to  our  three. 

Of  Chicago's  collectible  taxes  the  Library  receives  but  1.26  per  cent. 

Librarian  Legler  estimates  that  to  supply  the  present  demand  the 
Library  should  have  1,000,000  books. 

A  modern  community  can  protect  itself  and  progress  only  through  the 
intelligence  of  its  citizens,  and  that  intelligence  requires  the  resource  of 
books,  books  of  easy  access  and  well  chosen.  There  are  no  charges  of 
extravagance  against  the  Library,  and  its  appeal  for  aid  is  backed  by 
real  desert.  Its  service  is  vitally  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  the  city 
and  should  be  properly  provided  for. 

NEEDS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
Post,  April  18,  1915 

The  needs  of  the  Public  Library  are  the  needs  of  the  people  of 
Chicago.  The  intelligence  and  culture  of  a  community  may  be  measured 
in  large  degree  by  the  support  it  gives  to  its  library.  No  other  educa- 
tional institution  stands  in  such  intimate  relation  to  all  the  people  or 
affords  like  opportunities  for  enlightenment. 
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Bearing  these  considerations  in  mind,  it  is  not  to  our  credit  that  in  the 
matters  of  per  capita  expenditure  for  library  purposes,  books  per  100  of 
population  and  branch  buildings  owned  Chicago  stands  tenth  among  the 
ten  biggest  cities  of  the  country. 

Pittsburgh  expends  53  cents  per  capita  on  library  support  and  counts 
72  books  per  100  inhabitants ;  Chicago  expends  15  cents  per  capita  and 
counts  only  24  books  per  100  inhabitants.  The  Chicago  Public  Library 
owns  three  of  its  32  branches;  New  York  owns  84;  Philadelphia  24; 
Baltimore  15,  and  Boston  12. 

In  1910  the  collectible  taxes  for  the  city  of  Chicago  totaled 
$24,078,060,  of  which  the  Public  Library  got  $342,425,  or  1.42  per  cent; 
in  1914  the  total  of  collectible  taxes  was  $31,122,666,  of  which  the  Public 
Library  received  $392,715,  or  1.26  per  cent.  Thus  it  is  evident  the  funds 
for  library  uses  are  not  keeping  pace  with  the  growth  of  the  city  and 
are  proportionately  smaller  for  the  need  than  they  were  four  years  ago. 
Since  they  have  never  been  adequate,  this  shrinkage  in  ratio  is  serious. 
The  probability  is  that,  although  there  are  nine  wards  with  nearly 
600,000  population  that  lack  library  branches,  further  retrenchment  will 
be  necessary  and  some  of  the  branches  now  in  existence  will  have  to  be 
abandoned. 

Out  of  the  32  branches  now  operated,  eight  are  in  public  parks,  two 
in  institutions  and  only  two  in  public  schools.  Only  10  have  quarters  of 
their  own,  seven  of  which  are  in  rented  buildings. 

The  Library  is  asking  for  a  larger  share  in  the  revenues  of  the  city 
through  a  bill  now  before  the  Legislature.  The  public  schools  are  on  a 
similar  mission  at  Springfield,  and  they  must  not  be  stinted.  Our  mayor- 
elect  is  strongly  impressed  with  the  importance  of  having  more  parks 
and  playgrounds,  and  we  are  in  sympathy  with  him  in  this  purpose.  But 
we  hope  a  way  may  be  found  of  meeting  these  needs,  and  at  the  same 
time  dealing  more  generously  with  the  Library. 


II 

Under  the  operation  of  the  new  library  revenue  law,  the 
Chicago  Public  Library  will  receive  annually  a  sum  estimated 
at  $600,000.  Last  year  the  Library's  net  revenue  from  city  tax- 
ation was  $380,000.  On  a  per  capita  basis,  Chicago  was  near 
the  bottom  of  a  list  of  ten  largest  cities  of  the  United  States, 
and  twenty-sixth  in  a  list  of  the  thirty  largest  cities.  Reckoning 
its  revenues  on  the  same  per  capita  basis  as  the  other  nine  cities 
of  the  ten  largest  municipalities,  the  amounts  it  would  have 
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received  on  the  same  basis  as  each  of  the  others  are  indicated 
in  the  following  table : 

New  York  $  761,250 

Philadelphia   347,965 

St.  Louis 713,070 

Boston   1,176,895 

Cleveland    1,061,514 

Baltimore    357,653 

Pittsburgh    1,223,048 

Detroit  576,909 

Buffalo   738,444 

Average   769,905 

Insufficient  financial  support  for  a  long  term  of  years  com- 
pels first  aid  now,  in  the  established  agencies,  rather  than  imme- 
diate widespread  extension  of  them.  Generous  as  the  Legis- 
lature has  been  in  allowing  increase  of  revenues,  the  major  part 
thereof  will  be  needed  at  first  to  rehabilitate  the  physical  proper- 
ties. While  the  central  library  building  has  been  maintained 
in  fairly  good  condition,  in  other  respects  the  system  has  run 
down  at  the  heel  and  out  at  elbows.  It  is  therefore  essential 
that  the  expenditures  should  be  planned  carefully  covering  a 
series  of  years  to  renew  outworn  machinery  and  to  inaugurate 
a  progressive  policy  of  extension  in  parallel.  Successive  steps 
to  meet  these  needs  may  be  summarized  as  follows: 

Joining  of  Washington  Street  and  Randolph  Street  wings 
on  Garland  Court  to  provide  ample  space  for  open  shelf  col- 
lection and  quarters  for  Stations  Department. 

Minor,  but  important,  internal  changes  in  central  building 
to  adequately  accommodate  books  and  to  provide  more  suitable 
quarters  for  the  following  departments :  Schools,  Deposits, 
Civics,  Order,  Catalog,  Publications,  Arts  and  Crafts  and  Train- 
ing Class. 

Increase  of  properly  equipped  branches  from  thirty-three  to 
approximately  ninety-nine. 

Immediate  increase  of  deposit  stations  from  twenty-two  to 
forty-four,  and  gradual  elimination  of  these  as  it  is  found  pos- 
sible to  displace  them  with  branches. 
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Multiplication  of  deposit  branches  in  commercial  and  indus- 
trial plants  as  demand  and  opportunity  warrant;  there  are  now 
twenty-one. 

Rapid  extension  of  school  deposits,  or  class  room  libraries, 
of  which  there  are  now  730,  until  they  number  at  least  3.000, 
and  possibly  5,000. 

By  co-operation  with  the  Board  of  Education,  installation 
of  branch  libraries  in  each  of  the  twenty-four  high  schools  of 
the  city,  with  specially  qualified  teacher-librarians  in  charge. 

This  involves  a  program  whose  realization  will  require  at 
least  ten  years  of  active  development.  In  order  that  it  may  be 
effectively  carried  out,  it  will  be  necessary: 

1.  To  provide  books  not  now  available — at  least   100,000 
annually. 

2.  To  anticipate  additions  to  the  staff  by  increased  mem- 
bership of  Training  Class,  so  as  to  provide  trained  assistants 
when  needed. 

3.  To  formulate  a  logical  and  balanced  plan  for  locating 
branches. 

In  the  allotment  of  funds  for  the  ensuing  year,  generous 
apportionment  for  books  should  be  made.  How  poorly  equipped 
the  Library  finds  itself  at  this  time  in  proportion  to  needs  may 
be  gathered  from  the  subjoined  table  showing  number  of  books 
per  one  hundred  inhabitants  possessed  by  the  public  library 
systems  of  the  ten  major  cities  of  the  United  States: 

Boston    148 

Cleveland    82 

Pittsburgh   72 

Buffalo  71 

Baltimore    54 

St.  Louis 51 

Detroit  44 

New  York 42 

Philadelphia  28 

Chicago    - 24 


FORTY-THIRD   ANNUAL   REPORT  31 

III 

With  the  additional  funds  derived  through  the  provisions 
of  the  amended  library  act  it  will  be  possible  to  extend  the  serv- 
ice in  many  directions,  to  strengthen  work  begun  and  to  reach 
sections  of  the  city  and  elements  of  the  population  now  unpro- 
vided. The  growth  of  the  branch  system,  while  showing  a  grat- 
ifying gain  in  six  years,*  has  not  developed  on  wholly  logical 
and  consistent  lines.  Many  of  the  branches  were  located  in 
quarters  which  were  obtainable  without  cost  and  which  would 
not  have  been  chosen  primarily  for  reasons  of  locality.  It  will 
now  be  possible,  by  the  adoption  of  a  plan  anticipating  growth 
for  a  series  of  years,  to  develop  consistently  a  system  of 
branches  covering  the  entire  city. 

In  planning  branches  for  the  immediate  future  two  impor- 
tant facts  must  be  borne  in  mind  :** 

1.  Shifting  character  of  population  in  many  sections  of 
the  city. 

2.  Enormous  extent  of  territory  to  be  provided — approx- 
imately 200  square  miles  within  the  corporate  limits. 

It  would  be  manifestly  unwise  to  adopt  a  policy  involving 
the  construction  of  costly  buildings.  These  would  necessarily 
be  few  in  number,  and  many  sections  of  large  population  and 
great  extent  would  remain  unprovided.  It  would  be  an  unwise 
expenditure  to  erect  expensive  buildings  in  localities  whose 
character  is  likely  to  change  so  radically  that  the  locations  would 
soon  prove  unsuitable  for  branch  libraries.  In  most  cities  of 
the  United  States,  branch  buildings  have  become  standardized, 
not  only  as  to  architecture  and  equipment,  but  to  a  great  extent 
as  to  location  in  tributary  territory.  Usually  they  are  situated 
on  residential  streets  where  the  setting  may  be  made  attractive 
through  ample  grounds  of  lawn  and  shrubbery.  At  this  time 
of  transition  in  the  character  of  residence  neighborhoods,  this 


*One  branch  in  1909;  thirty-two  in  1915.  Branch  circulation  in  1909, 
76,182;  circulation  in  1915,  2,310,701. 

**This  summary  of  conditions  and  suggestions  follows  a  plan  out- 
lined by  the  Committee  on  Plans  and  Policies,  1915. 
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is  not  the  type  of  branch  library  building  most  practical  for 
Chicago.  Instead  of  placing  branch  buildings  on  residence 
streets,  it  would  seem  advisable  to  consider  accessibility,  and 
instead  of  architectural  grandeur,  utility  and  productive  results 
should  govern.  It  is  hereby  recommended : 

That  the  busiest  corners  of  the  busiest  business  thorough- 
fares be  sought  for  sites. 

That  instead  of  adopting  designs  of  the  classic  Greek,  or 
other  monumental  type  of  building,  the  plans  contemplate  a 
business  front  conforming  in  character  to  its  neighbors — except 
as  to  commonplace  ugliness. 

That  the  store  front,  made  ornate  and  attractive,  and  giving 
suitable  window  space  for  attractive  displays  of  books,  bulletins 
and  other  poster  announcements,  be  placed  flush  with  other 
business  entrances  adjacent  and  without  intervening  space  for 
grass  or  flowers. 

That  the  building  comprise  but  one  story  (and  a  basement 
for  heating  plant  and  storage),  the  interior  being  reached  from 
the  street  direct,  without  steps,  and  so  planned  as  to  accommo- 
date by  means  of  low  book-shelf  partitions  all  the  usual  depart- 
ments of  branch  activities — reading  room,  children's  room, 
ample  reference  alcove,  and  administration  quarters,  with  a 
comfortably  equipped  rest  room  for  the  staff. 

That  for  this  type  of  branch  a  lot  approximating  a  frontage 
of  40  feet  should  be  the  minimum  requirement,  and  that  a  front- 
age of  60  feet  should  be  obtained  if  possible. 

Such  a  branch  could  be  constructed  at  comparatively  slight 
cost,  and  the  interior  could  be  designed  to  give  harmonious 
atmosphere  indicative  of  its  purpose  without  adding  materially 
to  the  expense.  The  major  expense  involved  would  be  for 
sites.  A  partition  of  cost  for  site  and  building  on  this  basis 
would  enable  the  discontinuance  of  the  branch,  without  appre- 
ciable loss,  if  after  a  period  of  years  there  should  prove  to  be 
so  marked  a  change  in  the  character  of  the  neighborhood  as  to 
justify  removal.  The  appreciation  of  the  real  estate  would  in 
some  measure  balance  loss  of  building.  If  not,  the  loss  would 
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prove  inconsiderable,  taking  into  account  the  modest  original 
investment  and  the  use  of  the  building  for  a  considerable  period. 
Business  men,  nowadays,  do  not  hesitate  to  scrap  expensive 
machinery  when  it  is  out  of  date,  and  their  larger  and  better 
output  amply  warrants  the  replacements.  Empty  school  houses 
in  many  sections  of  Chicago  stand  as  lonely  survivals  of  neigh- 
borhoods that  once  were  residential  and  are  now  industrial. 
Similarly,  the  Library,  were  it  to  erect  a  number  of  costly  branch 
buildings  in  neighborhoods  now  wholly  residential  would  find 
itself  possessed  in  the  course  of  years  of  many  handsome  build- 
ings stranded  and  unused  because  of  receding  tides  of  popula- 
tion. 

These  conclusions  are  forcibly  borne  out  by  the  figures  of 
use  in  the  thirty-two  branches  now  maintained  by  the  Library. 
Of  these  eighteen  are  in  strictly  residence  districts,  and  they 
show  an  average  annual  circulation  of  53,342  each.  Of  the 
others,  three  are  in  buildings  owned  by  the  Library,*  and  they 
have  an  average  annual  circulation  of  88,942  each,  while  seven 
branches  in  rented  quarters  on  business  streets  show  an  average 
annual  circulation  of  115,270  each. 

Having  in  view  service  to  the  largest  number  of  persons, 
the  following  approximate  locations  are  suggested  as  advan- 
tageous branch  locations: 

Milwaukee  Avenue,  North  Avenue,  and  Robey  Street. 

Madison  Street  and  Fortieth  Avenue. 

State  and  Thirty-fifth  Streets. 

Halsted  Street  and  Webster  Avenue. 

Robey  and  Twelfth  Streets. 

Woodlawn,  near  Kimbark  Avenue  and  Sixty-third  Street. 

South  Chicago,  near  Commercial  and  Ninety-first  Streets. 

Rogers  Park,  near  Hayes  Avenue. 

Ravenswood,  near  C.  and  N.  W.  station. 

From  an  admirable  and  comprehensive  survey  of  the  branch 
library  situation  made  by  Mr.  John  F.  Phelan,  Chief  of  the 


•For  two  of  these  the  average  circulation  is  126,147   each. 
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Branches  Division,  the  following  pertinent  facts  are  extracted 
concerning  the  locations  of  additional  centers,  bringing  the  total 
number  up  to  62: 

"By  the  addition  of  the  nine  new  locations  selected  by  you,  and 
twenty  other  locations  which  might  be  considered  in  the  future,  the 
total  number  reaches  sixty-two,  including  Pulaski  Park.  Every  ward 
is  represented  except  the  Twenty-first  on  the  north  side  across  the  river. 
A  few  wards  will  have  by  this  arrangement  three  and  some  four 
branches,  namely,  the  Second,  Eighth,  Twenty-third,  Twenty-fifth, 
Twenty-sixth  and  Thirteenth.  Some  locations  are  on  the  boundary  lines 
of  one  or  more  wards.  While  it  was  not  the  intention  to  select  the 
locations  by  wards,  it  just  happened  that  way,  as  an  analysis  revealed. 
The  Twenty-first  ward  has  within  its  lines  Lincoln  Park,  and  to  the 
south,  east  of  State,  is  largely  taken  up  by  wholesale  business  concerns, 
and  on  the  north  and  east  of  State  is  a  wealthy  residential  district.  The 
best  location  for  a  branch  in  this  ward,  for  the  future,  would  be  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Sedgwick  and  North  avenue.  At  present  Seward  Park 
is  only  a  few  blocks  to  the  south,  and  this  branch  is  located  on  the 
western  boundary  line  of  the  Twenty-first,  almost  in  the  center.  Three 
schools,  Forrestville,  Scanlon  and  Morse,  are  included  in  the  number. 

"Personal  knowledge  of  many  of  the  districts,  the  larger  delivery 
stations  and  traveling  libraries  have  assisted  me  in  suggesting  most  of 
these  places,  and  without  doubt  they-  will  cover  nearly  all  the  present 
congested  districts  and  neighborhoods  where  the  library  is  sorely  needed 
and  will  reach  the  various  foreign  people  scattered  over  the  city.  In 
some  localities  the  population  will  shift,  necessitating  a  change  in  position, 
but  this  will  work  itself  out  and  the  whole  scheme  serves  to  give  an 
idea  where  to  begin.  Your  idea  of  temporary  establishment  in  the  first 
choice  of  nine  locations  is  to  my  mind  a  splendid  one,  until  conditions 
are  fixed  in  these  neighborhoods  before  a  permanent  place  is  decided 
upon. 

"At  this  time  there  are  fourteen  branches  on  the  South  Side,  fifteen 
on  the  West  Side,  and  four  on  the  North  Side.  Four  of  the  West  Side 
(Northwest  Side)  might  be  charged  to  the  North  Side,  Independence, 
Holstein,  Humboldt  and  Logan,  if  you  care  to  disregard  the  natural 
geographical  division.  Nine  locations  suggested  by  you  and  the  twenty 
others  will  make  a  total  of  sixty-two  branches. 

"The  following  arrangement  will  show  the  proposed  and  suggested 
branches  and  wards  in  which  located : 
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Branch  Libraries 

In  Operation      Proposed  Suggested  Total 

West  Side 15  3  6  24 

South  Side 14  3  7  24 

North  Side 43  14 

33  9  20  62 

Proposed  Branches. 

Location  Ward 

Robey,  Noble  and  Milwaukee  Ave..28th-15th-16th 

Proposed  Branches,   West  Side 

Location  Ward 

40th  and  Madison  St 35th 

Robey  and  12th  Sts llth 

40th  Ave.,  Ogden  and  22d  St 34th 

Kedzie  and  Madison  or  Adams  (Marshall 

High)  13th 

Sawyer  Ave.  and  W.  Ohio  St.  (Morse 

School)  14th 

Chicago  Ave.  and  Western  Ave 14th  and  15th 

40th  Ave.  and  North  Ave 35th 

Milwaukee,  Belmont  and  40th 27th 


Proposed  Branches,  South  Side 

Location  Ward 

63d  St.  and  Kimbark  Ave 7th 

92d  St.  and  Commercial 8th 

35th,  38th  and  State 2d 

31st  and  Indiana. 2d 

45th  and  Forrestville  (School) 3d 

51st  and  Indiana  Ave 6th 

55th  and  Halsted  St 30th-31st 

75th  and  Stony  Island  Ave 7th.-8th.-9th 

83d  and  Bond  Ave.  (Russell  Sq.) 8th 

117th  and  Perry  Ave.  (Scanlon  School) 9th 
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Proposed  Branches,  North  Side 
Location  Ward 

Halsted  and  Webster 23d 

Montrose  and  Hermitage 26th 

Morse  and  Clark 25th 

Diversey  and  Racine 23d  or  24th 

Addison,  Lincoln  and  Ravens  wood 26th 

Clark  and  Addison 25th  and  26th 

Bryn  Mawr  and  Broadway 25th 

Lawrence  and  Western .26th  and  27th 

Clybourn  and  Fullerton 24th 

Sheffield  and  Belmont..  ..23d" 


V 

In  November  a  Music  Room  was  opened  with  a  circulating 
collection  of  opera  scores,  chamber  music,  song  collections  and 
sheet  music,  both  instrumental  and  vocal.  In  the  seven  months 
that  this  basic  collection  has  been  available  to  the  public,  15,650 
pieces  have  been  taken  out  on  cards  for  home  use. 


During  the  same  month  a  Foreign  Book  Room  was  opened 
as  an  addition  to  the  open  shelf  section  of  the  Central  Library. 
As  a  result  the  circulation  of  books  in  foreign  languages  has 
nearly  doubled.  The  following  languages  are  represented: 
German,  French,  Dutch,  Swedish,  Dano-Norwegian,  Polish,  Bo- 
hemian, Russian,  Yiddish,  Lettish,  Italian,  Spanish. 


With  a  loan  fund  of  $1,000,  small  rental  collections  of  cur- 
rent books,  both  fiction  and  non-fiction,  were  installed  in  the 
Central  Library  and  in  seven  branches.  The  total  outlay  was 
met  within  four  months.  The  reasons  for  installation  and  con- 
ditions of  use  were  enumerated  as  follows: 

Owing  to  a  decrease  in  revenue,  the  Public  Library  is  not  able  this 
year  to  purchase  books  in  the  usual  quantities. 
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A  rental  collection  has  therefore  been  inaugurated  which  will  serve 
the  double  purpose  of  taking  some  of  the  burden  from  the  depleted 
book  fund  and  of  making  it  possible  to  come  somewhat  nearer  to  sup- 
plying the  heavy  demand  for  the  new  books,  especially  new  fiction. 

This  rental  collection  will  comprise  quantities  of  copies  of  desirable 
new  books,  which  will  be  loaned,  or  rented,  at  a  fee  of  five  cents  for  the 
first  three  days  or  any  shorter  period,  and  two  cents  per  day  thereafter, 
for  each  volume  loaned. 

Books  from  this  collection  may  be  retained  for  two  weeks,  and  must 
be  renewed,  like  other  library  books,  if  desired  for  a  longer  period. 

The  rental  collection  books  are  purchased  from  a  loan  fund,  and 
as  soon  as  the  cost  of  any  such  book  is  defrayed  from  its  rental  fees, 
that  book  is  transferred  to  the  free  shelves  for  general  circulation. 

The  rental  collection  is,  therefore,  not  a  profit-making  enterprise, 
but  designed  solely  as  a  convenience  and  a  benefit  for  such  patrons  as 
choose  to  avail  themselves  of  it,  without  in  any  way  curtailing  the 
privileges  or  rights  of  other  patrons  of  the  Library. 

Every  book  in  the  rental  collection  is  duplicated  in  the  free  col- 
lection. 

On  the  other  hand,  books  in  the  rental  collection  will  relieve  the 
pressure  on  the  free  copies  of  which  they  are  duplicates,  and  copies  added 
to  the  free  collection  by  transfer  from  the  rental  collection,  after  having 
paid  for  themselves,  will  help  materially  to  meet  the  demand  for  popular 
books  at  the  time  when  that  demand  is  heaviest. 

Purchase  of  the  books  from  a  loan  fund,  moreover,  will  relieve 
pressure  on  the  scanty  general  book  fund,  making  possible  the  purchase 
of  books  for  which  otherwise  no  funds  would  be  available,  or  of  more 
copies  of  books  of  permanent  value  which  have  proven  their  usefulness 
through  constant  and  increasing  demand. 


A  parcel  post  delivery  service  was  inaugurated  early  in  the 
last  year.  Some  of  the  outlying  deposit  stations  are  also  served 
daily  through  this  medium.  The  following  circular  was  issued 
at  the  time  the  new  service  was  put  into  effect: 

BOOK   DELIVERY   BY   PARCEL   POST 

Any  registered  borrower,  upon  depositing  one  dollar  to  cover  the  cost 
of  mailing  books,  may  participate  in  this  service,  subject  to  the  general 
rules  of  the  Library  governing  book  loans.  A  receipt  card  will  be 
furnished,  and  the  various  charges  for  postage  will  be  punched  on  this 
card  so  that  it  will  at  all  times  show  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the 
borrower. 
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Loan  period  (two  weeks)  begins  on  date  of  mailing,  not  date  of 
arrival  at  destination.  In  like  manner  loan  period  ends  on  date  of  return 
mailing,  said  date  in  case  of  doubt  to  be  determined  by  the  postmark. 
Fines  for  over-due  books  will  be  assessed  in  accordance  'with  this  rule. 

In  all  cases  of  doubt  or  dispute  the  Library  records  must  be  accepted 
as  accurate  and  conclusive  evidence. 

Responsibility  for  losses  or  damages  incidental  to  transportation  must 
be  borne  by  the  borrower. 

Shipment  of  books  made  only  when  the  card  accompanies  the  order. 
One  renewal  for  additional  two  weeks  is  permitted.  When  renewal  is 
desired,  books  need  not  be  sent  in,  but  borrower's  card  must  be  mailed 
for  restamping. 

Books  to  be  returned  by  parcel  post  must  be  securely  wrapped  and 
tied,  but  not  sealed.  Damaged  or  excess  postage  charges  caused  by 
careless  wrapping  will  be  assessed  against  the  sender.  Sender's  name 
and  address  preceded  by  the  word  "From"  must  appear  on  the  wrapper. 

No  book  will  be  mailed  from  the  Library  unless  balance  remaining 
on  deposit  is  sufficient  to  cover  all  charges.  When  credit  balance  falls 
below  ten  cents,  borrower  will  be  notified  to  remit  prompt  remittance 
for  renewal  of  deposit.  Postage  for  correspondence  relating  to  parcel 
post  shipments  will  be  charged  against  deposit. 

Any  unexpended  balance  remaining  on  deposit  will  be  refunded  to 
the  depositor  on  application. 

The  borrowers  are  requested  to  state  on  their  orders  the  limit  of 
time  in  which  books  will  be  of  use,  if  it  is  not  possible  to  send  them 
promptly  because  in  circulation  at  the  time  of  request. 

Books  may  be  sent  from  or  to  Library  by  parcel  post  at  the  following 
rates : 

Weight  Local  Rate  Zone  Rate 

1  Ib.  $0.05  $0.05 

2  Ibs.  .06  .06 

3  Ibs.  .06  .07 

4  Ibs.  .07  .08 

5  Ibs.  .07  .09 


Notable  gains  in  home  circulation,  school  circulation,  Refer- 
ence Department  service,  and  other  activities  of  the  Library 
were  recorded.  Among  the  gains  gathered  from  the  year's  sta- 
tistics are  the  following: 
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Home  circulation 897,419 

School  circulation • 46,598 

Branches    2 

Deposit  stations 5 

Business  house  branches 2 

School  deposits 171 

Reference  books  issued 53,075 

Arts  and  Crafts  Room  issues. 2,462 

Civics  Room  issues 34,431 

Deposits,  issues 106,711 


The  circulation  of  books  through  deposit  stations  and 
traveling  libraries  increased  106,711.  The  establishing  of  de- 
posit stations  in  suburban  sections,  and  of  balanced  collections 
in  commercial  and  industrial  plants  has  been  attended  with  grat- 
ifying success.  A  typical  report  of  one  of  the  latter  will  serve 
to  illustrate:  Total  circulation  in  1913,  44,371 ;  in  1914,  57,184; 
gain  for  the  year,  12,813. 


Of  thirty-eight  candidates  who  took  the  examination  for 
entrance  to  the  Training  Class  in  September,  eighteen  were 
accepted.  One  hundred  and  twenty-six  lectures  were  given,  and 
twelve  lectures  on  reference  work  were  given  to  members  of 
the  staff  who  had  belonged  to  the  last  two  training  classes.  From 
September  through  December  lectures  were  given  six  days  each 
week;  from  January  to  May,  lectures  were  given  twice  a  week, 
members  of  the  class  working  on  staff  time  thirty-nine  hours 
a  week,  and  receiving  half  pay. 


Girls'  reading  clubs  were  conducted  at  Blackstone  branch 
by  Miss  Mary  A.  Wilson,  and  at  Mark  White  Square  by  Miss 
Anna  Kelly. 
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Story  hours  were  conducted  at  the  following  branches,  with 
a  total  attendance  of   18,296:  • 

Armour   Square,  by  Miss   Barlow,  22  weeks;   attendance,   1,184. 

Austin,  by  Misses  Baker,  Babcock,  Foster  and  Hartman,  18  weeks; 
attendance,  946. 

Bessemer  Park,  by  Miss  Feddersen,   18  weeks ;  attendance,  576. 

Blackstone,  by  Miss  Wilson,  41  weeks ;  attendance,  1,948. 

Davis  Square,  by  Miss  Fox,  4  weeks;  attendance,  236. 

Hamilton  Park,  by  Misses  Long  and  Johnson,  20  weeks ;  attendance, 
2,035. 

Hiram  Kelly,  by  Miss  Pendry,  22  weeks ;  attendance,  4,274. 

Holstein  Park,  by  Miss  Barnes,  5  weeks ;  attendance,  129. 

Eckhardt  Park,  by  Miss  Gerloff,  9  weeks;  attendance,  2,555. 

Lincoln   Centre,  by  Miss   Hannagan,    10  weeks ;   attendance,   147. 

Mark  White  Square,  by  Miss  Kelly,   17  weeks;  attendance,  491. 

Ogden  Park,  by  Miss  Brennan,  27  weeks;  attendance,  791. 

Sherman  Park,  by  Miss  Beck,  25  weeks;  attendance,   1,174. 

Smyth    School,   by   Miss    Sweeney,    12   weeks ;    attendance,    1,589. 

Stanford  Park,  by  Miss  Baer,   15  weeks;  attendance,  421. 


In  December,  package  libraries  were  provided  in  co- 
operation with  a  movement  fostered  by  the  Association  of  Com- 
merce for  the  study  of  civics  in  the  high  schools,  and  similarly 
furthered  by  the  Civics  Extension  Committee  in  the  upper 
grades  of  the  elementary  schools.  Package  libraries  consist 
principally  of  pamphlet  material,  magazine  separates,  brochures 
issued  by  clubs  and  other  organizations,  documentary  publica- 
tions issued  by  the  federal,  state  and  municipal  governments, 
and  other  related  material  in  printed  and  typewritten  form,  each 
package  library  dealing  with  one  subject  or  main  subdivision  of 
a  subject,  selected  or  passed  upon  by  a  recognized  authority. 
Large  envelopes,  expansive  in  design  to  accommodate  a  consid- 
erable collection  of  pamphlets  of  ordinary  size,  are  used  to  con- 
tain groups  of  related  material,  and  the  package  libraries  are 
subject  to  call  from  school  principals  and  social  students  and 
workers  for  periods  varying  according  to  need.  Those  sent  to 
schools  are  retained  there  for  reference  by  the  pupils  during 
the  term  when  civics  is  being  taught. 
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Some  of  the  topics  on  which  material  has  been  gathered 
and  grouped  include  the  following : 

Public  recreation   (playgrounds,  bathing  beaches,  dance  halls). 

Chicago  beautiful  plans. 

Housing  conditions  in  Chicago. 

Woman  suffrage. 

Commission  form  of  government  and  city  manager  plan. 

Initiative  and  referendum. 

Child  welfare. 

Each  package  library  is  provided  with  a  select  bibliography 
of  book  material  on  the  subject  to  be  found  in  the  Library,  call 
numbers  of  the  books  being  noted  for  each  title  as  a  matter  of 
convenience. 

The  success  of  the  initial  libraries  of  this  character  war- 
rants extension  of  the  service. 


Detailed  statistics  follow. 


HENRY  E.  LEGLER, 

Librarian. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


Home  circulation,  including  schools,  4,326,057;  a  gain  of  897,419  over 
previous  year. 

Daily  average  circulation,  14,184. 

School  circulation,  227,057. 

Number  of  branches,  32;  delivery  stations,  76;  deposit  stations,  22; 
business  house  deposits,  21;  special  deposits,  17;  school  deposits,  730. 
Total  number  of  agencies,  898. 

Books  issued  in  Reference  Room,  exclusive  of  open  shelf  volumes, 
448,535. 

Books  issued  in  Art  Room,  46,641. 

Volumes  consulted  in  Civics  and  Patents  Rooms :  Documents,  22,575 ; 
magazines,  22,582 ;  bound  newspapers,  7,681 ;  books  for  blind,  277 ;  direc- 
tories, 27,243;  pamphlets,  160,610;  books,  14,617;  patents,  77,305. 

Number  of  employes  in  all  departments  May  31,  1915,  350;  total  pay- 
roll, $264,766.51. 

Number  of  registered  card  holders,  178,955 ;  locally  registered  in 
deposit  stations,  27,000;  industrial  branches,  22,000;  schools,  33,000;  total 
number  of  users,  260,955. 


GROWTH  OF  THE  LIBRARY 

The  number  of  volumes  in  the  Library  on  May  31,  1915, 
was  627,619,  a  net  increase  of  56,261  over  the  number  reported 
at  the  close  of  last  year.  The  gross  accessions  of  the  year  num- 
bered 75,837  volumes.  Of  these  69,305  were  purchased,  3,901 
were  donated,  935  were  acquired  by  binding  periodicals,  911 
by  binding  reports  and  pamphlets,  88  were  taken  from  the  dupli- 
cate room,  43  were  received  in  exchange  and  555  were  books 
which  had  been  lost  and  recovered,  or  missing  in  previous  years 
and  now  recovered  and  re-accessioned ;  93  were  replaced  by  bor- 
rowers or  guarantors. 

There  were  deducted  from  the  total  number  of  volumes 
in  the  Library  during  the  past  year  the  following  items :  Books 
worn  out  and  withdrawn  from  circulation,  12,796;  books  lost 
and  paid  for,  1,268;  books  unaccounted  for  in  the  annual  inven- 
tory of  1913-14,  4,664;  books  not  recovered  from  delinquent 
borrowers  in  1913-14,  435;  618  duplicate  volumes  disposed  of  in 
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1914-15.  Of  the  books  worn  out  and  withdrawn  from  circu- 
lation, 2,970  were  English  prose  fiction,  8,415  were  juvenile 
books,  659  were  books  in  foreign  languages,  and  752  in  all  other 
classes. 

The  entire  amount  expended  for  books  from  all  funds,  was 
$61,661.31,  which  includes  purchases  for  branch  libraries  and 
reading  rooms. 

Cost  of  books $61,661.31 

Cost  of  periodicals 7,543.91 

Cost  of  binding 27,591.67 

Number  books  accessioned 75,837 

Number  pamphlets  accessioned   10,251 


The  Circulation  Department  of  the  main  library  was  open 
on  305  days  during  the  year.  The  department  was  closed  on 
Sundays  and  holidays,  but  was  open  on  week  days  from  9  a.  m. 
to  8 :30  p.  m.  Exclusive  of  school  circulation,  the  total  number 
of  books  issued  for  home  use  was  4,098,998,  an  increase  of 
850,819  volumes,  or  26  per  cent  over  the  previous  year.  The 
total  daily  average  home  circulation  was  14,184,  as  compared 
with  a  total  daily  average  of  11,261  of  the  previous  year.  The 
school  circulation  was  227,059,  making  a  total  home  use  of 
4,326,057.  The  largest  number  of  books  issued  for  home  cir- 
culation in  any  one  day  at  the  main  library  was  4,846,  on  Febru- 
ary 13,  1915;  the  least  number,  1,309,  on  June  9,  1914.  The 
fines  received  from  delinquent  book  borrowers  amounted  to 
$18,636.64.  The  number  of  notices  sent  to  borrowers  and  guar- 
antors was  37,368.  The  total  home  circulation,  exclusive  of 
school  circulation,  but  including  the  branches  and  deposit  col- 
lections, is  shown  in  the  following  table,  month  by  month,  giving 
the  monthly  average  home  circulation  for  the  past  two  years. 
The  branches  were  open  for  circulation  on  every  day  of  the 
year  except  Christmas,  Fourth  of  July  and  Sundays,  from  June 
15  to  September  15. 


44 


THE  CHICAGO  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
RECORDED  ISSUES 

Home  circulation 4,098,998 

Reference  Room 448,535 

Art   Room 46,641 

Schools    227,059 

Civics  Room 247,627 

Patents  Room 77,582 

Bound   newspapers 7,681 

Reading  Room 148,788 


5,302,911 

No  count  was  kept  at  the  Central  Library,  nor  at  any  of 
the  branches,  of  open  shelf  books  used  on  the  premises. 

1914-1915 


Month 

Days 

Circu- 
lation 

Week 
Day 
Av'ge 

Month 

Days 

Circu- 
lation 

Weel 
Day 
Av'ge 

June  

26 

276,180 

10,622 

June  

25 

213,895 

8,548 

July.  .  . 

26 

278  470 

10710 

July. 

25 

209,718 

8,389 

August  
September.  . 
October  .... 
November.  . 
December.  . 
January  
February.  .  . 
March  

26 
25 
27 
24 
26 
25 
22 
27 

281,505 
270,377 
335,476 
374,255 
375,674 
402,333 
379,726 
422,921 

10,827 
10,815 
12,425 
15,594 
14,449 
16,093 
17,260 
15,664 

August  
September.  . 
October  .... 
November.  . 
December.  . 
January.  .  .  . 
February.  .  . 
March  

26 
25 
27 
24 
26 
26 
24 
26 

207,234 
204,648 
255,172 
281,216 
305,178 
332,166 
312,158 
346,004 

7,971 
8,186 
9,451 
11,717 
11,738 
12,776 
13,007 
13,308 

April.  .  . 

26 

354,840 

13,648 

April  

26 

304,441 

11,709 

May. 

25 

347,241 

13,890 

May  

25 

276,349 

11,054 

Total  

305 

4,098,998 

13,499 

Total  

305 

3,248,179 

10,692 

The  number  of  books  loaned  on  requisitions  received  from 
libraries  outside  of  the  city,  asking  for  the  loan  of  books 
under  the  inter-library  loan  plan  was  62. 

The  recorded  circulation  of  books  deposited  in  public 
schools  increased  from  180,459  the  previous  year  to  227.059. 
The  deposit  stations  at  the  close  of  the  year,  exclusive  of  schools, 
730  of  which  were  reached,  numbered  21 ;  traveling  libraries, 
22;  settlements  and  clubs,  17.  The  number  of  books  on  deposit 


FORTY-THIRD   ANNUAL  REPORT 


45 


May  31  was  34,446,  and  the  circulation  during  the  year  was  as 
follows : 

Deposit   stations    183,179 

Traveling  libraries 227,442 

Schools  227,059 


Total   637,680 


The  school  circulation  is  given  in  the  following  table,  showing  the 
number  of  class  rooms  supplied  in  the  different  schools  and  also  the 
average  number  of  weeks  the  volumes  were  in  use : 


Schools 
Adams 
Agassiz 

Altgeld  100 

Arnold    202 

Auburn  Park 
Audubon 

Barnard  

Beaubien  Br.  No.  1 
Bismarck 
Brainard 
Brentano 

Bryant    270 

Budlong 
Burns 

Burnside ISO 

Chase 

Chicago  Lawn 
Clay 

Cleveland 449 

Coleman 

Columbus    549 

Coonley 

Corkery   535 

Cornell    150 

Curtis 

Davis    400 

Dewey    150 

Drake 

Drummond   150 


No.  of  class 

No.  weeks 

imes 

rooms 

used 

200 

4 

37 

400 

8 

15 

100 

2 

34 

202 

4 

13 

150 

3 

23 

50 

1 

15 

50 

1 

33 

50 

1 

15 

100 

2 

15 

50 

1 

33 

50 

1 

16 

270 

6 

25 

50 

1 

11 

100 

2 

25 

150 

3 

33 

150 

3 

34 

100 

2 

21 

200 

4 

33 

449 

9 

21 

50 

1 

31 

549 

11 

26 

50 

1 

17 

535 

11 

22 

150 

3 

23 

50 

1 

30 

400 

8 

15 

150 

3 

12 

100 

2 

32 

150 

3 

33 

Total 
use 

1,479 

1,361 

704 

855 

589 

137 

419 

322 

799 

475 

261 

2,444 

83 

1,023 

1,157 

1,580 

504 

2,654 

3,590 

786 

4,784 

174 

4,740 

631 

203 

1,878 

875 

379 

1,671 
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No.  of  class    No.  weeks        Total 

Schools                                    Volumes         rooms           used  use 

Dunning  Br.  No.  1   100  2  20  520 

Ericsson    100  2  35  1,328 

Farragut    600  12  25  6,627 

Farren    45  1  36  401 

Field  50  1  36  470 

Fiske    150  3  23  1,947 

Foster    225  5  21  676 

Froebel 50  1  7  170 

Gage  Park   50  1  6  84 

Gary   500  10  18  2,761 

Gladstone    90  2  12  529 

Goodrich   250  5  23  2,151 

Graham    100  2  33  429 

Grant    100  2  11  540 

Gray   600  12  7  1,102 

Greene   50  1  34  160 

Gresham    150  3  19  1,036 

Haines  Practice 50  1  35  800 

Hamilton  50  1  20  486 

Hamline 50  1  23  366 

Hammond    400  8  19  1,499 

Harper    650  14  27  3,946 

Haugan    300  6  30  2,272 

Hawthorne    175  4  13  1,063 

Henry 300  6  23  1,874 

Herzl  205  4  13  1,039 

Holmes   934  19  13  6,831 

Howland   1,500  30  23  7,663 

Illinois  Technical    100  4  30  161 

Immaculate   Conception    400  9  24  2,208 

Keeler  Avenue  100  2  14  423 

Kinzie   50  1  10  97 

Kohn  252  5  36  1,759 

Kosciuszko    50  1  34  668 

Langland    550  11  16  3,550 

Lawson    350  7  25  3.286 

Linne    100  2  32  1,259 

Longfellow 250  5  30  3.607 

Lowell     400  9  20  3,897 

McCosh    290  6  15  2,119 

McPherson    355  8  24  3,568 
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No.  of  class    No.  weeks        Total 

Schools                                   Volumes         rooms           used  use 

Madison   50                 1  34  371 

Mann    50                 1  33  749 

Marsh   51                 1  33  700 

Morgan  Park  150  3  27  399 

Morris    100  2  36  507 

Mulligan  45  2  24  323 

Newberry  250                 5  20  2,755 

Nobel 300                6  21  1,585 

Oglesby 150                3  13  1,824 

Otis  100                 2  22  1,069 

Parental    240                 6  33  2,991 

Parkman    600  12  13  4,182 

Park  Manor 50                 1  35  423 

Parkside  200                 4  35  2,280 

Penn  50                1  3  103 

Plamondon   250                 5  32  2,122 

Poe  100                2  15  377 

Prescott    50                 1  37  600 

Pulaski    200                 4  14  658 

Raster   150                 3  27  1,125 

Ray    45                 1  31  110 

Revere  100       2  13  596 

Ryder  50       1  20  316 

Ryerson  135  3  24  1,132 

Sabin  50                 1  10  163 

St.  Jarlath   100                 2  35  845 

St.  Jerome 50                 1  29  844 

St.  Sebastian  229                 6  20  1,744 

Sawyer  Avenue  100                 2  14  1,087 

Scanlan     958  20  21  8,447 

Schley   37                 1  3  233 

Schneider  250                 5  18  2,340 

Sexton 276                 6  20  2,610 

Shields    800  19  25  4,453 

Skinner    200                  4  23  1,694 

Smyth    300                 6  26  1,968 

South  Deering  400                 8  37  2,388 

Spalding  258                 7  13  709 

Spencer    50                 1  33  270 

Spry 150                 3  19  1,662 

Sullivan    965  21  26  5,571 
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No.  of  class 
Schools  Volumes         rooms 

Swift  100  2 

Thorp,  J.  N 150  3 

Thorp,  O.  A 100  2 

Throop   250  5 

Trumbull  600  12 

University  Avenue   670  15 

Visitation  875  19 

Wadsworth     650  13 

Waters    200  4 

Webster    30  1 

Wells  229  5 

Wentworth    300  6 

West  Pullman 946  19 

Yates  100  2 

Total 29,965  622 

Special  Deposits — 
Grammar  Schools 

Bryant    15 

Budlong    5 

Crerar   1 

Gary    9 

Hamline    11 

Harper  2 

Keeler  Avenue  9 

Kosciuszko   11 

McPherson    17 

Morris  5 

Smyth    7 

Thorp    1 

Total   .  93 


No.  weeks 
used 

34 
21 
28 
16 
26 
37 
32 
28 
24 
11 
35 
21 
19 
16 


24 


Total 
use 

1,123 

721 

1,026 

1,948 

3,325 

4,784 

8,239 

3,607 

1,134 

483 

1,425 

1,403 

7,351 

982 


213,823 


30 
10 

2 
18 
22 

4 
40 
22 
34 
10 
14 

2 
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High    Schools 

Volumes 

Harrison  Technical 50 

Lake  High  100 

Lake  View  High 176 

Lane  Technical    300 

Marshall  High  75 

Morgan  Park  High 66 

Phillips  High   70 

St.  Patrick  High 100 

St.  Sebastian  High 27 

Schurz  High : 50 

Senn  High  335 

Waller  High 52 


No.  of  class    No.  weeks 
rooms 


Total  1,401 


31 


used 
11 
17 
19 
31 
9 
6 
6 
21 
10 
29 
17 
31 

18 


Total 
use 

'/3S 
278 
971 

2,050 
130 
132 
140 
452 
108 
375 

6,138 
137 


11,646 


Special  Deposits 
High  Schools 

Chicago   Latin    3 

Chicago  Normal    150 

Englewood 9 

Fenger    2 

Flower  Technical 25 

Harrison  Technical    13 

Hyde  Park 40 

Immaculate   Conception    ....  44 

Kenwood  Institute   4 

Loyola  Academy  63 

McKinley   4 

Mt.  Carmel   1 

Phillips   27 

St.  Basil  3 

St.  Cecelia  42 

St.  Elizabeth  135 

St.  Ignatius  1 

St.  Patrick 15 

St.  Sebastian 59 

Senn   36 


6 
300 

18 

4 

80 

26 

80 

88 

8 

126 

8 

2 

54 

6 

84 

270 

2 

30 

118 

72 


Total    676 


1,382 
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No.  of  class    No.  weeks        Total 
Schools  Volumes         rooms  used  use 

Grammar 29,965  622  213,823 

High    1401  31  11,646 

31,366  653  225,469 

Special  Deposits 

Grammar  93  12  208 

High    676  20  1,382 

769  32  1.590 

Grand  total 32,135  227,059 

Total  number  of  applications  recorded  that  the  Library  was  unable  to 
fill  on  account  of  lack  of  books — 107. 

Divided  in  grades  as  follows : 

9   1st 

7    2nd 

8 3rd 

9  4th 

21   5th 

20  6th 

20  7th 

13  8th 

107 

One  set  of  50  books  at  Throop  School  not  returned  to  date. 
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The  branch  circulation  figures  for  the  year  are  as  follows: 

No.  Vols.  in 

Stations  Total  branch 

3,494  33,273  3,018 

5,903  126,833  9,399 

3,352  37,107  3,116 

4,016  90,602  16,343 

1,615  48,629  6,141 

1,677  45,783  3,630 

1,158  26,251  2,738 

14,636  127,440  7,428 

3,486  51,400  3,558 

3,511  76,019  5,630 

3.260  57,144  5,4% 
4,298  61,094  4,141 
2,108  48,613  4,729 

24,401  125,332  8,107 

1,691  64,796  3,262 

14,290  90,279  4,318 

544  31,740  1,809 

6,709  161,691  14,152 

10,141  140,000  11,440 

5,219  79,780  8,606 

6,864  109,015  7,120 

1,958  48,895  3,971 

4,599  94,067  5,087 

1,410  44,007  2,137 

8,295  47,083  2,323 

4.261  105,826  5,359 
3,408  61,394  5,642 
6,268  71,482  7,233 
1,026  40,003  2,004 
1,857  42,390  1,888 

938  15,435  7,568 

3,532  107,298  8,120 

159,925  2,310,701  185,513 


Direct 

Armour  Square   29,779 

Austin    120,930 

Bessemer  Park  33,755 

Blackstone    86,586 

Burr  School  47,014 

Cornell  Square   44,106 

Davis   Square    25,093 

Douglas  Park   112,804 

Dvorak  Park  47,914 

Eckhart  Park    72,508 

Fuller  Park  53,884 

Hamilton  Park  56,796 

Hamline  Park 46,505 

Hebrew  Institute   100,931 

Holstein  Park  63,105 

Humboldt   75,989 

Independence  Park  31,196 

Kelly    154,982 

Lewis   Institute 129,859 

Lincoln   Center 74,561 

Logan   Square 102,151 

Mark  White  Square 46,937 

Ogden  Park 89,468 

Palmer   Park 42,597 

Seward  Park 38,788 

Sheridan .. ...  101,565 

Sherman    Park 57,986 

Stanford    Park.. 65,214 

Stanton  .  Park 38,977 

Sumner  School 40,533 

Walker 14,497 

West  Twenty-Sixth  Street.  103,766 


Total    2,150,776 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  CIRCULATION 

The  classification  of  the  books  issued  for  home  reading  at 
the  main  library  and  through  the  delivery  stations,  showing  the 
number  of  volumes  and  the  percentage  of  each  class,  is  as 

follows : 

Volumes  Pet. 

English  prose  fiction 548,296  35.84 

Juvenile  literature 390,828  25.55 

History  and  biography 76,228  04.98 

Geography  and  travels 49,473  03.23 

Sciences  and  arts 245,033  16.02 

Poetry  and  drama 80,869  05.28 

Foreign  languages 73,719  04.82 

Miscellaneous    65,459  04.28 


Total 1,529,905  100.00 

REGISTRATION 

During  the  three  years  ending  May  31,  1915,  the  statistics 
of  the  Registry  Department  show  that  200,357  cards  were  issued. 
There  were  canceled  during  this  period  21,402  cards,  leaving 
the  number  of  live  cards  outstanding  at  the  close  of  the  year 
178,955.  Of  the  total  number  of  cards  issued  during  the  year, 
18,148  were  applied  for  at  the  main  library  and  59,564  at  the 
delivery  stations  and  branches.  This  is  exclusive  of  local  cards 
issued  at  the  traveling  library  stations,  business  house  stations, 
etc.  There  were  issued  1,295  teachers'  cards,  58,417  non-fiction 
cards,  1,585  vacation  cards,  24,519  juvenile  cards,  21,114  juve- 
nile non-fiction  cards,  112  research  cards,  697  students'  cards, 
3  special  cards,  913  summer  cards,  16  parcel  post  cards,  102  fee 
duplicate  cards,  and  there  were  1,617  books  issued  on  deposit. 
Number  of  cards  lost  and  replaced  by  new  cards  was  12,666. 

DELIVERY  STATIONS 

The  circulation  of  books  for  home  use  through  the  delivery 
stations  was  820,227,  an  increase  of  15,240  as  compared  with 
last  year.  The  number  of  delivery  stations  in  operation  at  the 
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close  of  the  year  was  108,  as  compared  with  104  the  previous 
year.  The  amount  expended  for  compensation  of  delivery  sta- 
tion keepers  and  for  transportation  service  was  $5,102.45. 

REFERENCE  ROOM 

The  number  of  recorded  visitors  to  the  Reference  Room 
was  174,658.  The  total  number  of  volumes  issued  from  the 
stack  rooms  was  448,535,  which  shows  an  increase  of  54,075 
volumes  when  compared  with  last  year's  report.  No  estimate 
is  possible  of  the  number  of  open  shelf  books  used  in  the  room. 
The  largest  attendance  at  any  one  time  was  312  at  3  o'clock 
on  January  9,  1915. 

The  classification  of  books  used  in  the  Reference  Room  is 
as  follows: 

Volumes  Pet. 

Arts  and  sciences 177,882  39.7 

History  and  biography 62,115  13.9 

Bound   periodicals 52,882  1 1 .8 

Geography   and   travels 40,773  9.1 

Language  and  literature 73,741  16.4 

All  other  classes 41,142  9.1 


Total    448,535  100.00 

ART  ROOM 

The  Art  Room  was  visited  by  12,116  readers,  who  consulted 
46,641  books. 

WOMEN'S  STUDY  ROOM 

The  Women's  Study  Room  was  visited  by  13,197  readers, 
who  consulted  22,316  books. 

READING  ROOM 

The  largest  number  present  in  the  room  at  one  time  was 
501,  on  February  23,  1915,  at  2  o'clock. 

The  number  of  newspapers  and  magazines  on  file  in  the 
Reading  Room  is  1,180. 
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The  amount  expended  for  newspapers  and  periodicals  for 
branches  and  reading  rooms  was  $7,348.73,  exclusive  of  $195.18 
expended  for  the  Kelly  Branch  out  of  the  Kelly  Branch  fund. 
The  South  Park  Commissioners  supplied  the  magazines  for  the 
South  Side  branches. 

Visitors    1,065,758 

Serials  on  file 1,180 

Cost  of  serials $7,543.91 

CIVICS  ROOM 

The  attendance  in  the  Civics  Room  was  63,801  during  the 
year.  There  were  consulted  in  this  room  22,575  documents, 
22,582  magazines,  27,243  directories,  160,610  pamphlets  and 
14,617  books. 

PATENTS  ROOM 

The  attendance  in  the  Patents  Room  was  23,215  during  the 
year.  There  were  consulted  in  this  room  77,305  patents,  7,681 
bound  newspapers  and  277  books  for  the  blind. 

BOOKS"  FOR  THE  BLIND 

The  collection  of  books  for  the  blind  now  numbers  1,616 
volumes,  comprising  703  volumes  in  Braille  Print,  582  in  Moon 
Type,  228  volumes  in  American  Line,  and  103  volumes  in  New 
York  Point.  One  hundred  and  seventy-four  volumes  were  added 
during  the  year.  There  were  circulated  for  home  use  2,779 
volumes ;  277  volumes  were  usejd  at  the  main  library. 

ADMINISTRATION 

The  entire  number  of  persons  employed  in  all  departments 
of  the  library  service  May  31,  1915,  was  350,  an  increase  of  30 
over  last  year.  The  pay-rolls  of  the  main  library,  branches, 
delivery  stations  and  traveling  libraries  amounted  to  $262,186.71, 
exclusive  of  $5,927.18  for  the  Kelly  Branch  and  $1,755.07  for 
the  Sheridan  Branch,  both  of  which  were  paid  out  of  the  Kelly 
fund. 
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BINDING 

The  number  of  volumes  sent  to  binderies  during  the  year 
was  62,188.  Of  these  56,821  were  newly  bound  or  rebound,  and 
5,367  were  resewed  in  the  old  covers.  There  were  repaired  in 
the  Binding  Department  74,549  books;  11,552  were  repaired  at 
the  binderies.  The  books  relabeled  during  the  year  numbered 
49,485  volumes.  The  amount  expended  for  binding  was 
$27,591.67. 

ANNUAL  INVENTORY 

The  total  number  of  books  missing  at  the  close  of  the  year 
was  8,340,  as  compared  with  5,150  in  1913-14.  Of  these  1,986 
are  missing  at  the  main  library,  153  in  deposits,  141  in  school 
deposits,  and  6,060  in  the  branches.  Of  the  books  unaccounted 
for  in  last  year's  inventory,  494  have  since  been  found. 

CATALOG  DEPARTMENT 

During  the  year  37,140  volumes  were  cataloged  and  class- 
ified. Of  these  10,686  were  new  titles,  15,200  were  extra  copies 
and  2,875  were  replacements,  and  351  were  recataloged.  Con- 
tinuations of  books  and  periodicals  numbered  7,251.  3,038  vol- 
umes of  music,  classified  and  cataloged,  are  included  in  the  new 
titles  added. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  public  card  catalog  27,715 
cards,  8,804  of  them  being  subject  cards.  Additions  and  cor- 
rections comprised  4,623.  The  official  card  catalog  was  aug- 
mented by  29,962,  including  additions,  corrections  and  foreign 
deposit  collection  cards.  A  music  catalog  consisting  of  4,689 
cards  has  been  compiled  since  August  1st. 

There  were  ordered  from  the  Library  of  Congress  for  the 
main  building  6,645  titles,  of  which  5,222  were  received,  and 
1,423  cards  ordered  were  not  received.  There  was  no  record 
kept  of  cards  added  to  seven  departmental  catalogs  in  the  main 
building. 
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Year 

Home 
circulation 
of  books 

Daily 
average 
circulation 

Books  issued 
through 
Delivery 
stations 

Books  issued 
through 
branches 
(direct  or 
station) 

Fines 
collected 

1874 

7,659 

295 

$            3.65 

1875 

399,156 

1,313 

2,648.72 

1880 

306,751 

1,002 

1,775.72 

1885 

519,691 

1,704 

65,271 

3,088.00 

1890 

843,971 

2,830 

201,257 

4,853.75 

1895 

1,147,862 

3,816 

545,866 

5,543.88 

1900 

1,749,775 

5,769 

1,143,391 

7,196.98 

1905 

1,336,199 

4,400 

788,657 

4,336 

6,732.20 

1906 

1,411,106 

4,548 

846,802 

36,343 

7,484.91 

1907 

1,414,292 

4,521 

844,415 

52,451 

8,284.65 

1908 

1,601,645 

5,046 

954,000 

71,074 

8,662.83 

1909 

1,777,142 

5,885 

1,129,450 

70,486 

9,162.63 

1910 

1,805,012 

5,938 

1,135,848 

184,956 

10,151.94 

1911 

2,256,022 

7,397 

1,075,376 

592,454 

12,851.36 

1912 

2,587,232 

8,455 

948,815 

1,063,740 

14,196.22 

1913 

3,037,035 

9,587 

883,366 

1,396,422 

15,359.64 

1914 

3,428,638 

11,261 

804,987 

1,680,529 

16,803.41 

1915 

4,326,057 

14,184 

820,227 

2,310,701 

18,636.64 

BOOK  ACCESSIONS  1914-15 


I 

o 

>< 

Volumes  in 
library 

Total 
accessions 

Volumes 
purchased 

Volumes 
donated 

•si 

ii 

to  b, 
Q.£ 
X*" 

a 

0 

c 

S.  0 

§* 

CO 

Accessions 
of 
pamphlets 

1874 

18,183 

11,331  • 

9,899 

1,432 

$10,733.11 

2,638 

1875 

39,236 

21,053 

20,122 

969 

28,410.63 

38 

1,944 

1880 

67,772 

8,440 

7,799 

641 

7,404.52 

1,137 

487 

1885 

111,621 

6,836 

5,692 

1,144 

6,899.14 

698 

3,201 

1890 

156,242 

10,908 

10,073 

835 

11,148.66 

3,507 

1,635 

1895 

211,157 

18,485 

16,727 

975 

19,431.18 

5,595 

1,236 

1900 

258,498 

12,911 

9,651 

1,622 

12,476.70 

3,905 

1,807 

1905 

304,510 

22,879 

18,436 

2,097 

19,884.79 

8,002 

3,456 

1906 

323,610 

26,236 

22,616 

1,997 

24,013.53 

6,365 

4,042 

1907 

339,282 

24,987 

21,927 

1,438 

20,078.07 

8,303 

2,596 

1908 

352,093 

25,843 

22,353 

1,765 

24,262.76 

11,466 

1,499 

1909 

365,349 

28,197 

25,303 

1,315 

27,064.70 

12,900 

868 

1910 

402,848 

55,990 

51,482 

2,693 

45,520.85 

14,688 

132 

1911 

448,073 

58,644 

O^jOvrl 

2,070 

46,283.09 

10,020 

2,022 

1912 

481,708 

50,952 

45,834 

3,655 

43,190.29 

10,340 

1,944 

1913 

514,259 

47,467 

39,035 

6,368 

38,136.33 

9,503 

1,734 

1914 

571,358 

78,231 

73,228 

2,670 

65,779.48 

21,132 

2,805 

1915 

627,619 

75,837 

69,305 

:V.MH 

61,661,31 

12,796 

10,251 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  BOOKS 


Vols.  in 
library 
May  31,  1914 

Total  ac- 
cessions 
1914-15 

Net  ac- 
cessions 
1914-15 

Vols.  in 
library 
May  31,  1915 

History  

27,465 

1,566 

1,394 

28,859 

Biography  

19,185 

846 

748 

19,933 

Travels  ... 

18,235 

1,447 

1,315 

19,550 

Poetry  and  Drama 

13,073 

1,565 

1,377 

14,450 

Essays  and  Miscellanies  
Polygraphy  and  C.  W  

6,387 
4,699 

306 
23 

245 
22 

6,632 
4,721 

Fine  Arts  

15,037 

1,773 

1,338 

16,375 

Natural  Science  

14,474 

824 

707 

15,181 

Practical  Arts  

33,327 

2,564 

2,199 

35,526 

Political  and  Social  Science. 
Language  and  Literature.  .  . 
Mental  and  Moral  Science.  . 
Ancient  Classics    .  . 

17,846 
12,375 
9,955 
1,812 

2,419 
1,667 
1,451 

72 

2,291 
1,446 
1,370 
62 

20,137 
13,821 
11,325 

1,874 

Religion  

10,235 

742 

707 

10,942 

Medicine  

2,337 

392 

368 

2,705 

Law  

1,520 

144 

135 

1,655 

Periodicals  , 

53,024 

1,234 

1,206 

54,230 

Documents  

29,969 

2,271 

2,271 

32,240 

Bibliography  

5,386 

447 

438 

5,824 

Dictionaries,  etc  

8,226 

510 

285 

8,511 

English  Fiction  

107,040 

16,963 

12,898 

119,938 

Juvenile  .    . 

93,536 

25,929 

14,021 

107,557 

German  Literature  

26,742 

1,499 

1,050 

27,792 

French  Literature  

12,334 

660 

589 

12,923 

Italian  Literature  

1,937 

10 

-27 

1,910 

Spanish  Literature  

1,216 

20 

17 

1,233 

Portuguese  Literature  

44 

44 

Dutch  Literature  

1,474 

7 

1 

1,475 

Bohemian  Literature  

5,618 

25 

-324 

5,294 

Lettish  Literature  

490 

1 

2 

492 

Polish  Literature  

3,578 

147 

54 

3,632 

Russian  Literature  

885 

1,586 

1,550 

3,435 

Scandinavian  Literature  
Hungarian  Literature 

8,588 
235 

46 

-87 
-3 

8,501 
232 

Lithuanian  Literature  

636 

12 

8 

544 

Welsh  Literature  

7 

7 

Japanese  and  Chinese  Lit  .  . 

134 

1 

135 

Books  for  the  Blind.  . 

1,388 

183 

182 

1,570 

Yiddish  

885 

2,603 

2,526 

3,411 

Music  (Volumes)  

2,650 

2,648 

2,648 

Music  (Sheet)  

1,232 

1,232 

1,232 

Other  Languages  

24 

1 

23 

Total  

571,358 

75,837 

56,261 

627,619 
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